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New Year’s Day Sale
Tuesday, January 1, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Katherine Arden
Launch Party for  
The Winter of the Witch

Monday, January 7, 7:30 PM

Kiersten White
Launch Party for Slayer

Tuesday, January 8, 7:00 PM

Richard Montemarano
Vampiro

Friday, January 11, 7:30 PM

Alan Russell
Gideon’s Rescue

with Sisters in Crime San Diego 

Saturday, January 12, 3:00 PM

Cynthia Diamond
Launch Party for Starting Fires

Sunday, January 13, 2:00 PM

Matthew Quirk
Launch Party for The Night Agent

Tuesday, January 15, 7:30 PM

Holly Black
The Wicked King

Cindy Pon
Want

Wednesday, January 16, 7:00 PM

A.G. Howard
Stain

Livia Blackburne
Umbertouched

Friday, January 18, 7:00 PM

Thomas Perry
The Burglar

Jo Perry
Dead is Beautiful

Saturday, January 19, 2:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction
Winter of the Witch by Katherine Arden

A most wonderful adventure comes to an end 
in this final volume in the Winternight Trilogy. 
Vasya Petrovna has journeyed far and wide in 
the forests of Russia disguised as a boy. Vasya 
can see and speak with creatures that others no 
longer can – Domovoi, Chyerti, Lady 
Midnight, and so many others. This is a story 
on a grand scale with epic battles, betrayals, 
sacrifices, heartaches and the love of family. 

Katherine Arden has done an amazing job of weaving Russian 
folklore with real people, places and events. You can almost feel 
the cold of winter and the heat from the firebird. A great series to 
read while you curl up on the couch with your favorite hot 
beverage. – Christine
Del Rey, $28.00.

How Long ’Til Black Future Month? by N. K. Jemisin
This collection of nearly two dozen stories 
written over about 15 years by the 
extraordinary multiple-award winning Nora 
Jemisin, best known for The Broken Earth 
Trilogy, offers a spectacular range of 
subgenres, characters, and emotional tones. 
Unsurprisingly to anyone aware of my deep 
enthusiasm for competitive cooking shows, 
my favorite is the tale of Franca, 
“L’Alchimista,” tasked with creating 
literally magical concoctions from vague 

recipes that even “The Great British Baking Show” judges 
would deem too vague. “The Ones Who Stay and Fight,” a 
response to Ursula K. Le Guin’s “The Ones Who Walk Away 
From Omelas,” is just as emotionally invested as its inspiration, 
while investing in a different response to community injustices 
and lack of compassion. While some stories have greater 
resonance than others, they all offer great value, and the 
opportunity to be angry, wistful, thoughtful, and more. Highly 
recommended. – Maryelizabeth
Orbit, $26.00.

Star Wars: Women of the Galaxy by Amy Ratcliffe
When looking back at the Star Wars saga, 
especially the original trilogy in particular, 
it’s very easy to wonder where all the female 
characters are. Beyond Princess Leia herself, 
it doesn’t seem like there’s enough 
representation in the Star Wars galaxy. Never 
fear! This wonderful book by Amy Ratcliffe 
provides a wealth of information about all 
the female characters that have appeared 

over the years. Not only in the movies, but in the books and 
comics and TV shows too! Each chapter details another 
character, introducing the reader to who these fierce women are, 
where they came from, and why they’re important! The book is 
also filled with beautiful artwork from many talented artists. I 
cannot recommend it enough! – Gary
Chronicle Books, $29.95. 

Armada by Ernest Cline
Author Ernest Cline has followed up his 
much-loved Ready Player One with 
another celebration of video game 
history called Armada. Young Zack 
Lightman (Cline has a penchant for 
naming his main characters as if they 
were from a comic book) has never met 
his father. In an effort to get to know the 
man, Zack has adopted his father’s love 
for nostalgic video games and pores over 
an old notebook filled with his father’s crazy conspiracy 
theories. What Zack soon finds out is that his father was closer to 
the truth than anyone thought. Armada moves away from the 
dystopian future of Ready Player One and is steeped in 
conspiracy theories, alien invasions, and tons of action. Strap 
yourselves in for a trip filled with video games, paranoia, and 
interstellar conflict. – Nicholas
Broadway Books paperback, $9.99.

The World of Lore: Dreadful Places by Aaron Mahnke
Like the previous installments in The World of Lore, Dreadful 
Places is an engaging deep dive into all things horrifying. This 
particular title focuses all on, well, “dreadful places.” From 
haunted hotels to creepy castles to faraway shores, accounts of 
the horrific are ever-present. Aaron Mahnke does a wonderful 
job of retelling the local folk tales, before digging even deeper to 
find the nuggets of truth in each of these stories. Plus, the 
illustrations are just to die for. I loved this book! – Gary
Del Rey, $28.99.

Norse Mythology by Neil Gaiman
I have always enjoyed how writer and author 
Neil Gaiman could take an either well-known 
or obscure mythology and weave them into a 
new tale that drips with his trademark 
storytelling style, as evident by his magnum 
opus American Gods. With Norse Mythology, 
however, Mr. Gaiman has done his utmost to 
preserve these timeless stories of Asgardians, 
Aesirs, giants, and even the origins of 
humanity while still managing to imbue his 
iconic voice. He has also managed to make 

the stories fresh and entertaining for today’s readers, arranging 
them in a manner that resembles an actual novel. If I were to ever 
have children and grandchildren, I could see myself reading these 
stories to them like Peter Falk and Fred Savage in the movie 
Princess Bride. Neil Gaiman’s Norse Mythology is in many ways 
familiar as it is new and inviting. – Nicholas
W.W. Norton & Company trade paperback, $15.95.

Mystery
Wrong Light by Matt Coyle
The fifth in a series that never disappoints, this latest has P.I. 
Rick Cahill investigating threats to sexy nighttime radio 
personality, Naomi Hendrix. The investigation leads to a 
deranged stalker who calls himself Pluto. As the threats escalate, 
Rick knows it’s time to go to the cops but Naomi insists on 
protecting her shadowy past. When a young woman disappears, 
all clues point to Pluto and Rick feels responsible. Meanwhile, 

Meet Our Booksellers

Christine: 
Christine once thought she read a smidgen of all genres, but now 
realizes she needs a bigger smidgen. 

Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, plots 
that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some of the things 
that make a great book for her. 

Gary: 
Gary obsesses over stories, mostly ones with massive world building 
and epic tales of fantasy! 

Darcy 
Raised by a librarian, Darcy grew up surrounded by books. She has 
an affinity for robots, fun scifi, and old-fashioned worlds of whimsy.

Kelly: 
Mysterious Galaxy San Diego Store Manager Kelly is a reader of all 
things fantastic: from children’s fantasy literature (especially Harry 
Potter) to modern fantasy to medieval literature.   

Kylie: 
Kylie loves stories from any genre with 
memorable characters, high stakes, and 
prose that keeps you reading late into 
the night.

Maryelizabeth:
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s focus genres with 
an emphasis on sociological fiction.

Nicholas:
Nicholas is a writer, Disney nerd, and a triple-threat reader: fantasy, 
mystery, and sci-fi.

Sarah: 
She loves her crime fiction dark and gritty mixed with the occasional 
quirky Young Adult and Middle Grade for balance.

Victoria:
Victoria wants rich worlds, and characters that are unique and full of 
spirit. She is always ready to go on an adventure hidden within the 
pages of her books.
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Russian mobsters call in a favor and Rick finds himself tailing a 
nemesis from his past. The tension builds as Rick juggles the 
two cases and the bodies pile up. Is his dogged pursuit of the 
truth worth the cost? A fast-paced thrill ride with plenty of 
action and well-drawn characters. Fans of hard-boiled P.I. 
novels will find much to love with Wrong Light and should 
check out the entire series, if they haven’t already. – Sarah
Oceanview Publishing, $26.95.

Curated Choices
Girl Squads: 20 Female Friendships that Changed 
History by Sam Maggs, Illustrated by Jenn Woodall

Discover the athletes, activists, warriors, 
scientists, and artists collectives 
spanning millennia and the globe 
spotlighted in this inspiring and 
informative collection. The persistent 
and pestilent narrative of women and 
women-identified people only prospering 
in a male-dominated culture by being 
competitive instead of cooperative is put 
paid to in these fun and factual tales of 
female friendship. The perfect gift for the 

badass members of your #girlsquad.  – Maryelizabeth
Quirk Books trade paper original, $16.99.

Middle Grade & Young Adult 
Fire & Heist by Sarah Beth Durst
Filled with snark, magic, and above all the 
most important heist of Sky Hawkins’s 
life, Fire and Heist is a fun read that 
honors the importance of family, 
friendship, and a dollop of romance. This 
adventure whisks you along on a journey 
where secrets are uncovered and an 
unlikely crew could be the key to saving 
everything Sky lost when her mother 
disappeared on a heist gone wrong. 
Durst’s writing is fun and fast-paced, giving readers an 
adventure that speaks to the dreamer in all of us. It also 
encourages you to love yourself and what makes you, you. 
There is nothing you can’t do when you embrace yourself, 
whether it be pulling off your first heist and showing society 
what’s what (though maybe leave that to the fictional 
characters) to spreading your wings and becoming who you’re 
meant to be. Did I mention there were fire-breathing 
teenagers…. hoards of gold….. and dragons?– Constance 
Crown Books for Young Readers, $17.99.

Slayer by Kiersten White
It kinda slays me to do the math and 
realize that it’s been more than 20 years 
since “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” aired on 
television. There was a time – while 
working on the two non-fiction companion 
volumes for “Buffy” and “Angel” – that I 
was at least as invested in the lives of the 
characters and the events in their universe 
as I was in the lives of some of my real 
life friends. I was incredibly enthusiastic 
when Kiersten announced that the 

licensors had rebooted the tie-in novels line, with her as the 
author. Slayer does a fabulous job of being true to the 
sensibility and girl power of the show, novels, and comics, 
while also being accessible to readers who may be new to 
Slayers, Watchers, Hellmouths, and more. I read it like a nice 
life update from a friend I hadn’t heard from in a while, and am 
excited for more. – Maryelizabeth
Simon Pulse, $18.99.

Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling
Harry Potter has saturated pop culture in a way that no other 

series had done before or since. Upon revisiting the series, it’s 
easy to see why it became such a phenomenon. For those that 
have lived under a rock for the past two decades, the books 
follow the story of the orphaned Harry Potter as he navigates 
the wizarding world — all the while being pursued by the 
dark wizard, Lord Voldemort. But it’s more than that; it’s also 
about the importance of friendship, found family, and love, 
even in the darkest times. With its excellently plotted 
storyline, loveably relatable — yet deeply flawed — 
protagonists, and mature themes that grow with the reader, it’s 
truly no wonder as to why the Harry Potter series has 
resonated so strongly with over 400 million people. And with 
the 20th anniversary having just passed, there’s no better time 
to revisit The Boy Who Lived. – Darcy
Available in trade paperback, illustrated hardcover, & audio, 
as well as assorted fun sidelines!

Seafire by Natalie C. Parker
Sisterhood is survival. Enter a world of 
rollicking seas and bloody conflict, where 
Caledonia Styx and her brave crew sail on 
the Mors Navis in search of freedom. The 
Net is controlled by a brutal warlord who 
captures young men and women, forcing 
them into his service, and after having her 
family stolen from her by his army of 
Bullets, Caledonia not only wants peace – 
she wants revenge. When a boy from Aric 

Athair’s fleet ends up on her ship, she is faced with a choice: 
protect her sisters, her crew, and throw him overboard, or use 
the knowledge he offers her to take the warlord down? Natalie 
C. Parker’s Seafire is captivating from page one. It takes you 
from invigorating battles, filled with fire and fury, to tender and 
poignant scenes between Caledonia and her crew, all of it 
painted upon a backdrop of vivid worldbuilding. If you enjoy 
tales of pirates, high-stakes adventures on the high-seas, and 
girl gangs, then you’ll love Seafire! – Kylie
Razorbill, $18.99.

Muse of Nightmares by Laini Taylor 
Librarian dreamer Lazlo Strange and 
dream goddess Sarai’s tale continues, 
resuming almost immediately following 
the wonderful and terrible events at the 
conclusion of the first in Laini’s magical 
duology. The inhabitants of the no longer 
involatile godspawn’s citadel above Weep 
and the city’s residents are not the only 
ones caught in the consequences rippling 
out from Lazlo and Sarai’s connection, as 
multiple players seek to wreak devastating 
revenge on humans and gods alike. A gorgeous tale, beautifully 
told. (A limited number of sleep masks are available with 
purchase, while supplies last.) – Maryelizabeth
Little, Brown, $18.99.

And the Ocean Was Our Sky by Patrick Ness 
Bathsheba’s pod of whales travels the 
seas, always on the hunt for humans and 
the elusive Toby Wick. But when a young 
sailor named Demetrius is captured, 
Bathseba begins to question the age-old 
rivalry between whale and man. Patrick 
Ness flips the story of Moby Dick on its 
head--both figuratively and literally, as 
this beautiful and thoughtful book 
reshapes the perspective of our world to 
that of the ocean’s inhabitants. Rovina 
Cai’s illustrations are nothing short of stunning and add even 
more depth and heart to this poignant story of love, hate, and 
revenge. – Kelly
HarperTeen, $19.99.

January Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Water Cure  
by Sophie Mackintosh
“Creepy and sexy in equal 
measure, The Water Cure is a 
hypnotic portrait of three young 
women waking up to the world, 
desire, and the power of their 
bodies.” – The Independent

Young Adult
The Gilded Wolves  
by Roshani Chokshi
“The Gilded Wolves is part 
political misadventure, part 
puzzle, part caper, and 
thoroughly charming, with a band 
of rapscallions and a string of 
surprises.” – Holly Black

Book Discussion Group
The Utterly Uninteresting and 
Unadventurous Tales of Fred, the 
Vampire Accountant

Wednesday, January 23, 7:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Boneless Mercies

Friday, January 25, 7:00 PM

Ian Rankin
In a House of Lies

Sunday, January 27, 2:00 PM

Bloomsbury  
Winter YA Fantasy Tour

Brigid Kemmerer
A Curse So Dark And Lonely

A.C. Gaughen
Imprison the Sky

Mimi Yu
The Girl King

In conversation with Stacee Evans

Wednesday, January 30, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
One Taste Too Many by Debra H. 
Goldstein
Debra Goldstein is a judge, author, 
litigator, wife, step-mom, mother of 
twins, and civic volunteer. The 
protagonist of the Sarah Blair mysteries, 
like Debra, is a cook of convenience 
who might be scorched if she gets too 
close to a kitchen.


