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Picturebookstravaganza

Marcie Colleen
Penguinaut

Sally Pla
Benji, the Bad Day, and Me

Susie Ghahremani
Balance the Birds

Ken Min
Love is Love

Saturday, November 3, 2:00 PM

Brandon Sanderson
Skyward 
(ticketed)

Wednesday, November 7, 7:00 
PM

Julie Rieger
The Ghost Photographer

Thursday, November 8, 7:30 PM

Linda Thomas-Sundstrom
Code Wolf

Saturday, November 10, 2:00 
PM

Jason Williams & Derek 
McCaw
I Was Flesh Gordon: Fighting the 
Sex Ray and Other Adventures of 
an Accidental Porn Pioneer

Saturday, November 10, 4:00 PM

Kathleen Kaufman
Hag

Sunday, November 11, 2:00 PM

Shaun Barger
Mage Against the Machine

Friday, November 16, 7:30 PM

Matt Coyle
Launch Party for Wrong Light

Saturday, November 17, 2:30 PM

Indies First Day! 
Small Business Saturday! 

  
Author booksellers include:  

Joe Yogerst,  
T. Greenwood, Henry Herz,  

Huda Al-Marashi,  
Emily Skrutskie, and 

Jessica Cluess  
 

Loyalty Loot & New Year’s Day Sale  
Coupon distribution begins!                                                                                           

Saturday, November 24, all day!                                 
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Speculative Fiction
Thin Air by Richard K. Morgan

Best known for his novel Altered Carbon, 
now also a popular Netflix series, Richard K. 
Morgan returns with another fantastical look 
into the possible future in Thin Air. 
Think Blade Runner meets The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly. Still believing in the idea 
of “Manifest Destiny,” mankind has reached 
out into the stars. Here, even after centuries 
of being colonized by the people of Earth, 

Mars still proves to be a wild land where money talks, under-the-
table deals are part of everyday life, and only the hard survive. 
Richard has turned the much dreamed of Red Planet into a wild-
west frontier filled with technological wonder while still 
retaining a constant threat of danger. His gritty writing and 
sometimes crude-sounding narration mirrors the harsh landscape 
and reality that is life on Mars. Complete with investigative 
intrigue and thrilling action, Thin Air is a techno-western for 
today’s times. – Nicholas
Del Rey Books, $28.00.

The Sisters of the Winter Wood by Rena Rossner
A magical, lush debut with fierce sisterly 
love at its core.  Alternating chapters in 
both poetry and prose tell the story of 
Liba and Laya, two sisters that discover 
their family history is something straight 
out of a fairy tale: Liba, like her father is 
part bear, and Laya, like her mother is 
part swan. As each sister navigates their 
new abilities of transformation, so too 
must they learn how to protect each other 
when a mysterious group of merchants 
arrive in their village, selling magical fruit and spinning 
malicious, deadly lies. Sisters of the Winter Wood is a lush 
reworking of Christina Rossetti’s The Goblin Market, but with 
deep characterization, historical details, and a magical setting, it 
is also utterly original. I was swept away in Rossner’s book and 
you will be too! – Kelly
Redhook, $27.00.

Strange Practice by Vivian Shaw
Dr. Greta Helsing’s practice is focused 
mostly on treatment of the … differently 
alive. Dr. Helsing inherited her special 
relationship with a community of beings 
mundanes might be likely to term 
“monsters” from her deceased father. 
Shaw offers a delightful combination of 
the charming stories of a dedicated British 
physician, including the occasional 
medicinal cup of tea, or the applications of 
3D printing technology for addressing 

bone deterioration among those who’ve been walking on their 
feet for centuries with a deeply ingrained sense of the truly 
weird, as something sparks a series of attacks on both humans 
and supernatural residents of London. The cover art, with its 
combination of woodcut style and the current London skyline 
visible in the background nicely evokes the series’ contemporary 
meets classic monster tale sensibility. – Maryelizabeth
Orbit trade paper original, $14.99.

Alice Isn’t Dead by Joseph Fink
“This isn’t a story. It’s a road trip.” Whether you’re a fan of the 
podcast, or just a fan of horror stories, Alice Isn’t Dead is the 
perfect thriller. The story follows Keisha 
Lewis, whose wife Alice has gone 
missing. After months of searching to no 
avail, she mourns, believing Alice to be 
dead. That is, until she spots Alice in the 
background of news reports from all 
across America. Keisha takes a job with a 
trucking company, and travels the 
country, determined to find her wife. 
What she finds instead is an otherworldly 
conflict in the hidden corners of our 
nation. Keisha doesn’t know what this secret war with inhuman 
killers has to do with her, but she has learned one thing: Alice 
isn’t dead, and she’ll do whatever it takes to find her. – Gary 
Harper Perennial, $19.99.

Rewrite by Gregory Benford
Death comes, and it is swift. However, 
what if you found that death didn’t mean 
the end? What if life began again, picking 
up decades prior as a younger version of 
yourself? Like a skipping record whose 
needle travels back over the ridges of vinyl, 
Charlie Moment wakes up thirty-two years 
earlier, sixteen again. But eventually in his 
“Charlie Two” life, he discovers that he 
isn’t alone in this game of reincarnation. 
And these other players play for 

keeps. Rewrite is a gem of a novel that is best described as an 
experience. A companion to his bestseller Timescape, its story 
radiates with feelings of déjà vu and countless possibilities for 
the taking. In my opinion, it is a worthy addition to Gregory 
Benford’s book list, right next to his and Larry Niven’s Bowl of 
Heaven, and a must read for fans of the multiverse theory. – 
Nicholas
Saga Press, $27.99.

Melmoth by Sarah Perry 
Melmoth: the legendary wandering 
figure of a woman clad in all black, 
always waiting, always watching. Helen 
Franklin lives in quite life Prague 
working as a translator but when her 
friend Karel disappears and leaves Helen 
with mysterious scholarship of the 
legendary figure, including firsthand 
accounts and confessions of Melmoth’s 
existence, Helen soon finds herself 
slipping into darkness in attempts to 
unravel the mystery of the phantom figure. A sense of foreboding 
mystery and Gothic dread, coupled with Perry’s beautiful, 
seductive prose, will lure you into this book – and have you 
looking over your shoulder long after you’ve finished. – Kelly
Custom House, $27.99.

Vita Nostra by Marina and Sergey Dyachenko
A fever dream that you can’t wake up from; 
that’s what it felt like when I read Vita 
Nostra. Originally a Russian novel 
published in 2007, Vita Nostra has since 
become an international bestseller, only just 
now seeing a definitive English translation 
more than a decade later. The young 
Alexandra has found herself gripped in a 
fantastical situation where she must heed 
the instructions of a stranger in dark 
sunglasses, lest her mother becomes a 

casualty to mysterious forces. These instructions lead Alexandra 
to a facility that masquerades as a university, where the lines of 
reality are further blended with those of the impossible. A 
constant ride of emotion, wonder, and difficult decisions, 
where Vita Nostra ultimately arrives at is a commentary on the 
briefness of life and the things that have gone unsaid. – Nicholas 
Harper Voyager, $26.99.

Mystery & Suspense
The 7 1/2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle  
by Stuart Turton
A murder has happened at the esteemed 
Blackheath House. Or, rather a 
murder will happen every night – the 
same night played over again – at 
Blackheath House until our protagonist 
Aiden Bishop breaks the cycle. Every 
repeated day, Aiden must unravel a little 
more of the mystery surrounding the 
Hardcastle manor and its inhabitants in 
attempt to solve and prevent the murder 
of Evelyn Hardcastle. But for every day 
that starts over, Aiden wakes up in a different guest’s body. The 7 
1/2 Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle simultaneously evokes a classic 
Agatha Christie novel while also providing an utterly 
original take the genre. A bold and innovative novel that will 
keep you reading late into the night to find out the ending!
 – Kelly
Sourcebooks, $25.99.
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Romance
Stygian by Sherrilyn Kenyon

Whenever I pick up one of Sherrilyn 
Kenyon’s books for the first time, I have 
to mentally prepare myself for all the 
heartbreak. While this is a romance story 
that ends with some kind of happy ending, 
Kenyon has a way of making you earn 
that ending. Stygian is about Urian, who 
we first met in Kiss of the Night. At the 
end of Kiss, he feels that he has lost 
everything. He’s not only heartbroken, but 

soul-broken, over the loss of his wife. In Stygian, he finds out 
that she’s alive, and in need of rescue from the pits of Hades. 
Not sure who he believe anymore, he has to partner up with a 
woman he doesn’t trust because more than his wife’s soul is on 
the line. Urian’s book is one I have been waiting for a long 
time, and it was definitely worth the wait. This book 
skyrocketed into my top five of her novels. It is full of all the 
“feels” and I wish I could read it again for the first time. 
– Victoria 
Tor, $27.99.

Awesome Audiobooks
Dry by Neal & Jarrod Shusterman
Read by Jenni Barber, Noah Galvin, 
Michael Crouch, Kivlighan De 
Montebello, Neal Shusterman, & Jarrod 
Shusterman
In the near-future, the drought in SoCal 
has reached catastrophic proportions 
despite years of warnings and 
restrictions...and it becomes downright 
apocalyptic once a water supply deal falls 
through and the water is turned off 
entirely.  The main story of Dry follows Alyssa, her brother, 
and their prepper neighbor as they try to survive in this new 
world while society crumbles around them.  The Shustermen 
have clearly done their research when it comes to the effects of 
dehydration and desperation — something that is viscerally and 
terrifyingly conveyed throughout the book.  Told through the 
point of view of several characters, the timely plot grabs you 
from page one and pulls you at a breakneck pace all the way 
through to the end, with each person having their own distinct 
voice and coping mechanisms.  Just be sure to have a glass of 
water handy while you’re reading — you’ll need it. – Darcy
Simon & Schuster via Libro.fm

Middle Grade & Young Adult 
Grim Lovelies by Megan Shepherd
Set in Paris, Grim Lovelies is a modern tale with a sense of 

nostalgia that creates the perfect backdrop 
for its characters who must navigate a 
cruel world of magic hidden in 
townhouses and secluded behind walls of 
never-ending greenery. Each character 
appeals to your heart in their own special 
way and the writing is an absolute 
pleasure to read as it whisks you away on 
a journey of secrets, manipulation, and 
self-discovery. This is a beautiful tale of 

magic and sacrifice that asks how far you’d go to hold onto 
your humanity. Megan Shepherd shows the power in quiet 
strength and how a whisper can silence a shout. – Constance
HMH Young Readers, $17.99.

The Lady’s Guide to Petticoats and Piracy
 by Mackenzi Lee

Mackenzi Lee has done it again! The 
Montagues are back and ready for 
business. This time we follow Felicity 
Montague and her dream of working in 
medicine. Felicity knows what she wants 
to do with her life, but because it’s a 
“man’s world” she isn’t allowed to follow 
her dream. But she doesn’t let this stop 
her, or discourage her. In fact it only fuels 
her fire. She is determined to show all of 

those who say she can’t, or that this is a “flighting fancy,” that 
she is just as skilled as a man. To do this she has to get to an old 
friend’s wedding across Europe and convince the groom-to-be 
that she is as amazing as she knows she is. But the adventure 
doesn’t stop there. Like Monty’s book, Lady’s Guide, shows 
that it’s okay to be different and that being a strong female isn’t 
something to be ashamed of, nor is it something to fear. This 
book has everything; girl-gangs, pirates, sea monsters. It’s one 
of my favorites of 2018. – Victoria 
Katherine Tegen Books, $18.99.

Aquicorn Cove by Katie O’Neill
The latest middle grade graphic novel from the incredibly 
talented Katie O’Neill, creator of The 
Tea Dragon Society and Princess 
Princess Ever After is a tale of loss, 
intergenerational conservation work, 
and fantasy. Lana and her father pay a 
visit to her maternal aunt to assist in 
clean-up after significant storm damage. 
Lana discovers an injured young 
aquicorn – a magical seahorse variant – 
in a tidepool, and becomes its guardian, 
learning more about its reef home and 
the protections it provides to both marine and land dwellers in 
the process. – Maryelizabeth
Oni Press, $12.99.

Hilda and the Hidden People by Stephen Davies
Hilda is a tough, blue-haired adventurer, 
who lives in the wilderness with her 
mother and her trusty deer fox, Twig. Now 
the star of her very own Netflix show, 
Hilda was first introduced in a series of 
graphic novels by Luke Pearson. Hilda 
and the Hidden Folk is a faithful retelling 
of the first two Hilda stories, giving even 
more depth to her encounters with the 
trolls, elves, and giants that live in the 

wilderness around her home. On her quest to save her house 
from destruction, she encounters weather spirits, rides on the 
back of a woof, and helps a giant find his long lost love. I 
absolutely adored this book and the next one cannot wait for 
the next one! – Gary
Flying Eye Books, $13.95.

November Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Thin Air 
by Richard Kadrey
“Complete with investigative 
intrigue and thrilling 
action, Thin Air is a techno-
western for today’s times.”
 – Nicholas

Mystery/Thriller
Go to My Grave  
by Catriona McPherson
“Guilt and revenge are the 
prominent themes of this eerie, 
Agatha Christie-esque story, and … 
the ending will knock your socks 
off.” – Kim Devoe

Young Adult
Girls of Paper and Fire  
by Natasha Ngan
“Girls of Paper and Fire is as lush — and 
brutal — as the Demon King’s own court. 
Ngan is a stunning new talent.” – Kiersten 
White

Holiday Party!

Maria Alexander
Snowbound

Chaya Bhuvaneswar
White Dancing Elephants

Ellen Byron
Mardi Gras Murders

Sara Hanover
The Late Great Wizard

Sam Hooker
The Winter Riddle

Sybil Johnson
Designed for Haunting

Leslie Klinger
Classic American Crime Fiction of the 
1920s

Richard Lederer
The Joy of Names

Nancy Cole Silverman
Reason to Doubt

Martin Jay Weiss
The Second Son

Saturday, December 1, 2:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Murder by the Book by Lauren Elliott
The first Beyond The Page Bookstore 
Mystery from an author who “grew up 
devouring Nancy Drew before graduating to 
Agatha Christie.” 

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Melmoth by Sarah Perry 
“A sense of foreboding mystery 
and Gothic dread, coupled with 
Perry’s beautiful, seductive 
prose, will lure you into this 
book…” – Kelly


