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Sisters in Crime San Diego 
Chapter Meeting with 
SoCalMWA, T. Jefferson Parker 
& Kathy Krevat 
Saturday, January 20 at 3:30 PM 
(Room of White Fire &  
The Trouble with Murder)

Local Author Meet & Greet

Sunday, January 21 at noon 

Sasha Alsberg and Lindsay 
Cummings
Zenith

Tuesday, January 23 at 7:00 PM

Dr. Janina Scarlet,  
Dr. Billy San Juan, Travis Adams, 
& Dr. Paul VanPortfliet
Supernatural Psychology:  
Roads Less Traveled
Saturday, January 27 at 2:00 PM

Clive Rosengren
Velvet on a Tuesday Afternoon

S.W. Lauden
Hang Time

Sunday, January 28 at 2:00 PM

Dana Fredsti & David Fitzgerald
Time Shards

Sunday, January 28 at 4:00 PM

Sarah Tarkoff
Sinless

Saturday, February 3 at 2:00 PM

R.A. Salvatore 
Child of a Mad God

Friday, February 9 at 7:30 PM

Neal Shusterman
Thunderhead

Saturday, February 10 at 2:00 PM

David Putnam
The Innocents

Earl Javorsky
Down to No Good

Sunday, February 11, 2:00 PM

Tom Sweterlitsch
The Gone World

With guest host Scott Sigler 
Monday, February 12 at 7:30 PM
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Speculative Fiction
The Philosopher’s Flight by Tom Miller

Tom Miller’s The Philosopher’s Flight is a 
wonderfully engaging alternative history, 
in which the great technological and 
political exploits of early 20th century 
America were accomplished by magic 
instead of science, and by women instead 
of men. So it is that the novel’s hero, 
Robert Weekes, aspires to attend Radcliffe 
College, there to study magic, in the hope 
of joining the Army’s elite flying squad, 
despite the fact these are all the preserves 

of women. The story is well-told and gripping, as Robert battles 
gender prejudice, bonds with his fellow students, and falls in 
love with war hero Danielle. Author Miller impresses as much 
with his command of historical detail as with his ability to 
imagine a fully-realized and absorbing literary world. Highly 
recommended! – David
A February Mysterious Galaxy Fantastic First pick.  
Simon & Schuster, $26.00.

Miranda and Caliban by Jacqueline Carey
I didn’t quite know what to expect from 
this book when I first read its title. The 
Tempest is one of my favorite Shakespeare 
plays and I was wary that Carey might 
force something into the story that wasn’t 
there. But this book has my wholehearted 
recommendation. This is a soft and tender 
version of Shakespeare’s The Tempest that 
delicately tells the story of Miranda and 
Caliban growing up on the island with 
magician Prospero and his servant Ariel. 

As the only two young people on the island, Miranda and 
Caliban begin to form a deep friendship. But Prospero has dark 
secrets and a mysterious magic that threatens everything 
Miranda might know about herself and the island she inhabits. 
Carey takes Shakespeare’s characters and the events of the 
original play and weaves her own tale that explores themes of 
monstrosity and sexuality, isolation and companionship, magic 
and reality, knowledge and ignorance. A simply beautiful 
book. – Kelly
Tor Books trade paperback, $15.99.

How to Stop Time by Matt Haig
I’ve always been fascinated by tales of 
immortality, and this book delivers! While 
stories of folk like Nicholas Flamel or The 
Count of St Germain are full of magic and 
whimsy, this book takes a more pragmatic 
view of the situation. Our hero, Tom, was 
born in 1581, and he’s lived a very lonely 
existence since, losing first his mother, and 
then his wife. When he moves back to 
London, the weight of the past nearly 

overshadows his life in the present. Matt Haig weaves an incredible 
tale of history, love, and loss through the centuries. Tom’s 
introspective nature, coupled with the ultimate warning — “Never 
fall in love” — gave this story a weight that I haven’t encountered 
in other immortality stories. I love it, and you will too! – Gary
Viking, $26.00. Signed copies available after February 7.

Semiosis by Sue Burke
Sue Burke’s debut novel, Semiosis, is a 
fascinating and totally original take on that 
old science fiction chestnut, human 
colonization of a new world. Burke’s 
innovation is to insist on telling her story 
from the standpoint of biological, 
environmental, and Darwinian realism. As 
her characters struggle to survive in the 
alien world, they must inevitably give up 
their old earth-derived ideologies, social 
institutions, and finally their very biology. 

Immigrants into a new natural reality, they undergo the most 
radical of melting pots, and become something wholly other and 
strange. Brilliant and thought-provoking. – David
Tor, $25.99.

The Legends of Luke Skywalker by Ken Liu
“Luke Skywalker? I thought he was a myth.” – Rey. A motley 
crew of characters huddle around each other in Canto Bight 
exchanging stories of the mysterious and mythical Luke 
Skywalker. Some think he’s a hero, some think he’s a hack. This 
book holds an interesting place in the Star Wars canon, 
introducing new tales to readers that may — or may not — be 
true. The stories in The Legends of Luke Skywalker are fun and 
thoughtful, and they play with our own conception of what Luke 
has been up to since Return of the Jedi. At times, the tales 
reward readers who know the Star Wars films well with inside 
jokes. At other times, it challenges us to rethink what 
we do know. Overall, a fun and unique Star Wars read. – Kelly
Disney Lucasfilm Press, $14.99.

Mystery
Sunburn by Laura Lippman

Sunburn is a modern rendition of a classic 
noir crime novel. It is the summer of 1995, 
and Private Investigator Adam Bosk 
follows the woman he was hired to 
investigate, Polly Costello, to a sleepy 
Delaware town. They begin a torrid love 
affair, and a cunning game of cat-and-
mouse unfolds. Polly is a formidably 
complicated femme fatale, and the plot 
slow-burns for awhile, then ignites. This 
retro novel has it all: seduction, deception, 

corruption, greed, murder, betrayal, and plenty of moral 
ambiguity. One of Lippman’s best. For fans of psychological 
thrillers, hardboiled detective novels and classic noir. – Kim
William Morrow, $26.99

Meet Our Booksellers

Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, 
plots that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some 
of the things that make a great book for her. 

David: 
An unlikely child of reason and romance, David loves 
science fiction and fantasy — anything surprising, beautiful, 
and true. 

Gary:  
Gary obsesses over stories, mostly ones with massive world 
building and epic tales of fantasy! A pop culture geek at 
heart, he also devours media tie-ins for series like Star 
Wars or Welcome to Night Vale. And don’t get him started 
on Harry Potter!

Kelly: 
Kelly is a reader of all things fantastic: from children’s 
fantasy literature (especially Harry Potter) to modern fantasy 
to medieval literature. Dark, lush, magical, and folk/ fairy-
tale stories are sure to capture her heart.  

Kim:
Crooks, murderers, detectives, and spies – a lover of mystery 
and suspense, Kim is a crime novel enthusiast.

Rob: 
Rob is a proud SF geek, horror connoisseur, writer, and long-
time bookseller with a special place in his black little heart 
for the strange, baroque and bizarre. 

Maryelizabeth:
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s focus 
genres and media (prose, sequential art, ebooks, and 
occasionally audiobooks), with an emphasis on sociological 
fiction.
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Force of Nature by Jane Harper
Force of Nature is an outstanding 
atmospheric thriller set in the remote 
Australian bushland. It involves five 
women who go on a corporate wilderness 
survival retreat. Only four of them return. 
The missing woman is a whistle-blower 
in a money-laundering scheme involving 
the accounting firm she works for. The 
tension builds slowly as the story 
alternates between the police 
investigation and the women’s 

recollections of the harrowing retreat. None of them tell the 
same story, but it was clearly a cold, wet and terrifying 
experience fraught with the dangers of both mother nature and 
human nature. Secrets gradually unfold in this twisty, layered 
novel, and Harper’s measured reveal and gorgeous prose are a 
treat. For fans of psychological suspense, wilderness survival, 
the Australian Outback, and Harper’s previous novel, The Dry. 
– Kim
Flatiron Books, $25.99.

Rob’s Featured Nightmare
The Chalk Man by C.J. Tudor

A grisly murder in the past draws a chalk 
line around the future of four 12-year-old 
boys, and Nicky, the only girl in their 
“Losers’ Club.” In this stunning debut 
thriller by C.J. Tudor, Eddie (Munster) 
meets the “Chalk Man” in 1986. The 
teacher, who suffers from albinism, helps 
Eddie save a girl’s life after a horrific 
accident at an amusement park, and 
inspires a secret code of chalk stick-
figure men. When a series of chalk man 

clues lead to the dismembered body of a girl in the woods, the 
Chalk Man is assumed to be the killer. But 30 years later, the 
Fab Five are brought together by letters containing chalk 
figures that suggest the wrong man paid for the crime, and as 
Eddie tells us, children have their secrets. Fans of Stephen 
King’s “The Body” (Stand by Me), It, and S.E. Hinton’s The 
Outsiders, will love the intimate characterization of the kids. 
Eddie’s hoarding and fetishism as an adult show how PTSD 
can blossom into a poisoned garden. The grue is thick, the plot 
riveting. This haunting book will linger on the blackboard of 
your mind. – R.J. Crowther Jr.
Crown, $27.00. (Featured Nightmare discount 20%)

Graphic Novel
The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang

Embracing one’s true self is the all the 
fashion in Wang’s charming alternate 
19th-century Paris tale of 
underappreciated seamstress Frances and 
her inspiring mysterious model, Lady 
Crystallia, who is the secret alter ego of 
the crown prince. While Prince Sebastian 
is delighted to find someone who can 
craft the gorgeous creations for Lady 
Crystallia, his dedication to keeping his 
secret from his family and the fashion 

world inhibits Frances from achieving proper recognition for 
her designs. This book is both a visual treat, and also a great 
positive affirmation of acceptance and love. – Maryelizabeth
First Second trade paper original, $16.99.

Young Adult
The Queen’s Rising by Rebecca Ross

I quite simply loved this book. There is a 
graceful timelessness to it that captures a 
beautiful world filled with well-imagined 
characters. There is forbidden romance, 
revenge, war, and scheming, but all done 
with such a delicate hand that you are 
enveloped in the story as you fall in love 
with it. Rebecca Ross is a passion of wit 
who has woven a remarkable debut that is 
well worth your time. This is a book I 
would pick up and reread for its beautiful 

language; it left me wanting to highlight countless sentences 
and its characters easily find a home in your heart. – Constance
Harper Teen, $17.99.

When Light Left Us by Leah Thomas
New Mexico has a reputation as the home 
state to a significant number of human / 
alien encounters, but none may be as 
strange or heart-wrenching as the 
encounter between extraterrestrial Luz 
and the Vasquez children. Hank, Ana, and 
Milo and their mother, Maggie, are 
preparing to navigate the unfamiliar 
territory of their first summer without the 
kids’ father as part of the family when 
Luz enters their lives. Luz interprets the 

three children as discrete parts of a single entity, and observes 
the world through their senses – semi-appropriating and 

enhancing their perceptions through their hands, eyes, and 
ears, respectively. Leah’s story intertwines multiple 
perspectives in a moving tale of family, loss, and recovery. – 
Maryelizabeth 
Bloomsbury, $17.99.

Unearthed by Amie Kaufman and Meagan Spooner

Witty Banter R 
Daring Adventure R
Alien planet with the key to humanity’s 
survival? R

Unearthed by Meagan Spooner and Amie 
Kaufman is a great read that I recommend 
anyone pick up just for the pure fun of it. 
Imagine all the awesome elements of 
Indiana Jones and Laura Croft mashed 

together and placed on an alien planet – and voila! Meagan 
and Amie are a deadly duo that will have you smiling from ear 
to ear, while also rapidly flipping the pages to find out what 
happens to the unlikely partners of this tale who will just have 
to somehow figure out how to trust each other to make it off 
Gaia alive. – Constance 
Disney – Hyperion, $17.99.

Heart of Iron by Ashley Poston
Granted, I was predisposed to like this 
before I cracked the cover. “An action-
packed tale full of romance, royalty, and 
adventure, inspired by the story 
of Anastasia” is right up my alley! But 
Ashley applies the same geeky insights 
and charm that made Geekerella a fun 
update to the tale, with plenty of 
scoundrels, rogues, and charmers to root 
for … carefully, with an eye on one’s 
valuables, and a protagonist whose most 
interesting trait is not that she may be space royalty. – 
Maryelizabeth
Balzer + Bray, $17.99.

January’s Fantastic Firsts
Science Fiction/Fantasy
Black Star Renegades 
by Michael Moreci
“... it brims with exotic 
locales, weird aliens, an evil 
empire, and a Jedi-like hero 
with a cohort of misfits.” 

Mystery/Thriller
The Wife Between Us 
by Greer Hendricks 
and Sarah Pekkanen
“An ex-wife. A future 
wife. The husband of their 
dreams. Uncertainty will 
keep you turning the 
pages.” – Terry

Young Adult 
Gunslinger Girl by 
Lyndsay Ely
“.. a gritty western containing 
not only all the gunslinging 
action your heart could desire, 
but also a phenomenal story 
filled with a great cast of 
characters.” – Constance

Science Fiction/Fantasy 
Paperback
The Bastard 
Legion: Book 1 by 
Gavin G. Smith 
“Some great world-
building, a varied cast 
of characters, and a 
take-no-nonsense anti-
heroine ... well worth 
checking out.”

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Better Dead by 
Pamela Kopfler
“Page-turning, fun, and 
filled with suspense–and 
very unique characters! 
As the saying goes, a 
‘keeper,’ and just the 
beginning of the series!” 
– Heather Graham

Mysterious Galaxy’s Fantastic Firsts program is our  
book club that brings you new and exciting reads each  
month at a 20% discount. It’s easy, pick your favorite 

genre (SF/Fantasy, YA, Mystery, Cozy) and receive  
an awesome read each month! 

We can ship it to your door or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at  

858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com


