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Star Wars™ Visual Encyclopedia Trivia Game
Guest Host James Floyd, with Tricia Barr,  
Adam Bray, and 
Cole Horton
Saturday, May 6, 2:00 PM 

Star Wars™ Visual 
Encyclopedia is the ultimate 
illustrated guide to 
everything Star Wars, bringing information from a Galaxy 
far, far away to Mysterious Galaxy. The Star Wars™ Visual 
Encyclopedia features more than 3000 characters, vehicles, 
droids and objects ranging from fashion to food. Guest host 
James Floyd, StarWars.com Regular Contributor, will guide 
authors Tricia Barr, Adam Bray, and Cole Horton in quizzing 
fans with three rounds of trivia. The winner will receive a 
$25.00 ThinkGeek gift card, thanks to publisher Dorling 
Kindersley. All attendees will receive bookmarks, bookplates, 
stickers, and special Star Wars Celebration poster prints, 
while supplies last. 

Writing Workshop with 
Carrie Patel and Jenna Rhodes
Sunday, May 7, 3:30 PM 

Authors Carrie Patel and Jenna Rhodes 
will offer a post Writers Coffeehouse 
workshop entitled: “Two Writers on a 
Thousand Different Ways to Write.” 
Carrie is a full-time narrative designer 
for Obsidian Entertainment, a video 
game developer. She’s written for the 
computer role playing game Pillars of 
Eternity, and its expansion, The White 
March. Publisher Angry Robot’s note on 
The Song of the Dead, third in Carrie’s 

acclaimed gaslight-and-shadows mystery series, reads: “File 
Under: Fantasy [Day of Execution | Sky High | We are the 
Dead | Nature of the Catastrophe]”

Jenna’s conclusion to the Elven Ways high fantasy quartet is 
The Queen of Storm and Shadow. Readers may also know 
Jenna as Emily Drake, Anne Knight, Elizabeth Forrest, 
Charles Ingrid, Rhondi Vilott Salsitz, R.A.V. Salsitz, Rhondi 
Vilott, and Rhondi Greening. In recognition of May 7 falling 
very close in the calendar to Mysterious Galaxy’s original 
opening day of May 8, cake will be served. 

Marie Brennan
Signs Within the Sanctuary of Wings
Tuesday, May 9, 7:30 PM 

Within the Sanctuary of Wings is the 
fifth and final installment in the memoirs 
of Baroness Isabella Trent, quasi-
Victorian adventuress and scholar of 
dragonkind. Author Marie Brennan not 
only “documents” Lady Trent and Lord 
Suhail Trent’s latest quest for a reported 
new dragon, in the difficult to access 
mountains of a hostile country, but also often provides 
historical artifacts for readers to examine at her events. 
Marie’s Varekai novella, Cold-Forged Flame, released last 
fall, tells of a supernatural being manifesting as a woman 
who responds to a boundless clarion call of need -- an archon 
named Ree Varekai.

Christopher Paolini
Signs The Official Eragon Coloring Book
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 PM 

After four volumes in the 
Inheritance Cycle telling stories 
of Eragon, Saphira, and other 
inhabitants of the land of Alagaësia, 
Christopher Paolini has taken a non-
prose-centric approach to sharing the 
world with readers with a coloring 
book. The book contains quotations 
from the Inheritance Cycle books, and 
art by award-winning fantasy illustrator 

Ciruelo. Christopher stated: “The coloring book is illustrated 
by Ciruelo, a friend and one of my favorite dragon artists. 
He’s done an amazing job with Saphira, Thorn, Fírnen, and 
all the other dragons of the Inheritance Cycle! I love how 
he’s brought Alagaësia to life through his drawings of scenes, 
characters, and locations from the entire series. After so many 
years spent thinking about the world and the story, it’s really 
gratifying to share these images with you.” 

 
Mysterious Galaxy Birthday Bash 

Celebrating 24 Years of Sharing the Magic of Books 
Saturday, May 13, all day 

On Saturday, May 8, 1993, a new store opened in Clairemont 
Square, dedicated to a passion for books of “Martians, Murder, 
Magic and Mayhem.” Today, more than 20 years later, that 
passion continues. We invite you to join us on Saturday, May 
13, for our annual all-day celebration, featuring some fantastic 
spotlight authors and, of course, cake!

11:00 AM: Supervillain Training 
Spotlight on Michael Fry 

How to Be a Supervillain tells of what 
happens when supervillain parents end up 
with a good kid. Twelve-year-old Victor 
wants to please his parents, Rupert and 
Olivia Spoil, but it’s hard when he’s a tidy 
sort who lacks the “proper” inclination 
towards evil. Author and illustrator 
Michael Fry will kick off the day’s 
festivities with a multimedia presentation 
instructing readers of all ages in How to Be a Supervillain.

Noon: Murder and Mayhem 
Spotlight Authors Baron Birtcher, Gregory Harris,  
Jane Haseldine, and Linda O. Johnston 

Despite the title, Baron’s South California Purples is set in 
southern Oregon; the part-time home of the former professional 
musician, guitarist, singer and songwriter and creator of the 
well-received hard-boiled Mike Travis detective series. 

Gregory spent 20 years in the entertainment industry before 
embarking on the alphabetical turn-of-the-century England 
Colin Pendragon mystery series, featuring the master sleuth 
and his loyal partner, Ethan Pruitt. In The Endicott Evil, the duo 
are not convinced that Scotland Yard’s determination that a 
woman’s death is a suicide is the correct deduction. 

Jane is a journalist, and deputy director of communications 
for a governor, in addition to writing her mystery series. In 
Duplicity, Detroit newspaper reporter Julia Gooden is up 
against the city’s most devious criminal and her own painful 
past. Publishers Weekly notes “what matters are the 
duplicities practiced by the characters, not least Julia herself, 
who pretends she doesn’t feel a thing anymore for her 
handsome, charismatic, save-the-day ex-boyfriend, Det. 
Raymond Navarro.”

In addition to creating paranormal romance and romantic 
suspense novels and mystery series, Linda has been a 
transactional lawyer and loves writing contracts. Linda is a 
passionate pet rescue advocate. Her most recent works include 
Unlucky Charms, her third Superstition Mystery, and Bad to 
the Bone, third in the Barkery & Biscuits Mystery series.

1:00 PM: Crime and Capers 
Spotlight Authors Tammy Kaehler, Nolan Knight,  
S.W. Lauden, and Nadine Nettmann 

Kiss the Bricks, Tammy’s fifth Kate Reilly mystery, takes its title 
from the Indianapolis 500 race winner’s tradition of kissing the 
track’s Yard of Bricks in tribute to its legendary history. Meg 
Gardiner raves: “Kate Reilly is a great heroine—smart, gutsy, 
and caring. Her quest to solve a thirty-year-old mystery 
surrounding the death of one of Indy’s first female drivers is 
gripping and poignant. The pace, like Kate, never lets up.”

South Bay Los Angeles author Nolan explores fresh aspects of 
the city’s criminal elements in his debut novel. Pro-
skateboarder Alvi Drake’s search for a missing former flame 
includes a tour of the neon lights of the title. The publisher’s 
take: “The Neon Lights Are Veins is a cocktail mix of Hubert 
Selby Jr., Jay McInerney and Josh Stallings, with ‘L.A. 
Woman’ playing in the background.”

S.W. Lauden is the author of the pulpy steamy Florida Tommy 
& Shayna Crime Caper novellas including Crosswise and 
Crossed Bones. Noir at the Bar readers also know Steve’s Greg 
Salem punk rock P.I. series, including Bad Citizen Corporation 
and Grizzly Season, as well as Steve’s work as co-host, with 
Eric Beetner, of the Writer Types podcast.

The 1:00 hour will also be wine o’clock 
as we welcome Nadine for her sophomore 
mystery featuring San Francisco 
sommelier Katie Stillwell. Publishers 
Weekly’s review of Uncorking a Lie notes, 
“Fake wines, charity auctions, collector 
obsession, and a splash of romance 
enliven the blend. Nettmann, a certified 
sommelier, certainly knows her stuff.” 

2:00 PM: Martians and Magic 
Spotlight Authors Gregory Benford, Laurie Forest, and  
Gini Koch 

The Berlin Project, Dr. Benford’s new alternate history thriller, 
hypothesizes on the road not taken in the U.S.’s frantic path 
toward developing an atomic bomb during World War II. The 
adventures of fictional chemist Karl Cohen are interwoven with 
historical personages and factual science, accompanied by 
helpful diagrams.

Laurie’s inspiration for her debut, The Black Witch, stemmed 
from an appreciation for young adult fantasy worlds and their 
magical elements, including fantastic beings and prophecies, 
combined with a desire to address issues of prejudice, power, 
and justice.

 “Perpetual Birthday Bash author in This Reality and All 
Alternates,” Gini brings readers up to speed on the adventures 
of First Lady Kitty Katt-Martini with Alien Education. This 
time, it’s Kitty vs. the PTA, as Kitty has to learn as much as 
possible about every alien race in the galaxy, fend off the 
advances (both business and personal) from a variety of 
Hollywood types, deal with the assimilation of various alien 
races, navigate the Embassy Daycare kids’ first day of “real” 
school, and deal with a new nemesis. Titles in Gini’s Martian 
Alliance Chronicle ebook series are available via Mysterious 
Galaxy’s website and Kobo.

3:00 PM: Cake Break! 
Please join the Mysterious Galaxy 
booksellers and friends as we celebrate 
24 years of sharing the magic of books of 
Martians, murder, magic, mayhem, and 
more, and look forward to our 25th year!  

4:00 PM: Fantastic Finale  
Spotlight on Cory Doctorow 

Don’t “Walkaway” after the cake and candles, 
because you don’t want to miss our Fantastic 
Finale with spotlight author Cory Doctorow. Cory 
contributed an editorial in this month’s Wired magazine about 
the relationship between the science fiction stories we read 
and our real-world responses to disasters: “Disasters Don’t 
Have to End in Dystopias”. The article was occasioned by the 
publication of Walkaway, his “optimistic disaster novel”. The 
science fiction author, activist and journalist’s credits include 
being the co-editor of boingboing.net and the author of many 
books, including In Real Life, a graphic novel; Information 
Doesn’t Want To Be Free, a book about earning a living in the 
Internet age, and Homeland, a YA sequel to Little Brother.  

Amber Benson
Launch Party for The End of Magic
Tuesday, May 16, 7:00 PM 

Can untrained witch Lyse MacAllister 
and her family, members of the Echo 
Park Coven, be successful opposing the 
witch hunting organization known as 
The Flood or will the latter succeed in 
accomplishing The End of Magic? Find 
out as Amber Benson brings her 
contemporary paranormal trilogy to a climax – and then find 
out what’s next as the author / actress / producer / director 
takes on new projects across multiple media platforms.

Epic Reads Meet & Greet

With Kimberly McCreight, Julie Murphy, 
Evelyn Skye, and Megan Whalen Turner
Thursday, May 18, 7:00 PM 

Epic Reads brings its popular Meet & Greet tour to 
Mysterious Galaxy, with bestselling YA authors Kimberly 
McCreight (The Scattering), Julie Murphy (Ramona Blue), 
Evelyn Skye (The Crown’s Fate) and Megan Whalen Turner 
(Thick as Thieves). Epic Reads is a passionate, vibrant 
community of Book Nerds from around the world who love 
talking about, sharing and discovering new young adult books. 
The Meet & Greet format gives readers a chance to visit in a 
more intimate setting with each author.

Kimberly’s second book in The Outliers trilogy asks, “Have 
you ever wondered about instinct – what it means to trust your 
intuition? Ever wonder if it could be something more than just 
a feeling?” These questions emerge as she continues Wylie’s 
story about secrets, betrayal, and a world where one small 
group of people are blessed – or cursed – with an incredible 
power.

Bustle proclaimed Ramona Blue a “2017 must-read.” The latest 
from Julie, the acclaimed author of Dumplin’ and Side Effects 
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Speculative Fiction
The Collapsing Empire by John Scalzi

Faster than light travel isn’t possible. 
Luckily for the citizens of the 
Interdependency there is The Flow, the 
unexplained something, kind of like a 
river, that allows travel between the stars. 
Until now, that is. The Flow is failing. Not 
common knowledge, to be sure, but a few 
know that things are about to get very 
interesting very soon. But what to do with 
that knowledge? Prepare humanity for the 
collapse … or capitalize on it? Politics, 
machinations, nobility … choices. The Interdependency is an 
empire, and like the name suggests, its constituents are quite 
dependent on each other. In fact, there’s really only one 
currently-reachable planet that can sustain itself, and that’s the 
appropriately named End. End is about to become the center of 
the known universe. I loved this novel and can’t wait for the 
next installment. Oh, and you’re gonna love Kiva. Even if she 
kills you. – Guest Reviewer Patrick Heffernan
Tor, $25.99. Signed 1st editions available while supplies last.

Passing Strange by Ellen Klages
The setting for the story is as much a part of the tale as the 

characters. The author’s research of 1940’s San Francisco has 
you walking the streets of Chinatown, and ferrying to the 
Golden Gate International Exposition. The lead characters are 
all women, artistic, smart, resourceful and gay. The story 
begins with the final days of the last surviving member of the 
circle and the mystery surrounding a heretofore unknown 
artwork. How and why the artwork comes to be is the magic 
and the mystery. I enjoyed the story for its interesting 
characters, the glimpse into the artistic world of Pulp Fiction 
magazine art. The ending is left for the reader to draw their 
own conclusion. Mine was hopeful. – Christine
Tor.com trade paper original, $14.99.

The Long Way to a Small, Angry Planet  
by Becky Chambers

I am delighted that I was prompted by April’s Los Angeles 
Times Festival of Books to elevate this to the top of my to-be-
read-pile, where it had languished since the previous summer. 
Shortly after new-to-extended-space-voyages bookkeeper 
Rosemary Harper joins the crew of the spaceship Wayfarer, 
they receive a lucrative assignment to create a wormhole into 
space occupied by new-to-the-Galactic-Commons beings. 
Much space drama ensues, on both a grand and a small scale. 
And readers can binge right into A Closed and Common Orbit. 
Highly recommended to fans of C. J. Cherryh, Jo Clayton, or 
Tanya Huff’s rich multilayered science fiction. – Maryelizabeth
Harper Voyager trade paper original, $15.99.

Hold Back the Stars by Katie Kahn
Max and Carys have 90 minutes to live. Stranded in outer 

space, with their oxygen levels quickly dropping and no hope of 
being found. As their last moments to live play out, the reader is 
transported to their time together on Earth. Throughout the 
novel, the narrative shifts from their early romance to their 
current situation, playing out a story of small ordinary tragedies 
that come with falling in love on Earth and pairing it with the 
great tragedy of mortality in the vastness of space. – Kelly
Gallery, $26.00.

The Guns Above by Robyn Bennis
I would advise that you buckle in before picking up The 

Guns Above. Quoting Josette Dupre, first female airship 
captain, “They say it’s not the fall that kills you.” So true 
when you are in the middle of a war and on the new and 
untested Mistral airship, dodging bullets and bombs. Josette 
is also dodging Lord Bernat, whose secret assignment is to 
watch her closely and report back to command any time she 
shows weaknesses or indecision. After all, what does a 
woman know about war and battle strategy? The Guns Above 
is a military tale with airship battles, spicy and snarky 
dialogue, and the added bonus of a bit of a steampunk feel 
into the mix. Josette’s goal is to stay alive long enough to 
prove herself worthy of the role of captain. Bernat starts out 
as a fop who is clueless about naval warfare, and a bit (well, 
more than a bit) scared of the gunfire and bombs, who soon 
discovers the bravery hidden within his narcissistic 
demeanor. This debut will please those who enjoy military 
fantasy adventures such as those with Honor Harrington, as 
well as steampunk fans who enjoy a riveting description of 
airship manipulation and battle strategy.  – Linda
Tor Books, $25.99. A Fantastic Firsts Pick for May.

Mystery & Suspense
The Day I Died by Lori Rader-Day

This small-town psychological thriller focuses on Anna 
Winger, a handwriting analyst whose expertise is requested 
in the case of a missing local boy. Evidence points to the 
mother kidnapping her son in order to protect him from her 
abusive husband. Anna knows firsthand about domestic 
violence and has mixed feelings about the investigation. She 
also is struggling with her own son, Joshua, a sullen 
teenager who is fed up with their constant moving. 
Eventually, Anna is forced to face her past demons but 
neither she, nor the reader, is prepared for what she 
uncovers. The menace steadily builds; Anna’s fear is 
palpable in every word, every scene. You may not know 
what it all means initially but that only makes the pages turn 
faster. The last half takes off like a rocket, hurdling toward 
a chilling climax. An atmospheric literary thriller with razor 
sharp insight and beautiful prose. – Sarah
William Morrow trade paper original, $14.99.

Y-factor
Caraval By Stephanie Garber

Caraval is Magic.
Caraval is a maze of Truth and Lies.
Caraval is just a game... don’t let it drive you mad.
Enter a world of escapism where the lines between reality and 

fantasy are blurred by the rich scents of bottled memories and 
beautiful dresses that can be bought with secrets and truths. Lose 
yourself in illusions and give in to your darkest curiosities and 
notions, if only for a handful of days, but never forget why you 
entered the game and what is to be gained from winning.

Caraval is a truly unique story from start 
to finish filled with delightful twists and 
turns that keep you up into the early hours 
of morning turning the pages to discover a 
delight on every page. The mystery and 
beauty of this world hold you captive, only 
to leave you wanting more after the last line 
is read. If it wasn’t obvious... I highly 
recommend you pick this up. – Constance
Flatiron Books, $18.99. Signed first 
editions available while supplies last.

 Alive by Scott Sigler
A young woman, named Em, wakes up in a coffin with no 

knowledge of who she is and how she got there. Readers will 
join Em and her accomplices as they learn who they are and 
where they come from. This novel is thrilling and suspenseful;  
every page will keep you on the edge of your seat. Secrets will 
unravel and the plot will be twisted as these characters try to 
escape danger around every turn and discover their 
backgrounds. – Kaitlyn 
Del Rey trade paperback, $10.00.

Defy the Stars by Claudia Gray
Noemi Vidal is a soldier of Genesis, a 

former colony world of Earth locked in a 
drawn-out war for its independence. 
During a skirmish, she ends up stranded 
on a derelict ship, where she comes 
across Abel – the most advanced Earth 
mech ever built and the only one of his 
kind. Bound by his programming, Abel is 
drawn into Noemi’s plan to end the 
conflict once and for all...even at the cost 
of his own life. As they journey across 
the stars, these two kindred souls form a bond that goes 
beyond mere programming. Can Noemi still condemn Abel to 
death, even in the face of his emerging humanity? And what is 
Abel’s true purpose? The artful prose combined with 
alternating perspectives of the two immensely likable 
protagonists will keep you turning the pages, all the way to the 
bittersweet end. – Darcy
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99.
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May Vary, is set in post-Katrina 
Mississippi, where high school senior 
Ramona juggles family responsibilities, a 
newly-discovered talent for competitive 
swimming, and the human tendency to 
create conflict and division. 

In The Crown’s Fate, second in Evelyn’s 
magical alternate history series, magic is 
growing, shadows are rising, and the 
throne is at stake… VOYA described the 
books as “A memorable alternate history and a page-turner full 
of surprises. Skye’s writing holds appeal for readers who like 
series such as Leigh Bardugo’s The Grisha Trilogy, Veronica 
Roth, The Hunger Games, and Victoria Aveyard’s Red Queen.”

And MG is particularly delighted to welcome former San 
Diego resident and best-selling, multiple award-winning 
author Megan Whalen Turner back to the Galaxy for the 
long-anticipated new Queen’s Thief novel, Thick as Thieves. 
The story of Kamet, head slave and secretary to the Emperor 
of Medes’s out-of-favor nephew, who left Attolia when his 
scheme to seize power failed, can be read by both fans of the 
series and readers new to Attolia.

Gian Sardar
Signs You Were Here
Sunday, May 21, 2:00 PM 

In Los Angeles author Gian Sardar’s haunting debut 
novel You Were Here, two love stories intertwine across 
decades bringing to light a dark family secret that could never 
remain buried. With an ill-fated love triangle in the past, a 
horrifying crime in the present, and a plot full of twists, You 
Were Here is a romantic suspense debut that unveils just how 
much lurks beneath the surface of our lives. Jennifer 
McMahon raves: “Gian Sardar shows us the ways in which 
the past can reach out and take hold of the present; that places 
and objects hold memories and time is not the linear thing we 
think it to be.”  

Jason Hough
Launch Party for Injection Burn
Tuesday, May 30, 7:30 PM 

The phrase “Launch Party” is particularly 
apt for our event with Jason Hough for the 
first book in his new Dire Earth duology, 
Injection Burn. Picking up where The 
Plague Forge left off, this two-book series 

follows Skyler Luiken and his crew on their mission to free a 
besieged world from an alien oppressor. Jason’s new Mass 
Effect: Andromeda novel, Nexus Uprising, pits security 
director Sloane Kelly against a threat that could capsize the 
Andromeda Initiative. 

Looking Ahead in the Galaxy: 
This is what we have so far in June: 
Marc Elsberg – June 9; Gwendolyn 
Womack – June 10; Hallie Ephron – 
June 12; Peter James – June 12;  
James Ziskin – June 12; Terry Brooks – 
June 15; Joseph Finder – June 16; 
Steven Boyett and Ken Mitchroney – 
June 17; Cindy Pon – June 17; Michael 
Johnston & Melissa de la Cruz – June 
18; Kiersten White – June 28; Clarion 
Instructors Dan Chaon & Lynda Barry – June 29;  
Don Winslow – June 30; and more as summer heats up! 


