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Science Fiction & Fantasy

The Ten Thousand Doors of January
by Alix E. Harrow

Eclipse the Skies

January Scaller’s childhood is filled with
treasures from far-off places, sent back by an
absent father to the sprawling estate of his
employer. She is little more than another
keepsake herself, but spends her time trying to
fashion herself into a well-bred young lady,
who minds her manners and doesn’t make too
much noise. But when a mysterious book falls
into her hands, she is confronted by the fact that the world she
thought she knew is altogether too magical to be explained, or too
magical to pass through quietly and well-behaved. She discovers
the ten thousand doors - portals to other worlds, where things and
people leak through like light, spreading stories and sharing
magic - and that she might be the key to them all. This book is its
own sort of portal, romantic and tender, with a heroine whose
discovery of herself and her history is as inspiring as the journey
she embarks on. Brilliant and evocative of every time you’ve ever
looked out the window and wished you could step through the
panes to another world, filled with undiscovered mysteries, The
Ten Thousand Doors of January is a debut you won’t want to
miss, so pick it up and let it sweep you away! – Kylie

Zara Lisbon

Fake Plastic Girl

Tuesday, September 3, 7:00 PM

Mackenzi Lee

Loki: Where Mischief Lies
In Conversation with Kiersten White
Ticketed Event
Thursday, September 5, 7:00 PM

Howard V. Hendrix

The Girls With Kaleidoscope Eyes

Saturday, September 7, 2:00 PM

Redhook, $27.00

D.J. Butler

The Future of Another Timeline by Annalee Newitz

Witchy Kingdom

Science fiction has always been the genre
that’s most concerned with focusing on
social and cultural issues. The Future of
Another Timeline is no different. In fact,
in today’s day and age, it almost feels
crucially important in a way few books
are. This punk rock time travel story is
the tale of toxic misogyny though the
ages, and the women who are fighting for
their basic human rights. It’s a tale of
historical figures, Comstockery, and the
seemingly futile attempt to better the future by changing the
past. Our two protagonists, Beth and Tess, live decades (and
sometimes centuries) apart, but their lives intertwine in this
beautiful narrative as they struggle to save themselves, and
their futures. – Gary

Christopher Husberg
Fear the Stars

Christopher Ruocchio
Howling Dark

Tor Books, $26.99

Luke Tarzian

Steel Crow Saga by Paul Krueger

Vultures

In Steel Crow Saga, Paul Krueger masterfully creates an
entirely unique, sprawling fantasy world that draws its
background from Asian countries,
customs, and history. The story focuses
around four compelling main characters
whose fates are closely intertwined,
forcing enemies and strangers to rely on
one another. They are complicated,
powerful, and flawed, and each develop in
unexpected ways throughout the story. The
magic of the world was fun to visualize.
Some people had the power to bond with
animals, “shades” that contain a portion of
their soul and were released in battle. Others have the power to
control the elements. The anime influences, characters, worldbuilding, and breakneck plot made this an extra juicy fantasy
read that you can easily lose yourself in and I can’t wait to
disappear into the next one – Jackie

Monday, September 9, 7:00 PM

Kerri Maniscalco

Capturing the Devil
Skype Pizza Party - Ticketed Event
Tuesday, September 10, 7:00 PM

Maika and Maritza Moulite
Dear Haiti, Love Alaine

Thursday, September 12, 7:00 PM

Tammy Kaehler

Del Rey, $27.00

Kiss the Bricks

Native Tongue by Suzette Haden
Elgin, Read by Amy Landon

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

While one may certainly choose to read
this classic feminist SF work in its recent
print reprint edition, I strongly endorse
enjoying this work about language and its
ability to not just reflect culture and reality,
but actually form it, via its audio
incarnation. While listening / rereading, I
noted on social media, “Me reading
NATIVE TONGUE back in the mid-80’s —
ooh, disturbing but unlikely. Me rereading now — damn,
triggering!” I hope some of the current difficult conversations in
our own timeline will lead to a future in which women don’t
need to create Láadan. Recommend the trilogy to readers of all
genres, with caution for some dated concepts. – Maryelizabeth

Saturday, September 14, 3:00 PM

Mary Ting
Helix

Liana Gardner

Speak No Evil

Sunday, September 15, 2:00 PM

Mysterious Galaxy San Diego

Feminist Press trade paperback, $17.95; Libro.fm audiobook.

♦

Mystery & Suspense

This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger

Not quite 13-year-old orphan Odie
O’Banion and his brother, Albert, have
suffered for four years at the hands of the
viciously unkind Mrs. Brickman,
superintendent of the Lincoln Indian
Training School in 1930’s Minnesota,
when circumstances become intolerable.
They embark, along with fellow “student”
Moses Washington, and newly-orphaned
Emmaline Frost, on an odyssey, striving to
reach safe haven in St. Louis. Storyteller
Odie recounts their adventures and travails as they encounter a
broad swath of Midlands inhabitants, and learn more about
themselves and their definitions of faith and family. Not only
does This Tender Land deliberately evoke shades of Homer’s
epic and Mark Twain’s river journeys, but Baum’s Oz as well. A
sterling reminder of the power of perseverance and importance
of caring for others, even in dire circumstances. – Maryelizabeth
Atria, $27.00.

The Dead Girl in 2A by Carter Wilson,
read by Michael Braun, Jennifer O’Donnell, and
Jonathan Todd Ross

For Jake Buchanan and Clara Stowe, two
strangers seated next to each other on a
plane bound for Denver, a strong sense of
familiarity passes between them. They
soon discover each were adopted, orphans
of horrific accidents, and neither can
remember their childhood. Other than this,
nothing else coincides. Not even their
reasons for traveling: Jake on his way to a
well-paying job that will take care of his
family; Clara on her way to die. It is all too late when the pair
learn that the jarring meeting is only one of many events that
have been set in motion by design, a final leg of a journey made
with a foundation of pills, disturbing children’s books, and a
dark childhood that calls to be remembered. Carter Wilson’s
The Dead Girl in 2A is a mysterious thriller, making for a
fascinating read and an intriguing listen. – Nicholas
Recorded Books via Libro.fm

The Murder List by Hank Phillippi Ryan

The Murder List is a legal thriller but it’s
so much more than that. It’s a mystery
with strong point-of-view characters, two
timelines to follow, and an ending I didn’t
see coming but completely believed. The
author’s background as an investigative
reporter and her husband’s background as
a defense attorney means that there is tons
of solid legal talk and procedure, making
the entire story feel very real and even
more compelling. Law Student Rachel
North is torn between her love for her defense attorney husband
and her internship for his opponent at trials, the District
Attorney. There is a fierce rivalry there that causes Rachel to
play a cat-and-mouse game between them as details start
unfolding about cases they have been involved in. I don’t want
to give more away because you really need to see it unfold for
yourself. I highly recommend this page-turner of a book. –
Guest Reviewer Kim Keeline
Forge, $27.99

The Nanny by Gilly Macmillan

Broke and broken by her husband’s death, Jo
is forced to leave California and return to
her childhood home with her ten-year-old
daughter, Ruby. Lake Hall is a gorgeous old
English estate owned by Jo’s mother,
Virginia, the overpowering aristocratic
widow of Lord Alexander Holt, the
extremely wealthy heir of the Holt
Collection of art. Jo has never gotten along
with her snobbish and cold mother and has
fond memories of her nanny, Hannah, who disappeared one
night when Jo was only seven years old. When Jo and Ruby
discover a human skull washed up on the lake’s little island,
these recollections become muddled and puzzling and,
astonishingly, Hannah reappears in town. As more and more
peculiar occurrences take place, Jo will be compelled to discern
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Becoming Superman

the riddles of the past. Her mother, father and Hannah are not the
people she thought they were and their secrets will culminate in a
shocking finale. One great read! – Guest reviewer Bunny Hand

Ticketed Event

Young Adult & Kids

J. Michael Straczynski

Tuesday, September 17, 7:00 PM

Book Discussion Group

The 7½ Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle

Wednesday, September 18, 7:00 PM

John Everson

The Devil’s Equinox

William Morrow $26.99

The Okay Witch by Emma Steinkellner

Thirteen-year-old Moth has always felt different, but when
mysterious things start happening to her around Halloween, she
realizes that doesn’t just feel different- she is different. In fact,
she is a witch! Confronted with her new abilities and the
increasingly strong pull to escape the real world for her newfound
magical world, Moth begins to teach herself magic. But the more
she’s pulled into magic, the more Moth realizes that she must face
the truth her family’s past and navigate the prejudices of her small
town along the way. A fun, enlightening, and witchy graphic
novel perfect for Fall reading! – Kelly
Aladdin Paperbacks, $12.99

Thursday, September 19, 7:00 PM

YA Book Club

House of Salt and Sorrows

Friday, September 20, 7:00 PM

Tammy Greenwood
Keeping Lucy

Sunday, September 22, 2:00 PM

Lauren Shippen
The Infinite Noise

In Conversation with Adalyn Grace
Ticketed Event
Wednesday, September 25, 7:00 PM

Kyle Mills

Vince Flynn Lethal Agent

Thursday, September 26, 7:00 PM

Annalee Newitz

The Future of Another Timeline
Ticketed Event
Friday, September 27, 7:00 PM

Katy Rose Pool

There Will Come a Darkness

HarperTeen, $17.99

Stalking Jack the Ripper Series by Kerri Maniscalco

Kerri Maniscalco has created a thoroughly dark and engrossing
series that gets better with each book. She has woven a fictional
world from some of the most fascinating people in modern
history and while her main characters are born from imagination,
they walk on pages that breathe details of the time period into
each step. Each new case the protagonist must face forces her to
encounter not only a deadly mystery but also aspects about
herself that she must embrace or overcome. While full of
gruesome details, Kerri’s books contain heart and many moments
of intimacy and beauty as the characters grow and fully develop.
The relationship between Audrey Rose and Thomas delves into
the complexities of emotions that come with love and I appreciate
how their story isn’t one noted. Ever since I finished the last
book, I’ve been eagerly waiting to read the final book and am
equal parts elated and reluctant to hold it in my hands because I
don’t want this series to end. My heart has been captured by this
Victorian, scalpel-wielding heroine as she performs autopsies and
hunts down murderers. – Constance
Jimmy Patterson, $10.99 – $18.99

The Girl the Sea Gave Back by Adrienne Young

Beautiful, dark, and magical; that is the only way I can describe
Adrienne Young’s new book. Set in the same
world as Sky in the Deep, The Girl the Sea
Gave Back is filled with characters both old
and new. Tova, the girl the sea gave back, is
a Truthtongue. She can cast rune stones and
read what they say about the future.
Unfortunately, she is living among those
who fear her and mistreat her because of that
fear. Young does an amazing job creating
characters that feel like real people. There
are the ones that you hate to see come across
the page because of their actions towards others, some who are
power hungry, and some that are surprisingly kind. This book
really made me think about the way we treat people who are
different or “not normal.” – Victoria

In Conversation with Kiersten White
Ticketed Event

Wednesday Books, $18.99.

Saturday, September 28, 2:00 PM

Violet Sterling was born to be a good Caretaker. Her family’s
estate, Burleigh House, is one of England’s Great Houses. The
magic that flows through its mortar keeps the countryside
flourishing and allows the country to remain a powerful nation
amidst encroaching political rivals. But after her father is caught in

Paul Krueger

Steel Crow Saga

Alyssa Wong

A Thousand Beginnings and Endings

Sunday, September 29, 2:00 PM

Greg van Eekhout
Cog

In Conversation with Margaret
Dilloway
Monday, September 30, 6:00 PM

William Kent Krueger
This Tender Land

Monday, September 30, 7:30 PM

Naomi Hirahara
Iced in Paradise

Saturday, October 5, 2:00 PM

an act of treason, Violet is sent away, only to
return with Burleigh House crumbing around
her, her childhood friend mysteriously wasting
away, and an ultimatum from the king: fix the
House, or watch it burn. Determined to be the
Caretaker she was raised to be, Violet spends
every waking moment trying to solve the
problem of Burleigh’s decay, finding it might
be more complicated than she thought. Will
she sacrifice everything to save her House, or
will she lean on the sacrifices of friends and
family to see her through? With prose as haunting as the sprawling
Gothic mansion that inhabits its pages, A Treason of Thorns is
darkly, violently beautiful. It’s a perfect read for the end of summer
when dusk falls and wind slips through the branches outside, when
a creak trips through the house and you wonder if it might, perhaps,
have taken a breath. – Kylie

A Treason of Thorns by Laura E. Weymouth

Loki: Where Mischief Lies by Mackenzi Lee

Loki, 19-century London, and Mackenzi Lee— need I say more?
When I first learned that Lee was going to be writing a Marvel
novel, and that it would be Loki no less, I was ecstatic. Loki
needed someone like Lee to bring him to life on the page, just as
Hiddleston brought him to life on the big screen. In this story,
Loki and Thor are practically teenagers. It is great to see more of
their pasts. This book is full of all the things that we love about
our mischievous trickster, combined with the writing and
characters Lee has given us in the past. It had all the adventures
that Marvel fans have come to expect, as well as some gritty
vibes that one could find with Sherlock Holmes or Jack the
Ripper. – Victoria
Marvel Press, $17.99.

Stargazing by Jen Wang

This gently emotional middle grade graphic novel by the author
and illustrator of The Prince and the Dressmaker echoes the
previous work’s theme of the challenges and rewards associated
with being true to oneself. Chinese American violin player
Christine is uncertain when new neighbors arrive, and her family
instigates a relationship with Moon, who doesn’t seem to have
much in common with Christine other than their shared ages and
geography. But as their relationship waxes and wanes, they both
gain unexpected qualities. A lovely contemporary coming of age
story, suited for fans of Raina Telgemeier and Dana Simpson. –
Maryelizabeth
First Second trade paper original, $12.99.

The Tea Dragon Festival by Katie O’Neill

This companion to Eisner Award-winning The Tea Dragon
Society is another delightful middle grade
graphic novel, adding to the mythology of
the miniature tea dragons not only with a
couple of new Tea Dragons, but also a full
sized dragon. Dragon Aedhan has awakened
from an eight-decade slumber, found by
villager Rinn, who along with her uncle Erik
and his partner, Hesekiel, are not only
involved in preparations for the Festival, but
also assisting Aedhan in discovering the
magical cause of his extended nap. O’Neill’s
Silverleaf is a wonderful example of community, brought to life
by both the story and her illustrations. – Maryelizabeth
Oni Press, $21.99.

September Fantastic Firsts

So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.
That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their
favorite new books each month. As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and
receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com
Science Fiction/Fantasy

The Ten Thousand Doors of
January by Alix E. Harrow

“Romantic and tender, with a
heroine whose discovery of herself
and her history is as inspiring as the
journey she embarks on. Brilliant
and evocative of every time you’ve
ever looked out the window and
wished you could step through the
panes to another world. This a debut
you won’t want to miss!” – Kylie

Mystery

The Murder List by Hank
Phillippi Ryan

“I highly recommend this pageturner of a book.” – Guest
Reviewer Kim Keeline

Young Adult

There Will Come a Darkness
by Katy Rose Pool

“ This book pulls you in with an
intense beginning and and the
strong writing and characters make
it a must-read YA debut for fantasy
lovers. – Constance

Cozy Mystery Paperback

Penne Dreadful by Catherine
Bruns

“A must read for fans of culinary
mysteries. Catherine Bruns serves up a
tasty tale full of engaging characters,
intriguing clues, and yummy food. Chef
Tessa Esposito is a likable sleuth equally
skilled at cooking and detection.” –
Denise Swanson, New York Times
bestselling author of the Scumble River
mystery series
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