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R.A. Salvatore
Boundless

Ticketed Event

Friday, October 4, 7:00 PM

Naomi Hirahara
Iced in Paradise

Saturday, October 5, 2:00 PM

Patricia Smith
Remember

Shaun Barger
Mage Against the Machine

Monday, October 7, 7:00 PM

Charlotte Nicole Davis
The Good Luck Girls

Susan Dennard
Witchlands HC Boxed Set

Ticketed Event

Wednesday, October 9, 7:00 PM

Renee Ahdieh
The Beautiful

Sabaa Tahir
Reaper at the Gates

Ticketed Event

Thursday, October 10, 7:00 PM

Jennifer L. Armentrout
The Burning Shadow

Arwen Elys Dayton
Stronger, Faster, and More Beautiful

Ticketed Event

Friday, October 11, 7:00 PM

Lauren Taylor Namey
The Library of Lost Things

Autumn Krause
A Dress for the Wicked

Saturday, October 12, 1:00 PM

Romance Book Club  
Inaugural Meeting!
Rebel by Beverly Jenkins

Sunday, October 13, 12:00 PM

M y s t e r i o u s  G a l a x y  S a n  D i e g o      ♦     5 9 4 3  B a l b o a  Av e n u e ,  S u i t e  1 0 0 ,   S a n  D i e g o ,  C A   9 21 1 1     ♦     8 5 8 - 2 6 8 - 4747

Science Fiction & Fantasy
The Name of All Things by Jenn Lyons

This brilliant follow up to Lyon’s debut 
novel, The Ruin of Kings, is truly a fantasy 
for the ages. After the death of the emperor, 
the destruction of the Stone of Shackles, and 
the unleashing of demons across the living 
world, it appears that the prophecies about 
Kihrin were true. While hunkered down to 
hide from yet another dragon, Kihrin meets 
the woman of his dreams. Janel and her 

companion Brother Qown, have come a long way to be trapped 
in this tavern with Kihrin, and while the world outside falls 
apart, they catch him up on the events that led them to be here. 
Once again, Lyons weaves this narrative together as a text that 
exists in-universe, lovingly annotated by Senera, a “faithful and 
obedient” servant of Relos Var. It’s funny, tragic, brilliant, and 
complicated. I cannot get enough. – Gary
Tor Books, $26.99

Escaping Exodus by Nicky Drayden
The last remaining survivors of Earth now 
inhabit a city-size biological space creature 
serving as a vessel steering them toward a 
new homeworld. The story follows Seske, 
a young girl who lives an opulent life as 
the heir to the head matriarch position. 
Seske’s perspective is influenced by her 
deep feelings for her best friend, Adalla, an 
underprivileged beastworker. The two 
friends uncover secrets about their society 
and their ship, resulting in conspiracy, 

betrayal, and heartbreak. Drayden’s writing, as usual, features 
excellent world-building and characters. Escaping Exodus is a 
fun mixture of space exploration, political drama, diverse 
romance, dark comedy, and a tinge of horror. Fans of Jeff 
Vandermeer or Lauren Buekes will enjoy this strange and wild 
ride. – Guest Reviewer Jared
Harper Voyager, $16.99

Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir
Young Gideon will do anything to get away from the Ninth 
House’s dust and grimed-filled halls. Since she was a baby, she 
has only known the deep pit that is the kingdom, filled with 
crumbling tombs, decrepit nuns, temperamental necromancers, 
reanimated skeletons, and, suffice it to say, death. When offered 
her only real chance to truly leave the Ninth House and its 
heartless young ruler, Harrowhark Nonagesimus, bone witch 
extraordinaire, Gideon can hardly refuse. 
The girl’s task takes her far away to the 
illustrious and legendary First House, 
home of the King Undying, and closer to 
death than she has ever been before. A 
terrific marriage between science fiction 
and fantasy, Tamsyn Muir’s Gideon the 
Ninth is filled with gothic imagery and 
satisfying, high-adrenaline action. Think 
Dante Alighieri’s Inferno on steroids. 
Truly, this book is an imaginative, albeit 
macabre, wonder with writing that keeps the reader constantly 
in awe. – Nicholas 
Tor, $25.99.

True Bastards by Jonathan French 
The Bastards are back and this time Fetching is running the 
show! She has many challenges to face: from being the first 
female chief, to keeping her people safe 
and fed, to an illness she is desperate to 
cure. With old enemies and new just 
waiting for the True Bastards to make a 
wrong move, Fetching must do everything 
she can to keep her band together. French 
took everything I loved about the first book 
and cranked it up to eleven! French is able 
to write a world and characters and make 
them seem so real. I loved the way he takes 
the grit of Mad Max and throws it into a 
fantasy world that reminds me of Tolkien. – Victoria 
Crown, $27.00. 

Frankissstein by Jeanette Winterson
Three stories linked by the Mary Shelley and Frankenstein 
mythology evoke questions about creation, love, and the self. 

Young Mary Shelley in Lake Geneva, on 
the eve before writing Frankenstein. An 
older Mary Shelley meeting an inmate 
from Bedlam claiming to be Victor 
Frankenstein. A modern-day trans man Ry 
Shelley in love with scientist Victor Stein, 
pulled together by a gruesome connection 
in a world populated by sexbots and 
advanced AI. Mary and Victor are 
irrevocably intertwined and Frankissstein 
casts facets of light into their weird 

symbiotic relationship. It’s a lyrical, dreamlike story that does 
not offer anything conclusive and forces the reader to find their 
own answers. There’s a lot to unpack but the passages are so 
vivid and emotional, and characters so hilarious and beautiful, 
that it was a revelatory journey to be swept away in these 
worlds. – Jackie 
Grove Press, $27.00

The Warehouse by Rob Hart
Rob Hart’s not-so-distant future of The Warehouse is a 
cautionary tale of capitalism at its extreme; a corporate entity 
becoming the “big brother” that the literary classic 1984 warned 
us about. In the face of economic and civil unrest, compounded 
with the world news reporting 
overpopulation and resource shortages 
overseas, the corporate monopoly known 
as Cloud, an even grander version of (and 
I’m certain inspired by) Amazon, becomes 
the largest company in the world. Paxton, 
an ex-executive who is forced to work for 
Cloud after they put his company out of 
business, and Zinnia, a corporate spy hired 
to infiltrate Cloud, show how all too easy 
it is to hand over one’s personal freedoms 
for promises of safety and convenience. The Warehouse is a 
chilling, sobering, and altogether thought-provoking tale of 
greed and survival in uncertain times.  – Nicholas 
Crown Publishing Group, $27.00.

The Girl Who Could Move Sh*t With Her Mind  
by Jackson Ford
If the idea of a dysfunctional motley crew that was brought 
together due to government coercion, served on a platter of 
funny dialogue and tons of action appeals to you, then read this 
book! It was such a good, fast-paced story 
and the main character is a phenomenal 
narrator. From trying to prove she’s 
innocent of murder, to fighting off 
government a**holes that want to cut her 
open, to just wanting to own her own 
restaurant, this girl who can move sh*t 
with her mind is awesome. This book is 
perfect for getting you out of a reading 
slump. It’s a fresh story you’ll blow 
through and I truly hope we get another 
book with these guys. Grab a beer and a taco, sit back, and 
enjoy. – Constance 
Orbit, $15.99 

Mystery & Suspense
Tuesday Mooney Talks to Ghosts by Kate Racculia
Beginning with a wonderful name for a leading character and a 
fantastic title, this third outing for Racculia is a treat. Tuesday 
Mooney leads a wonderful life as a researcher for the 
fundraising arm of a Boston hospital, has a fabulous best friend, 
Dex, with whom she plays (and wins) 
trivia contests and participates in karaoke 
at the local bars, but she is still haunted 
by the disappearance of her best friend in 
high school. When a local billionaire dies 
and proclaims a treasure hunt in his self-
written obituary, Tuesday and Dex begin 
an adventure involving literary clues, 
mysterious millionaires, and new friends. 
This gem of a book is part mystery, part 
ghost story and loads of fun. Tuesday 
Mooney Talks to Ghosts is also about loss, friendship, family 
secrets, and self-acceptance. It is one of those rare novels that 
has it all. – Terry 
HMHBooks, $26.00.
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The Escape Room by Megan Goldin, read by January 
LaVoy and Ramon De Ocampo
A veritable modern-day Hansel and Gretel 
with an escape room in lieu of a candy 
house, Megan Goldin’s The Escape Room is 
a well-crafted, heart-thumping thrill ride of 
mystery, suspense, and scares. The novel 
chronicles Vincent, Sam, Sylvie, and Jules, 
four New York financiers, as they’re lured 
into a sleek, modern elevator converted into 
an escape room, each one of them believing 
they’re participating in a compulsory team 
building exercise. It doesn’t take too long for the four to realize 
that this isn’t a game, but instead an act of revenge. Switching 
back and forth from the claustrophobic horrors of the elevator, to 
a first-person recanting by a mysterious fifth person, The Escape 
Room reads like something between The Wolf of Wall Street and 
Gone Girl. Audiobook narrators January LaVoy and Ramon De 
Ocampo also did wonders with keeping the various tones playing 
out in the novel. A job well done! – Nicholas 
Macmillan Audio via Libro.FM.

Young Adult & Kids
War Girls by Tochi Onyebuchi

The year is 2172. Onyii and Ify are sisters 
by choice, born into a war that they didn’t 
create. The fragile peace that they had 
created for themselves is ruptured when the 
community of girls, all fleeing from the civil 
war that tore Nigeria apart, is attacked. 
When they end up on opposing sides of the 
deadly conflict, it will take everything in 
them to find their way back to each other. 
Inspired by Black Panther and true historical 
events, War Girls is as chilling as it is 

touching. Tochi Onyebuchi creates a portrait of a country and a 
people caught in a cycle of agonizing violence, but also reminds 
us that in the midst of bloodshed, brutality, and hatred, when all 
semblance of humanity might seem to be lost, there is still hope, 
love, and courage to be found in the human heart. – Kylie 
Razorbill, $18.99

Cog by Greg van Eekhout
Meet Cog: your typical curious young boy...
who just happens to be a robot. After an 
accident, he wakes up in an unfamiliar lab 
surrounded by unfamiliar faces. His creator, 
Gina, has gone missing, and Cog takes it 
upon himself to find her. But he’s not alone; 
long-lost sister Ada, Trashbot, Proto, and 
Car come to his aid, all while being hunted 
down by an evil corporation that desperately 
wants the cutting-edge X-Module in his 
head. Cog will go through more “cognitive development” than he 
ever has before as he discovers the power of choice on the road 
trip of a lifetime. Told with humor and heart, this is a tale that will 
keep you cheesing until the very end — and you might even learn 
a thing or two about platypuses along the way. – Darcy 
HarperCollins, $16.99

Dead Voices by Katherine Arden
The bonds of friendship and trust that were formed amongst 
Olivia, Coco & Brian in Small Spaces is put to the test in this 

story. On winter break the three friends 
along with Olivia’s dad and Coco’s mom are 
off to the new Mount Hemlock Ski Resort in 
Vermont. Upon their arrival they find they 
are the only guests to have beaten the 
massive snowstorm blanketing the area. 
Soon, strange things start to happen: the 
power cuts out even though the panels all 
test OK, the heat dies out even though the 
boilers are full and in working order. Then 
there are the ghosts—scared, dishonest and 
frightening. Only one more guest Mr. Voland, a freelance 
journalist writing about ghosts arrives to the resort. Is he a 
helping hand or a danger to everyone? The adults apart from Mr. 
Voland, fall into a deep sleep and can not be woken. And when 
both Olivia and Brian disappear, Coco must use her analytical 
mind to try to find and save her friends from a terrible fate. And 
about that watch… – Christine 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, $16.99

Non-Fiction
What We Talk About When We Talk 
About Books by Leah Price, read by 
Elisabeth Rogers
The introduction and subsequent rise of 
ebooks have sparked fierce discussions that 
they are killing what we recognize as the 
“traditional” book. But based off recent 
sales numbers for the last few years, paper-
based books are again on the rise. What then 
could possibly be threatening what we know 
as the book? Book historian Leah Price has 
brought together not only a quick and comprehensive study in 
people’s reading habits, but she also explores the deep history of 
the book format; be it done on papyrus, scroll, or the codex that 
people universally recognize. I learned so many factoids of books 
that as a book lover I feel utterly enriched. For any voracious 
reader and book fan, this is a simple must. As a bonus, listening to 
Elisabeth Rodgers’ narration was a complete treat. Her soft yet 
punctuated voice made the entire book seem like it just flew by.   
– Nicholas 
Hachette Audio via Libro.FM

Romance 
Well Met by Jen DeLuca
Shakespeare and Ren Faire nerds unite! 
Emily has been roped into being her niece’s 
chaperone at the annual Renaissance Faire 
in the small town of Willow Creek. Just off 
the heels of a bad breakup, she’s helping her 
older sister out while she gets back on her 
feet, and the Ren Faire seems like the 
perfect distraction. But Simon, the Ren 
Faire’s coordinator, seems to find fault with 
every little thing she does. When the Faire gets into full swing, 
things heat up between the two - but is the spark between them 
only because the two can’t help but flirt in-character, or is it 
indicative of something more? Something real? Get swept off 
your feet and wooed in true Elizabethan fashion by this delightful 
debut! With pirates, jousting, and tavern wenches galore, Jen 
DeLuca’s relatable characters and enchanting setting make this 
the perfect end of summer (or anytime) read. – Kylie 
Berkley, $15.00

September Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their  
favorite new books each month. As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and  

receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
How Rory Thorne Destroyed 
the Multiverse by K. Eason 
“The political intrigue never fails to 
surprise, each character is layered 
and compelling, and there’s a 
perfect balance between science-
fiction action and fairy-tale fantasy. 
Do not, under any circumstances, 
miss out on this.” – Kirkus Reviews

Young Adult
The Bone Houses  
by Emily Llyod Jones
 “A dark, mesmerizing fairytale 
reminiscent of the Grimm Brothers, the 
Brontes, and Neil Gaiman in turn. The 
Bone Houses is a haunting and hypnotic 
novel that I drank deeply and savored. 
Emily Lloyd-Jones is an author who should 
be on everyone’s radar.” – Mackenzi Lee, 
NYT bestselling author of The 
Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Last Pen Standing  
by Vivian Conroy 
A hotel guest is discovered dead in the 
bar, and amid the confusion, Delta’s best 
friend is suspected of the crime.Enlisting 
the help of her Paper Posse and Spud, her 
canine sidekick, Delta dives into the 
investigation. But Delta soon realizes her 
sleuthing may come with deadly 
consequences…

Mystery
Tuesday Mooney Talks to 
Ghosts by Kate Racculia 
“This gem of a book is part 
mystery, part ghost story and 
loads of fun. Tuesday Mooney 
Talks to Ghosts is also about 
loss, friendship, family secrets, 
and self-acceptance. It is one of 
those rare novels that has it all.” 
– Bookseller Terry

John Billheimer
Primary Target and 
Hitchcock and the Censors

Sunday, October 13, 2:00 PM

K. Eason
How Rory Thorne Destroyed the 
Multiverse

Sunday, October 13, 4:00 PM

Simon Tam
Slanted: How an Asian Troublemaker 
Took on the Supreme Court

Musical Performance

Monday, October 14, 7:00 PM

Book Discussion Group
Ocean at the End of the Lane  
by Neil Gaiman

Wednesday, October 16, 7:00 PM

Martin Limón
GI Confidential

Thursday, October 17, 7:00 PM

YA Book Club
Grim Lovelies by Megan Shepherd

Friday, October 18, 7:00 PM

Fall Local Author 
Meet & Greet

Saturday, October 19, 12:00 PM

Lovecraftian Afternoon with 
Leslie S. Klinger
The New Annotated H.P. 
Lovecraft

The Necronomnomnom

Saturday, October 20, 2:00 PM

Amanda Yates Garcia
Initiated: Memoir of a Witch

Thursday, October 24, 7:00 PM

Brent Weeks
The Burning White

Ticketed Event

Friday, October 25, 7:00 PM

Nancy Cole Silverman
The House of Hallowed Ground

Ellen Byron
Fatal Cajun Festival

Saturday, October 26, 2:00 PM

Tyler Hayes
The Imaginary Corpse

Friday, November 11, 7:00 PM


