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Richard Andreoli, Michele R. 
Svengsouk, & Frank Svengsouk
Battle at the Comic Expo

Saturday, September 1, 2:00 PM

Kathy Krevat
The Trouble with Truth

Sunday, September 2, 3:30 PM

Somaiya Daud
Mirage

Guest Host Kiersten White

Thursday, September 6, 7:00 PM

Greg Van Eekhout
Voyage of the Dogs

Saturday, September 8, 2:00 PM

Tessa Dare
The Governess Game

HelenKay Dimon
The Reluctant Heir

Sunday, September 9, 2:00 PM

Peter Blauner
Sunrise Highway

Wednesday, September 12, 7:30 PM

Lisa Brackmann
Black Swan Rising

with Sisters in Crime San Diego 

Saturday, September 15, 3:30 PM

Local Author Meet & Greet
Sharing the Magic of  
Southern CA authors

Sunday, September 16, noon 

Caz Frear
Sweet Little Lies

Monday, September 17, 7:30 PM

Book Discussion Group
Discussing: Murder by the Book  
[by Rex Stout]

Thursday, September 20, 7:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction
Foundryside by Robert Jackson Bennett 

Foundryside, the first book in Robert Jackson 
Bennett’s The Foundry trilogy not only got me 
out of my reading slump, but also it was a 
book that I just couldn’t put down. The cover 
grabbed my attention and the story surpassed 
every expectation that I had. Foundryside is 
about a thief, Sancia. She’s good at what she 
does, and her latest job has landed her in a 
whole world of trouble. She’s gone from off 

the radar to Tevanne’s most wanted, and has to band together 
with some unlikely allies to make it out alive. We learn about the 
world Bennett created through Clef, a character who is unique 
and lovable from the start, who in turn learns from Sancia. It 
made learning about this new world as a reader more enjoyable 
than if it had just been told by the narrator. Bennett created 
complex characters, a world that is half tech, half magic, and a 
story full of heart. It was a story that I couldn’t get enough of 
and can’t wait to see what happens next! – Victoria 
Crown, $27.00. September SFF Fantastic Firsts Selection.

Vox by Christina Dalcher
This ambitious debut scared me so much 
that at first I could only read it in very 
small portions. In Dalcher’s version of the 
future, women have lost all their rights and 
are limited (via electronic handcuffs) to 
speaking only 100 words per day. Their 
entire purview has been relegated to the 
home and family, where even female 
children may not speak more than 100 
words per day. Women cannot work, 
female representation in government has 

dropped precipitously over the years, and the Bible Belt has 
become a Bible Corset as men have reclaimed their perceived 
masculinity through dominance of women in all areas. Even 
while we are currently consumed with the unthinkable changes 
in the current political environment .. this book reminds us to 
keep our eyes open and our voices heard. – Terry
Berkley, $26.00.

Lord Valentine’s Castle, by Robert Silverberg
The first book of Robert Silverberg’s classic Majipoor series 
begins with the laid-back Valentine finding himself wandering 
into the city of Pidruid, with no memory of who he is or why 
he’s there. He ends up joining a wandering troupe of jugglers 
performing for the visiting Coronal, one of the four rulers of 
Majipoor...who coincidentally shares his name. Valentine pays 
this no mind, until insistent dreams tell him that his true place 
lies not with the troupe, but high up on Castle Mount. In his 
quest to reclaim his crown, Valentine must choose between the 
man he was and the man he’s become. Silberberg has effortlessly 
blended sci-fi and fantasy into the dreamy world of Majipoor, 
with the amnesiac protagonist acting as our guide as he travels 
across the world — from the chalky cliffs of the Isle of Sleep, to 
the desert continent of Suvrael, all the way up to the titular Lord 
Valentine’s Castle. This book is a must-read for those who love 
surreal landscapes, alien societies, and imaginative world-
building. – Darcy
Ace trade paperback, $16.00.

Mystery Suspense
Lies by T. M. Logan

T.M. Logan’s debut novel, Lies, is a 
gripping psychological thriller, involving a 
young family in London. Joe is a well-liked 
schoolteacher, devoted husband, and loving 
father, whose life suddenly falls apart when 
a trove of sexting photos provides 
irrefutable evidence that his wife is having 
an affair with her best friend’s husband, 
Ben. Things get worse when Ben 
disappears, foul play is presumed, and Joe 
becomes the chief suspect in a murder case. 

It is obvious to Joe that Ben, a rich tech entrepreneur, is alive 
and framing Joe for his murder, but the sophisticated hacking of 
his phone, computer, and social media accounts is undetectable 
to law enforcement experts. Terrified of going to jail and losing 
his young son, Joe desperately tries to prove that Ben is still 
alive, but Ben is always one step ahead of him. Logan writes 
convincingly about the confusion, pain, and heartbreak of 
marital infidelity and about the consequent dissolution of trust 

and love. His final twist is jaw-dropping. Highly recommended 
for fans of domestic thrillers. – Kim
St. Martin’s Press, $27.99.  
September Mystery & Suspense Fantastic Firsts Selection.

Black Swan Rising by Lisa Brackmann
It’s a compliment to Lisa’s craft that Black 
Swan Rising reads so much like a current 
affairs book rather than a novel that it 
probably should come with a trigger 
warning for anyone distressed by the 
national political climate in recent years. 
Protagonists Sarah Price, who runs social 
media for a San Diego congressman, and 
local television reporter Casey Cheng, are 
both operating in the toxic and deadly 
atmosphere of MRA and white nationalist 

activists, and multiple active shooter incidents. The sometimes 
anxiety-inducing thriller components are leavened with Lisa’s 
loving travelogue of many of San Diego’s local eateries and 
breweries, both actual and fictional. An important if upsetting 
read for mystery and suspense readers. – Maryelizabeth
Midnight Ink, $24.99.

Desolation Mountain by William Kent Krueger
After a private plane crashes at the base of Desolation Mountain 
in a remote area of northern Minnesota, local residents of the 
Iron Lake Reservation are the first people on the scene. But the 
mountain is soon swarming with an alphabet soup of federal 
agencies, and the locals and other first 
responders are told to go home. The plane 
was carrying a U.S.senator known for her 
pro-environment, anti-mining position, 
and there are no survivors. Local private 
investigator Cork O’Connor is already 
suspicious when some of the first 
responders begin disappearing. Cork and 
his old friend, former Secret Service agent 
Bo Thorson, team up to try to find the 
missing locals and determine what is 
really going on. Krueger ably blends a suspenseful, real-world 
mystery with Native American mythos, filling his story with 
haunting atmosphere, conflicted characters, and timely themes. 
Another winner in Krueger’s popular Cork O’Connor 
series, Desolation Mountain is highly recommended for mystery 
lovers interested in Native American culture and the Upper 
Midwest. – Kim
Atria Books, $26.00.

Guess Who by Chris McGeorge
Guess Who is a clever new take on the 
“locked room” mystery. A dead body is in 
the bathtub of a locked hotel room in 
London. Five suspects are also in the hotel 
room, and one of them, Morgan Sheppard, 
is tasked with figuring out who the 
murderer is. Sheppard has three hours to do 
this, or everyone dies. Sheppard initially 
became famous for solving a murder when 
he was eleven years old. Now he is a fame-
obsessed, dissolute daytime TV “detective” 

addicted to alcohol, drugs and partying. Is he up to the task? 
Chapters alternate between Sheppard’s childhood and the 
increasingly frantic situation in the claustrophobic hotel room. 
Twists, clues and red herrings abound, and moral ambiguity and 
redemption are major themes. Parts of the story are spectacularly 
over-the-top, which is part of the fun, and the ending is highly 
satisfying. This impressive debut by Chris McGeorge is highly 
recommended for fans of classic whodunits and labyrinthine 
psychological thrillers. – Kim
Hanover Square Press, $26.99.

Depth of Winter by Craig Johnson
In Depth of Winter Wyoming Sheriff Walt Longmire goes rogue 
to save his kidnapped daughter from a vicious Mexican drug 
lord. After crossing the border against the explicit instructions of 
the US Government, Longmire begins his formidable journey 
with a colorful set of companions. In order to “blend-in” they set 
off in a 1959 pink Cadillac, with 6-foot-5, 250-pound Longmire 
pretending to be Bob Lilly, the legendary Dallas Cowboys 
football star. Things go well for a while, but then his cover is 
blown, the road ends, and the journey to the remote Chihuahuan 
village where his daughter is being held becomes an arduous 
trek through the desert in 110-degree heat. The brutal terrain and 
the action-packed encounters with narco henchmen nearly kill 
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him, but Longmire never loses his wry wit and humanity. 
Johnson contrasts the evilness of the drug trade with the 
bravery and compassion of Longmire and his allies, always 
confident that good ultimately conquers evil. Highly 
recommended for fans of pulse-pounding thrillers, honorable 
heroes, and great storytelling. – Kim
Viking, $28.00.

Curated Selections
The Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker

In the vein of Madeline Miller’s Song of 
Achilles and Circe, comes another 
enthralling retelling of classic Homeric 
mythology. Set during the Trojan War 
from the perspective of the captured “gift 
to Achilles” Briseis, Barker’s novel 
explores mortality, passion, freedom and 
captivity of ancient war. Compelling 
storytelling and poignant characterizations 
of classic figures make this not only an 
impressive and unique retelling of The 

Iliad, but also a sweeping narrative of the often overlooked 
woman’s experience in antiquity. Timeless in its scope and 
stunning in its imaginative force, The Silence of the Girls is 
your next must-read of 2018. – Kelly
Doubleday Books, $27.95. 
A September Fantastic Firsts Selection.

Awesome Audiobooks – available for download on libro.fm/mystgalaxy
The Book of M by Peng Shepherd 
(Narrated by James Fouhey & Emily Woo Zeller)

Peng Shepherd’s The Book of M is as 
mysterious as it is fantastical. Beginning 
in India before spreading worldwide, 
almost like a magical epidemic, people are 
suddenly losing their shadows. For those 
that do, it always follows that they begin 
to forget. Whether slowly or rapidly, the 
forgetting always befalls those who have 
become “shadowless.” And in this new 
world of forgetting and mis-remembering, 
the natural world also goes under a 

metamorphosis: giant “death kites” patrol the skies, the Statue 
of Liberty terrorizes all of New York, and wolves begin to 
speak like humans. All this and more befalls the world amid the 
landscape of lost memories. Chilling, heart-warming, thrilling, 
and mesmerizing are all the ways I would describe The Book of 
M. Narrators James Fouhey and Emily Woo Zeller do 
wonderfully for the audiobook adaption. Emily is touching as 
the first-person narration of female character Max, while James’ 
handling of the third-person narrations of the rest of the cast is 
a remarkable feat. – Nicholas
HarperCollins audiobook via Libro.fm

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 
(Narrated by Wil Wheaton)
When it comes to listening to an audiobook, I have to be drawn 
to the narrator’s voice, almost if not more so than the story. The 
way a narrator speaks, especially if the story is in first person 
and they are in charge of more than one speaker, really makes 
or breaks a story for me. Wil Wheaton made this book for me! 
He brought new life to a story I was already in love with. 
Wheaton made Wade Watts come to life, and was able to bring 
out the obsessiveness in Wade’s voice when it came to Halliday 
and 80’s pop-culture, something I didn’t think was going to be 
possible. This is one audiobook that I know I will go back to 
again and again. – Victoria
Penguin Random House audiobook via Libro.fm

Young Adult and Middle Grade
The Dark Descent of Elizabeth 
Frankenstein by Kiersten White
The Dark Descent of Elizabeth 
Frankenstein is a powerful read that is a 
brutal yet elegantly crafted retelling 
of Frankenstein. It is so much more than 
just a retelling though. It is a conversation 
of how we mold ourselves into 
meticulously imagined portraits of what 
we should be for someone else. How 
pleasing another can become an all-

consuming darkness that becomes our way of survival. This 
book pushes you into the darker parts of your mind. It makes 
you think about how we will turn into something we’d rather 
not face in the mirror so that someone else will validate us and 
give meaning to an existence that gives a false promise of 
fulfillment. Go down the dark roads of this story and let your 
immaculate white clothing become bloodied and dirt-splattered 
by the uglier side of humanity. The monsters that Man creates 
are by far the most horrifying and greatest to fear. Their sweet 
smiles keep you from ever seeing their true nature. – Constance
Delacorte Press, $18.99.

City of Ghosts by Victoria Schwab 
Ever since she almost drowned a year ago, Cassidy Blake 
has been able to see ghosts (in fact, her 
best friend Jacob happens to be one!). 
When her parents have to move to 
Scotland to start a television series 
based off of their bestselling ghost 
books, Cassidy and Jacob go along. 
Now, finding herself in the midst of a 
haunted city, Cassidy soon learns that 
she might have a more important role to 
play in the “inbetween world” than she 
ever imagined. Filled with vivid 
depictions of a Scotland perfectly re-imagined with 
otherworldly ghosts, The City of Ghosts is an immensely 
enjoyable read. – Kelly
Scholastic, $17.99.

Heart of Thorns by Bree Barton
Gwyrach. Half God, Half Human, Only Female. With the 
simple touch of a hand they can freeze a man’s heart in his 
very chest or heal it from the mortal wound of a well-placed 
arrow. The healing part has been long forgotten though, and 
Mia Rose’s kingdom is ruled by fear. It 
is a world where women wear gloves, 
marry who they’re told to, and live as 
subservient citizens. A gilded palace or 
a shack is still a cage when it is a place 
that holds you and strips you of your 
power.
Learning to accept and love yourself for 
who you are, even if you’ve been raised 
to despise and fear it can be one of the 
hardest battles you’ll ever face. Our 
protagonist may have been raised to hate what she is, but if 
she can embrace herself and her power, then her future can 
be her own. Heart of Thorns is fast-paced, containing all the 
great elements of a good YA fantasy, while also giving 
readers its own beautiful mythology of witches. A truly 
enjoyable read that gives you danger, magic, and a world 
begging for just the right group of characters to shatter and 
rebuild it. – Constance
Katherine Tegen Books, $17.99.

August Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Foundryside  
by Robert Jackson Bennett
“Bennett created complex characters, a 
world that is half tech, half magic, and a 
story full of heart. It was a story that I 
couldn’t get enough of and can’t wait to 
see what happens next!” – Victoria

Mystery/Thriller
Lies by T. M. Logan
“Logan writes convincingly about 
the confusion, pain, and heartbreak 
of marital infidelity and about the 
consequent dissolution of trust and 
love. His final twist is jaw-
dropping.” – Kim

Young Adult
Not Even Bones  
by Rebecca Schaeffer
“Finally a YA protagonist you don’t 
want to be but is an absolutely 
fascinating read that lives in a world 
of complex shades of grey. Dexter, 
eat your heart out.” – Constance

J.C. Cervantes
Rick Riordan Presents: The Storm 
Runner

Friday, September 21, 7:00 PM

Sara Gran
The Infinite Blacktop

Saturday, September 22, 2:00 PM

Grady Hendrix
We Sold Our Souls

Saturday, September 22, 5:00 PM

Banned Books Week!
Celebrate stories that have been 
banned throughout history. Speak Out! 
Let their voices be heard!

September 23 – 29

Laurie Forest 
The Iron Flower

Wednesday, September 26, 7:30 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Reading: Anger is a Gift

Friday, September 28, 7:00 PM

Weston Ochse
Burning Sky

Guest Host Scott Sigler

Saturday, September 29, 2:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Die, Die Birdie  
by J.R. Ripley
“For Amy Simms, hatching a 
birding shop in her hometown of 
Ruby Lake, North Carolina, 
hasn’t exactly been a breeze. But 
could a deadly discovery clip her 
wings for good?”

Audiobook memberships are now 
Available at Mysterious Galaxy!

Powered by our audiobook partner Libro.fm

Do you listen to your books? If so, check out our 
audiobook membership features:

Over 70,000 titles

First month for $0.99

$14.99 monthly fee (one audiobook/month)

30% off additional audiobooks

Free Libro.fm iOS and Android App

Want to get started? Contact us or check visit 
mystgalaxy.com.

Fiction
The Silence of the Girls  
by Pat Barker
“A sweeping and enthralling 
retelling of classic Homeric 
mythology in the vein of 
Madeline Miller’s Circe.” – Kelly


