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Callie Bates
The Memory of Fire

Wednesday, March 6, 7:00 PM

E.K. Johnston
Star Wars: The Queen’s Shadow

Thursday, March 7, 7:00 PM

Mallory O’Meara
The Lady from the Black Lagoon: 
Hollywood Monsters and the Lost 
Legacy of Milicent Patrick

Friday, March 8, 7:30 PM

Melissa Scrivner Love
American Heroin

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

Saturday, March 9, 3:00 PM

Anne Bishop
Wild Country

Tuesday, March 12, 7:30 PM

Book Discussion Group
Strange Practice 

Wednesday, March 13, 7:00 PM

Don Winslow
The Border

Friday, March 15, 7:00 PM

C.W. Briar
Whispers from the Depths

Saturday, March 16, 2:00 PM

Cindy Pon
Launch Party for Ruse

Saturday, March 16, 4:00 PM

Lilliam Rivera
Dealing in Dreams

In conversation with Demetra 
Brodsky

Sunday, March 17, 2:00 PM

Cory Doctorow
Radicalized

Tuesday, March 19, 7:30 PM

John McMahon
The Good Detective

In conversation with Matt Coyle

Thursday, March 21, 7:30 PM
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Speculative Fiction 
A Memory Called Empire by Arkady Martine

Rich with wondrous imageries, fascinating 
cultural etiquettes, and polished dialogue just 
as arresting as it is hilarious, A Memory Called 
Empire is a fresh and welcoming addition to 
the bulging shelves of science fiction. Curated 
with numerous fictitious excerpts from the 
likes of ship manuals, ancient literature texts, 
and garbled ship transmissions, the world 
within the story is vividly alive. Arkady 

Martine has not only produced a space opera the likes of an Ann 
Leckie or James S.A. Corey, but also a social discussion on how 
things, places, and people are remembered; whether in word or 
something much more personal. There is also a strong 
commentary on world politics and borders set on an interstellar 
scale. A Memory Called Empire is truly one of the few books I 
will reread again and again, not only for personal pleasure, but 
also as a reminder of great storytelling done right. – Nicholas
Tor, $25.99.

Star Wars: Queen’s Shadow by E.K. Johnston
As a fan of all things Star Wars, I couldn’t 
wait to get my hands on this book. Set just 
a few years after the events of The Phantom 
Menace, Queen’s Shadow follows Padmé 
Naberrie, the former Queen of Naboo, as 
she transitions from her role in planetary 
politics to broader, galactic affairs. Along 
with her loyal handmaidens, Padmé travels 
to Coruscant to begin her life in the Senate. 
Once there, she must learn to navigate this 
new, more complex political field, allying 

herself with other senators in order to fight for the causes she 
believes in. There’s a warmth to this story that was refreshing, 
and though we’re spared from the blaster fire and epic space 
battles of most Star Wars stories, the stakes are just as high! I 
could not put this book down. – Gary 
Disney Lucasfilm Press, $17.99.

The Raven Tower by Ann Leckie
The Raven Tower is a fantasy novel unlike 
anything I’ve ever read before. The narrator 
is a god, a very old, very pensive god. The 
story is told in two parts, one following the 
tale of the soldier Eolo, who finds himself in 
Vastai during a time of upheaval, and the 
other chronicling the history of The Strength 
and Patience of the Hill, our narrator. While 
the book alternates between these two 

narratives, it never feels rushed. Strength and Patience has all the 
time in the world, and that comes through in the way they tell 
this story. Despite this, the two stories weave together 
beautifully, culminating with our protagonists officially meeting 
and forever changing the destiny of the city where this all takes 
place. For anyone who enjoys high concepts and rich 
storytelling, this one’s a must! – Gary
Orbit, $26.00.

The Winter Road by Adrian Selby
Though The Winter Road is a fantasy 
novel, the subtle use of magic and the 
strong emphasis on plant-based brews 
used to heighten such things as the 
senses, strength, and more for fighting is 
quite unique to the genre. What I loved 
best about the story was main character 
Teyr Amondsen, the strong, female ex-
mercenary turned merchant who wishes 
nothing more than to unite The Circle, 
the collective lands that are ruled by various clans and 
allegiances, against the growing threat of the warlord Khiese. 
Though I ultimately mourn for this tragic heroine, her belief in 
something greater than her own happiness and her example that 
women are more than makers-of-men is something I applaud and 
hope more readers can experience. The greatest takeaway from 
the novel I wish to highlight is this: Adrian Selby’s The Winter 
Road is a narrative of many things: love, loss, ideals, and above 
all, sacrifice in the name of peace. – Nicholas 
Orbit trade paper original, $16.99.

Mystery and Suspense
The Huntress by Kate Quinn
My favorite part of Quinn’s absorbing 
WWII espionage novel was learning about 
Russia’s Night Witches, female pilots who 
flew against the Axis powers. The story is 
told via multiple timelines leading up to and 
after the war. The point of view characters 
include fierce “rusalka“ Night Witch Nina 
Markova; her husband of convenience, 
British journalist turned Nazi hunter Ian 
Graham; and Bostonian thwarted professional photographer Jordan 
McBride. The suspense lies not so much in the identification of the 
Huntress (a Nazi responsible for Ian’s brother’s death, among 
others), as in the convoluted process by which Ian and his allies 
determine her location and new identity. Wonderfully read on audio. 
– Maryelizabeth
Morrow trade paper original, $16.99. Audiobook via Libro.fm

General Geekery
The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild -  
Creating a Champion created by Nintendo
Would you like to hear the song of the 
ancient hero? If so, then crack open 
Creating a Champion. This 400-plus page 
behemoth is chock-full of concept 
illustrations, design notes, lore, and 
insightful development commentary from 
the latest — and debatably greatest — 
installment in The Legend of Zelda series. 
It shows in excruciating detail just how 
much thought and care goes into the 
creation of one of the best fantasy 
properties out there. This magnificent tome is simply a must-have 
for any Zelda fan’s library, or anyone looking for a masterclass in 
charming and thoughtful visual worldbuilding. May the light 
illuminate your path as you pore over every page! – Darcy
Dark Horse Books, $39.99.

Meet Our Booksellers

Darcy: 
Raised by a librarian, Darcy grew up surrounded by books. She has 
an affinity for robots, fun scifi, and old-fashioned worlds of whimsy.

Gary: 
Gary obsesses over stories, mostly ones with massive world building 
and epic tales of fantasy! A pop culture geek at heart, he also 
devours media tie-ins for series like Star Wars or Welcome to Night 
Vale. And don’t get him started on Harry Potter!

Kylie: 
Kylie loves stories from any genre with memorable characters, high 
stakes, and prose that keeps you reading late into the night. 

Maryelizabeth:
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s focus genres 
and media (prose, sequential art, ebooks, and occasionally 
audiobooks), with an emphasis on sociological fiction.

Nicholas:
Nicholas is a writer, Disney 
nerd, and a triple-threat 
reader: fantasy, mystery, and 
sci-fi. His favorite stories 
involve rich, magical, and 
inviting worlds that often 
exist alongside our own. 
He’s still waiting patiently 
for his Hogwarts letter.

Victoria:
Victoria is a lover of all 
things “bookie” and Disney. She always has at least one book with 
her at all times. She loves to read fantasy, sci-fi, romance, and YA. 
She just wants rich worlds, and characters that are unique and full of 
spirit. She is always ready to go on an adventure hidden within the 
pages of her books.
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Book Love by Debbie Tung
Bibliophiles rejoice! Debbie Tung’s 
collection of comics speaks to the 
transcendent passion those of us who love 
books and reading and sharing that 
enthusiasm with others experience. The 
fact that she is also a fan of tea was just the 
icing on the cake for me. By the time I 
finished reading my copy, my husband had 
“read” 85% of it by association – i.e. 
because I kept showing him panels and 
exclaiming “it’s so me!” – Maryelizabeth

Andrews McMeel, $14.99.

Audio Books
Iron Hearted Violet by Kelly Barnhill, narrated by 
Simon Vance
Violet is not like other princesses. She’s a plain child with 
asymmetrical features, unruly hair, and a rough-around-the-
edges personality to match. While exploring the ever-changing 
castle, she and her only friend, Demetrius, come across a 
forbidden story in a hidden library and are exposed to the 
insidious whispering of the Nybbas — an old god who has been 
imprisoned in their world. And when Violet’s life starts to fall 
apart around her, she uses the Nybbas’s power to transform 
herself, believing herself to blame for the kingdom’s recent 
tragedies for lacking the beauty of a “real princess.” But she 
soon discovers that beauty is not all it’s cracked up to be, and 
Violet devotes herself to ending the Nybbas’s scheming before 
the kingdom tears itself apart. Told from the perspective of the 
court storyteller, the narration pops with personality and poetry 
while still being accessible for a younger audience. Kelly 
Barnhill has crafted a fine fairytale that turns tropes on their 
head, with important lessons about the perils of unrealistic 
beauty standards and the power of love. – Darcy
Little, Brown paperback, $8.99. Audiobook via Libro.fm

Young Adult and Middle Grade
Sal and Gabi Break the Universe  
by Carlos Hernandez
Sal is doing his best to fit in. It’s a new city, a new school, and a 
whole new set of rules he has to adjust to – ever since his 
mother died and he discovered that he is able to jump to 
alternate dimensions, and even able to pull things out of them 
into his own, things have gotten pretty strange. It wouldn’t be 
too bad, actually, if he didn’t have the unfortunate habit of 
accidentally pulling alternate versions of his mother into his 
house and wreaking havoc with the barriers between universes. 
Sal joins Gabi – the perky, intelligent, and capable class 
president – on a dimension-hopping adventure where they try 
their best not to break the universe. Filled with quirky, laugh-
out-loud antics and a heartwarming story of friendship, family, 
and love, as well as plenty of Cuban influences, this is a fun 
read that will have you hooked from page one! – Kylie 
Rick Riordan Presents, $16.99.

Four Dead Queens by Astrid Scholte
“Get in quick, get out quicker.”
What a ride this was! From the first page to the last, I was 
hooked. Astrid Scholte created a world full of unique 
characters. Four Dead Queens takes place in Quadara, a nation 
divided into fourths; Toria, Archia, Ludia, and Eonia, with a 
queen ruling each area -- until one by one they’re murdered. 
Keralie Corrington lives in Toria, running the streets as a dipper 
(a thief or pickpocket). She runs into Varin Bollt, a messenger 
from Eonia. They both see life so differently, and can’t seem to 
grasp how the other lives. But as the story progresses, they 
grow closer as they try to solve the murders of all four Queens. 
The chapters alternate between Keralie’s point of view and one 
of the queens, who we learn are each hiding secrets that they 
would do almost anything to keep in the dark. I couldn’t put 
this book down. Scholte created a story full of intrigue, twists, 

turns, romance, and more. This is going to be a tough book to 
beat for my best read of 2019. – Victoria
Putnam Books for Young Readers, $17.99.

Ruse by Cindy Pon
Lingyi and Iris, Jason Zhou and Daiyu, and the other survivors 
of the attack on the Taipei manufacturing plant owned by the 
corrupt Jin Feiming, struggle to regain their alliances in the 

wake of multiple deaths of people they care 
about. Computer whiz Lingyi is called to 
Shanghai, where a friend has created a 
superior air filter that has drawn unwanted 
attention from Jin, who has relocated in 
order to open a 188 floor edifice to his ego, 
Jin Tower. Like Want, Ruse is both a look at 
a troubling possible future, and a 
commentary on choices in our present that 
have the power to affect the actual future. 

It’s also a thoughtful story of love, conflict, and the occasional 
juxtaposition of the two. – Maryelizabeth
Simon Pulse, $18.99.

The Last Voyage of Poe Blythe by Ally Condie
Who do you become when you have nothing left to lose? Poe 
Blythe has spent the last two years focused on only one thing: 
revenge. She designs armor for the Outpost’s last mining ship 
in hopes that it will one day lead her to the people who killed 
the boy she loved on their one and only voyage upon the 
treacherous Serpentine River. But when she gets thrown into 
another voyage, secret truths are revealed and the world, which 
once looked so black and white to Poe, begins to shift into 
shades of grey. Visceral and raw, Poe’s journey through her 
anger and grief to hope and healing is spellbinding. The heroine 
and the world she lives in capture you and carry you along on a 
twisting, turning path through the murky waters of loss and 
revenge, with quite a few surprises along the way. – Kylie
Dutton Books for Young Readers, $18.99.

Internment by Samira Ahmed
With searing clarity, Internment paints an alternate near-future 
where frenzied hatred and fascist bigotry take hold of America 
and drive all Muslim Americans into 
internment camps, just as Japanese 
Americans were during World War II. As 
we watch Layla, our protagonist, fight and 
scrounge for justice, for safety for her 
family and friends, for freedom for her 
community, we are inevitably called into 
the resistance alongside her. This is a 
thrilling read – it is a terrifying reminder 
of what is possible and a tremendous call 
to action. You won’t be able to put it 
down. – Kylie
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99.

Illuminae by Jay Kristoff and Amie Kaufman
There is something unique about this book, and it is more than 
just the way it is written. Throwing out the norms of novel 
writing, Jay Kristoff and Amie Kaufman tell the story through 
documents: journal entries, surveillance footage, emails, 
interviews, etc. Each page is unique and beautifully created. 
Illuminae, the first book of the Illuminae Files trilogy, starts off 
with a break-up and a planet that’s under attack. The reader 
learns that not everyone can be trusted and that there is more 
than the human enemy after the protagonists. Kady, our strong 
heroine, is doing everything that she can to save the people 
around her, even her ex-boyfriend Ezra. With the AI system, 
AIDAN, going crazy and a virus wreaking havoc on the rescue 
ships, Kady and Ezra have to rely on each other to save 
themselves and the other passengers, even though Kady never 
wants to talk to him again. – Victoria
Ember trade paperback, $12.99.

March Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Priory at the Orange Tree  
by Samantha Shannon
“ A clever, engaging, and magical, 
dive into epic fantasy!”-–Kelly 

Young Adult
Four Dead Queens  
by Astrid Scholte
“Scholte created a story full of 
intrigue, twists, turns, romance, 
and more. This is going to be a 
tough book to beat for my best 
read of 2019.” – Victoria

Young Adult Book Club
Geekerella

Friday, March 22, 7:00 PM

Joe R. Lansdale
The Elephant of Surprise

Monday, March 25, 7:30 PM

James Rollins
The Crucible

Wednesday, March 27, 7:30 PM

Spring Local Author Meet and Greet
Mark your calendars so you can meet this group of 
talented local authors

Saturday, March 30, noon

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Trouble on the Books: A Castle 
Bookshop Mystery by Essie Lang
Cozy readers who miss the Ashton 
Corners Book Club mystery series will 
be particularly delighted by this new 
series from former Ontario mystery 
bookseller Linda Wiken.

Mark your 
calendars! 

Join Mysterious Galaxy Bookstore at the 
largest books and storytelling event in the 
United States! Since 1996, The Los 
Angeles Times Festival of Books has 
become a world renowned experience 
gathering writers, poets, artists, 
filmmakers, musicians and emerging 
storytellers like no other. Today over 
150,000 people attend, making it the 
largest festival of its kind in the United 
States. 

Los Angeles Times Festival of Books is 
held at the University of California.

Saturday, April 13th | 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday, April 14th | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 


