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Matthew Quirk
The Night Agent

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

Saturday, May 4, 3:00 PM

Dr. Janina Scarlet and 
 Vince Alvendia
Therapy Quest: An Interactive 
Journey Through Acceptance And 
Commitment Therapy

Tuesday, May 7, 7:00 PM

Erika Swyler
Light From Other Stars

Wednesday, May 8, 7:30 PM

Seanan McGuire
Middlegame                                      
In conversation with Amber Benson 

 (ticketed event)  
Thursday, May 9, 7:00 PM

Mysterious Galaxy 26th Birthday Bash 
Saturday, May 11, all day 

Children’s Books 
10:30 AM

Isabel Quintero
My Papi Has a Motorcycle

Young Adult Authors 
11:00 AM

Geanna Culbertson
Crisanta Knight: To Death and Back

Nicole Conway
Legend

Astrid Scholte
Four Dead Queens

Jason Primrose
Zosma

Mystery/Thrillers 
1:00 PM

August Norman
Come and Get Me

SciFi/Fantasy 
2:00 PM

Stephen Blackmoore
Fire Season

Ayize Jama-Everett
The Entropy of Bones
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Science Fiction & Fantasy
Middlegame by Seanan McGuire

Some of my favorite stories are the ones that 
grab you by the hand and gently, yet 
resolutely lead you through our familiar, 
shared world until both you and the story 
come upon the fragile and ever-flexible 
boundaries of reality and fantasy. Typically, if 
I’m in the mood for such a tale, I turn to 
anything Neil Gaiman or Brom. This time, 
Seanan McGuire’s Middlegame ticked all the 

boxes for me: believable world, fully-developed characters with 
their own thoughts and motivations, fantastical and gripping 
imagery, moments of terror offset by humor, and more. Her 
references to other famous works and authors were also a 
delight, akin to Easter Eggs in video games. Oftentimes brutal, 
gut wrenching, and gory, Middlegame was at the same time 
touching, heartfelt, and inspiring. Overall, a coming of age tale 
for the likes of teens, adults, and wannabe gods. — Nick 
Tor hardcover, $29.99.

The Farm by Joanne Ramos
Joanna Ramos’s wonderful debut novel The 
Farm is so many things but has a bit of the 
classic The Joy Luck Club and dash of last 
year’s The Perfect Mother. The Farm is a 
confidently paced page-turner that takes 
you through the lives of four very different 
women who struggle and strive to take 
control of their surroundings and take care 
of the people they love. The story follows 
Jane, a young single mother from the 
Philippines who is in desperate need of 

work to support herself and her newborn daughter. She is selected 
as a “Host” at the prestigious Golden Oaks, where the wealthy 
pay to have their babies carried to term by surrogates––with the 
promise of a life-changing bonus upon delivery. Jane wants to 
quietly get through the nine months, but the lies told by the 
facility and the people she thought she trusted drive her to drastic 
measures. The story is from multiple POVs, each from a woman 
with a complex background of sorrow, heartaches, and hardships. 
Jane, Mae, Reagan, and Ate are very different people but so 
realistically conceptualized that I felt like I can pin their 
experiences to people in my own life. With nuance, Ramos paints 
a deeply compelling story of women needing freedom and how 
the biases that shape the world can tempered with compassion 
and understanding. — Jackie
Penguin Random House, $27.00

Waste Tide by Chen Qiufan
Set on a futuristic Chinese peninsula called 
Silicon Isle, the world’s dumping ground 
for electronic waste, Waste Tide follows 
multiple POV characters with disparate 
lives. A lower-class citizen who is just 
trying to survive, a brutal crime boss who 
exploits the isle’s waste workers, an 
American businessman with hidden 
motives, and a former native of Silicon 
Isle who returns after many years. A 
complex and action-packed story unfolds as characters reveal 
their motives and larger forces seek to harm Silicon Isle. Waste 
Tide is a fascinating cyberpunk story that explores important 
and timely issues, such as economic disparities, labor rights, 
and environmentalism. Chen Qiufan’s vision feels fresh, with 
radical new futuristic ideas on body modification and virtual 
reality. But futuristic setting aside, Waste Tide is a very human 
and heartfelt story. —Jared
Tor Books, $26.99.

Storm of Locusts by Rebecca Roanhorse
Sequel to Hugo Awards Finalist Trail of 
Lightning, Rebecca Roanhorse’s Storm of 
Locusts is yet another fine tale of action 
and fantasy, packed with Native American 
representation and pro-feminist themes. 
Roanhorse has introduced a bevy of strong 
female characters, both human and human-
like, who show they have what it takes to 
survive in this new world forever reshaped 
by flood waters and supernatural 
characters. I particularly enjoyed seeing 

the character of Maggie, or “Godslayer” as she’s sometimes 

called, evolve throughout the story. Her strong front gives away 
with the admittance that she’s not a super-woman; that even she 
must sometimes depend on others. A gentler side is also 
explored as she finds in her care a young girl dealing with her 
own set of clan powers. Overall, this second installment to The 
Sixth World series is a great example of equal representation 
that we’re fortunate to experience in our world today. — Nick
Saga Press Hardcover, $27.99. 
Saga Press Trade Paperback $16.99

Mystery & Suspense
Flowers Over the Inferno by Ilaria Tuti
A body posed, pale, naked in the deep, 
dark woods, eyes missing, while a 
scarecrow dressed in the victim’s clothes, 
looks upon the sight of horror that leads to 
The School. A weathered homicide 
detective with shocking red hair, 
Superintendent Tessa Battaglia knows this 
is just the first meticulously executed 
tableau in a gallery of atrocities. As she 
races to stop a killer born and bred for 
violence, her own mortal coil is slowly 
winding down as she battles early onset dementia. By saving 
others, Tessa saves herself, but how long until the sharp tool of 
her mind grows dull? In this beautifully written debut thriller 
about monsters and their makers, author Ilaria Tuti has created a 
tough, intelligent, and heartbreakingly flawed detective, who 
leads us into the midnight forest of the soul in order to shine a 
light on what keeps us human. 5/5 stars! — R.J. Crowther Jr.
Soho Crime, $25.95 

The Confessions of Frannie Langton by Sara Collins
When Frances awakens next to the body of 
one of her murdered employers with no 
memory of what happened the evening 
before, she is an obvious suspect in the 
trial of the murders of Mr. and Mrs. 
Benham. However, the truth is 
complicated, and as Frances tells her story 
– from her beginnings as a slave and scribe 
in Jamaica to a maid in a respectable 
London household – it becomes clear that 
what was perceived as an easily 
understood is anything but. Sara Collins’ debut is a powerhouse, 
a historical thriller that tells you a tale of injustice, cruelty, and 
of love in unexpected places.  — Kylie 
Harper, $26.99

Historical & Literary Fiction
The Seven or Eight Deaths of Stella Fortuna  
by Juliet Grames
 The life of Stella Fortuna, née 
Mariastella Fortuna the Second, is told 
into sections titled with the nature of her 
near-death experiences: Burns; 
Evisceration; Bludgeoning; Rape; 
Exsanguination; Choking; Cerebral 
Hemorrhage. Stella’s lifestory, from her 
birth in the Calabrese region of Italy in 
1920 to her life as a grandmother in 
contemporary Connecticut, is pieced 
together by her granddaughter. Stella’s story is simultaneously 
her own, and that of Everywoman, especially those who 
immigrated to the United States in the mid-20th Century. 
Grames’ looping narrative provides readers with the sensation 
of shared family stories and secrets – even when, to quote 
Stella’s sister, Tina, “some parts of the story, they no nice.” 
Engaging and enthralling. Narrator Lisa Flanagan does a stellar 
job of sharing Stella’s story. — Maryelizabeth
HarperAudio via Libro.fm  
(Note: There is family violence and sexual assault in the story.)

Young Adult & Kids
We Hunt the Flame  
by Hafsah Faizal
There is a curse on the land¬– magic has 
dwindled to little more than a vague 
memory and the Arz, a ravenous forest, 
is devouring Arawiya. Zafira is the only 
person capable of hunting in the Arz 
without being killed or driven mad, and 
soon she is swept away on a quest to find 
a magical artifact that will save Arawiya 
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from being destroyed. But to do so, she must team up with a 
motley crew with conflicting loyalties. In her spellbinding 
debut, Hafsah Faizal weaves the beginnings of an epic 
fantasy inspired by ancient Arabia, filled with magic, 
romance, adventure, and twists and turns that will keep you 
guessing on each turn of the page. — Kylie 
Farra, Strauss and Giroux, $18.99

Nocturna by Maya Motayne
This book spoke to me from the moment I 
picked it up. From the cover, to the 
beautiful world, to the characters full of 
spark and life, everything whispered to 
me, enticing me to dive in. What drew me 
in most was the fact that Maya Motayne 
wanted to create a world that she thought 
had been MIA when she was younger and 
looking for books to read, one she wanted 
to make real. Set in a Latinx-inspired land, 
a prince without a future and a thief 

without a face have to team up to get something they both 
desire above all else. But to get what they want, they are going 
to have to defeat a powerful evil that wants to devour the world. 
Motayne was able to capture the spirit of both a character who 
had no roots, and one who was true to their homeland and their 
people. Motayne beautifully blends language, culture, and 
magic in her debut novel. I cannot wait for the next book in this 
trilogy. —Victoria
Balzer + Bray, $18.99.

I Love You So Mochi by Sarah Kuhn
Japanese-American high school senior 
Kimi Nakamura is supposed to be 
spending her spring break completing 
paintings that will cement her continued 
education at the prestigious Liu art 
academy. What Kimi’s parents don’t know 
is that Kimi hasn’t painted in months, 
dropping her high school Advanced Fine 
Arts class, and hiding her lack of progress 
at home by asserting that she’s striving to 
find her artistic point of view. Following 

her mother’s discovery that Kimi’s off the predetermined path, 
Kimi takes advantage of the fortuitously-timed gift of a paid 
ticket to visit her largely estranged grandparents in Kyoto 
during the break. While in Kyoto, she has the opportunity to get 
to know more about her grandparents and Japanese culture and 
the many ways it differs from Japanese-American culture. 
There’s also a meet-cute with a giant mochi mascot, tons of 
description of delicious food, and a strong supportive girl gang 
– because this is a Sarah Kuhn novel, after all. A great 
summertime romance! — Maryelizabeth
Scholastic, $17.99.

Glitch by Sarah Graley
Best friends Izzy and Eric are so excited for the new release of 
their favorite video game, Dungeon City and have promised 
each other that they will wait to play it together. But when 
Izzy’s copy of the game lands on her doorstep, she starts 

playing it right away—and gets pulled into 
the video game itself! In the virtual world 
of Dungeon City, Izzy fights alongside 
robots, levels up to Space Witch, and 
discovers that she is destined to save the 
entire video game world (no big deal). But 
as Izzy starts spending more and more time 
secretly in the world of Dungeon City, Eric 
starts to wonder what sort of secrets Izzy 
may be hiding. Glitch is a fun and engaging 
graphic novel full of video game images, the power of 
friendship, and of course, pizza! Highly recommended for the 
reluctant and enthusiastic reader alike. — Kelly 
Graphix, $14.99

The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson  
by Quinn Sosna-Spear

Walter Mortinson is just becoming a 
teenager, but his room is already stuffed 
with remarkable inventions and his heart is 
just as crowded with conflicting emotions. 
Deeply touching, Quinn Sosna-Spear’s 
story manages to harmonize love, despair, 
humor, and human sympathy. You will read 
about Cordelia Primpet, who you’ll learn to 
like as she skirts death. You will read about 
Horace Odwald Flasterborn, the renowned, 

self-centered inventor. And you will read about the Mortinson 
family, their triumphs and their tragedies, and their concealed 
past. The Remarkable Inventions of Walter Mortinson will take 
you to places you’ve never been, but the characters will make it 
feel like home. I liked the way the story ended, open to 
possibilities but not as a cliffhanger. I recommend this book for 
grades 4 and up, and for anyone who likes relatable characters 
and is not uncomfortable with some bittersweet mixed with 
whimsy. — Guest review Dessa
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, $17.99

Aurora Rising by Jay Kristoff and Amie Kaufman  
Set in the year 2380, Tyler Jones is ready 
to move on from the academy and pick 
the crew of his dreams. He has worked 
like mad to make sure he got the top 
picks. Unfortunately he got in his own 
way. By playing the hero instead of 
getting the team of his dreams, he wound 
up being “stuck with a drags nobody else 
in the academy would touch.” But that’s 
not even the biggest problem on his plate. 
The girl he rescued from cryo-sleep could 

be the catalyst for a war that has been hiding in the shadows 
for a millennia. Kaufman and Kristoff have always been two 
of my favorite authors, and their stories always sink their 
teeth into me. Aurora Rising is no different. Full of witty 
banter, unique characters, and a crazy story, Aurora Rising is a 
book that I fell in love with. This band of misfits will have a 
place in my heart right next to Kaz and his crew from 
Bardugo’s Six of Crows.  — Victoria 
Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, $18.99

May Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Waste tide by Chen Quifan
“A fascinating cyberpunk story 
that explores important and timely 
issues...a very human and heartfelt 
story” – Jarod 

Young Adult
Nocturna by Maya Motayne  
“Motayne beautifully blends 
language, culture, and magic in her 
debut novel. I cannot wait for the next 
book in this trilogy!” – Victoria    

Patricia Briggs  
Storm Cursed                                       
(ticketed event)  
 
 
Saturday, May 11, 3:00 PM

Sasha Alsberg and Lindsay 
Cummings
Nexus

Tuesday, May 14, 7:00 PM

Sean Carswell
Dead Extra

In conversation with Lisa Brackmann

Friday, May 17, 7:30 PM

Annabeth Bondor-Stone and 
Connor White
Jaclyn Hyde 

Sunday, May 19, 2:00 PM

Claire Legrand
Kingsbane

Wednesday, May 22, 7:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
The Last Voyage of Poe Blythe

Friday, May 24, 7:00 PM

Dana Davis
The Voice in My Head

Julie Buxbaum 
Hope and Other Punchlines

In conversation with Julia Walton and 
Ava Dellaira

 Friday, May 31, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Murder Knocks Twice  
by Susanna Calkins 
“An exciting 1920s world of speakeasies 
and Chicago gangsters...a fascinating 
cast of characters...Gina’s adventure is 
the perfect start to a thrilling new 
series.” – Victoria Thompson, 
bestselling author of Murder on Trinity 
Place 

Mystery
Flowers Over the Inferno  
by Ilaria Tuti 
“Tuti has created a tough, 
intelligent, and heartbreakingly 
flawed detective, who leads us 
into the midnight forest of the soul 
in order to shine a light on what 
keeps us human. 5/5 stars!” 
– R.J. Crowther Jr. 


