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Marie Miranda Cruz
Everlasting Nora

Guest Host Barrie Summy

Tuesday, October 2, 7:00 PM

Kiersten White
The Dark Descent of Elizabeth 
Frankenstein 

Wednesday, October 3, 7:00 PM

David Weber
Uncompromising Honor

Thursday, October 4, 7:30 PM

Nicole Maggi
What They Don’t Know

Demetra Brodsky
Dive Smack

Emily Wibberley, and Austin 
Siegemund-Broka
Always Never Yours

Saturday, October 6, 2:00 PM

Henry Herz
Alice’s Magic Garden: Before the 
Rabbit Hole, How the Squid Got Two 
Long Arms, Good Egg and Bad Apple

Sunday, October 7, 11:00 AM

Maura Milan
Ignite the Stars

Greg Boose
Thetis: The Deep Sky Saga -  
Book Two

Alexa Donne
Brightly Burning

Bree Barton
Heart of Thorns

Friday, October 12, 7:00 PM

Rhys Bowen
Four Funerals and Maybe a Wedding 

Charlaine Harris
An Easy Death

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

Saturday, October 13, 3:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction / Horror
An Easy Death by Charlaine Harris

An alternate early 20th Century American 
history has the country broken into several 
territories. The Russian Royal Family through 
advantageous marriages arranged by Tsar 
Nicholas II now rules what was formerly 
California and Oregon. The area is now the 
Holy Russian Empire.
Lizbeth (Gunnie) Rose has been hired to guide 
and guard two grigoris (magicians), Eli & 

Paulina in their search for Oleg Karkarov, a wizard. While 
Lizbeth agrees to undertake the job, she soon realizes that she 
has a secret that must remain hidden from the grigoris. The story 
is fast paced, fraught with multiple dangers, betrayals, and 
intrigue. While magic is part of the story, it is not the driving 
force behind it. That is all Lizbeth, who is strong, smart, 
resourceful, and a remarkable shot with an 1873 Winchester or a 
Colt 1911. Here’s hoping there will be much more in the tale of 
Gunnie Rose to come.  – Christine
Saga Press, $26.99.

We Sold Our Souls by Grady Hendrix
Much like the horror genre, heavy metal 
music has often been given a bad reputation 
for its over the top appearance and often-
intense descriptions. It is no wonder then 
why a marriage between the two works so 
perfectly. In We Sold Our Souls, Grady 
Hendrix has written a power ballad in prose 
narrative that not only plays with the old 
story of selling one’s soul for fame and 
glory, but also pays homage to everything 
about Heavy Metal; the good, the bad, and 

the weird. And even though Grady has done well to craft some 
very gut-wrenching moments that forced even me to put the 
book down for a spell, he also managed to weave in an inspiring 
story of rebellion and hope in the face of overwhelming odds. 
After all, isn’t that what metal music is all about? – Nicholas
Quirk Books, $24.99.

In the Night Wood by Dale Bailey 
At once mysterious and imaginative, In the 
Night Wood is a thoughtful and moving 
novel about what it takes to find --and 
conquer--the darkness within. When 
literature professor Charles Hayden travels 
to a small England town to begin writing a 
biography of the author of his favorite 
Victorian children’s book, Caedmon’s 
Hollow, he does so in the hopes that he can 
leave the harsh realities of his past 
behind. But it’s not long before the past and 

present catch up with Charles. When an ancient and 
otherworldly power from the Night Wood threatens to overcome 
the small town, he soon finds the lines between fantasy and 
reality blurred. Using elements of Victorian literature, medieval 
fairy tales, and ancient folklore, Bailey paints a heart-wrenching 
and intimate portrayal of loss, madness, and magic. – Kelly
John Joseph Adams, $23.00.

Thrawn: Alliances by Timothy Zahn 
In the follow-up to Timothy Zahn’s first 
canon Thrawn novel, teamwork is the name 
of the game in the two timelines threaded 
throughout the narrative. One is set in the past 
during the Clone Wars, with Anakin 
Skywalker reluctantly teaming up with the 
strange alien Mitth’raw’nuruodo to find his 
darling Padme, who has gone MIA. The other 
is set in the present, after the Emperor has 
sent Darth Vader and Grand Admiral Thrawn 
off to the same world on which they first met 

all those years ago to investigate a disturbance in The Force. 
There’s tons of cool moments, and the alternating timelines kept 
me engaged. Zahn also peppers in some interesting tidbits of lore 
that could potentially have profound ramifications going 
forward. As an added bonus, if the thought of Anakin-slash-
Vader getting sassed by the galaxy’s favorite blue baddie fills 
your heart with joy (as it does mine), this book will not 
disappoint! All-in-all, Thrawn: Alliances is a thoroughly 
enjoyable read. – Darcy 
Del Rey, $27.99.

The Fall of Gondolin by J.R.R. Tolkien  
edited by Christopher Tolkien
Composed in 1916, The Fall of 
Gondolin is, as J.R.R. Tolkien himself calls 
it, “the first real story of this imaginary 
world.” It is a story of the Elder Days 
featuring Elrond’s grandfather, Tuor, and 
his journey to find the hidden Elven city of 
Gondolin. But just as there is inThe Lord of 
the Rings, an evil force is growing stronger. 
Morgoth, or Melkor, is bent on finding and 
destroying Gondolin. As he plans the city’s 

destruction, Tuor tries desperately to defend it against the 
inevitable and terrible attack of Melkor and his army of orcs, 
balrogs, and dragons. The Fall of Gondolin is one of Tolkien’s 
great unfinished stories. Utterly devastating, yet equally as 
beautiful, this is a book that belongs on every Tolkien reader’s 
shelf. – Kelly
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $30.00.

Mystery & Suspense
The Witch Elm by Tana French
French’s first standalone novel, The Witch 
Elm, is a haunting whodunit mystery that 
explores the life-altering effects of trauma. 
Twenty-eight year-old Toby is an easy-
going, charming, and handsome Dubliner 
whose happy life is ripped out from under 
him when he is severely beaten during a 
robbery. He is left with physical and 
cognitive damage that fragments his sense of self. Fearful, 
depressed, and humiliated, Toby moves in with his beloved Uncle 
Hugo, who is struggling with his own physical and mental 
deterioration. All hell breaks loose when the skeleton of one of 
Toby’s former high school classmates is found in the garden, and 
Toby and Uncle Hugo become suspects in a murder investigation. 
French uses the ensuing family drama to examine the fragility of 
identity, the fallibility of memory, and the intertwinement of luck 
and privilege, as Toby bewilderedly questions everything he thought 
he knew about himself, his family, and the past. Toby isn’t the only 
victim in this story, and French astutely probes the link between 
powerlessness, rage, and vengeance. Is murder sometimes 
justifiable? The ending is an existential tour-de-force. Highly 
recommended for fans of atmospheric whodunits, psychological 
suspense, and family drama. – Kim
Viking, $28.00.

The Boy at the Keyhole by Stephen Giles
There’s possibly no surer way to get me to 
pick up a book than draw a comparison to 
Shirley Jackson, and I am pleased to share 
that the story of Samuel, an unreliable first-
person narrator because of his youth and 
strongly held convictions, is a worthy 
analogous work. In the early 1960’s, 
Samuel Clay resides in a vast gloomy 
house in England, looked after by 
housekeeper Ruth. Samuel is in a sustained 
state of impatience, awaiting his mother’s 

return from her business trip to the United States – as her 
absence continues, Samuel begins to suspect that perhaps there’s 
a darker truth to be discovered. Chilling. – Maryelizabeth
Hanover Square Press, $25.99.

The Darkness by Ragnar Jonasson
The first book in a reverse trilogy, The Darkness is a chilling 
suspense novel set in Iceland. It features Detective Inspector 
Hulda Hermannsdóttir, a prickly 64-year old 
who receives the unwelcome news that she 
is being replaced by a younger colleague and 
forced into early retirement. Hulda tries to 
make the most of her remaining days by 
examining the cold case of a young, Russian 
asylum-seeker, Elena, whose drowning was 
ignored by the press and ruled a probable 
accident or suicide, after minimal 
investigation. Hulda strongly suspects foul 
play, and the tension builds as she 
distractedly starts to make mistakes, with devastating 
consequences. Hulda is hiding some very dark secrets, and an 
ominous sense of fatalism and foreboding inexorably builds to an 
ending that is truly shocking. Highly recommended for fans of 
Nordic noir and classic detective fiction, served ice-cold. – Kim
Minotaur Books, $27.99.



October  2018 Part 1     mystgalaxy.com

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  t h e  f r o n t 

Printed on recycled paper. 
The Plot Thickens is written and produced by the staff of Mysterious Galaxy © 1993-2018 Partners in Crime and Imagination

Depth of Winter by Craig Johnson
In Depth of Winter Wyoming Sheriff Walt 
Longmire goes rogue to save his 
kidnapped daughter from a vicious 
Mexican drug lord. After crossing the 
border against the explicit instructions of 
the US Government, Longmire begins his 
formidable journey with a colorful set of 
companions. In order to “blend-in” they 
set off in a 1959 pink Cadillac, with 
6-foot-5, 250-pound Longmire pretending 

to be Bob Lilly, the legendary Dallas Cowboys football star. 
Things go well for a while, but then his cover is blown, the 
road ends, and the journey to the remote Chihuahuan village 
where his daughter is being held becomes an arduous trek 
through the desert in 110-degree heat. The brutal terrain and the 
action-packed encounters with narco henchmen nearly kill him, 
but Longmire never loses his wry wit and humanity. Johnson 
contrasts the evilness of the drug trade with the bravery and 
compassion of Longmire and his allies, always confident that 
good ultimately conquers evil. Highly recommended for fans of 
pulse-pounding thrillers, honorable heroes, and great 
storytelling. – Kim
Viking, $28.00.

Curated Choices
Virgil Wander by Leif Enger 

I could not be more in love with Enger’s 
characters, midwestern town, and 
gorgeous writing. Virgil Wander is an 
integral part of Greenstone, Minnesota, a 
small town that you are easily and 
willingly drawn into as you learn about its 
inhabitants and history. 
Years prior to the start of this novel, Virgil 
Wander moved to Greenstone and bought 
a movie theatre called The Empress and 

then dedicated himself to spending his inheritance investing in 
it. When that path threatened to eat away all his savings, he 
took a second job as City Clerk where he is in the center of all 
small-town politics. At the start of the novel, Virgil 
inadvertently drives his car off an embankment, and the whole 
town watches his recovery and helps him heal. His recovery 
takes an interesting turn when a Norwegian visitor, Rune 
Eliassen, wanders into town with his imaginative designs for 
kites. The flight of these beautiful kites impact the entire town 
and even those who passes by. 
There is comfort in these pages as you hang out with Virgil, 
Rune, and the other inhabitants of this fine town. This is a book 
with big heart in a small landscape with solid midwestern roots. 
I hope I don’t have to wait 10 more years for the next novel by 
this gem of an author. – Terry 
Grove Atlantic, $27.00. Signed copies available after October 30.

Romance
Fallen Too Far by Abbi Glines
This was the first adult romance book I 
read by Abbi Glines. While I love her 
young adult novels (I could gush on and 
on about them for hours), I really loved 
reading her adult books. The woman just 
knows how to write a good steamy scene, 
and the perfect moments to build and 
release tension. Her stories are also filled 
with characters that simply capture your 
heart as you watch them grow, struggle, and fight for love. 
Every time I start reading one of her books I finish it that day, if 

not the very next. Her writing is fast-paced so you never get 
bored, and her stories always leave me wanting more. Highly 
recommended! – Constance
Atria Books trade paper original, $16.00.

Middle Grade and Young Adult
Sanity & Tallulah by Molly Brooks

Molly Brooks launches the delightful 
adventures of space-faring BFFs Sanity & 
Tallulah with this vastly entertaining 
middle grade graphic novel. Resources are 
limited and valuable on their home space 
station; therefore, Sanity’s creating an 
amazingly cute three-headed kitten 
(Princess, Sparkle, Destroyer of Worlds) is 
definitely against the rules, even before 
Princess, Sparkle, Destroyer of Worlds 
escapes, endangering their family, friends, 

and everyone else on the station. Molly’s illustrations and text 
have the assurance of an established creator, even though this is 
her debut. Recommended for fans of Zita the Spacegirl, Phoebe 
and her Unicorn, and budding scientists! – Maryelizabeth
Disney-Hyperion trade paper original, $12.99.

The Boneless Mercies by April Genevieve Tucholke
This is a tale of glory, not a story woven with flowery words 
and flowing dresses. Rather it is a tale 
beautifully carved from blood, dirt, and 
above all, death. For death haunts these 
four Boneless Mercies far after they 
abandon the death trade. It slithers as a 
viper through the roots of a marsh tree, 
tears their skin with the unforgiving 
sharpness of a thorn, and haunts their 
dreams like a witch’s spell. It follows 
their shadows, pushing them towards 
greatness while waiting to devour them 
at the slightest misstep. Oh there is magic, but of the harsh 
and demanding kind that provides strength and comfort in one 
hand but cruelty and manipulation in the other. The Boneless 
Mercies gives you a gritty saga well worth your time in a style 
not frequently found in YA but very much needed and 
impeccably done. Are you Vorse enough to live and become 
legendary, to be a name spoken around a fire years after your 
last breath and your body burnt to ash? You’ll know by the 
end. – Constance
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $18.99.

What If It’s Us by Adam Silvera and Becky Albertalli
I have read every single one of Adam 
Silvera and Becky Albertalli’s books, so 
as soon as I found out that they were 
writing a novel together, I couldn’t wait to 
get my hands on it! What If It’s Us is the 
perfect YA contemporary romance and it 
was one of the first books in a while that 
truly made me laugh out loud. This book 
is touching and so incredibly raw, for 
Silvera and Albertalli truly capture first 
love, desperation, and expectations. Both 
authors work so well together, and this 
collaboration means that both characters have very unique and 
distinct voices. I absolutely loved both characters and the 
authors created a story that read so smoothly and makes you 
ask, well if a wonderful love story can happen to others, what if 
it’s us? – Kaitlyn
HarperTeen, $18.99

October Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Sisters of the Winter Wood  
by Rena Rossner
“With luscious and hypnotic prose, Rena 
Rossner tells a gripping, powerful story of 
family, sisterhood, and two young women 
trying to find their way in the world. I gulped 
it down!”—Madeline Miller, author of  
The Song of Achilles and Circe

Mystery/Thriller
The Witch Elm  
by Tana French “
“The ending is an existential tour-
de-force. Highly recommended for 
fans of atmospheric whodunits, 
psychological suspense, and family 
drama.” – Kim

Young Adult
Grim Lovelies  
by Megan Shepherd 
 “A beautiful tale of magic and sacrifice that 
asks how far you’d go to hold onto your 
humanity. Grim Lovelies shows the power 
in quiet strength and how a whisper can 
silence a shout.”  – Constance

Shabnam Samuel
A Fractured Life

Sunday, October 14, 2:00 PM

Tara Gilboy
Launch Party for  
Unwritten

Michelle Barker
The House of One Thousand Eyes

B.A. Williamson
The Marvelous Adventures of 
Gwendolyn Gray

Tuesday, October 16, 7:00 PM

Joseph Olshan
Black Diamond Fall

Wednesday, October 17, 7:30 PM

Dan Koboldt, Kathleen S. Allen, 
Gwen C. Katz, Danna Staaf &  
Amy Mills
Putting the Science in Fiction: Expert 
Advice for Writing with Authenticity in 
Science Fiction, Fantasy, & Other 
Genres

Thursday, October 18, 7:30 PM

Elana K. Arnold
Damsel

Claire Legrand
Sawkill Girls

Anna-Marie McLemore
Blanca & Roja

Saturday, October 20, 2:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
A Catered Costume Party  
by Isis Crawford
“A Catered Costume Party is the thirteenth in 
this delightful series by Isis Crawford. I love 
the characters, the snappy dialogue, and the 
creative plot twists. A classic cozy among the 
best I’ve ever read.” 
–Suspense Magazine”

More October events can be found in our next 
newsletter and on our web calendar

mystgalaxy.com


