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J. Dianne Dotson
Ephemeris

Saturday, June 1, 3:00 PM

Sarah Kuhn
I Love You So Mochi

Cindy Pon
Ruse

Maurene Goo
Somewhere Only We Know

Monday, June 3, 7:00 PM

R. Scott Boyer
Bobby Ether and the Jade Academy

Wednesday, June 5, 7:00 PM

Leah Thomas
Wild and Crooked

Thursday, June 6, 7:00 PM

Kris Waldherr
The Lost History of Dreams

Friday, June 7, 7:00 PM

James Ellroy
This Storm

Ticketed Event
Sunday, June 9, 4:00 PM

Richard A. Knaak
Black City Dragon

Friday, June 14, 7:00 PM

Chris Baron
All of Me

Ticketed Event
Saturday, June 15, 2:00 PM

Cara Black
Murder in Bel-Air

Sunday, June 16, 2:00 PM

Sarah Gailey
Magic for Liars

In conversation with  
Greg van Eekhout

Ticketed Event
Monday, June 17, 7:00 PM
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Science Fiction & Fantasy
Magic For Liars by Sarah Gailey

The author of the wonderful “hippo wrangler” 
stories is back with their first novel, a mystery 
where magic. P.I. Ivy Gamble is hired to 
investigate the macabre death of a faculty 
member at The Osthorne Academy of Young 
Mages. There are multiple problems with this 
case. First, her estranged twin sister Tabitha 
teaches at the academy. Second, Ivy has none 
of the magical talent that her sister possesses 

in abundance. And three, none of the other faculty know that Ivy 
has no magical abilities. Ivy goes forth with quiet determination 
to solve the case and somehow communicate with and reconnect 
with her sister. So what if there’s a cute guy she finds attractive 
and she has to lie to about her family history, magic talent…or 
lack of any? Ivy is struggling to solve this increasingly 
convoluted magical murder case, hoping to find love, and maybe 
even make peace with her sister and herself. – Linda
Tor Books, $25.99. 

 Silver in the Wood by Emily Tesh
Deep in the heart of the forest lives Tobias 
Finch, the ancient Wild Man of 
Greenhollow Wood. Guardian of the trees 
and dryads, he lives peacefully and quietly, 
with each day just like the last… until the 
new owner of Greenwillow Hall, Henry 
Silver arrives. Handsome, kind, and utterly 
alluring, Henry Silver is set on discovering 
the folklore of the forest and unraveling old 
tales and even older secrets. Henry and 
Tobias grow a tender and charming 

relationship set against Tesh’s beautiful prose. A gorgeous debut 
full of fae, ancient forests, old gods, and new love. – Kelly 
Tor.com, $11.99

Seven Blades in Black: The Grave of Empires, Book 1 
by Sam Sykes 
Governor-Militant Tretta Stern is committed to her service to 
the Revolution of the Fist and Flame against Imperial Cathma 
and dedicated to the well-being of as many people under her 
command as possible. Her intention is to efficiently interrogate 
a captured Vagrant -- a kind of vigilante mage – named Sal the 
Cacophony, and then execute her; a plan that is delayed by Sal’s 
gradual sharing information about a missing officer of the 
Revolution, interspersed with the tale of the journey that led Sal 
to be in Tretta’s prison. Sykes keeps Tretta’s voice in her third 
person POV chapters distinct from Sal’s breathtaking, darkly 
humorous, occasionally unexpectedly 
poignant, and exceedingly profanity-laden 
first person narration. A classic epic fantasy 
map, with its “handwritten” notations like 
“where the trouble starts,” and “not 
important, but great whiskey,” sets the tone 
for Sal’s misadventures, and identifies 
locations, which are also chapter headings. 
Recommended for fans of big messy 
sprawling and endlessly entertaining epic 
series. – Maryelizabeth
Orbit trade paper original, $17.99.

Mystery & Suspense
The Last House Guest by Megan Miranda
A secluded seaside town; bodies bathing in sunlight; waves 
lapping against the shore. This is the carefree image that folks 
buy into when they spend summers in Littleport, Maine. But 
beneath the veneer, glossy, artificial shine, lurks a truth that is far 
different from the painted facade. For Avery Greer, it takes the 
deaths of her parents, grandmother, and suicide of her best-friend 
Sadie to see this. But when it’s discovered there’s more to Sadie’s 

death, Avery realizes there’s still much 
more for her to lose. Megan Miranda’s The 
Last House Guest constantly builds like a 
storm over the sea, grey skies and choppy 
waters of small-town gossip and privilege 
that eventually build into a full-on tsunami 
of corruption and cover-up. The great 
writing coupled with the intriguing story 
kept me glued to the words until the final 
page. A must read for fans of suspense and 
mystery. – Nicholas

Simon & Schuster hardcover, $26.00.

The Department of Sensitive Crimes: A Detective 
Varg Novel by Alexander McCall Smith
Detective Ulf Varg is the horizontal head of the Malmo Police’s 
Department of Sensitive Crimes. Along with a small cast of 
characters which includes coworkers Anna Bengsdotter and 
Carl Holgersson, paper pusher fishing enthusiast Erik Nykvist, 
and opinionated police officer Blomquist, Ulf Varg works 
unusual, complicated, and often insignificant cases. Readers of 
this entertaining novel will meander through three unique 
problems while enduring humorous 
internal monologues and quirky incidents. 
While investigating a stabbing in the back 
of the knee, you will learn Blomquists’ 
opinions on potatoes and potato peels. 
During a case involving a vanished 
imaginary boyfriend, you will accidently 
delve into the complicated non-relationship 
between Anna and Ulf. Readers will endure 
a road trip filled with internal monologues 
while traveling to a possibly haunted hotel. 
A fiasco involving a pregnant cat is thrown into the mix of tales 
just for fun. Alexander McCall Smith a one of my favorite 
authors. His writing is full of introspection and humor as he 
dwells on the quirky side of human behavior.  If you want to 
laugh out loud, travel with endearing characters, or enjoy the 
trivial aspects of life, read this novel. --Guest Reviewer Sandy
Pantheon, Hardcover, $24.95

The Sentence is Death by Anthony Horowitz
The Sentence is Death is a very funny book while also being a 
great mystery. I loved the premise of the author as a reluctant 
Watson to surly PI Daniel Hawthorne. I 
reveled in Horowitz’s authorial voice, 
which is wry and self-deprecating, good at 
recounting details but bad at making actual 
deductions from the clues. If you are a fan 
of the TV series Foyle’s War, like me, you 
will be particularly charmed by the first 
chapter when Horowitz, the writer for that 
series, is watching the production of an 
episode when he is propelled into another 
case with Hawthorne. Although it is the 
second book in a series, it wasn’t necessary to read the first to 
understand this one. However, I bet you’ll like it so much you’ll 
do what I’m planning on doing—getting the first one so I can 
enjoy all I can of this series’ lightly humorous style with a well 
plotted murder. – Guest Reviewer Kim Keeline
Harper, $27.99

Miss Blaine’s Prefect and the Golden Samovar  
by Olga Wajtas
Olga Wojtas’ Miss Blaine’s Prefect and 
the Golden Samovar is a quirky book 
from start to finish. It’s a time travel 
murder story which isn’t really a mystery 
so much as it is a humorous tale of 
romance and Russian intrigue. Oddly 
enough, the book uses a phrase that 
describes itself very well—“for those who 
like that sort of thing.” For people who 
enjoy the humor of Jasper Fforde or the 
time travel antics of Connie Willis’ To Say Nothing of the Dog, 
this book will probably hit the spot. It’s a breezy, charming 
book if you enjoy spoofs on Russian history or literature. If you 
are a fan of The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie, you will also find 
constant references to that book/film to keep you chuckling—
the main character believes it maligns the good name of her 
alma mater. It’s not really a murder mystery in the traditional 
sense, as a main element of the humor comes from the reader 
recognizing our heroine is misinterpreting events, getting 
herself into one problem after another. It’s a whirlwind for a 
reader looking for “that sort of thing.” – Guest Reviewer Kim 
Keeline
Felony & Mayhem, $14.95

Young Adult & Kids
The Candle and the Flame by Nafiza Azad
Noor, a city of diverse peoples, beliefs, and ways of life, is 
recovering from an attack by chaotic djinn that wiped out all but 
three of its inhabitants. The city rebuilt itself, and with the 
partnership of the Ifrit, djinn of order and reason, it has begun to 
thrive once more. Fatima, one of the three human survivors, has 
grown up with the knowledge that she was spared. But why? 
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When she is witness to a strange and mystical 
murder, she is launched upon a path that will 
lead either to Noor’s salvation or its utter 
destruction once again. This colorful debut is 
filled to the brim with life and heart — 
bursting with fascinating characters and a 
beautiful romance, you’ll be hard-pressed to 
put it down! Join Fatima on her journey to 
save the people and the home that she loves, 
as she is given a new destiny and learns just how powerful a 
name can be. – Kylie 
Scholastic Press, $18.99

Wicked Fox by Kat Cho 
Gu Miyoung just started at a new school 
in Seoul. Usually, this would be daunting 
for an eighteen-year-old, but Miyoung is 
used to it. She’s had to move too many 
times to count. When you’re half-human, 
half-gumiho, you don’t really get the 
chance to stay in one place for very long. 
According to Korean folklore, the gumiho 
are nine-tailed foxes who masquerade as 
beautiful women and feed off men’s gi, or 
energy, to survive. And the myths aren’t 

that far from the truth. Miyoung’s carefully controlled life is 
turned upside down one night when she accidentally meets Ahn 
Jihoon, a boy in her class who’s never taken life too seriously, 
and their fates are intertwined. Wicked Fox has it all! Magical 
creatures, romance, life-or-death stakes – if you’re a fan of 
mythology or Kdramas or both, you’ll love this book! – Kylie 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, $18.99

Tell Me How You Really Feel by Aminah Mae Safi
If you made Rory Gilmore a Persian-
American cheerleader with med school 
ambitions, and Paris Geller an aspiring 
Mexican-Jewish filmmaker, added a 
heaping dose of attraction and set it in Los 
Angeles, you would get Aminah Mae 
Safi’s wonderful YA rom-com, Tell Me 
How You Really Feel. Safi dedicated her 
book to Amy Sherman-Palladino so it’s 
fair to say that she wrote her characters 
with The Gilmore Girls in mind.

Sana Khan has strived for perfection her entire life. She is 
about to get everything she has ever worked for but can’t bring 
herself to mail in her deposit to Princeton, her dream school. 
Rachel Recht terrifies everyone who crosses her path and is 
relentless in her ambitions. Through a series of mishaps, she is 
forced to cast her nemesis Sana in her final film project. 
Loathing, then respect, and eventually searing attraction 
develop between Sana and Rachel and their relationship forces 
them to question everything they’ve always believed. Told from 
dual perspectives, and crackling with charm and winning 
characters, this is the perfect summer read. – Jackie
Feiwel & Friends, $17.99

Cinderella Liberator by Rebecca Solnit
Cinderella Liberator reads like a classic fairy-tale. The familiar 
elements of Cinderella—the ball, the fairy godmother, the 

magical gown and glass slipper, and even 
the classic Arthur Rackham illustrations—
are all here. But Solnit updates her fairy-
tale to inspire readers to be more 
concerned with following their own 
dreams than falling for a prince charming 
(or as Solnit titles him, Prince 
Nevermind), to focus on friendships over 
romance, and to always think about what other people and 
animals want instead of using them for your own ends. A 
compassionate, classic tale that deserves a place on the 
bookshelves of readers of all ages. – Kelly 
Haymarket Books $17.95

Sorcery of Thorns by Margaret Robinson 
Elisabeth has grown up in the great 
Library of Austermeer among whispering 
grimories and tales of dangerous 
Sorcerers. She has long aspired to 
someday become a Warden, charged with 
protecting the Kingdom from any Sorcerer 
who may attempt to use the power of the 
Library’s grimories for their own. But 
when the most dangerous grimoire from 
the library is set free, transforming into a 
monstrous figure, Elisabeth rushes after it 

in effort to destroy it—but ends up implicated in its release 
instead. As she teams up with the Sorcerer Nathaniel Thorn and 
his mysterious servant Silas, Elisabeth must re-learn everything 
she thinks she knows about sorcerers, magic, and the Great 
Libraries. In Robinson’s world, books are not the only thing 
that are alive and dangerous: prejudices, torn loyalties, spiraling 
madness, and deadly secrets all threaten Elisabeth’s journey. 
Skillful prose and compelling storytelling make this a Young 
Adult book you don’t want to miss! – Kelly 
Margaret K. McElderry Books, $17.99

Somewhere Only We Know by Maurene Goo
This book was a culmination of things that 
make my heart happy. It’s got a romance 
between two characters that can’t help but 
feel a pull to one another (even if they 
only have one day to enjoy it), a beautiful 
message about finding yourself in this 
chaotic world where a million different 
voices are telling you what to be, and 
K-Pop! These characters get lost in the 
lies they feed one another about who they 
are but one truth they can’t ignore is how 

they begin to care for one another and how their chance 
encounter could be the very thing that helps them find 
themselves when they are feeling their most lost. From the 
beautiful and lively streets of Hong Kong to the blended 
cultures of the characters, the world Goo has created is amazing 
to see in the genre. This book is a feel-good read filled with 
heartfelt moments that kept me turning the pages. The 
characters feel real in their struggles, blushing embarrassments, 
and genuine smiles. I highly encourage you pick this one up 
and jump into their story. – Constance 
Farrar Strauss Giroux Books for Young Readers $17.99

June Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Magic For Liars  
by Sarah Gailey 
 “The author of the wonderful 
“hippo wrangler” stories is back 
with their first novel, full of 
mystery with magic!” – Linda 

Young Adult
Sorcery of Thorns  
by Margaret Rogerson 
“Skillful prose and compelling 
storytelling make this a Young Adult 
book you don’t want to miss!” – 
Kelly 

James S. Murray
The Brink

Thursday, June 20, 1:00 PM

Maya Motayne
Nocturna

In conversation with Tomi Adeyemi

Ticketed Event
Thursday, June 20, 7:00 PM

Joseph Reid
False Horizon

Saturday, June 22, 2:00 PM

Kathy Krevat
The Trouble with Talent

Saturday, June 22, 4:00 PM

Clarion Instructor  
Carmen Maria Machado
Her Body & Other Parties

Wednesday, June 26, 7:00 PM

Book Discussion Group
Magpie Murders

Thursday, June 27, 7:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Somewhere Only We Know

Friday, June 28, 7:00 PM

C.B. Lee 
Not Your Backup

Sam Ledel
Daughter of No One

 
In conversation with Jenn Polish and 
Amy Spalding

Saturday, June 29, 2:00 PM

M. G. Wheaton
Emily Eternal

Sunday, June 30, 2:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Southern Sass and Killer Cravings 
by Kate Young 
“To save her sister and the diner, 
Marygene must find the real killer. With 
some startling assistance from her 
Mama’s spirit, Marygene will be serving 
up a special order of just desserts..”

Mystery
Confessions of an Innocent 
Man  by David Dow
I predict that Dow will be the next 
Andrew Vachss, championing 
those without a voice and 
shedding light on the realities our 
justice system. – Terry


