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Gini Koch
Signs Alexander Outland: Space Pirate 
Thursday, June 8, 7:00 PM

From Wired’s review: “Most Science Fiction fans love a 
space pilot scoundrel. From Han Solo to Malcolm Reynolds, 
there’s just something about a captain of a ship always on the 
lookout for the next meal ticket that makes us want to root for 
him. These guys are ultra-protective of their crew, always 
worried about keeping their ship running, and tend to walk a 
blurred line when it comes to the definition of employment. 
They are rogues who always seem to know when it’s time to 
do the right thing. Usually. For those of you who prefer your 
heroes with a bit of tarnish, may I recommend the latest book 
by G. J. Koch, Alexander Outland: Space Pirate.” 

Cara Black
Signs Murder in Saint Germain
Friday, June 9, 6:00 PM

In her 17th outing, Parisian PI Aimée 
Leduc prefers to focus her workdays on 
computer security issues [1999 
technology level issues], endeavoring to 
have a safe environment for her role as 
mother to her 8-month-old daughter, 
Chloé. Repaying a favor owed to 
counterterrorism operative Suzanne Lesage soon has Aimée 
seeking answers in the high end 6th arrondissement in Cara 
Black’s Murder in Saint-Germain, while working her case for 
Leduc Detective agency, and dealing with Chloé’s father.  

Marc Elsberg
Signs Blackout 
Friday, June 9, 7:30 PM

Perhaps the most chilling “praise” for Blackout, the 
international bestselling 21st-century high-concept disaster 
thriller by Marc Elsberg, is the number of reviews and 
mentions that pair it with non-fiction companions speculating 
on the same subject: a concerted terrorist attack on the 
electrical grids that sustain modern society. Across Europe, 
controllers watch in disbelief as electricity grids collapse. 
Plunged into darkness, people are freezing. Food and water 
supplies dry up. The death toll soars. Former hacker and 
activist Piero Manzano becomes a prime suspect. But he is 
also the only man capable of finding the real attackers. Can 
he bring down a major terrorist network before it’s too late?

Gwendolyn Womack
Signs The Fortune Teller
Saturday, June 10, 2:00 PM

Gwendolyn Womack’s debut cross-genre novel, The Memory 
Painter, was an Indie Next Pick, a Fantastic Firsts Terry Pick, 
and an RWA PRISM award winner in the Time Travel/
Steampunk category and a finalist for Best First Novel. In 
romantic thriller The Fortune Teller, manuscripts appraiser 
Semele Cavnow races across Europe as she tries to unravel 
the mystery of the world’s first tarot cards, and questions of 
whether an ancient memoir is also a prophecy, and whether or 
not foreseeing the future is possible. Gwen’s research led her 
down rabbit holes exploring The Tarot, Science, Antiquities 
(including books and cards), and historical lives from the 
ancient Greeks to survivors of World War II.

Hallie Ephron and James Ziskin
Authors of You’ll Never Know Dear and 
Cast the First Stone, respectively
In conversation with Matt Coyle
Monday, June 12, 7:30 PM

We would urge you to resist any pediophobia issues suggested 
by the cover of Hallie Ephron’s You’ll Never Know Dear in order 
to experience the suspenseful multi-generational story within. 
New York Times best-selling and award-winning author Hallie’s 
latest suspense novel tells of a little girl’s disappearance and the 
porcelain doll that may hold the key to her fate. Kirkus noted: 
“Would have been a great vehicle for Bette Davis and Joan 
Crawford, including all the slightly creepy dolls.”

James Ziskin is the author of the Edgar®, Anthony, Barry, and 
Lefty Award-Nominated Ellie Stone Mysteries, including 2017 
Anthony award nominee Heart of Stone. His latest quasi-noir 
mystery featuring the 1960’s California reporter is Cast the 
First Stone. (See fellow Anthony nominee and bookseller 
Sarah’s review on Page 2.) 

 San Diego’s own Matt Coyle (Dark Fissures) will guest host 
and guide the Sizzling Summer Sleuthing conversation. 

Joseph Finder
Signs The Switch
Friday, June 16, 7:30 PM

The Switch of the title occurs when 
Michael Tanner, a Boston specialty 
coffee company owner, mistakenly picks 
up the laptop belonging to U.S. Senator 
Susan Robbins going through LAX 
security. Joseph Finder is the award-
winning and New York Times bestselling 
author of 13 suspense novels, three 
featuring “private spy” Nick Heller. Joe’s 
novels High Crimes and Paranoia have 
been adapted as major motion pictures. 

Tickets to the signing line are given only with the 
purchase of The Switch from Mysterious Galaxy – contact 
the store to reserve a copy; books will be available on 
Tuesday, June 13. 

Steven Boyett and Ken Mitchroney
Sign Fata Morgana
Saturday, June 17, 2:00 PM

“Ambitious, genre-busting, and grippingly believable, Fata 
Morgana is a beautifully crafted thrill ride that is part World 
War II adventure, part mind-bending science fiction, and part 
love story that is literally timeless,” is the publisher’s blurb 
for the novel by Steven Boyett and Ken Mitchroney. Steven 
and Ken are putting together a very entertaining performance 
piece of some of the Fata Morgana cockpit conversations 
that take place in the book to act out live at their 
events. Steven is an author of novels, short stories, 
screenplays, and comic books — including scripting Ren & 
Stimpy comics. Ken’s film and television credits include 
director, head of story, director of photography, and 
storyboard artist on The Lego Movie, Toy Story 2, Mighty 
Magiswords, and more. His comic illustration includes Ren & 
Stimpy, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Myth Conceptions, and 
creating Space Ark. 

Cindy Pon
Launch Party for Want
Saturday, June 17, 4:30 PM

From Cindy Pon’s Upstream in our 
Universe page: “I love all the books that 
I write, but Want is especially dear as it 
features my birth city, Taipei. It was 
important to me to capture the vibrancy 
of Taipei — the colors, the sights, the 
sounds and smells — for the reader. I 
feel so fortunate that the amazingly talented Jason Chan, who 
did the cover art for Want, agreed to do a commission of my 
hero and heroine. All pre-order copies of Want will be 
personalized to your preference and signed, and include a 
postcard of Jason Chan’s art plus a brush art card of my own 
peach blossoms.” (See Maryelizabeth’s review of Want on 
Page 2.) 

Michael Johnston
Signs Soleri
With guest host Melissa de la Cruz
Sunday, June 18, 2:00 PM

Michael Johnston, who co-authored the frozen, post-
apocalyptic multi-world fantasy Heart of Dread series with 
Melissa de la Cruz, presents his debut solo novel, Soleri. In his 
SFFWorld interview, Michael describes his inspiration: 
“Soleri is a big mix of the real and the unreal, the believable 
and the impossible. I’m trained as an architect and there is a lot 
of real architectural history in Soleri. For me, the challenge was 
to take all that real-world knowledge and blend it with a 
fantasy narrative.”

Please note: in keeping with the focus of the event, Melissa 
will be exclusively available to sign copies of the Heart of 
Dread series, not the rest of her extensive body of work.

01Publishing Presentation
Creating and Developing a Sense of “Horror” in  
Graphic Storytelling
Friday, June 23, 7:00 PM

Join veteran writer and artist, J. Ishiro Finney, and 
01Publishing’s editor-in-chief, Kat Rocha for an evening of 
graphic storytelling. Explore techniques and methods 
for conveying mood, tone, and an overall sense of 
“horror” when writing for graphic novels and comics.

Better Hero Army
Launch Party for Plagued: The Battle Creek Zombie 
Rectification Experiment 
Saturday, June 24. 2:00 PM

In the fourth volume of the Plagued 
States of America series by local author 
Better Hero Army, zombie research 
scientist Doctor Wendy O’Farrell finally 
gets her chance at revenge for the 
murder of the man she loved. Now that 
Larissa Jefferson, the poster-child of 
successful zombie curative research, has 
been safely rescued from the Quarantine Zone, the country is 
poised to take back the Plagued States and once again make 
America great. But not everyone wants to put an end to the 
plague, it seems, and when Doctor O’Farrell is abducted by 
fanatics who live deep within the Quarantine Zone, she must 
struggle to protect the recently cured daughter of the Senator 
while being forced to deliver a curative to the infected friends 
and family of her mad captors.

Kiersten White
Launch Party for Now I Rise
Tuesday, June 27, 7:00 PM

Party in the Galaxy like it’s the mid-15th 
Century in an alternate timeline where 
Ladislav “Lada” Dragwyla – AKA Lada 
Dracul – and her brother, Radu, continue 
their personal and political conflicts in 
Now I Rise, the sequel to And I Darken. 
Kiersten White’s first volume was a staff 
pick for both Kelly and Constance, who 
described it as “a novel rich in setting and thoughtful in 
narrative,” and “with a heroine who is refreshingly atypical 
and claws her way into your heart.” Readers who preorder 
Now I Rise will receive an exclusive print of Lada.

Clarion Instructors Dan Chabon and Lynda Barry
Discussing Ill Will and One! Hundred! Demons!
Wednesday, June 28, 7:30 PM

Established in 1968, the Clarion Writers’ Workshop is the 
oldest workshop of its kind and is widely recognized as a 
premier proving and training ground for aspiring writers of 
fantasy and science fiction. As we do each summer, we will 
be hosting many of the visiting instructors at MGSD. Our 
2017 series kicks off with Instructor Dan Chabon, discussing 
Ill Will, his novel examining how murder shaped the life of 
psychologist Dustin Tillman, and Instructor Lynda Barry, 
discussing, her “autobifictionalography” (One! Hundred! 
Demons!), which is loosely inspired by a Zen painting 
exercise.

Spencer Quinn
Signs The Right Side
Thursday, June 29, 7:30 PM

The Right Side, the new suspense novel by Spencer Quinn, 
author of the Chet and Bernie adult mysteries, and the 
Bowser and Birdie books for young adults, focuses on a 
deeply damaged female soldier home from the war in 
Afghanistan. Duty, war, damage external and internal, trust, 
love; they are all important in The Right Side. There’s also the 
smell of Afghanistan in a stateside closet, a secret affair, a 
missing child – and a dog. Not a narrating dog, but 
nonetheless the dog has a powerful personality, and a deeply 
mysterious soul. 

Don Winslow
Signs The Force
Friday, June 30, 7:30 PM

The Force continues Don Winslow’s 
caustic examination of the grey area 
between criminals and law enforcement 
agencies in his Cartel series, but shifts 
away from the Southern California / 
Mexico border to the New York City 
police department. Sgt. Denny Malone 
of the Manhattan North Special Task Force is forced to 
choose between his family, his partners and his life. Don 
spent years doing intense first-person research for the book, 
returning to the streets he used to work as a private 
investigator to infiltrate the NYPD culture. The Force is also 
set to come to the silver screen, with director James Mangold 
(Logan) at the helm.

Looking Ahead into July and the rest of the summer: 
We have run out of space to give you the total list of events 
coming your way ... visiting authors can always be found on 
our website as soon as they are confirmed.
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Speculative Fiction
The Space Between the Stars by Anne Corlett

Debut novelist Corlett makes the most of the correlations 
between physical distances and emotional distances in her 
tale of the choices made by the tiny tiny remnants of the 
human species (0.001 percent survival rate) following an 
interplanetary plague. While Jamie Allenby sought a job on a 
sparsely-populated frontier planet to create space to recover 
from a difficult romantic relationship and miscarriage, she is 
still pleased to discover she is not the sole survivor on her 
planet. Compelled by a promise to her ex, Jamie embarks on 
a journey back to Earth, discovering truths both about herself 
and about the origins of the plague in the process. A 
thoughtful examination about the dangers of getting what one 
wishes for. – Maryelizabeth
Berkley, $26.00.

Star Wars: Thrawn by Timothy Zahn
In the years preceding the Battle of 

Yavin, the Empire was at the height of its 
power. Imperial officers scramble for 
power through cunning and manipulation. 
It’s amidst this turmoil that we meet 
Thrawn, a Chiss warrior from the 
Unknown Regions of space. Exiled from 
his militaristic homeworld for radical 
thinking, he turns out to be a powerful 
tool for the Emperor. With the help of his 
translator, Eli Vanto, and the up-and-
coming Arihnda Pryce, Thrawn quickly moves up the political 
ladder, securing his place as one of the most powerful people 
in the galaxy. 

As a fan of Timothy Zahn’s original Thrawn trilogy, and the 
animated series Star Wars: Rebels, this book does an incredible 
job of showing the Chiss warrior’s brilliance and ruthlessness. 
Despite being a Rebel at heart, this book had me rooting for 
the rise of an Imperial Officer and cheering as he coolly 
dispatched any opposition. – Gary
Del Rey, $28.99.

Rejected Princesses: Tales of History’s Boldest 
Heroines, Hellions & Heretics by Jason Porath

Learn about the women rebels, pioneers, revolutionizers, 
and warriors throughout history in this fully illustrated 
collection. Rejected Princesses not only brings to life 100 of 
history’s fiercest and most overlooked women, but each story 
runs just a few digestible pages and is accompanied by a full 
illustration, art notes, and maturity/violence meters. A book 
that’s perfect for anyone anytime. – Kelly
Dey Street, $26.99.

Mystery and Suspense
Cast the First Stone by James W. Ziskin

This is the fifth in the Ellie Stone mystery series and I know 
I say this every time, but I think it’s my favorite. Perhaps it’s 
the nostalgic 1960s Hollywood setting or maybe it’s the skill in 
which Ziskin addresses homophobia and racism during that 
era. Ellie is assigned to write a story about Tony Eberle, a New 
Holland native, who lands a starring role in a Hollywood 
movie. The only problem is when she arrives on the Paramount 
lot, he’s missing. Ellie is determined to follow through with 
her story and vows to locate Tony Eberle despite the film’s 
producer turning up dead and a shrewd studio executive always 
staying one step ahead of her. The investigation takes Ellie into a 
more sinister Hollywood and she quickly realizes she’s out of 
her depth. Perhaps what I appreciate most is the realistic way in 
which Ellie, a modern young woman for her time, acknowledges 
her conflicting feelings about homosexuality and alternative 
lifestyles. Another standout from Ziskin. – Sarah
Seventh Street Books trade paper original, $15.95.

She Rides Shotgun by Jordan Harper
Eleven-year-old Polly McClusky thinks of herself as being 

from Venus – calm on the surface, but with uncharted swirling, 
screaming depths. She has positive, if vague, memories of 
Nate, her father. A professional criminal thanks to his brother, 

Nate has spent most of Polly’s youth behind bars. Nate is 
released, but with a target on his back, thanks to a fatal 
encounter with a member of a white supremacist gang. The 
target extends to his ex-wife and Polly. While the chase is on 
from the moment Nate picks up Polly and her stuffed bear on 
the steps of her middle school, their relationship also grows 
and develops apace thanks to Harper’s deft storytelling. – 
Maryelizabeth
Ecco Press, $26.99.

Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz
I could not be more charmed by this mystery within a 

mystery by a master in this genre – Horowitz. From the start, 
you know you are in for a treat and a mystery far beyond the 
latest installment from fictional English sensation Alan 
Conway. When Editor Susan Ryeland sits down to edit Alan’s 
new Atticus Pünd mystery, we are right there with her, reading 
along. And by the end of manuscript for this delightful/playful/
somewhat satirical romp through the English countryside, we 
are intrigued. It will be no surprise to any mystery reader that 
the manuscript is incomplete, the author is dead, and our 
illustrious editor turns into an amateur sleuth, but the 
enchantment continues as we learn more about all of the 
characters (suspects) known by Alan Conway. Magpie 
Murders is fun, creative, and simply a great read. – Terry 
Harper, $27.99.

He Said / She Said by Erin Kelly
As North America prepares for a total eclipse of the sun in 

August, Erin Kelly examines how slippery the concept of truth 
can be among overlapping narratives with he said / she said, 
which asks the reader, “#WhoDoYouBelieve ?” Kit McCall is 
a passionate eclipse chaser, traveling the world to be in the 
ideal viewing location. In 1999, he and his girlfriend, Laura, 
witness the fairly immediate aftermath of a sexual assault, and 
testify on behalf of the victim, Beth, against the privileged 
aggressor, Jamie. In the ensuing years, they develop a 
relationship with Beth, but when concerning incidents begin, 
they go undercover. In 2015, a pregnant Laura remains at 
home while Kit treks out of the country to view another 
eclipse, but their past returns in a violent and destructive 
fashion. While the stories are wildly divergent, this had a 
similar ambiance to Sarah Pinborough’s Behind Her Eyes. – 
Maryelizabeth 
Minotaur, $25.99.

Rob’s Featured Nightmare:
Mapping the Interior by Stephen Graham Jones

Junior is his father’s son, and that’s a 
tragedy, in this terrifying and heart-
wrenching story, which serves as a dark 
mirror to Native American culture, and 
the living-dead casualties of reservation 
life. After the death of his father, 12-year-
old Junior helps his mother raise his 
mentally disabled brother, and struggles 
to be a man as only a child can. In fugue 
states, he is visited by the ghost of his 
father, a fancy dancer adorned with 
feathers and a porcupine quill bustle. But heritage can be a 
prison as well a skin, and a terrible resurrection isn’t far 
behind. The living feed the dead by repeating their sins. A 
legacy of addiction gives birth to a monster. As Junior becomes 
the suspect of unnatural crimes, he will have to choose whose 
skin he’s willing to walk in. This brilliant story cut deep and 
made me shed some tears. – Rob
Tor.com trade paper original, $10.99.

Y-Factor
Roar by Cora Carmack

I picked up Roar because I’d been craving a good romance. 
The story I read though was the most amazing surprise. I fell in 
love with a princess who, while running away from an 
arranged marriage, begins her journey of taking back her 
kingdom through understanding an illegal magic that can only 
be found in black markets. 

The magic in this book is a beautifully-crafted thing 

revolving around sentient storms that destroy anyone they 
touch. They are a wild magic shrouded in mystery whose 
origins are unknown, but as our princess begins to understand 
them, she finds secrets long lost that just might be the key to 
saving herself and her home. Roar is a dangerously well-done 
world filled with a great cast of characters whose dynamic 
relationships draw you in and leave you wanting more. The 
first thing I thought when I finished this book was, “When is 
the next one coming out!?” – Constance
Tor Teen, $17.99.

Want by Cindy Pon
Cindy Pon takes readers to a future Taiwan with stark 

divisions between the you – the privileged few who have all 
the necessary resources and more, who can not only survive, 
but also thrive and indulge, and the mei – the marginalized 
underprivileged masses who struggle to breathe and eat in a 
contaminated environment. Jason Zhou and his friends intend 
for him to form a relationship with Daiyu, heiress to the Jin 
Corporation, which manufactures the environmental suits that 
the elite wear to protect themselves from their damaged 
environment, in order to infiltrate the company. When he 
develops feelings for Daiyu, will he betray his cause, his 
friends, and the memory of his mother? Great dystopian class 
warfare drama. – Maryelizabeth
Simon Pulse, $18.99.

Flame in the Mist by Renee Ahdieh
“Death follows indecision, like a twisted shadow. Fall 

forward. Keep moving. Even if you must pick yourself up 
first.” Flame in the Mist is a stunning and intriguing mashup of 
Mulan and 47 Ronin. The story follows a young woman named 
Mariko as she struggles to find her place in society, often 
undermined by many of the male influences in her life. After 
narrowly escaping an ambush, she decides to create an alter 
ego, to join the clan that was sent to kill her. Mariko discovers 
secrets about herself, her family, and her world as she 
experiences a whole new aspect of life. She’s strong, 
independent, and a relatable character that captivates readers 
from the very first page. – Kaitlyn
G.P. Putnam’s Son’s Books for Young Readers, $17.99.

Glitter by Aprilynne Pike
Raised in corsets and stays, with robots to do everything 

from cleaning to dressing her, Danica lives in a computer 
monitored bubble that emulates a court Marie Antoinette 
herself would have been proud of. Her mother has turned her 
into a project of social perfection with the singular goal of 
marrying the king. With her dreams of being a programmer 
ruined, Danica finds herself swept away in laughter, parties, 
and politics where behind every smile is a hidden agenda and 
no kind word is said without calculated measure. 

Glitter was an unexpected find for me that I picked up for a 
fun read but found to be full of very real characters and an 
engaging plot that pulled me in and didn’t let go. You see the 
main character grow and question herself, learning hard lessons 
along the way and paying the price for her mistakes. This is a 
great read with a perfect balance of ball gowns, deadly secrets, 
the black market, and a dash of romance. – Constance
Random House Books for Young Readers, $17.99.

Kelly’s Kids Pick:
Holly Farb and the Princess of the Galaxy  
by Gareth Wronski

DEAR FELLOW HUMANS: Do you 
like robots? Do you like adventures 
space? Do you like to laugh? Then this 
book is for you! Robot OS-78 narrates 
the story of an ordinary girl named Holly 
Farb who gets swept away in galactic 
adventure when a group of aliens 
mistake her for the Princess of the 
Galaxy. Featuring space pirates, bounty 
hunters, holograms, not to mention laugh 
out loud interjections from Robot OS-78 throughout! I had so 
much fun reading this book! – Kelly
Simon and Schuster, $16.99.
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