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Kami Garcia
Signs Unbreakable
Gala event with Guest Authors, Prizes, and More!
Wednesday, October 2, 7:00 PM

Kami Garcia, best-selling co-author of 
the Beautiful Creatures series, launches 
her new supernatural adventure series, 
The Legion, with Unbreakable. (See 
Maryelizabeth’s review on our website.) 
Amber Benson (The Calliope Reaper-
Jones series), Nancy Holder (The Wolf 
Springs Chronicles), and Lissa Price 
(Starters, Enders coming soon!) will 
join Kami to enhance the festivities! 
For every copy of Unbreakable pre-ordered or purchased at 
MG, the reader will receive an entry to win an Unbreakable 
gift box with jewelry, swag, and a $50 MG gift card. Kami 
will announce the winner at this don’t miss event!

San Diego Comic Fest
Town & County Resort Hotel
Friday, October 4 – Sunday, October 6

The San Diego Comic Fest is the new “old-school” comic 
convention, which aims to capture the camaraderie and good 
feeling of fan gatherings and conventions of yesteryear. The 
Guests of Honor are Larry Niven, Richard Kyle, and John and 
Bjo Trimble. Announced guests include Steven Barnes, Greg 
Bear, David Brin, Batton Lash, Jackie Estrada, James Morris, 
Jerry Pournelle, Scott Shaw! and Vernor Vinge. Mysterious 
Galaxy will be among the merchants gathered in the environs 
of the Town and Country Hotel. Learn more about the event 
at: sdcomicfest.org. 

Soho Crime Event
Guest Host: Tim Hallinan 
Authors: James Benn and Martin Limón
Friday, October 4, 7:00 PM

Tim Hallinan, our Soho host claims, “this has been Junior 
Bender’s year,” after publishing three Junior Bender mysteries 
in record time. He will host James Benn, best known for the 
Billy Boyle World War II Mystery Series and introducing his 
eighth adventure crime novel, “A Blind Goddess.” Also 
joining us that evening is Martin Limón, retired from U.S. 
military service after 20 years in the Army and author of eight 
novels in the Sergeants Sueño and Bascom series. He will tell 
us about his latest, Nightmare Range: The Collected Sueño 
and Bascom Short Stories. It should be an interesting evening 
for military and crime enthusiasts.

S.J. Harper Launch Party for Cursed and ... 
Jeanne Stein
Signs Blood Bond
Saturday, September 5, 2:00 PM

S.J. Harper is the pen name for the writing 
team of urban fantasy authors Samantha 
Sommersby and Jeanne C. Stein, both of 
whom are well-established among MG 
readers. Cursed, the first Fallen Siren 
novel, teams FBI agents Emma Monroe 
(Siren) and Zack Armstrong (werewolf) on 
a missing persons case that’s just the tip of 
the paranormal crime iceberg. Be sure to 
check out the trailer on our web calendar! 

And speaking of vampires in San Diego, Blood Bond is the 
ninth in Jeanne’s Anna Strong series, with the vampire and 
bounty hunter’s family and personal life becoming 
complicated as a rogue challenges her role as the Chosen One. 
The authors will talk gender roles and expectations, romance 
and mythology. 

Hank Phillippi Ryan
Signs The Wrong Girl
Wednesday, October 9, 7:00PM

Born Harriet Ann Sablosky, Hank Phillippi Ryan is an American 
investigative reporter for Channel 7 News on WHDH-TV. She 
is widely regarded as one of the most hard-hitting, informative 
investigative reporters in the region, having won numerous 
awards for her work. She is also an author of mystery novels 
including her latest, The Wrong Girl. It’s a trail of twists and 
turns that takes us deep into the heart of a foster care system in 
crisis and threatens to blow the lid off an adoption agency 
scandal. Come and visit with one interesting lady!

Valerie Plame with Guest Host: Catherine Fisk
Signing Blowback
Thursday, October 10, 7:00 PM

Catherine Fisk, Chancellor’s Professor of Law and a 
nationally recognized expert in labor relations, will host 
Valerie Plame [Wilson], a former United States CIA 
Operations Officer. Valerie is the author of Fair Game, a 
memoir detailing her career and the events leading up to her 
resignation from the CIA. Blowback, written with thriller 
writer Sarah Lovett, is a riveting cat-and-mouse game set 
within the world of international terrorism, covert operations, 
black-market WMDs, and brutal assassinations. You really 
must meet these two powerful women!

Steven Brust & Skyler White 
Sign The Incrementalists
Friday, October 11, 7:00 PM

Who are The Incrementalists? Publishers Weekly explains: “In 
this philosophical and inventive urban fantasy, Brust (the Vlad 
Taltos series) and White (In Dreams Begin) introduce the 
eponymous secret society, which has existed for millennia 
with a startlingly humble mission. The Incrementalists use 
their 40,000-year collective memories for ‘meddlework’ —
identifying people at turning points in history and 
manipulating them to try to make the world a little better.” 
Join Steven Brust and Skyler White as they share their 
infectious literary glee with readers.

Brandon Sanderson
Signs Steelheart
Wednesday, October 16, 7:00PM

From Brandon Sanderson, author of the Mistborn Trilogy, 
comes the first book in a new, young adult, action-packed thrill 
ride of a series—Steelheart. At age eight David watched as an 
Epic, a human with superhuman powers, killed his father. Now, 
ten years later, he joins the Reckoners – the only people who are 
trying to kill the Epics and end their tyranny. With bizarre plot 
twists, high-intensity action, and a touch of mystery and 
romance, Steelheart sucks readers into the prologue, slings them 
through one tension-filled encounter after the other, and then, at 
the strange and marginally hopeful conclusion, leaves them 
panting for the sequel, Firefight, due in 2014.

Conjecture / ConChord
Town & County Resort Hotel
Friday, October 18 - Sunday, October 20

San Diego’s Fall Science Fiction convention welcomes author 
Guest of Honor Esther Friesner (Nobody’s Princess, Spirit’s 
Chosen, etc.). Ghosts of Honor are Douglas Adams and Robert 
Asprin. The convention will take place at the Town and Country 
Resort Hotel from Friday, October 18 through Sunday, October 
20. Mysterious Galaxy will be in our traditional location in the 
Dealer’s Room, with books from Esther, Cody Goodfellow, 
Nancy Holder, Kirsten Imani Kasai, Dani & Eytan Kollin, 
Nathan Long, and more. Conjecture is a literary-oriented sf/
fantasy convention and ConChord is a southern California filk 
convention. More information on other guests and convention 
specifics can be found at 2012.conjecture.org. 

New Adult Event

Abbi Glines, Colleen Hoover, and Jaime McGuire
Sign Twisted Perfection, Losing Hope, and Red Hill
Wednesday, October 23, 7:00 PM

While a number of successful books are being published in the 
“new adult” genre, it remains a tricky-to-define category. 
Perhaps Jaime McGuire says it best when she explains it’s “not 
your mother’s romance.” Jaime and fellow best-selling authors 
Abbi Glines and Colleen Hoover can help further define the 
genre, which falls somewhere between young adult and erotica. 
Jaime’s Red Hill explores romance after the world’s end. 
Colleen looks at how love can heal the scars of guilt in Losing 
Hope. And Della and Woods wonder if they have a foundation 
for a relationship in Abbi’s Twisted Perfection.

Attendees are also encouraged to register for Adventure by the 
Book’s off-site event with Christina Lauren for Beautiful 
Player on Wednesday, October 30. See our website for details.

Shannon Messenger
Signs Exile: Keeper of the Lost Cities
Thursday, October 24, 7:00 PM

Local author Shannon Messenger dons her Middle Grade 
Author hat for our October event for Exile, the second book in 
her Keeper of the Lost Cities series. Tween Sophie Foster is 
starting to feel settled in her new world, and gaining 
confidence in using her telepathy to bond with her rare alicorn 

companion. But the dark forces of the Black Swan group still 
seek her, putting those she cares for in danger. Shannon is also 
the author of the Let the Sky Fall young adult series, and may 
offer hints of what is to come in Let the Storm Break.

Jean-Christophe Valtat
Signs Luminous Chaos
Friday, October 25, 7:00 PM

Attention steampunk fans – explore the 
strange and fantastic world of the 
Mysteries of New Venice as imagined 
by French author Jean-Christophe Valtat 
in Luminous Chaos. Jean-Christophe 
introduced “the pearl of the Arctic” and 
the rebellious Brentford Orsini in 
Aurorarama. When Orsini and friends are dispatched on a 
mission to Paris, they arrive in the correct city – in 1895. The 
San Francisco Chronicle notes, “Combining Arctic adventure 
with Victorian fantasy, this page-turner is as sparkling and 
colorful as the northern lights.” 

Hallowe’en Event

Paul Koudounaris, Tamara Thorne, Batton Lash ... 
and much more!
Saturday, October 26, 2:00 PM

Author and photographer Paul Koudounaris’ charnel house and 
ossuary research and photos have made him a well-known figure 
in the field of macabre art, and a leading expert in the history of 
bone-decorated shrines and religious structures. He will speak 
about his historical non-fiction work, Heavenly Bodies, and share 
a brief media presentation of the sumptuous photos. Tamara 
Thorne is a horror writer whose blood-chilling novel, Sorority, 
the first in a trilogy, is set at a college society where there is a 
sisterhood of evil and death. And San Diego’s own Batton Lash 
presents the latest in his Wolff and Byrd: Supernatural Law 
graphic novel series, The Werewolf of New York! 

When these three finish scaring you, we will have snacks 
prepared by our staff from the new Random House parody 
cookbook Snacking Dead. Wade Lucas from Random House 
will present his favorite zombie-related books, and local 
storyteller Marilyn McPhie will tell a frightening story or two 
to put you in a Hallowe’en state of mind.

Fierce Reads

Ann Aguirre, Gennifer Albin, Leigh Bardugo, and 
Jessica Brody
Sign Horde, Altered, Siege & Storm, and Unremembered
Tuesday, October 29, 7:00 PM

Mac Kids’ immensely popular group young adult author tour, 
Fierce Reads, returns to MGSD with four fabulous Fall 2013 
participants! USA Today best-selling author Ann Aguirre 
(AKA A.A. Aguirre) concludes her dystopian Razorland 
trilogy with Horde, as Deuce and her companions fight for the 
survival of humanity. Gennifer Albin continues the Crewel 
World trilogy with Altered, as Adelice seeks refuge and allies 
on Earth. Tsarpunk rules in the Grisha Trilogy by Leigh 
Bardugo, as Alina faces adversaries and the darkness within 
herself in Siege & Storm. And sole survivor Seraphina 
struggles with her Unremembered past in the first in Jessica 
Brody’s science fiction trilogy. 

Mira Grant
Signs Parasite 
Hallowe’en, 7:00 PM

Symbogyn Corp would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that “good 
health starts within,” as MGSD 
celebrates Hallowe’en with acclaimed 
horror author Mira Grant and her 
terrifying new work of better living 
through symbiotic science gone wrong, 
Parasite. Of course, fans of Seanan McGuire’s October Daye 
and InCryptid urban fantasy novels will have a chance to ask 
about those works, and what else the future holds in store for 
works under that name. 

Looking Ahead:
The La Jolla Writers’ Conference – November 1 – 3; The 
Jewish Book Fair in La Jolla & Cardiff by the Sea; TusCon in 
Tucson; C.J. Lyons – November 15; Men of Mystery in Irvine 
– November 16; Richard Lederer – November 17; John 
Billheimer – November 22; Monte Schulz – November 22; 
Reina Menasche – November 23; Our Holiday Party, the 
Grinch, and more!
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