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In-store Events
Karla M. Hull
The Grievance Collectors: Dead Day

Tuesday, May 1, 7:30 PM

P.S. Meronek
Still and Always

Wednesday, May 2, 7:30 PM

Christopher Moore
Noir

Saturday, May 5, 2:00 PM

Raymond E. Feist
King of Ashes:  
Book One of the Firemane Saga

Tuesday, May 8, 7:30 PM

Contributors Laura Kelly,  
Shanyn Kay & Larena Patrick
Things We Haven’t Said

Thursday, May 10, 7:00 PM

E.J. Copperman
The Hostess with the Ghostess

Friday, May 11, 4:00 PM

Tessa Fontaine
The Electric Woman: A Memoir in 
Death-Defying Acts

Julia Dixon Evans
How to Set Yourself on Fire

Friday, May 11, 7:00 PM

 
Mysterious Galaxy Birthday Bash!

All Day! 

Saturday, May 12!

#MGTurns25

Devri Walls
Venators: Magic Unleashed

Monday, May 14, 7:30 PM

Book Discussion Group
If I Die Tonight

Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 PM

Ashley Eckstein
It’s Your Universe: You Have the 
Power to Make It Happen

Wednesday, May 16, 6:00 PM
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Reflections from the Owners
As of May 8, Mysterious Galaxy has achieved 25 years of Martians, murder, magic, mayhem 

and more through curation and community. When we opened our doors to readers in 1993, it was to a 
different world. We opened in a building in Clairemont Square that no longer exists. No one was on 
the internet per se (except for futurecasters like Vernor Vinge). There was no Harry Potter. The Los 
Angeles Times had not held an annual Festival of Books. Approximately 22,000 people attended 
Comic-Con the previous summer (at which Vernor was a guest of honor). Mobile phones existed, but 
not smartphones. Urban fantasy had yet to establish itself as a significant subgenre. Looking back 
from 2018, that time seems simultaneously both unfathomably distant, and just moments ago. This 
adventure has been marked along the way by the thousands of books inscribed by authors, passionate recommendations to readers, and 
support from family, friends, and publishing partners, near and far, but especially the Mysterious Galaxy booksellers who share the 
magic of books every day with our loyal readers. We wouldn’t be here without you. – Maryelizabeth

Maryelizabeth and I have been business partners for over 25 years. It has been an amazing journey for the two of us … We 
have journeyed our way through events, staff changes, book festivals, personal moves, industry events, meetings, book piles, website 
building, cons, store moves, marriages, book reviews, and many, many new friends. We have loved most of the moments and have a 
hard time believing that they have added up to 25 years in this business. Although we have guided much of the activity and growth of 
Mysterious Galaxy, the real work is done every day by dedicated staff, supported by customers who are devoted to our mission and 
love books as much as we do. We are truly blessed to be in this business and we thank you for the honor of being your favorite book-
store for 25 years. – Terry

We both hope that you will join us on May 12, 2018 for a day of celebration that includes: Dozens of authors – some newly 
published and others who have been with us since the first day – multiple cakes, commemorative 25 year pins and t-shirts, and much 
much more as we head into our second quarter century! (We are sure that other authors will pop-in to share the day with us and we’ll 
be sure let you know when they arrive!)

10:00 AM: Coffee Cake
The first cake of the day! Join us for a morning treat  

and photo opportunities as Terry and Maryelizabeth reflect  
on the journey that began on May 8, 1993,  

our first customers, and what the future holds.

10:30 AM: Kids Spotlight Authors/Books
Elana Azose and Never Insult a Killer Zucchini

Dee Leone and Nature’s Lullaby Fills the Night

Anne Wheaton and Piggy and Pug

11:30 AM : Middle Grade & Young Adult  
Spotlight Authors /Books

Elizabeth Briggs and Future Lost

Britta Lundin and Ship It

Jason Porath and Tough Mothers:  
Amazing Stories of History’s Mightiest Matriarchs

11:30 AM : Middle Grade & Young Adult  
Legacy Author /Book

D.J. MacHale and Black Moon Rising: The Library, Book 2

12:30 PM: Cake #1
Enjoy a slice of cake while viewing electronic birthday  

greetings from Legacy Authors who are not able to  
attend the Birthday Bash in person.

1:00 PM: Mystery Spotlight Authors 
Jessica Knoll and Favorite Sister

Alan Russell and  The Homecoming

Lida Sideris and Murder Gone Missing

1:00 PM: Mystery Legacy Authors 
Lisa Brackmann and Go-Between

Jan Burke and Bones

Ken Kuhlken and The Good Know Nothing

2:00 PM: SFF Spotlight Authors 
Marie Andreas and The Golden Basilisk & A Curious Invasion

Emily Devenport and Medusa Uploaded

Leslie Klinger and Annotated Frankenstein

2:00 PM: SFF Legacy Authors 
David Brin and Chasing Shadows

S.J. Harper and Reckoning

3:00 PM: Cake #2 and More Mystery Spotlight Authors
Baron Birtcher and Fistful of Rain

Neal Griffin and By His Own Hand

3:00 PM: Mystery Legacy Authors, The Sequel
Taffy Cannon (as “Thalia Filbert”) and Beat Slay Love

Jo Perry and Dead is Good

Thomas Perry and The Bombmaker

4:00 PM: SFF Spotlight Authors, The Sequel
Sylvain Neuvel and Only Human

Douglas Richards and Wired

4:00 PM: SFF Legacy Authors, The Sequel
Orson Scott Card and Ender’s Game: Ender Quintet #1

James Rollins and The Demon Crown

Mysterious Galaxy’s home from 2000-2015 Mysterious Galaxy’s current home on Balboa Ave.
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Speculative Fiction
Only Human by Sylvain Neuvel 
Maryelizabeth’s redundant review of redundancy: “Part of the 
joy of reading this epistolary series is the pace at which 
Significant Things Happen! So I don’t want to discuss much of 
the plot and the further developments…” – Maryelizabeth
Mark’s super succinct, non-spoilery review for the final 
installment in the Themis Files: “Just finished Only Human, 
and it was a perfect ending to a wonderful story. Count me 
firmly among the Themisfiles!” – Mark
Del Rey, $28.00.

Mystery & Suspense
How It Happened by Michael Koryta

How It Happened is a masterful whodunit 
thriller featuring FBI interrogation 
specialist Rob Barrett. Barrett was sent to 
rural Maine to work on a murder case that 
the state police had been unable to crack. 
A heroin-addicted 22-year old, Kimberly 
Crepeaux, had implicated herself to 
acquaintances, but she refused to talk to 
the police. Barrett extracts a shocking 
confession, detailing a young couple’s 
murder and her role in hiding the bodies 

afterward. Although many people are skeptical of Kimberly’s 
story, Barrett is convinced that she is telling the truth. 
Unfortunately, compelling new evidence disproves Kimberly’s 
account. A disgraced Barrett is reassigned to a non-homicide 
post, but he resumes his investigation on the sly. As he tries to 
find evidence against the “upstanding citizen” Kimberly 
implicates in the murders, he is drawn deeper into the opioid 
crisis ravaging the area, endangering both of their lives. 
Koryta’s vivid characters, perfect evocation of rural Maine, and 
timely and compelling plot make this story exceptional and 
unforgettable. Readers who enjoy page-turning thrillers, coastal 
Maine, and the talented Mr. Koryta will savor this book. – Kim
Little, Brown and Company, $27.00.

Wicked River by Jenny Milchman
This man versus nature thriller opens with a wedding and we 
quickly learn Natalie Larson, the bride, doesn’t have many 
friends, and the friends of Doug, her husband-to-be, are shady. 
Doug and Natalie embark on a canoeing / camping trip in the 
Adirondacks — not Natalie’s ideal honeymoon but she’s willing 
to be adventurous. Kurt, a hermit living deep in the wilderness, is 
a hunter in the most diabolical sense, and as Doug and Natalie 
inch closer to Kurt’s lair, the dreaded anticipation of their 
meeting kept me on edge. Mia is Natalie’s thirteen-year-old niece 
and is instrumental in piecing together the danger her Aunt Nat is 
in which heightens the tension further. Natalie and Doug aren’t 
exactly the perfect couple and true colors are revealed on this 
intimate getaway. The gradual destruction of their relationship as 
well as the more obvious physical danger they’re in kept me up 
for several nights as I raced through to the end. – Sarah
Sourcebooks Landmark, $26.99.

Tangerine by Christine Mangan
Adding my enthusiasm for the top Indies Next Pick for April 
2018 – in particular, for its audio incarnation via Libro.fm. 
Tangier in the mid-1950s is perceived as a “strange, lawless 
city that belonged to everyone and no one,” according to Alice 
Shipley, one of the two narrators. Alice and her college 
roommate, Lucy Mason, once intimates, have been separated 
for a year before Lucy follows Alice and her new husband, 
John McAllister, to Morocco. Tangerine deserves its frequent 
comparison to the suspense works of Patricia Highsmith, and 

the audio version, read by Barrie Kreinik and Erin Mallon, 
assists the reader in keeping track of the alternating first-person 
narration. – Maryelizabeth
Ecco Press, $26.99.

Warning Light by David Ricciardi
Warning Light is a top-notch spy thriller 
by debut author David Ricciardi. It 
features a CIA weapons analyst, Zac 
Miller, who goes undercover on a British 
Airways passenger jet that makes a faux-
emergency landing at a remote airfield in 
Iran. Zac’s simple mission is to take 
photos of possible weapons facilities 
around the airfield, then continue on to 
Singapore with the rest of the passengers 
after a replacement jet arrives. But things go epically wrong 
when his cover is blown, and Zac, a desk jockey, has no 
language skills, no survival training, and no back-up plan. After 
being drugged and tortured, he escapes into the surrounding 
mountains, and a massive manhunt begins. Zac is a likable 
everyman who uses his intellect, ingenuity and resourcefulness 
to survive, and this fast-paced, adventure-packed novel is hard 
to put down. The ending is a stunner and leaves plenty of hope 
for more Zac Miller books. Highly recommended for fans of 
international spy thrillers and survival stories. – Kim
Berkley Books, $27.00.

Young Adult and Middle Grade
A Court of Wings and Ruin by Sarah J. Maas
The only reason I didn’t read this book when it first came out 
was because I wasn’t ready to turn the final page of this 
beautiful story. A Court of Wings and Ruin is the conclusion to 
this story arc and if you haven’t picked it up I am urging you to 
do so. Maas writes the kind of characters that once in your heart 
will never leave and her ability to immerse you in the worlds 
she creates is truly a gift. These books make your heart ache 
and triumphantly soar as you cry and uncontrollably grin 
through Feyre’s journey with the amazing people around her as 
they fight for survival and a better future. I love these books. 
A Court of Frost and Starlight, which bridges the events in  
A Court of Wings and Ruin and the upcoming novels in the 
series will hit our shelves May 1st! Can’t wait! – Constance
Bloomsbury, $11.99.

Surfside Girls: The Secret of Danger Point  
by Kim Dwinell
Dwinell’s middle grade graphic novel is a sweet and satisfying 
read that incorporates female friendship, adventurous grade-
school protagonists with positive familial relationships, the 
Southern California beach culture, and a touch of the 
supernatural. Recommended to readers of Raina Telgemeier 
and Beverly Cleary. – Maryelizabeth
Top Shelf trade paper original, $19.99. 

Aru Shah and the End of Time 
by Roshani Chokshi
This is the middle grade book you’ve been 
waiting for! Roshani’s prose remains as 
beautiful as ever in this lush and lively 
plunge into Hindu mythology. I loved 
reading Aru’s adventure. (Plus, there’s a 
mythology glossary in the back!) Here is a 
story that is full of both laugh-out-loud 
and heartfelt moments — a book you will 
treasure for a long, long time. – Kelly
Disney Hyperion, $16.99.

May Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Poppy War  
by R F Kuang
With war-shamans, Chinese mythological 
monsters, and a fully-realized social world 
and back story based on Chinese history, 
R.F. Kuang’s The Poppy War is a 
stunning, distinctive, and completely 
original debut.” – David Joslin 

Mystery/Thriller
The Perfect Mother  
by Aimee Molloy
“The Perfect Mother is an 
ingeniously plotted domestic 
noir thriller with a generous 
side of spot-on social 
commentary.” – Kim

Fantasy Signed First Edition
Circe by Madeline Miller
“Miller’s delicate, yet stunning 
prose swept me off my feet — I 
wanted to savor every moment 
with Circe in her immortal 
world. Introspective, soft, at 
times simply breathtaking, but 
always beautiful.” – Kelly

Sloan de Forest
Turner Classic Movies: Must-See Sci-
Fi: 50 Movies That Are Out of This 
World in conversation with  
Beth Accomando of KPBS

Friday, May 18, 7:00 PM

Ryan Dalton
The Genesis Flame

Amy Trueblood
Nothing but Sky

Joanna Meyer
Beneath the Haunting Sea

Saturday, May 19, noon

Sisters in Crime San Diego Present:

Jane Haseldine
Worth Killing For

Saturday, May 19, 3:30 PM

Adrienne Young
Sky in the Deep 

In conversation with Mary Pearson

Friday, May 25, 7:00 PM

Mark Oshiro
Anger is a Gift

Amy Spalding
The Summer of Jordi Perez  
(and the Best Burger in Los Angeles)

Sunday, May 27, 2:00 PM

Young Adult
Ash Princess  
by Laura Sebastian
“This isn’t a story about swords 
and epic battles. It is about the 
war we wage internally with 
ourselves and how intelligence 
and manipulation can be a 
woman’s greatest set of skills.” 
– Constance 

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Expiration Date: Cook-Off Mystery #1  
by Devon Delaney
“Success in cooking competitions has earned me 
multiple trips and valuable prizes over the past 
twenty years. Throughout my journey, writing has 
always been a passion. Combining the two 
hobbies was as destined as the pairing of sea salt 
and caramel, and just as addicting.”  
– Devon Delaney

Mysterious Galaxy’s  
Young Adult Book Club

The Mysterious Galaxy Young Adult Book Club brings 
together people who love reading YA in a fun group 
where we can talk about amazing stories. Our next 
meeting will be Thursday, May 17 at 7:00 PM. We will 
be discussing Daughter of the Burning City  
by Amanda Foody. Members will receive a 20% 
discount on each month’s selected read.

How to Join: 
Call us at 858.268.4747, email us 
at mgbooks@mystgalaxy.com, or 
come to the bookclub!


