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Tyler Hayes
The Imaginary Corpse 

Friday, November 1, 7:00 PM

Kiersten White
The Guinevere Deception

Ticketed Event

Tuesday, November 5, 7:00 PM

Jonathan Maberry
Rage

Tori Eldridge
The Ninja Daughter

Wednesday, November 6, 7:00 PM

Dana Fredsti and David Fitzgerald
Shatter War

Thursday, November 7, 7:00 PM

Carl Vonderau
Murderabilia

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

Saturday, November 9, 2:00 PM

Marissa Meyer
Supernova

Ticketed Event

Saturday, November 9, 4:00 PM

Romance Book Club
Burn For Me by Ilona Andrews

Sunday, November 10, 12:00 PM

Georgie Blalock
The Other Windsor Girl

Sunday, November 10, 2:00 PM

Kel Kade
Fate of the Fallen

Jen Lyons
Name of All Things

Ticketed Event

Sunday, November 10, 4:00 PM

Lisa Jewell
The Family Upstairs

Monday, November 11, 7:00 PM

Dan Goldman
Chasing Echoes

Thursday, November 14, 7:00 PM
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Science Fiction & Fantasy
The Starless Sea by Erin Morgenstern 

Morgenstern’s 2011 debut The Night Circus 
swept the world by storm and this highly 
anticipated second novel does not disappoint. 
The Starless Sea is a beautifully composed 
story of hidden worlds, secret libraries, 
pirates, masquerades, and ancient, timeless 
love. Morgenstern writes about magic and 
storytelling tenderly and deftly, weaving a 
tale that is at once a love letter to the art of 

story and a uniquely compelling and imaginative narrative. I 
adored every glittering, enchanting page of this book. – Kelly 
Doubleday Books, $28.95

Novice Dragoneer by E. E. Knight
Ileth’s dream to become a dragoneer seems 
far-fetched - she is a penniless orphan with 
a stutter, pitied and scorned by those 
around her. But one day, a dragon and his 
dragoneer stop by Ileth’s small out-of-the-
way village, and Ileth’s entire perspective 
shifts. She makes the dangerous journey to 
the Serpentine, an academy for those who 
wish to ride and care for dragons and rises 
unexpectedly in the esteem of her 
superiors and peers by way of her own 

determination, resilience, and honor-clad spirit. E. E. Knight 
weaves a deft tale of beginnings and hopeful aspiration, 
triumphs and near failures, all while inviting us into a charming 
and dangerous realm of valiant dragons and their dragoneers, 
rival nations, and scheming students. This is a promising 
beginning for a promising young heroine, and once you flip that 
final page with a racing, joyous heart, you’ll wish you had the 
sequel in hand! –Kylie 
Ace, $16.00

The Princess Beard by Delilah Dawson & Kevin Hearne
A princess, freshly awoken from a long 
sleep, finds herself alone and much hairier 
than before; a misogynistic centaur looks for 
a way to rid himself of the magic that 
conjures tea and cupcakes when he’s 
stressed; a pirate-parrot captain sails upon 
“The Puffy Peach.” Wickedly irreverent, The 
Princess Beard stays true to the first two 
books in the Tales of Pell series, keeping the 
fantasy tropes rolling and the laughs flying. 
But this time, it takes to the high seas! Who 
doesn’t love pirates?! Kevin Hearne and Delilah Dawson have 
done it again, crafting a fantastically hilarious world, complete with 
a bevy of colorful and inclusive characters that I feel need more 
exposure in the genre. Though the books aren’t really connected 
beyond the kingdom it takes place in, readers of the first title, Kill 
the Farm Boy, will enjoy a nice surprise that makes everything 
almost feel like it came full circle. – Nicholas
Del Rey Books, $27.00.

Fate of the Fallen by Kel Kade
As a lifelong fan of epic fantasy, this book 
is right up my alley. Immediately 
subverting traditional fantasy tropes, Fate 
of the Fallen takes the prophecy of the 
“Chosen One” and spins an entirely new 
tale. In a world of dubious heroes, 
indifferent gods, and incredible magic, 
Mathias and his best friend Aalso set out 
on a quest to, hopefully, save the world 
and prevent the spreading darkness. But, 
when tragedy strikes the party before their mission can truly 
begin, will these heroes be able to overcome the insurmountable 
odds set against them? – Gary
Tor Books, $25.99

The Deep by Rivers Solomon with Daveed Diggs, 
William Hutson, and Jonathan Snipes
Solomon, whose An Unkindness of Ghosts was one of my top 
recommendations of 2017, is perfectly suited to expand the 
concept of a civilization of merfolk whose origins were born in 
the violence of pregnant African women sent to the depths from 
the vessels of white slave traders. Their co-authors are 
musicians who composed a song about a war between the 
resulting people, and their dryland adversaries. The Deep 

focuses on Yetu, whose role as historian is 
to individually be burdened with six 
centuries of memories of all the wajinru 
(merfolk), and the consequences when she 
abdicates her responsibility. With shades of 
Hans Christian Andersen, Ursula Le Guin, 
Lois Lowry, and their own inimitable 
explorations of difficult social 
interrelationships, Solomon’s short tome is 
indeed, word play aside, a deep read. 
Strongly recommended. – Maryelizabeth

Saga Press, $19.99.

Mystery & Suspense
Coached to Death by Victoria Laurie 
Laurie has done it again with another winning series! And we 
get to fall in love all over again with returning character faves, 
Cat Cooper and Gilley Gillespie as they 
join forces as “besties” to become a 
resourceful (and hilarious) crime-solving 
duo, taking Cat’s new digs in the 
Hamptons by storm. Cat is putting the 
finishing touches on her new home and 
Gilley is living in her guest house. She is 
trying to adjust to her life as a single 
woman and start up her new career as a 
life coach. The trouble starts almost 
immediately when her neighbor Heather 
Holland treats her with distain and then taunts her into attending 
a party where she is hazed in the most public way. Cat, of 
course, does not bother to hide her thoughts or feelings about 
Heather in front of the entire party. When Heather is found dead 
in her home, Cat is the first suspect and another humiliation is in 
store when the local homicide detective decides to make an 
example of her. What to do? Find out who the real killer is, of 
course!! Combining forces with Gilley to solve the crime while 
simultaneously entering the dating scene … there is plenty 
going on and the entertainment jumps out on every page. I can’t 
wait for #2! – Terry 
Kensington Books, $26.00.

Your House Will Pay by Steph Cha
Steph Cha once again sets her narrative in Los Angeles and this 
time transports us to the violent riots and unrest of the early 
nineties. During that turbulent period, a young 
black girl, purchasing a bottle of milk, is shot 
in a grocery store by one of the store owners. 
The store owner is acquitted, the store is closed 
and the victim’s brother, aunt and cousin are 
left alone with the excruciating heartache. 
Now, in 2019, a black boy is shot by police in 
his own backyard and protests have begun. 
Grace, daughter of Korean immigrants, is 
attending one of these demonstrations to 
placate her older sister Miriam who is an activist and has not 
spoken to their parents in two years. Grace struggles with the 
disconnect and blames her sister: however, she is about to discover 
unimaginable secrets and experience shattering events in her 
sheltered life. This is a must read truly aiding the understanding of 
the anguish humanity brings upon itself in the wake of prejudice 
and bigotry. – Guest Reviewer Bunny
Ecco Press, $26.99 

Apple Cider Slaying by Julie Ann Lindsey
Winona Mae Montgomery is determined to live her dream while 
saving her beloved Granny Smythe’s apple orchard. With the 
co-operation of the neighborhood banker, Winnie plans to open 
a cider shop on her Granny’s land. 
Preparation and planning don’t help when, 
banker in tow, Winnie finds a body. Sheriff 
Wise finds himself hunting a killer and 
protecting one stubborn woman. There are 
some laugh-out-loud moments when the 
very appealing Colton Wise manages to 
second guess and thwart Winnie. Interplay 
between the two main characters, a lively 
small-town setting, and plenty of action 
keeps this mystery moving forward. Hints 
at a secret in Colton’s past, a couple of yummy sounding 
recipes, and the promise of more sexual tension and suggestive 
repartee between Winnie and Colton has me anxious for round 
two. – Guest Reviewer Sandy
Kensington Books, $7.99
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The Family Upstairs by Lisa Jewell
In The Family Upstairs, Lisa Jewell constructs a labyrinthian 
story connected by dark histories, missing family, and old secrets. 
It begins with an inheritance of a gigantic 
mansion in the most tony part of London. 
Libby has had a loving and uneventful 
upbringing by her adoptive parents. When 
she visits the house she inherits, she is 
shocked by its size and disrepair. Years ago 
there was a double suicide, and she was the 
baby discovered alone in the house. Henry 
grew up in the same house and recounts the 
disturbing events that occurred when his 
mother invites mysterious strangers to stay 
with them. And in France, Lucy travels with her two small 
children when a notice comes up that a baby has turned 25. Their 
stories twist and intertwine and Lisa Jewell masterfully 
orchestrates each shocking reveal with the dexterity of an 
absolute maestro. The Family Upstairs kept me up late into the 
night. This was truly an unputdownable read and the perfect book 
to spend a few thrilling hours with.  – Jackie 
Atria Books, $27.00

An Old Man’s Game by Andy Weinberger
I have not had this much fun in a mystery 
debut in many, many years. Not only does 
Weinberger (and his aging, retired detective 
Amos Parisman) have a great sense of 
humor, but his take on Los Angeles makes 
this a joy to read for all of us locals. Amos 
has long since retired but is called back into 
action by the Board of Directors of his local 
temple to investigate the death of their rabbi, 
who died during lunch at the iconic Canter’s 
Deli on LA’s west side. Amos takes us on a 
ride through Los Angeles via his lifetime of experience thinking 
through the mysteries of life and death while mentoring his 
sidekick (and ex-professional wrestler) Omar Villasenor. I loved 
every minute and look forward to the next installment.  – Terry 
Prospect Park Books, $16.00.

Young Adult & Kids
Winterwood by Shea Ernshaw

Part Practical Magic, part fairytale, 
Winterwood is beautiful, dark, and 
wonderful. Winterwood is a story about 
witches, deadly secrets, and a wood that 
seems to be alive in more ways than one. 
Nora, a Walker witch, finds Oliver, a boy 
who went missing in the Winter Woods. 
Each has their own connections to the 
woods, and Oliver has secrets he’d do 
anything to keep hidden in the dark. 
Ernshaw created characters who are alive 

and haunting; even her woods stay with you long after the story 
has ended. This was a perfect Fall read and is one I’m sure will 
stay with me for moons to come. There are two things I learned 
from this book; “never waste a full moon, even in winter” and to 
be careful of the dark, dark wood. – Victoria
Simon Pulse, $18.99.

Girls of Storm and Shadow by Natasha Ngan
Ikhara is on the verge of civil war. After her 
failed assassination attempt upon the King, 
Lei barely escaped with her life, and is 
thrust onto a hard, cold journey to garner 
allies for a rebellious Clan Lord. Tensions, 
lies, and heartache buffet Lei on all sides as 
she tries to recover from the trauma of 
living as one of the King’s Paper Girls, and 
it will take everything in her to rise above it. 
Will the love of Wren, also a former Paper 
Girl, be able to buoy her as it did in the 
Hidden Palace, or will it complicate the fragile peace that Lei is 
fighting to make a reality? In this heart-stopping sequel to Girls of 
Paper and Fire, the stakes are at an all-time high. Get caught up 
in the political scheming of a fracturing kingdom alongside Lei 
and Wren as they journey across Ikhara to find allies for their 
cause - though they might lose each other in the process.
Jimmy Patterson, $18.99

The Guinevere Deception by Kiersten White
In this fresh take on the King Arthur legend, 
Guinevere rides to Camelot intent not only 
on marring Arthur, but also on protecting 
him from an unknown, but growing 
darkness that threatens his life—and the 
whole of Camelot. Under instructions from 
the great wizard Merlin, Guinevere stays 
close to Arthur and navigates courtly life, 
keeping a steady watch on all those who 
may likely do harm. But Guinevere has a 
deadly secret of her own—and one that may 
not only threaten Arthur, but also her own place in Camelot. Will 
she be able to keep her true identity a secret and Camelot safe 
from dark magic? Effortlessly steeped in traditional Arthurian 
legend, The Guinevere Deception takes the familiar knights and 
women of Camelot and fleshes them out with new 
characterizations and magic. The result is a welcome addition that 
feels true to tradition but also is uniquely Kiersten White. – Kelly 
Delacorte Press, $18.99.

November Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their  
favorite new books each month. As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and  

receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Starless Sea  
by Erin Morgenstern 
“Morgenstern writes about magic 
and storytelling tenderly and deftly, 
weaving a tale that is at once a love 
letter to the art of story and a 
uniquely compelling and 
imaginative narrative. I adored every 
glittering, enchanting page of this 
book.” – Kelly 

Young Adult
Winterwood  
by Shea Ernshaw 
“Ernshaw created characters who 
are alive and haunting; even her 
woods stay with you long after 
the story has ended. This was a 
perfect Fall read and is one I’m 
sure will stay with me for moons 
to come.” –Victoria 

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Apple Cider Slaying  
by Julie Anne Lindsey 
“Interplay between the two main 
characters, a lively small-town 
setting, and plenty of action keeps 
this mystery moving forward!” – 
Guest Reviewer Sandy

Mystery
Coached to Death  
by Victoria Laurie 
“Laurie has done it again with 
another winning series! there is 
plenty going on and the 
entertainment jumps out on 
every page. I can’t wait for #2!” 
– Terry 

Kensington CozyClub Mini Conference 2019
At the Scripps Miramar Ranch Library

Sunday, November 17, 12:00 to 4:00 PM

Book Discussion Group
Skyward by Brandon Sanderson

Wednesday, November 20, 7:00 PM

YA Book Club
The Last True Poets of the Sea  
by Julia Drake 

Friday, November 22, 7:00 PM

Matt Coyle
Lost Tomorrows

Saturday, November 23, 2:00 PM

Geanna Culbertson
Cristana Knight: The Lost King

Saturday, November 23, 4:00 PM

Small Business Saturday
Indies First Celebration

Saturday, November 30, all day

Holiday Party
Featuring Julie Berry, Melissa de la 
Cruz, Tim Maleeny, and more!

Saturday, December 7, 2:00 PM

Romance Book Club
How the Dukes Stole Christmas: A 
Christmas Romance Anthology  
by Sarah MacLean, Tessa Dare, 
Joanna Shupe, Sophie Jordan

Sunday, December 8, 12:00 PM

Tessa Dare
How the Dukes Stole Christmas: A 
Christmas Romance Anthology 

Sunday, December 8, 2 PM

Tomi Adeyemi
Children of Virtue & Vengeance

In Conversation with Adalyn Grace 
Ticketed Event

At the San Diego Central Library 
Saturday, December 14, 2:00 PM

Shannon Messenger
Legacy

In Conversation with Jessica Kim

Wednesday, December 18, 7:00 PM

YA Book Club
Prince Charming (Royals #1)  
by Rachel Hawkins

Friday, December 27, 7:00 PM

Mysterious Galaxy 
Dungeons & Dragons 

Campaign 

Sunday, November 3, 2019 - 4:30pm
Sunday, November 24, 2019 - 4:30pm  
Sunday, December 1, 2019 - 4:30pm  

Join local YA author Tomi Adeyemi for the West Coast launch event 
of the highly anticipated sequel to her instant #1 New York Times 

bestselling debut, Children of Blood & Bone. This will be Tomi’s only 
West Coast appearance on her tour. Tickets only available through 

https://tomiadeyemiinsd.brownpapertickets.com/


