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Clarion Instructor Holly Black
The Cruel Prince

Tuesday, July 3, 7:00 PM 

Independence Day
Closed, but Libro.fm audio and Kobo 
ebooks are always available at 
mystgalaxy.com

Wednesday, July 4  

Paul Tremblay
The Cabin at the End of the World

Thursday, July 5, 7:00 PM 

Jim Pascoe & Heidi Arnhold
Cottons: The Secret of the Wind

Friday, July 6, 7:30 PM 

Rob Boffard
Outer Earth

Saturday, July 7, 2:00 PM 

Sarah Kuhn
Heroine’s Journey

Sunday, July 8, 2:00 PM 

Kiersten White
Bright We Burn

Launch Party! 
Tuesday, July 10, 7:00 PM 

Clarion Instructor Mat Johnson
Incognegro: A Graphic Mystery 

Wednesday, July 11, 7:00 PM 

Raymond Villareal
A People’s History of the Vampire 
Uprising

Thursday, July 12, 7:00 PM

Joe Lansdale & Kasey Lansdale
Terror is Our Business

Friday, July 13, 7:30 PM 

Sisters in Crime San Diego 
Presents

Daryl Wood Gerber
A Soufflé of Suspicion

Saturday, July 14, 2:00 PM 

Closed for Comic-Con (CCI) Prep
To prepare for Comic-Con we will be closed on 
Monday, July 16th. If you’re attending CCI, please 
stop by to say “hi”at our booth #1119.

Closed on Monday, July 16 
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Speculative Fiction 
Kill the Farm Boy: The Tales of Pell by  

Delilah S. Dawson and Kevin Hearne
Enjoyable. Simply enjoyable. Kill the Farm 
Boy is a giant pun on the classic fantasy 
story, but instead of just poking fun at themes 
of damsels in distress, cursed kingdoms, and 
evil wizards, this story also turns them on 
their heads. The writing reminds me very 
much of a Terry Pratchett novel; rich with 
dry, British humor and oftentimes head-

smacking moments of ridiculousness. The pacing moves very 
well too, keeping the reader’s attention while still advancing 
the plot. Above all, the unlikely cast of characters is what 
makes this story stand out. From the seven-foot barbarian of a 
girl who wants nothing more than to live in peace with her 
flower garden, to the talking goat named “Gustave” who 
fantasizes about old-leather boots, there is a lot to love. Kill the 
Farm Boy is a delightful and silly romp through the fantasy 
tropes of new and old. – Nicholas 
Del Rey Books, $27.00. 

The Body Library by Jeff Noon
In the fiction that is Jeff Noon’s The Body 
Library, there is a non-fictional world 
where stories are important to life. So 
important, they are treated with a religious 
reverence, mirrored by a strict economic 
control; only “proper” stories allowed. But, 
in this place where stories are made, ended, 
and intertwined, there are still those that 
escape the realm of sanity. The Body 
Library is one of them. I found myself 
entranced by the novel’s almost poetic 

lines, as if I were succumbing to a spell made by the words on 
the page. The novel also becomes a fever dream of stories and 
words that winds through the realms of fiction and non-fiction, 
playing on the idea of when one can become the other. It was as 
if I was watching an episode of Twin Peaks. Mysterious, 
intriguing, and hypnotic, The Body Library is a visit into the 
weird side of literature. – Nicholas
Angry Robot trade paperback original, $12.99. 

Graphic Novels and Comics 
The Adventure Zone: Here There Be Gerblins  
by The McElroys 
I’ve been a fan of the McElroy brothers 
and their podcast My Brother, My Brother 
and Me for years. So when they began 
their D&D campaign, The Adventure 
Zone, I was totally on board. The podcast 
may be finished, but the exploits of the 
Tres Horny Boys live on in the graphic 
novel adaptation of their first arc, Here 
There Be Gerblins! The story follows the 
fighter Magnus Burnsides, the cleric Merle 
Highchurch, and the wizard Taako (you know, from T.V.) on 
their very first mission! With Dungeon Master Griffin McElroy 
always available to drop in and offer some sage advice, the 
boys fight gerblins, charm a bugbear, and flee from a flaming 
dwarf. This book is a delight, and I’m legitimately excited for 
the follow-up. Whether you’ve listened to the podcast or not, 
this book is worth your time. (But seriously, listen to the 
podcast. It’s free!) – Gary 
First Second, $19.99.  
Adventuring Live at The Observatory North Park! Friday,  
July 20, 7:30 PM See The Observatory’s web site for details!

Cottons: The Secret of the Wind  
by Jim Pascoe & Heidi Arnhold 
Writer and creative director Pascoe’s long history with 
Mysterious Galaxy includes his career as an author and 
publisher with Ugly Town, writing Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
comics, and novelisations of Kim Possible episodes – all near 
and dear to my heart. Jim and Heidi have created a magical 
world where Bridgebelle is a productive member of her rabbit 
community, who also creates art from the mysterious cha, 
when not evading the predatory canines who seek to enslave 
the rabbits and gain control of their resources. A gorgeous and 
thrilling animal fable. – Maryelizabeth 
First Second, $19.99.

Rob’s Featured Nightmare 
The Cabin at the End of the World 
by Paul Tremblay
Terror goes domestic in this gripping 
home-invasion thriller from the Bram 
Stoker Award-winning author of A 
Head Full of Ghosts. When the four cultists 
of the apocalypse capture seven-year-old 
Wen and her two fathers, they give the 
family a horrifying ultimatum: sacrifice one 
of their own or the world will end. The 
reluctant captors, brought together by cataclysmic visions, 
compulsively check death-watches that count down to 
extinction. The invaders are all-too human, desperate and frayed, 
trapped like Abraham and Isaac in the Biblical tale. Pressure-
cooker tension builds as the family fights to survive, forcing the 
cultists to appease God with gruesome determination. A 
television reveals the horrors unleashed upon the world, but is 
the family’s defiance of God breaking the seven seals or is awful 
coincidence greasing the cultists’ wheels? Would you sacrifice 
your family to save the world if refusal meant there’d be no 
world to save at all? Tremblay is a master of ambiguity, and if 
you like safe books, this one’s not for you. The Cabin at the End 
of the World is a gut-punch of a novel. – Rob
William Morrow, $26.99. (Featured Nightmare discount 20%)

Mystery and Suspense
Watch the Girls by Jennifer Wolfe

Watch the Girls is a campy, creepy and fun 
debut thriller. Liv Hendricks is a 32-year 
old former child star whose youngest sister 
disappeared 15 years ago. After Liv loses 
her job on a reality TV series, she posts a 
video on a crowdfunding site, offering to 
investigate an unsolved missing person 
case, chosen by the highest contributor. Her 
highest donor is Jonas Kron, a legendary 
horror film director who wants Liv to 
investigate a series of disappearances in the 

California small town where he shot his films. The chapters 
alternate between Liv’s investigation and the events surrounding 
her sister’s disappearance 15 years earlier, and the unfolding 
narrative is by turns comical and very dark. The shocking, 
twisted and totally unbelievable finale is a fitting homage to 
horror films, reality TV and the devastating power of online 
video and social media. Highly recommended for fans of dark 
thrillers, campy horror films and refreshingly inventive 
storytelling. – Kim 
 Grand Central Publishing, $26.00. 

A Noise Downstairs by Linwood Barclay
A Noise Downstairs is a deviously plotted psychological thriller 
featuring an ordinary man who becomes increasingly fearful that 
he is losing his mind. When he stumbles upon a colleague 
disposing of two dead female bodies in the middle of the night, 
Paul Davis is attacked with a shovel, suffering a head injury. 
Dealing with the consequent neurological deficits and PTSD, 
Paul struggles to understand how a former mentor and well-liked 
college professor in a Connecticut small town could become a 
killer. Then Paul starts hearing tapping noises in the middle of 
the night and finding messages from the dead women on his 
antique typewriter. Paul starts to worry that either he is leaving 
the messages himself or that a 
supernatural phenomenon is occurring. 
Complex, richly drawn characters add to 
the drama, as Paul becomes increasingly 
distressed and the pace of the story 
accelerates. Is someone trying to drive 
him crazy? The stunning, tragic ending is 
full of surprises. Highly recommended for 
fans of psychological suspense and small-
town whodunits. – Kim 
William Morrow, $26.99. 

Slowly We Die by Emelie Schepp  
Slowly We Die is a riveting police procedural/thriller by Emelie 
Schepp, winner of the Swedish Crime Writer of the Year Award 
in both 2016 and 2017. When the story begins, public prosecutor 
Jana Brezelius, a child trafficking survivor, receives the shocking 
news that her adoptive mother died. She returns home to find 
Sweden’s most wanted narcotics smuggler in her living room, 
demanding refuge and threatening to reveal her horrific past as a 
child soldier. Meanwhile, the local police are dealing with a 
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twisted serial killer who appears to be 
targeting health care workers. 
Compounding her difficulties, Jana is 
appointed prosecutor on the case. Using 
short, punchy chapters, Schepp alternates 
between the serial killer investigation and 
the complicated personal lives of Jana, the 
police officers, and the paramedics. The 
multifaceted characters are dealing with 
everything from infertility, infidelity, and 
sleeplessness to drug abuse and demons 

from the past. Multiple intersecting plot lines and taut chapters 
make this thriller hard to put down, and it is well worth the lost 
hours of sleep. The third book in a series that keeps getting 
better, I hope it is not the last. Highly recommended for fans of 
police procedurals, page-turning thrillers, and Nordic noir. – Kim 
Harlequin MIRA trade paper original, $15.99. 

Romance
Unleash the Night by Sherrilyn Kenyon

Sherrilyn Kenyon has created a wonderful, 
rich series in the Dark Hunter/Were-Hunter 
novels. Unleash the Night is the 10th in the 
series, but you can read it as a stand-alone. 
Wren Tigarian and Marguerite D’Aubert 
Gourdeau’s story is full of romance, 
drama, and humor. The two are attracted to 
each other from the start, but they have a 
lot to overcome to be together. Wren is part 
snow leopard, part white tiger, and all man. 
He has had many problems in his 

childhood and adult life. Between humans that will never trust 
him nor accept him because of his animal nature, and the other 
Were-Hunters that don’t trust him because he isn’t the most 
even-tempered, he has never had it easy. But he always fights 
for what he wants, and he wants Marguerite, who is purely 
human and doesn’t realize the dangers that surround Wren. But 
she knows that there is something about him that calls to her 
blood, to her soul. The two of them must fight to stay together 
and for each other. I can never get enough of Wren and Maggie. 
– Victoria
St. Martin’s Press, $29.99. 

Until Friday Night by Abbi Glines
This review isn’t just for Until Friday 
Night, but for all of Abbi Glines’ novels! 
When a friend recommended that I read 
Glines, her excitement and love for these 
stories persuaded me to start reading Until 
Friday Night. Once I started reading I was 
done. I’ve fallen in love and can’t stop 
reading. Her books have an addictive 
quality to them you just need to read to 
experience, and I love the Southern charm 
they contain that calls to my own Southern 

heart. These romances are the perfect escapism I turn to on a 
good or bad day because I know they’ll always leave me with a 
smile on my face. With characters who’ll melt your heart as 
well as make it swoon. I highly recommend you start 
reading…. now! – Constance 
Simon Pulse, $11.99. 

Young Adult  
Beast: A Tale of Love and Revenge by Lisa Jensen 
An enchanting and dark retelling of The Beauty and the 
Beast that explores cruelty, beauty, and the monster within us 
all. Everyone knows that Chateau Beaumont is cursed. When 
Lucie becomes employed as a servant there, it’s not long before 

she discovers that life in the castle—and 
life with master of the estate Jean-Loup—
is a cruel one. Soon, Lucie swears to enact 
revenge on Jean-Loup and seeks the help 
of an enchantress to turn him into a 
hideous beast. But will another, inner 
transformation occur? It may not be the 
one you think. Jensen’s twists on the 
original story and her deep, introspective 
characterizations will keep you turning 
pages. – Kelly 
Candlewick Press, $18.99. 

LIFEL1K3 by Jay Kristoff
“Stronger together.” “Together forever.”
LIFEL1K3 is the start of a new series 
written by the wonderfully tragic Jay 
Kristoff. This story is “part Romeo & 
Juliet, part Terminator, and all adrenaline.” 
Kristoff constantly keeps you guessing. 
He loves building the story up, and then 
throwing a twist to tear your heart out. I 
found myself not trusting anyone in the 
world of LIFEL1K3—human or robotic. 
You follow Eve, a bot-fighter from the 

Dregs, who fights to earn money to get her grandpa the 
medicine he needs. After losing a big fight, and all of the 
money she had, she heads back home with her friends Lemon 
Fresh and Cricket. Along the way they come across a lifelike 
android that appears to be broken. Then suddenly it seems like 
all of her enemies come out of the woodwork and attack her 
home, and the only way out is to run. On her journey to save 
her friends and loved ones, she finds new things about herself, 
and learns some shocking secrets about her past. She goes from 
badass bot-fighter to something more. – Victoria 
Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, $18.99. 

Ocean Meets Sky by The Fan Brothers
Lavish and heartfelt illustrations 
accompany this story of loss and love, 
magic and imagination. Finn’s grandfather 
always told him stories about a magical 
place where the ocean meets the sky: 
where animals talk, jellyfish dance, and 
castles appear in the sky. Finn knows that he if builds a boat, he 
can find the place where the ocean meets the sky. A beautiful, 
touching book that will live in your heart long after you turn the 
last page. – Kelly 
Simon and Schuster, $17.99. 

Bring Me Their Hearts by Sara Wolf
I’ve missed the wit of Sara Wolf and was 
so happy to delve back into her writing 
with Bring Me Their Hearts. While her 
books make you smile with their snarky 
dialogue, her characters have a depth to 
them that speaks to the struggles of 
humanity. This new fantasy tells the tale 
of a girl who must steal the heart of a 
prince to quite literally win back her own 
and the freedom she’s been desperately 
begging for for years. Sara’s world is 
filled with dark magic, opposing theologies on the brink of war, 
clever characters, romance, and the fight to just get to be 
yourself. I can’t wait for book two and to see where this 
beautiful story goes. – Constance
Entangled Teen, $17.99..

July Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Grey Bastards: Lot Lands #1 
by Jonathan French
“’Live in the Saddle. Die on the hog.’  
I never thought I would find myself so 
drawn into a story where the main 
characters are half-orcs. But by page 
three I was hooked, and rooting for 
them.” – Victoria

Mystery/Thriller
Watch the Girls by Jennifer Wolfe
“Wolves, fires, sacrificial rituals, hidden cameras, 
sibling rivalry, stage mothers, revenge, and buried 
memories all feature in this highly original thriller, 
and the shocking, twisted and totally unbelievable 
finale is a fitting homage to horror films, reality TV 
and the devastating power of online video and social 
media.” – Kim

Young Adult
Dive Smack by Demetra 
Brodsky
“A contemporary novel full of 
deception, manipulation, and an 
unreliable narrator. Dive Smack is 
an amazing debut and exciting story 
to see in the young adult 
community.“– Constance

Clarion Instructor Kij Johnson
The River Bank

Tuesday, July 17, 7:00 PM 

Clarion Instructors Kelly Link & 
Gavin Grant
Pretty Monsters & Monstrous 
Affections

Wednesday, July 25, 7:00 PM 

Young Adult Book Club
Discussing LIFEL1K3

Friday, July 27, 7:00 PM 

Carola Dunn
The Corpse at the Crystal Palace

Saturday, July 28, 2:00 PM 

Romancing the Galaxy

With HelenKay Dimon and more!
The Protector: Games People Play

Saturday, July 28, 4:00 PM 

James Ziskin
A Stone’s Throw

Editor Eric Beetner
Unloaded

Sunday, July 29, 2:00 PM  

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Murder on Memory Lane  
by J.D. Griffo
“Griffo launches a series with 
something for everyone: eager 
young newshounds, well-
seasoned sleuths, and a stash of 
Italian recipes (some gluten-free) 
to boot.“ – Kirkus Reviews

Science -Fiction / Fantasy Paperbackl

The Mermaid by 
Christine Henry
“Written with fairy tale-like 
narration and enchanting 
characterization, The Mermaid is 
a poignant portrayal of love and 
freedom.“ – Kelly

Comic-Con International  
Booth #1119

 
Mysterious Galaxy will be in Booth #1119,  
in our traditional spot in the Exhibit Hall,  

where we will have a selection of our booksellers’ 
favorites, and ticketed signings with authors 

throughout the convention. Watch our web calendar, 
electronic newsletter, and social media for the  

most up-to-date information! 

Wednesday, July 18 – Sunday, July 22


