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Clarion Instructor Karen Lord
Unraveling

Wednesday, July 3, 7:00 PM

Justin Dean
Awesome Dog 5000

Cindy Lin
The Twelve

Saturday, July 6, 12:00 PM

J.S. Breukelaar
Collision

Keith McCleary
Circus + The Skin

Gabriel Hart
Virgins in Reverse & the Intrusion

Moderated by Lizz Huerta

Saturday, July 6, 2:00 PM

HelenKay Dimon
Her Other Secret

In Conversation with Alisha Rai

Monday, July 8, 7:00 PM

Kali Wallace
Salvation Day

Tuesday, July 9, 7:00 PM

Clarion Instructor  
Maurice Broaddus
Buffalo Soldier

Wednesday, July 10, 7:00 PM

Robert Beatty
Serafina and the Seven Stars

Thursday, July 11, 7:00 PM

Jeffrey Seay
The Istanbul Agent

David Martlett
American Red

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

Saturday, July 13, 3:00 PM

Kimi Eisele
The Lightest Object in the Universe

 
Sunday, July 14, 2:00 PM
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Science Fiction & Fantasy
The Redemption of Time: A Three-Body Problem 
Novel by Cixin Liu

Cixin Liu’s Three Body Problem trilogy 
concluded with Death’s End, but the story 
continues with this authorized spiritual 
successor. Redemption of Time author 
Baoshu seamlessly wraps up loose ends from 
Death’s End, but also adds his own creative 
spin to Liu’s universe, which is just as 
exciting and fresh as the original trilogy. Fans 
of the Three Body Problem trilogy should not 

miss this one! – Jared 
Tor Books, $26.00

Wanderers by Chuck Wendig
The first thought that occurs when looking 
upon Chuck Wendig’s Wanderers is, “This 
is a beefy book.” After recovering from the 
shock and cracking the spine, the next 
string of thoughts should be about how 
easy of a read it is while still involving 
some heavy themes. The suspense of 
Stephen King’s The Stand, the science 
fiction of Isaac Asimov’s I, Robot, and the 
paranoia of today’s misinformed-American 
masses culminate into this tome of Mr. 

Wendig’s. Though I knew when entering the story that it was 
pure fiction, it was still hard at times to not think, “This really 
could be happening now, right-right now, in my lifetime.” 
There’s only so much I can say before I accidentally spoil this 
book, but what I can definitely say is that this is an ambitious 
book and one of Mr. Wendig’s best. – Nicholas 
Del Rey Books, $28.99

Gods of Jade and Shadow by Silvia Morena-Garcia
It’s 1928, and the Jazz Age is in full swing - for everyone except 
Casiopea Tun. Since her father died and she and her mother 
were forced to move back to her grandfather’s estate in a small 
Yucatán village, she has been worked to the bone. All her 
daydreams and secret wishes seemed doomed to fade to 
nothing, until the day she accidentally 
releases Hun-Kamé, a Mayan god of 
death, deposed Lord of Xibalba, from a 
prison he’d been placed in by his 
treacherous brother. She is swept away 
on a journey to help return Hun-Kamé to 
his throne, out into a world she has never 
experienced. She encounters demons, 
spirits, and a mythic magic that threatens 
to overturn the world. Gods of Jade and 
Shadow weaves its own kind of magic 
with word and symbol, pulling you headlong into the dangers of 
Casiopea’s journey. Savage and beautiful in turns, this coming-
of-age tale will captivate you from the very first page. – Kylie
Del Rey Books, $26.00

The Rage of Dragons by Evan Winter
As an avid fan of fantasy, I’m always 
eager to find a new epic world to sink my 
teeth into. The Rage of Dragons is one 
such a world; a civilization trapped in an 
unending cycle of warfare. It’s gritty, 
brutal, and dangerous. While soldiers are 
sent to fight a war along the border, class 
tensions cause a whole other slew of 
problems at home. Within this world, 
we’re introduced to Tau, a common boy 
who wants to be a swordsman. When 
tragedy strikes, Tau sets out on a mission for vengeance, and 
he’ll stop at nothing to prove that even a Lesser can prove more 
fearsome and formidable than any Noble. – Gary 
Orbit, $26.00

This Is How You Lose the Time War by Amal El-
Mohtar and Max Gladstone
There is a war going on, eternal and meticulous, between two 
factions that can move through time and space. Across many 
strands and possibilities. Their agents alter histories through the 
smallest of gestures: a nudge here, a whispered suggestion 
there. In this war, agents act alone, and there’s no fraternizing 
with the other side. When Red stands amidst a victory on a war-
torn world, she finds a letter from the enemy. It’s coy, taunting, 

playful. Blue believes she’s gotten the 
upper hand, and in another strand at 
another time, she’s about to make her move 
when she gets a reply. This is a beautiful 
tale across time and space, intimate and 
poetic in the best of ways. – Gary 
Saga Press, $19.99 

Mystery & Suspense
One Little Secret by Cate Holahan

This book is filled with secrets: secret 
interactions, secret affairs, and a secret so 
important that it ends a life. Three couples 
decide to vacation together in the 
Hamptons in an all-glass house that, 
presumably, is the perfect way to relax. 
But each person has something they are 
willing to protect at the cost of a life, not 
necessarily their own. As each secret 
comes to light, the pieces of the puzzle 
start to fall into place. Cate Holahan’s 

intricate plot keeps you guessing, dropping a trail of hints that 
leads to the final, shocking pages of the book. If you’re looking 
for a thrilling murder mystery you won’t want to put down until 
the crime is solved, look no further. I loved this book. It keeps 
you captivated with its twists and turns until the very last, very 
unexpected secret comes to light. – Guest Reviewer Brooke 
Owens
Crooked Lane Books, $26.99

The Scholar by Dervla McTiernan
The Scholar by Dervla McTiernan is a terrific mystery—a 
police procedural that balances two cases and the personal lives 
of the police investigating them into several strands of 
connected plot. Set in Ireland, the book follows several officers, 
but particularly Cormac Reilly, who is a compelling character 
with a complicated relationship with his 
girlfriend, made worse when she discovers 
the body of a young woman and may 
know more than she is telling. These 
personal entanglements make the case a 
tough one for Cormac and puts his career 
in jeopardy, which was already having 
trouble with a difficult boss and gets worse 
thanks to a conniving junior officer. I 
found the book realistic and intriguing and 
even if I had a glimmer about part of the 
case early on, there were enough twists to keep me guessing on 
most of it and I didn’t want to put it down until I reached the 
end. Definitely worth a read for anyone who likes traditional 
mysteries or police procedurals. – Guest Reviewer Kim Keeline
Penguin Books, $16.00

Salvation Day by Kali Wallace
Kali’s first adult thriller bears blurbs from James Rollins, Mur 
Lafferty, and Kameron Hurley, helping to define it as a near-
future frightfest with social commentary. Jaswinder “Jas” 
Bhattacharya, the sole survivor of space exploration vehicle 
House of Wisdom, abandoned for a decade after the release of a 
fatal virus, is aboard a routine shuttle flight 
with students and future members of the 
United Councils of Earth when they are 
taken hostage by Zahra and her team, part 
of an isolated family / cult. Centuries after 
the near complete annihilation
 of humanity, the Earth’s residents either 
are governed by the United Councils, or 
scrabble out a difficult living in the 
borderlands. Adam, the charismatic leader 
whose disciples include Zahra and her 
siblings, plans to bring his group to House of Wisdom – but 
they need Jas’s genetic ID to reactivate the ship. Even before 
everyone’s aboard the orbiting house of horrors, though, terrible 
decisions come to light, and the body count mounts. A shivery 
scary spookshow that perhaps even Ellen Ripley might not 
survive. – Maryelizabeth
Berkley, $26.00.

Temper by Layne Fargo
Where does the line between reality and acting begin and end? 
Temper by Layne Fargo straddles this fine line in an addicting 
psychological suspense novel with characters clashing over 
power struggles, manipulations, and rage. Actor Kira Rascher 
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gets a role that can make her career with 
legendary actor and director Malcolm Mercer, 
known for his flawless performances on stage 
as well as his mind games. Kira thinks she’ll 
be able to handle him, but soon, Malcolm’s 
demanding rehearsal regiment takes its toll on 
Kira’s sanity. Joanna Cuyler, Malcolm’s 
theater co-founder, is well-acquainted with 
Malcolm’s brutal treatment of actors but her 
own secrets and history with him keep her in the shadows. It 
isn’t until Malcolm pushes both women past their limits, that he 
sees what they’re truly capable of. Dark, twisty, and seductive, 
Temper is Black Swan or Perfect Blue on stage, told between 
two compelling protagonists, and I loved it. – Jackie
Scout Press, $27.00

Romance 
The Rogue of Fifth Avenue by Joanna Shupe

Joanna Shupe’s new historical romance 
gives you banter, plunging décolletages, 
and gambling halls. Our protagonist, 
though born to privilege, has seen the 
struggles of the poor and has been acting 
as a Robin Hood figure to families that are 
down on their luck in a system that works 
against them. But her robbing the rich is 
interrupted by her father’s devilishly 
handsome lawyer who knows all too well 
what it’s like to come from an 

impoverished and broken home. The tension and attraction 
between these two is quite enjoyable and watching them 
surprise, challenge, and better one another is a fun ride. For 
those who love a historical setting with more modern feeling 
characters this is a great read. – Constance
 Avon, $7.99 

Young Adult & Kids
The Storm Crow by Kalyn Josephson

The Storm Crow’s prologue captured me 
and once hooked I couldn’t put this book 
down. The magic system Kalyn Josephson 
has created is a unique treat and the 
relationship she crafts between the crows, 
humans, and kingdom’s infrastructure is 
fascinating. I wish I could walk through 
the streets of Rhodaire and feel the wind 
from the beating of black wings whip 
through my hair. She shows the effects of 
war on a large scale as well as a personal 

one and her treatment of a character with depression was 
something I truly appreciated. The strong female friendships 
were another great element and I loved how they showed that 
even though we can feel alone and lost, a good friend is always 
there to help you get up day after day and learn how to fight 
again. From destroyed kingdoms to infiltrating enemy lines this 
is an adventure that will leave you wanting to soar through the 
sky with the sun dancing across your skin and a battle cry on 
your lips. – Constance 
Sourcebooks, $17.99

Spin the Dawn by Elizabeth Lim
Maia Tamarin has only one dream - to become the Imperial 
Tailor. She is skilled enough, and determined enough, but only 
men can be chosen. So instead she spends her days making sure 

that her father’s shop stays afloat, even after 
her brothers leave to fight in the Emperor’s 
war. When the war is over and a summons for 
a tailor comes from the Imperial Palace, Maia 
must answer the call, disguised as her brother, 
to save her family. Maia must navigate the 
pitfalls of palace politics, all while discovering 
the magic she holds within and coming under 
the watchful eye of the Emperor’s mysterious Lord Enchanter. 
When she is given an impossible task, one that will make or 
break the fragile, newfound peace of her country, will she find 
the strength she needs to see it through? Will she let love and 
duty guide her to the end? Or will she lose the people and the 
work she has grown to love? Enchanting and heart-breaking in 
turns, Spin the Dawn is the beginning of a fantasy tale that will 
leave you breathless and sweep you up into a magical world, 
with an inspiring heroine that you’re sure to root for! – Kylie 
Knopf Books for Young Readers, $18.99

The Merciful Crow by Margaret Owen
“Look after your own.”
Equal parts beauty and grit, The Merciful 
Crow is a novel that kept me up through 
the night. In the first book of what is 
planned on being a duology, Margaret 
Owens fills her story with beautiful words, 
witty characters, and situations that many 
can connect to. The world Owens created 
is divided into a caste system named after 
birds which, like many in the real world, 
has an upper and lower caste, and the 

Crows are the lowest of them all. Owens sends the readers on a 
journey with Fie, a Crow Chief-in-training willing to do 
whatever it takes to protect her family, Jasimir, a Phoenix 
prince trying to outwit his step-mother, and Tavin, a Hawk 
bodyguard who is learning what it means to want something for 
himself. Along the way, Jasimir and Tavin learn what it means 
to be a Crow and all the discrimination that comes with not 
being one of the “splendid castes.” Even though they face 
discrimination and are hunted down, they are still able to find 
joy in life and survive. Fie hopes that with the prince’s help the 
Crows will be able to not only survive, but thrive. – Victoria
Henry Holt and Co, $18.99.

Wild and Crooked by Leah Thomas
Leah has written an engaging and 
thoughtful exploration of finding oneself 
and making one’s own choices about one’s 
place in life. When Kaylen-Rose Spence 
and her mother move back to the small 
Kentucky town her mother resided in 
through high school to care for Kaylen’s 
aging grandmother, Kaylen begins her 
time at the local high school under a 
permutation of her given name. The 
Spences are notorious in town due to her 

father’s conviction of murder of a fellow high school student. 
The last person “Rose” would be likely to befriend is Gus, son 
of the murdered man. Kaylen-Rose, Gus, Gus’s best friend Phil, 
and their friends and family, including the specter of Gus’s dad 
and Kaylen’s imprisoned father, strive to be the authors of their 
own stories, regardless of family or societal-imposed 
limitations and expectations. – Maryelizabeth
Bloomsbury, $18.99. 

July Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new 
books each month. As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at 

a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Rage of Dragons  
by Evan Winter
“I’m always eager to find a new 
epic world to sink my teeth into. 
The Rage of Dragons is one 
such a world; a civilization 
trapped in an unending cycle of 
warfare. It’s gritty, brutal, and 
dangerous.” – Gary  

Young Adult
The Storm Crow  
by Kalyn Josephson 
“From destroyed kingdoms to 
infiltrating enemy lines this is an 
adventure that will leave you wanting 
to soar through the sky with the sun 
dancing across your skin and a battle 
cry on your lips.” – Constance 

Cody Goodfellow
Scum of the Earth

Philip Fracassi
Behold the Void

Andrew J. Stone
The Mortuary Monster

Sunday, July 14, 4:00 PM

Sherrilyn Kenyon with Special 
Guests
Stygian

Monday, July 15, 7:00 PM

Clarion Instructor Andy Duncan
An Agent of Utopia

Tuesday, July 16, 7:00 PM

Chuck Wendig
Wanderers

Adam Christopher
Stranger Things: Darkness on the Edge 
of Town

Ticketed Event
Monday, July 22, 7:00 PM

Clarion Instructors  
Ann & Jeff VanderMeer 
The Big Book of Classic Fantasy

 
Wednesday, July 24, 7:00 PM

Aminah Mae Safi
Tell Me How You Really Feel

Bridget Morrissey
When the Light Went out

Emily Wibberley and Austin 
Siegemund-Broka
If I’m Being Honest

Moderated by Stacee Evans

Saturday, July 27, 2:00 PM

Clare Di Liscia
Neliem

In conversation with Marissa Kennerson
Sunday, July 28, 12:00 PM

Carl Vonderau
Murderabilia

Sunday, July 28, 2:00 PM

Pierce Brown
Dark Age 

Ticketed Event 
Tuesday, July 30, 7:00 PM

Patrick Coleman
The Churchgoer

Wednesday, July 31, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Left Fur Dead by J.M Griffin
“On Fur Bridge Farm, Jules cares 
for rescued rabbits. But when a 
killer strikes, she’ll need a rabbit 
to rescue her…”

Mystery
Conviction by Denise Mina 
 “A dark star of a novel, 
blazingly intense, up-to-the-
minute fresh, and exciting as all 
hell. Yet again, I’m astounded.” 
– A.J. Finn, author of The 
Woman in the Window


