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Diane Vallere
I’m Your Venus

Josh Hickman
Five Slices of Fear: A Connoisseur’s 
Hoagie of Horror 

Sunday, October 21, 2:00 PM

I Read YA Tour

Scott Westerfeld
Imposters

Kody Keplinger
That’s Not What Happened

Eliot Schrefer
Orphaned

Fonda Lee
Cross Fire

Justina Chen
Lovely, Dark, and Deep

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 PM

Scott Graham
Yosemite Fall

Wednesday, October 24, 1:00 PM

Hank Phillippi Ryan
Trust Me

D.P. Lyle
A-List

Thursday, October 25, 7:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Reading: The Dark Descent of 
Elizabeth Frankenstein

Friday, October 26, 7:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction
Ball Lightning by Cixin Liu
During a violent storm Chen witnesses his 
parents become vaporized by a rare 
phenomenon called ball lightning. Now a 
college student, Chen’s obsessive pursuit to 
study the mysterious ball lightning leads him 
to partner with a military weapons researcher 
who intends to harness its immense power for 
an impending war. As a fan of Cixin Liu’s 

stunning Three-Body Problem trilogy, I was not disappointed 
by this follow-up standalone novel . Like most of the author’s 
previous stories, what starts as a seemingly straightforward 
journey ends with profound revelations for not just the 
characters, but for all of humankind. Ball Lightning combines 
thought-provoking science with grand storytelling; delving deep 
into challenging but interesting topics of computer science, 
meteorology, and quantum mechanics. Liu’s limitless 
imagination and storytelling abilities, with Joel Martinsen’s 
excellent English translation, make this an enjoyable and 
fascinating read. – Guest Reviewer Jared
Tor, $28.99.

Strange Ink by Gary Kemble
A debut novel for author Gary 
Kemble, Strange Ink is a thrilling read of 
investigative journalism, political 
corruption, and murder from the horror 
genre. His use of tattoos as a means to 
imbue magic into skin is a clever idea in 
our modern-day, “inked” world. Also, it’s a 
rare opportunity that I’ll find a horror story 
set in the likes of Australia, so I relished in 
the unique cultural references and language 
that the author employed. Parts of the novel 

reminded me of a typical Stephen King story, while others 
reminded me of Stieg Larsson’s Millennium crime trilogy. An 
imaginative and engaging story for the author’s first published 
novel, Gary Kemble’s Strange Ink will undoubtedly find a way 
under your skin. You might never be able to look at tattoos the 
same way again. – Nicholas
Titan Books trade paperback original, $14.95.

Mystery
Wrecked by Joe Ide
Isaiah Quintabe (“IQ”), and his side-kick, Dodson, are back in 
another madcap detective thriller set in gritty East Long Beach, 
LA. Isaiah’s skills are being sought for cases ranging from 
missing cats to blackmail and kidnapping, and when an 
intriguing young artist, Grace, asks for his help, he eagerly 
agrees to take on her case. Grace wants him to find her mother, 
who disappeared 10 years ago, the night after her father was 
murdered. As the story unfolds, a secret video from the notorious 

Abu Graib military prison surfaces, and 
Isaiah and Dodson come up against the 
owner of a powerful private military 
organization, in addition to the usual 
pimps, thieves, and gangsters. Torture, 
PTSD, revenge, and racism figure 
prominently, with Isaiah and Dodson also 
facing the personal challenges of 
loneliness, romance, and new fatherhood. 
The narrative is unfailingly cinematic and 
action-packed, and Ide adroitly balances 
the novel’s seriousness with side-splitting dialogue and 
devastatingly funny prose. Highly recommended for readers with 
an interest in hip, Sherlockian detective fiction laced with a very 
dark episode from America’s war on terror. – Kim
Mulholland Books, $27.00.

Go to My Grave by Catriona McPherson
Go to My Grave is a modern Gothic thriller 
set in a posh bed-and-breakfast on the 
Scottish coast. Twenty-five year-old Donna 
Weaver and her mother have just renovated 
and renamed the old mansion, and their first 
booking is a set of fractious cousins who are 
celebrating a tenth wedding anniversary. The 
guests soon realize that they were all here 
before, 25 years ago, when something terrible 
occurred that all of them swore they would 
keep secret forever. The group of guests is 

already on edge when strange things start to happen. The “pranks” 
become increasingly disturbing, and fear and accusations mount. 
Then a dead body is discovered. Who will be next? Guilt and 
revenge are the prominent themes of this eerie, Agatha Christie-
esque story, and McPherson deftly uses alternating timelines, 
eccentric characters, and clever twists to drive the suspense. The 
ending will knock your socks off. Highly recommended for fans of 
classic country house mysteries and Gothic thrillers. – Kim
Minotaur Books, $26.99. 

Awesome Audiobooks  
(Available for download at https://libro.fm/mystgalaxy)
Tangled by Emma Chase
Read by Kathleen McInerney
I love the tropey alpha male characters who are successful 
businessmen bad boys that get their whole world thrown upside 
down when they meet that special someone they can’t live 
without. What is so awesome about Tangled is that it is written 
completely from the guy’s point of view! We see him get 
confused about why he’s become so smitten, frustrated with 
trying to win the woman he can’t get out of his head, and even 
devastated at times when things don’t go as planned. Here is a 
funny and brazen read that gives you plenty of hot and heartfelt 
moments. The audiobook edition is narrated by Sebastian York, 
my personal favorite narrator. – Constance
Gallery Books via Libro.fm

Meet Our Booksellers

Constance: 
Even if Constance doesn’t have a book in hand her mind is 
probably still wandering around some fictional world. Strong 
characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, plots 
that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some of the 
things that make a great book for her. 

Darcy:  
Raised by a librarian, Darcy grew up surrounded by books. 
She has an affinity for robots, fun scifi, and old-fashioned 
worlds of whimsy. 

Kelly: 
Mysterious Galaxy San Diego Store Manager Kelly is a 
reader of all things fantastic: from children’s fantasy 
literature (especially Harry Potter) to modern fantasy to 
medieval literature. Dark, lush, magical, and folk/ fairy-tale 
stories are sure to capture her heart.  

Kim:
Crooks, murderers, detectives, and spies - a lover of mystery 
and suspense, Kim is a crime novel enthusiast.

 
 
 
Maryelizabeth:
Maryelizabeth reads across all 
of Mysterious Galaxy’s focus 
genres and media (prose, 
sequential art, ebooks, and 
occasionally audiobooks), 
with an emphasis on sociological fiction.

Nicholas:
Nicholas is a writer, Disney nerd, and a triple-threat reader: 
fantasy, mystery, and sci-fi. His favorite stories involve rich, 
magical, and inviting worlds that often exist alongside our 
own. He’s still waiting patiently for his Hogwarts letter.

Victoria:
Victoria is a lover of all things “bookie” and Disney. She 
always has at least one book with her at all times. She loves 
to read fantasy, sci-fi, romance, and YA. She just wants rich 
worlds, and characters that are unique and full of spirit. She 
is always ready to go on an adventure hidden within the 
pages of her books.
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Sea Witch by Sarah Henning  
Read by Billie Fulford-Brown
Here is a beautiful tale that blends and 
twists the unique elements of an origin 
story and a retelling into one. While 
Henning’s novel subtly incorporates many 
elements from Hans Christian Andersen’s 
“The Little Mermaid,” she twists and 
molds these details into new shapes that 
form a story that takes on a life of its own 
and sweetly whispers notes of love, 
betrayal, and tragedy into your ear.  This 

book completely took me by surprise in the best way possible. 
The story builds upon itself getting better and better without 
losing momentum until it ends with a beautiful crash of 
everything falling into place at the end. I loved the story and 
while it broke my heart I can only praise how it was done. The 
way the chapters bounced back and forth with the time line to 
slowly reveal things was so good! There is a certain moment 
that will make it impossible for you to stop reading or listening 
and I can’t wait for it to find you. This review is for the 
audiobook edition of the Sea Witch for which the narrator did a 
splendid job. – Constance
Harper Collins audiobook provided by Libro.fm

The Wild Robot Escapes By Peter Brown
Read by Kathleen McInerney
Roz is back, and better than ever!  After 
being refurbished, our dear robot gets 
shipped off to work for the Shareef family 
on their diary farm.  And since she’s no 
mere automaton, she proves to be an 
invaluable asset — not only to the cows 
she has befriended, but also to the Shareef 
children.  Yet despite her newfound 
friends, she still yearns to be wild and free 
... and most of all, she wants to be reunited 
with her goose son, Brightbill. And so The Wild Robot Escapes!
Peter Brown has once again crafted an effortlessly charming 
tale, with the narrator adding an extra dose of saccharine 
goodness.  She reads with the soothing cadence of a mother 
reading a bedtime story, and the added ambiance/sound 
effects really draw you into the world. –Darcy
Hachette Audio provided by Libro.fm 

Young Adult
#murdertrending by Gretchen McNeil
In a not so distant future, the public execution of felons 
becomes the hottest and goriest show on air. Streaming live 
from the island of “Alcatraz 2.0,” the mysterious figure only 
known as “The Postman” soon has most of America obsessed 
with this twisted hybrid of justice and entertainment. Think Big 
Brother with more screaming and much more blood. It’s here 
that seventeen-year-old Dee Guerrera becomes the next 
convicted murderer offered up for this cruel game. The only 
problem is that she’s innocent. But, 
instead of lying down and dying, Dee is 
determined to fight for survival and 
discovering the real killer who purposely 
set her up. Gretchen McNeil’s 
#murdertrending borrows cues from the 
likes of The Running Man, The Hunger 
Games, and The Purge, adding dashes of 
pop culture references and humor, all 
wrapped up in a bow of teenage-girl 

power. Tune in as Dee, soon known as #CinderellaSurvivor, 
slays ridiculously-themed executioners and show ratings. – 
Nicholas
Freeform Books, $17.99.

On a Sunbeam by Tillie Walden
While I have expanded the ways I 
consume stories over time, I have yet to 
read webcomics, so I was delighted to be 
able to “binge” Tillie Walden’s warm SF 
adventure of families of choice in its 
collected form. Set in a universe with 
mysterious antiquities and fish-shaped 
spaceships, On a Sunbeam tracks two 
timelines in the life of Mia – her first job 
crewing on a restoration ship; and her 

youth at a boarding school, where she meets the intriguing 
and enigmatic Grace. Recommended for high school readers 
(due to language) and fans of Becky Chambers’ Wayfarers 
series. – Maryelizabeth
First Second trade paper original, $21.99.

Not Even Bones by Rebecca Schaefer
I really enjoyed Not Even Bones by 
Rebecca Schaeffer in all of its dark and 
twisted glory. The characters are 
monstrous. They are different in how they 
relate to the world, and they know it, but it 
doesn’t make them devoid of feelings. 
They’re constantly torn between their 
nature and personal set of morals they’ve 
constructed to not completely lose the 
shred of humanity that makes them still 
them. When the protagonist is thrown into 
the position of those she’s butchered she’ll 
do anything to survive and her fight grants her empathy for 
those her mother tortured while also pushing her deeper and 
deeper into the part of her mind that makes her calculating and 
at times cruel. The whole concept and execution of the book is 
well done and it gives a whole new meaning to living a day in 
someone else’s shoes.  Here is a YA protagonist that lives in her 
own complex shades of grey. Dexter, eat your heart out. – 
Constance
Houghton Mifflin, $17.99.

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo
“No funerals. No mourners.”
Six of Crows is a perfect mix of magic, 
chaos, and adventure. Think of the movie 
Ocean’s Eleven, with magic and gang/
mafia-run streets, and you have a hint of 
what awaits you in this novel. It’s a book 
that has you hooked by the first chapter, 
it had me from the first page. Kaz 
Brekker and his gang, The Dregs, run the 
streets of Ketterdam. He’s a young man 
that doesn’t let anyone get the better of 
him. Kaz and his friends have an impossible heist to pull off, 
and it’s more than money on the line for them to succeed. The 
Dregs come out of the book to share their close calls and 
small victories with you. Leigh Bardugo has a way of writing 
that makes you feel like the characters are sitting next to you, 
and the world is just a step away. You get pulled in and when 
the book ends you can’t help but want another helping of Kaz 
Brekker and the Dregs. –Victoria
Square Fish trade paperback, $10.99.

October Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Sisters of the Winter Wood  
by Rena Rossner
“With luscious and hypnotic prose, Rena 
Rossner tells a gripping, powerful story of 
family, sisterhood, and two young women 
trying to find their way in the world. I gulped 
it down!”—Madeline Miller, author of  
The Song of Achilles and Circe

Mystery/Thriller
The Witch Elm  
by Tana French “
“The ending is an existential tour-
de-force. Highly recommended for 
fans of atmospheric whodunits, 
psychological suspense, and family 
drama.” – Kim

Young Adult
Grim Lovelies  
by Megan Shepherd 
 “A beautiful tale of magic and sacrifice that 
asks how far you’d go to hold onto your 
humanity. Grim Lovelies shows the power 
in quiet strength and how a whisper can 
silence a shout.”  – Constance

Kayla Cagan
Art Boss

Amy Spaulding
The Summer of Jordi Perez (and the 
Best Burger in Los Angeles)

Aminah Mae Safi
Not the Girls You’re Looking For

Farrah Penn
Twelve Steps to Normal

Saturday, October 27, 2:00 PM

Jeri Westerson
Deadly Rising

Sunday, October 28, 2:00 PM

Neal Shusterman and  
Jarrod Shusterman
Dry

Monday, October 29, 7:00 PM

Book Discussion Group

Discussing:
Hold Me Closer, Necromancer

Tuesday, October 30, 7:00 PM

Hallowe’en Party!

Jonathan Maberry
Deep Silence

In Conversation with Ray Porter

Wednesday, October 31, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
A Catered Costume Party  
by Isis Crawford
“A Catered Costume Party is the thirteenth in 
this delightful series by Isis Crawford. I love 
the characters, the snappy dialogue, and the 
creative plot twists. A classic cozy among the 
best I’ve ever read.” 
–Suspense Magazine”

Events can be found 24/7 
on our web calendar

mystgalaxy.com


