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Collectors’ Corner 

Tobias S. Buckell’s Crystal Rain was an 
early Signed First Edition Program pick back 
in 2006 and one of Patrick’s favorites. Since 
then Buckell has continued the Xenowealth 
series with Ragamuffin and Sly Mongoose. 
Now he brings us The Apocalypse Ocean.

Mysterious Galaxy is proud to have 32 MG 
special edition copies of this fourth book in the 
series. Each hardcover copy is numbered MG-1 
thru MG- 32 and retails for $40.00. Please act 
quickly as these are sure to go fast. (We also 
have a very limited number of signed firsts of 
Crystal Rain at the cover price of $24.95.) 

SF  

The Best of All Possible Worlds  
by Karen Lord

The genre of speculative fiction is 
particularly well-suited to exploring ideas and 
what-ifs, and extrapolations of situations in 
our present. Genocide strikes an alien society, 
leaving only a few male members behind after 
the near total destruction of their home planet 
and culture. Lord takes on big-picture 
questions like cultural survival, gender roles, 
and telepathic ethics by focusing on a 
microcosm. Assistant biotechnician Delarua 
accompanies several Sadiri survivors, 
including the gently grieving Dllenahkh, on 
an exploratory mission of the other cultures 
the Sadiri now must attempt to assimilate 
themselves with. Multiple award-winner 
Lord’s latest is rewarding science fiction for 
emotional grown-ups. – Maryelizabeth  
Del Rey, $25.00. 

Dreams and Shadow  
by C. Robert Cargill

Cargill, a longtime contributor to pop-culture 
website “Ain’t It Cool News,” adapts the 
rallying cry of local independent businesses, 
“Keep Austin Weird,” to a novel where things 
are indeed weird, in the darkly fantastic sense 
of the word. Ewan is taken as an infant by the 
fairies. The unhappy and resentful Knocks is 
the changling left in Ewan’s place. A chance 
encounter with a djinn leads Colby to become 
Ewan’s friend and champion. As adults, Colby 
is a great magician, Ewan is a dissatisfied rock 
star wannabe, and both are the focus of 
unwanted attention by a host of magical 
creatures with varying motivations. 
Recommended to fans of Bill Willingham’s 
Fables, and other dark fantasy works where it 
doesn’t pay to become emotionally attached to 
any characters. – Maryelizabeth 
Harper Voyager, $24.99. (March) 

Mystery 

Follow Her Home, by Steph Cha
Steph Cha’s fine debut novel, much like 

S.J.Rozan’s Lydia Chen series, is a mystery 
thriller that incorporates the Asian community 
and its customs, including corruption and 

murder. Starting out as a seemingly frivolous 
endeavor on the part of good friends to dispel 
a nagging suspicion, the story develops into a 
trail of deceit that reveals a complex story 
line. Song, an Asian-American recent college 
graduate, has not yet landed a job, but has a 
fixation on noir fiction and Chandler’s Philip 
Marlowe. When her best friend Luke asks her 
to investigate a suspected affair between his 
wealthy dad and his young Asian paralegal, 
Song has nothing to lose and an itch to 
scratch. Her first attempt in the investigation 
lands her unconscious in the trunk of a car and 
the story continues to advance to murder and a 
hint of pornography that inflames Song’s 
memories of her younger sister. – Bunny 
Minotaur Books, $24.99. (March) 

Three Graves Full by Jamie Mason
The gallows humor of 

Three Graves Full isn’t 
for everyone, but if you 
can see hilarity in the 
circumstances of a man 
driven to impulsive 
murder who is suddenly 
the subject of a police 
investigation because of 
the not one but two 

murder victims whose bodies are discovered 
in his yard – neither of which is the corpse he 
buried – this dark crime novel may be for you. 
Mason has deft little touches in her debut, like 
the main police detectives’ home lives and 
insights into the kinds of lies we tell ourselves 
to manage the occasional horrors of day-to-
day life, that make her an author to watch. – 
Maryelizabeth 
Gallery Books, $24.99. Signed copies 
available while supplies last.  

Crossbones Yard by Kate Rhodes
Are you a runner? Do you like London? Are 

you curious about how a serial killer’s mind 
works? If you answer yes to any of these 
questions, then partner with psychologist 
Alice Quentin as she races throughout 
England’s capital to discover a copycat 
torturer and killer of women. Six years ago, a 
couple – since apprehended – mutilated and 
murdered a baker’s dozen women. Now a 
copycat is using their methods to disfigure and 
destroy a new set of victims. Although beset 
by her own family demons and trust issues, 
Quentin aids the police in profiling the 
murderer and discovers uncomfortable 
connections to her life and the people who 
inhabit it. Does she know the killer? After all, 
can it be coincidence that Quentin has 
stumbled over two of the bodies? Keep pace 
with Quentin as she solves her first crime and 
discovers unsettling truths about the people 
surrounding her life. – Adrean  
Minotaur Books, $24.99. 

The Stonecutter by Camilla Läckberg
The Stonecutter is one of the latest offerings 

from the land of the midnight sun in the hot 
genre now referred to as “Nordic Noir.” 
Swedish author Camilla Läckberg has been 
hailed as the next Agatha Christie but not even 

the grand dame could have come up with a 
story so horrific yet fascinating in detailing 
the kind of crimes that get committed in small 
towns. There are two interweaving stories. 
The first concerns the death of a little girl 
whose body is pulled out of the sea by a 
fisherman. The second story, that of the 
“stonecutter,” takes place in 1923. Because it 
is a small town, the lives of the local police 
detective, Patrik Hedstrom, his domestic 
partner and their new baby also get pulled into 
the mystery in very frightening ways. I 
couldn’t put this book down. This is 
Läckberg’s third book, and has just recently 
been translated into English. She’s a must 
read. – Evelyn
Pegasus Crime trade paperback original, 
$15.99. 

The One I Left Behind  
by Jennifer McMahon

Twenty-five years ago, a serial killer 
terrorized a small Connecticut town. His 
trademark was leaving his victims’ right hands 
in milk cartons in public places, followed a 
few days later by their bodies. Reggie 
Dufrane’s mother, Vera, was presumed to be 
the final victim when her hand was 
discovered. When a demerged but alive Vera 
contacts Reggie and they return to Brighton 
Falls, it’s less a joyful reunion than a 
resumption of that terrible summer of 1985. I 
know it sounds like hyperbole to claim one 
reads with one’s heart in one’s throat, but 
that’s an accurate description of allowing 
Jennifer McMahon to immerse one in her 
suspenseful worlds. I literally have to remind 
myself to breathe as I turn pages, as she 
ratchets the suspense tighter and tighter.  
– Maryelizabeth 
William Morrow trade paperback original, 
$14.99. 

Curated fiction 

Tenth of December: Stories  
by George Saunders

George Saunders’ new 
collection of short stories is 
full of masterful tales, 
some sad, some sweet, 
some tense and frightening, 
and others that are outright 
bizarre and disturbing. 
Which is to say, Tenth of 
December is everything I 
like a short story collection to be. When I found 
myself riveted and sitting at the edge of my 
seat while reading “Victory Lap,” a short story 
about an abduction, I was hooked. Many of 
Saunders’ stories have a distinctly American 
flavor, and he has a skill for writing characters 
that have analogues in your daily life, and who 
invoke empathy. Many of his characters are 
unenviable, so to still identify with them and 
sympathize with them as a reader reflects great 
skill on the part of Saunders as a writer. Tenth 
of December is a great choice for fans of the 
short form. – Jaclyn 
Random House, $26.00 
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Hikikomori and the Rental Sister  
by Jeff Backhaus

Backhaus’ debut is one of 
the most original novels I 
have ever read. It is at once 
suspenseful and titillating 
and takes you to places you 
have never been. Thomas 
Tessler has locked himself 
into one room in his 
apartment for 3 years in 

response to the grief and responsibility he feels 
for the death of his son. His wife, Silke, lives in 
the room next door and still loves him, but is 
beyond frustrated with this behavior, having 
not set eyes on him for this entire period. She 
hires a “rental sister” to visit the house to 
persuade Thomas to come out of the room and 
enter back into life. Told alternatively from his 
point of view and the point of view of the 
Megumi, a Japanese-born young woman with a 
background and lifestyle that will alternately 
fascinate you and confound you. I was 
mesmerized by this novel from the first page to 
the satisfying end. – Terry
Algonquin Books, $23.95. 

Indiscretion by Charles Dubow
Just by reading the title, you know you are in 

for some titillating fun, some intense 
ramifications or more probably, both. 
Indiscretion is a glimpse at the lifestyle of the 
rich and famous, who own generations-old 
homes in the Hamptons where traditions and 
parties are the standard summer fare. The 
narrator is Walter Gervais who mostly resides on 
the sidelines of this story, though he loves and 
admires all of the main players. The story begins 
with the entrance of 20-something Claire into 
the insular world of this group. It is foretold that 
this young girl will have a major impact on their 
lives and you will quickly turn the pages to find 
out what has happened. – Terry  
William Morrow, $24.99. 

Horror 

Season of the Wolf by  
Jeffrey J. Mariotte

A film crew travels to the small Colorado 
town of Silver Gap to make a documentary 
about climate change, no easy task in a town 
full of unbelieving hunters. Leading this crew 
is a man haunted by his family’s sins … and a 
few of his own – a man hunting for no small 
measure of redemption. But in the town of 

Silver Gap, hunters have become the hunted. 
It’s not nice to fool Mother Nature! Once 
thought long gone from Colorado, it would 
seem that wolves have now returned, but 
they’re not your daddy’s wolves, oh no. And as 
if this wasn’t bad enough, wolves aren’t the 
only beasts on the prowl ... 

Season of the Wolf is a pulse-pounding 
supernatural thriller with a message, and a whole 
lot of carnage … so release your inner Wolfen, 
learn a thing or two about the world you live in, 
and pray you don’t become prey. – Patrick 
DarkFuse trade paperback original, $16.99 

Paranormal Romance 

Pride Mates by Jennifer Ashley
It has been a while since I started a new 

paranormal series that intrigued me with its 
world building and characters. I am admittedly 
late to this series, but I intend to make up for 
lost time. This is the world of Shifters who live 
in Austin, Texas in an environment thick with 
prejudice and peril. The danger comes, not 
from outsiders directly, but in the constant 
threat to their way of life, which they hold dear 
and very secret. In this series opener, one 
young human lawyer defies social norms by 
defending a Shifter for a crime he did not 
commit and seeks out help from his clan. She 
immediately runs into both lust and an 
abundance of brick walls which she is 
determined to meet head on (in both instances). 
It is a fun world to break into with a writer who 
is sure of her trade. – Terry  
Berkley Sensation paperback original, $7.99. 

For Readers of All Ages 

Romeo Redeemed by Stacey Jay
I enjoyed Juliet Immortal, in which Stacey 

continued the “tale of woe” for the most 
famous lovers in history, as their spirits 
journeyed through time, representatives of 
eternal adversaries in a battle for the souls of 
young lovers. And when Romeo Redeemed was 
published, my first question was how could 
anyone redeem that Romeo? The answer has to 
do with true love, of course – and forgiveness, 
and maturity. And an outcast contemporary girl 
named Ariel, whom Romeo (occupying the 
body of local bad boy Dylan) is tasked with 
saving from herself – the same argument that 
persuaded him to slay Juliet in the 14th Century. 
Ariel, Romeo, and Juliet all share parts of the 
story from their perspectives, and Stacey does a 
wonderful job of conveying the simultaneous 

conviction and self-doubt of teens, whether 
they’re 16 years old, or 700 years old.  
– Maryelizabeth 
Delacorte, $17.99. 

Perry’s Killer Playlist by Joe Schreiber
At the end of Au Revoir, Crazy European 

Chick, we hoped the unlikely team of 
Columbia-bound Perry Stormaire and assassin 
Gobi Zaksauskas would reunite. We are happy 
to report that they are back 
in another-action filled 
adventure which includes 
guns, killing, kidnapping, 
treachery, and some beautiful 
European scenery. Since 
New York City would 
probably never welcome this 
duo back, they find 
themselves reunited in 
Venice, where Perry and his band are finishing 
their European tour. Of course the 
circumstances are bizarre and there seems to be 
no end to the hunting and killing, but at least 
Perry is getting another great education? At the 
end, it doesn’t matter where they go or how 
many people get killed or how much action 
there is, it’s just fun to go on this ride (again). 
And apparently, it is not over yet! A fun read 
for all ages. – Terry  
Houghton Mifflin, $ 16.99. 

Beholding Bee  
by Kimberly Newton Fusco

Bee has lived most of her young life in the 
carnival. When Bee’s parents die, Pauline, the 
girl who runs the hotdog stand, is given charge 
of Bee. Born with a diamond-shaped birthmark 
on her face, Bee is happy enough to spend her 
days in the hot dog cart chopping onions, away 
from the prying eyes of the locals. The 
birthmark is not the only thing odd about Bee. 
For some time, she’s been seeing a lady with a 
big floppy hat that no one else can see. 

When Pauline is sent to work at another 
carnival, Bee runs away. When she comes upon 
a house that looks like it’s made of 
gingerbread, Bee instinctively feels drawn to it. 
And as it turns out, it’s the home of the lady 
with the big floppy hat and her companion. 
There’s a mystery revolving around the house, 
the ladies and Bee’s life before the carnival. 

Kimberly Newton Fusco has done an 
exceptional job of capturing the WWII time 
period. Beholding Bee shows you that 
accepting yourself is the first step to finding 
happiness. – LeAnna 
Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers 
(perfect for Middle Grade), $16.99. 

Fantastic Firsts
Mysterious Galaxy’s New Book Club for the Discerning Reader

Subscribe to any of our book clubs for one year and receive 20% off cover price of our carefully selected titles.  
When possible, the books selected will be signed first editions by authors we highly recommend and are likely to be collectible.  

Select from these hardcover book clubs:
Science Fiction/Fantasy      ♦      Mystery       ♦       Young Adult       ♦       Ladies, Lunch, and Literacy

We also offer two paperback original (pbo) Book Clubs which will introduce you to an author with a new series. Select from these two clubs: 
Urban Fantasy Series Starters            ♦               Cozy Mystery Series Starters

To sign up, or for more information, contact a staff member or check our website.  
The current titles we are offering are listed there and we will update them frequently.  

And don’t forget, book club subscriptions make great gifts!


