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December Events in San Diego:

Book Birthday Party!

Livia Blackburne
Rosemarked

Providing party support are  
Stephanie Diaz (Evolution), Nikki 
Katz (The Midnight Dance), and 
Demetra Brodsky (Dive Smack).

Saturday, December 2, 2:00 PM

Balboa Location Anniversary Celebration!

We thought that celebrating 
with dragons made the most 
sense! Highlighed authors are 
Dee Leone (Dough Knights 
and Dragons), J.C. Stevens 
(Dragon Lad: Tale of the 

Talisman), R.D. Trimble (Scourge of the Red 
Dragon), and Greg Van Eekhout  (Dragon Coast)

Saturday, December 2, 4:00 PM

Alyssa Cole
A Hope Divided

Tuesday, December 5, 7:30 PM

Alisha Rai
Wrong to Need You

Tuesday, December 5, 7:30 PM

Sharing the Magic of the Holidays!
Sharon Skinner (Rocket 
Shoes), Dana Simpson, 
(Phoebe and Her Unicorn in 
the Magic Storm), Susan 

Adrian (Nutcracked), Daniel Sweren-Becker (The 
Equals), Kathy Krevat (The Trouble with Murder), 
Daryl Wood Gerber (A Deadly Éclair), Ellen Byron 
(A Cajun Christmas Killing), Kwei Quarty (Death by 
His Grace), D.P. Lyle (A-List), Richard Cahill, 
(Pineapple Crush), HelenKay Dimon (Games 
People Play), Christina Lauren (Roomies), Tim Pratt 
(The Wrong Stars), Tony Valdez (Dax Harrison), 
Matt Wallace, (Gluttony Bay).

Saturday, December 9, 2:00 PM

Holiday Meet and Greet with 
Leigh Bardugo
The Language of Thorns

Sunday, December 10, 2:00 PM

Adam Korenman
When the Skies Fall

Saturday, December 16, 2:00 PM

Gabriel Halcyon &  
Danielle Rexilius
Genesis

Sunday, December 17, 2:00 PM

James Rollins
The Demon Crown: A SIGMA Force 
Novel

Tuesday, December 19, 7:30 PM
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Our booksellers’ enthusiasm for Holiday Picks exceeded the finite space on this newsletter – please 
see the dedicated Staff Picks page of our Book Buzz menu on mystgalaxy.com for more picks!

David’s Picks: 
Poems Are Made of This – The Bear and 
the Nightingale by Katherine Arden (Del 
Rey trade paperback, $16.00). Magical 
Russia condensed in a single, glittering, 
literary jewel. 
 
Fast and Fun – The Invisible Library by 
Genevieve Cogman (Roc trade paperback, 
$15.00). Only time-spanning librarians can 
balance order / dragons & chaos / elves; 
Linesman by S.K. Dunstall (Ace mass 

market, $7.99). Spaceships with multiple intelligences, psychic 
crewmen to sense them, and galactic war — what more to ask for? 
 
Best of 2017 – Void Star by Zachary Mason (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux, $27.00). AIs versus boosted humans, in a Blade-Runner 
noir near future, written in prose that is gorgeously beautiful.

Kelly’s Picks: 
Quirkiest Book of 2017 – Literary Witches by Taisia 

Kitaiskaia, illustrated by Katy Horan (Seal 
Press, $20.00). This little illustrated book 
is perfect: gorgeous, magical, dreamlike. 
Each woman writer is painted and 
described in a beautiful witchy light. I 
bought this as soon as I saw it. 
 
For The Reader Who Has It All – Shire 
Post Mint Coins, $11.95–$40. I am SO 
excited to have these artful fantasy book 

coins in store. Stunning coins ranging from Iron Drabs of Ceald, 
to Gondorian Crowns, to Iron Coins of the Faceless Man, to 
Shire Farthings and more. These are the perfect gift: artisan, 
thoughtful, book-accurate treasures. 
 
Best of 2017 – Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor (Little 
Brown, $18.99). A story intricately written and intimately read. 
Undoubtedly one of the best books of 2017.

Maryelizabeth’s Picks: 
Under the Radar – An Excess Male by Maggie Shen King 
(Voyager trade paperback original, $15.99). Thoughtful and 
engaging story of the challenges of family-building in a near 
future ultra-state-controlled China where gender selection has 
led to an extreme disparity in men and women.   

Timeless Noir – Collected Millar: The Tom Aragon Novels by 
Margaret Millar (Soho trade paperback, $17.99). Mexican-
American lawyer Tom Aragon deals with prejudice, the actions 
of the entitled and their inevitable consequences and, of course, 
crime, in a sterling collection of one of the genre’s finest 
authors.  

Graphic Novel Spotlight – The Scarecrow Princess by 
Federico Rossi Edrig (Lion Forge trade 
paper original, $14.99). Morrigan Moore, 
the personification of teen ennui, 
unwillingly accompanies her writer mother 
and elder brother on their move to a small 
town to immerse themselves in the local 
legend of the rapacious King of Crows, 
and the Scarecrow Prince who opposes 
him.

Linda’s Picks: 
My Favorite Scary Future Scenario – The new Jane Hawk 
series by Dean Koontz leading off with The Silent Corner 
(Bantam mass market, $9.99), followed by The Whispering 
Room (Bantam, $28.00), are a couple of the scariest books I’ve 
read, with no creepy supernaturals, just creepy humans.  

The Best New Series Featuring Hippo Wranglers – River of 
Teeth and Taste of Marrow by Sarah Gailey 
(both St. Martin’s Press trade paper 
originals, $14.99) feature an alternate 
1890’s America where feral hippos have 
run amok in the bayous and professional 
hippo wranglers (riding their tame hippos) 
chase the very dangerous animals down. 
Think of a relationship between human 
and horse. 

Posthumous Publications I Deem 
Marvelous Fun – Donald Westlake’s Forever and a Death 
(Hard Case Crime, $22.99) is a wonderful espionage, chase 
thriller with bad guy businessman Richard Curtis seeking 
revenge on Hong Kong after Chinese rule was restored and he 
was no longer welcome there. Donald Westlake was a terrific 
storyteller and this escapist fun is a fine example of his writing 
skill. And the cover is great!

Meet Our Booksellers
Christine: 
Chris, Fearless Book Club Discussion Leader, once thought 
she reads a smidgen of all genres, but now realizes she needs a 
bigger smidgen. 

Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, 
plots that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some of 
the things that make a great book for Constance. 

Darcy:  
Raised by a librarian, Darcy grew up surrounded by books. She 
has an affinity for robots, fun scifi, and old-fashioned worlds of 
whimsy.

David: 
An unlikely child of reason and romance, David loves science 
fiction and fantasy — anything surprising, beautiful, and true.

Gary:  
Gary obsesses over stories, mostly ones with massive world- 
building and epic tales of fantasy! 

Kelly: 
Kelly is a reader of all things fantastic: from children’s fantasy 
literature (especially Harry Potter) to modern fantasy to 
medieval literature. Dark, lush, magical, and folk/ fairy-tale 
stories are sure to capture her heart. 

Kim: 
Crooks, murderers, detectives, and spies — a lover of mystery 
and suspense, Kim is a crime novel enthusiast.

Linda: 
Linda enjoys urban fantasy, especially kick-ass chicks, fast-
paced chase novels, something completely different and 
surprising, and anything with a sense of humor, especially if 
it’s weird or twisted.

Maryelizabeth: 
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s genres 
and media, with an emphasis on sociological fiction.

Rob: 
Rob is a proud SF geek, horror connoisseur, writer, and long-
time bookseller with a special place in his black little heart for 
the strange, baroque and bizarre.

Sam: 
Sam’s modus operandi is science fiction, fantasy and horror, 
and he has recently been devouring graphic novels of all 
genres. 

Sarah: 
An only child, Sarah quickly learned books were the best 
companions. She loves her crime fiction dark and gritty mixed 
with the occasional quirky Young Adult and Middle Grade for 
balance.
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Rob’s Picks: 
Quirkiest Books of 2017 – Paperbacks 
from Hell by Grady Hendrix (Quirk 
Books, trade paper original, $24.99). A 
feast for fright fans, celebrating the 
amazing cover art and twisted history of 
‘70s and ‘80s horror fiction; H.P. 
Lovecraft’s The Call of Cthulhu for 
Beginning Readers by R.J. Ivankovic 
(Chaosium, $19.95). A tentacular retelling 
of Lovecraft’s story of cosmic horror in 
the style of Dr. Seuss. Brilliant fun!  

Best Books of the Year – The Changeling by Victor LaValle 
(Spiegel & Grau, $28.00). A haunting, mesmerizing dark fairy 
tale, at turns chilling and heart-wrenching. Magnificent!  

Stimulating Topics – The Krampus and the Old Dark 
Christmas: Roots and Rebirth of the Folkloric Devil by Al 
Ridenour (Feral House trade paperback, $25.00). A lavishly 
illustrated history of Krampus, the beast who comes for 
naughty children in Germanic folklore. A true nightmare 
before Christmas! 

Rob’s Features Nightmare for the End of Year – Sleeping 
Beauties by Stephen King and Owen King (Scribner, $32.50 - 
20% off through December). Father and son present an 
apocalyptic epic of SF/Horror and feminist power. 

Constance’s Picks: 
Backlist Fave – Green Rider by Kristen 
Britain (DAW Books, $8.99). From start 
to finish I couldn’t help turning the pages. 
When I had finished, all I wanted was to 
start at the beginning again and delve 
back into Britain’s world. This is one of 
my absolute favorite books and a must 
read for fantasy lovers. 

Under the Radar – Mara: Daughter of 
the Nile by Eloise Jarvis McGraw (Puffin 

Books, $6.99). This book is a gem that I have read between 10 
to 15 times. It’s a treasure that I turn to on a bad day that will 
whisk me away and make everything better; Black Sun Rising 
by C.S. Friedman (DAW Books, $8.99). A beautiful blend of 
science fiction and fantasy filled with alien Fae and a battle for 
the fate of humankind as demonic forces rise up to reclaim 
their planet. 

Hot New Title – Roar by Cora Carmack (Tor Teen, $17.99). 
Roar is a dangerously well-done world filled with a great cast 
of characters whose dynamic relationships draw you in and 
leave you wanting more. The first thing I thought when I 
finished this book was, When is the next one coming out!?

Gary’s Picks:
Quirkiest Book of 2017 – It Devours! by 
Joseph Fink and Jeffrey Cranor (Harper 
Perennial, $21.99). In the bizarre desert 
town of Night Vale, there is a House That 
Doesn’t Exist. It seems like it exists, like 
it’s just right there when you look at it, 
and it’s between two other identical 
houses, so it would make more sense for 
it to be there than not. And now, 
something seems to be coming through! 
Can Carlos and his scientists solve the 
mystery before the entire town is consumed by the Smiling 
God?  

Backlist Fave – The World of Lore: Monstrous Creatures by 
Aaron Mahnke (Del Rey, $28.00). Our world is full of tales of 
monsters and mystery. In Monstrous Creatures, Aaron Mahnke 
explores the origins of our most common supernatural beings 

in this beautiful, illustrated book! He’s done all the hard 
research, so you don’t have to! 

Graphic Novel Spotlight – Descender by Jeff Lemire and 
Dustin Nguyen (Image Comics trade paper originals, $9.99 to 
$16.99). A complex tale focusing on the relationship between 
man and machine, this story follows the tale of companion bot 
Tim-21 as he tries to find his place in the universe after the 
brutal eradication of his kind.  

Sam’s Picks: 
Under the Radar – What the Hell Did I 
Just Read: A Novel of Cosmic Horror by 
David Wong (St. Martin’s Press, $26.99). 
I am pleased to say that the third title in 
the John and Dave series is as absurd and 
horrific as the first two. This one has all 
the insanity we come to expect from 
Wong, but this one has the best 
storytelling yet.  

Graphic Novel Spotlight – Akira by 
Katsuhiro Otomo (Kodansha Comics trade paper originals, 
$24.99). With all the talk surrounding Blade Runner, it is a 
great time to revisit this cyberpunk masterpiece. The movie is 
strange but amazing, but the book series has so much more 
story to tell.

Kaitlyn’s Picks: 
Hot New Title – Warcross by Marie Lu 
(Penguin Teen, $18.99). Ready for a wild 
ride? This book will take you on an 
adventure like no other. I enjoyed diving 
into the world of Warcross, for I felt like I 
was a player in the game. If you love 
sports, travel, or video games, then this 
book is perfect for you. I couldn’t believe 
it when I finished it, all I want is more. 

Best of 2017 – They Both Die at the End by Adam Silvera 
(Harper Teen, $17.99). This book is utterly witty and dark, yet 
touching and enlightening. Adam Silvera teaches us to live life 
to the fullest, for you never know when it’ll come to a 
devastating end. This story sucks you in from the very 
beginning and leaves you breathless at the very end. This book 
touched my heart like none other. 

Backlist Fave – The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Alfred A. 
Knopf trade paperback, $12.99). This is by far one of my 
favorite books of all time. It is breathtaking and beautifully 
written with its unique narrative style. This novel truly 
changed my life, and I read it at the beginning of every year. It 
has never failed to touch or enlighten me. Trust me, you’re 
going to want to read it over and over again.

Kim’s Picks:
Best of Mystery of 2017 – Glass Houses 
by Louise Penny (Minotaur Books, 
$28.99). She won the Anthony Award and 
the Agatha Award five times each for this 
stellar series – enough said.  

In Case You Missed It – Spook Street by 
Mick Herron (Soho Crime, $26.95). The 
latest installment of the Slough House 
series, a British import that is too good to 
miss.  
 
Best of Thriller/Psychological Thriller – The Thirst by Jo 
Nesbo (Knopf, $26.95). Harry Hole vs. a deranged vampirist 
serial killer: Nordic noir meets Stephen King. 

Quirkiest Books of 2017 – Righteous by Joe Ide 
(Mulholland Books, $26.00). Totally hip! Ide’s devastating 
wit spares no one. 

Darcy’s Picks:
Under the Radar – Sea of Rust by 
Robert C. Cargill (Voyager, Hardcover, 
$27.99). A post-apocalyptic robot western 
with a compelling story of individuality 
and finding one’s purpose. Awesome 
characters in an awesome setting. Think 
Mad Max, but with robots!
 
For the Reader Who Has It All 
– Disappearing Dino Mug ($12.95). 
Because life, uh, finds a way. Book Wyrm 

Enamel Pin ($9.95) is a must-have accessory for the pun-
loving reader!
 
Quirky Pick for the Youths – Nevermoor: The Trials of 
Morrigan Crow by Jessica Townsend (Little, Brown Books for 
Young Readers, $17.99). A “cursed” girl gets rescued from her 
fate by a whimsical mentor. Imaginative and surreal, great for 
those who love the worlds of JK Rowling, Neil Gaiman, or 
Roald Dahl!
 
Backlist Faves – Storm Front (Dresden Files #1) by Jim 
Butcher (Roc mass market, $9.99). First in the series. A fun 
urban fantasy series with a super likeable protagonist and 
awesome world-building. Great for binge reading; The 
Gormenghast Novels by Mervyn Peake (Overlook Press trade 
paperback, $29.95). Lush prose and quirky, memorable 
characters and setting. One of my favorite obscure titles!

Sarah’s Picks: 
Favorites – Righteous by Joe Ide 
(Mulholland Books, $26.00). A wild 
thrill-ride of a sequel to IQ, my favorite 
of 2016, featuring the one and only 
Sherlock Holmes of the ‘hood; She Rides 
Shotgun by Jordan Harper (Ecco, $26.99) 
is the most fascinating story of an eleven-
year-old girl you will ever meet in a 
brutal yet hopeful world. 

Christine’s Pick
Under the Radar  – The Alice Network by Kate Quinn 
(Morrow trade paper original, $16.99). This story pulled me in 
from the very beginning. Lies, betrayal, danger, intrigue. All 
these pieces of the puzzle unite in a tale peppered with real 
people, places and events; if you are a history buff you may 
wish to write down some of the names and places to look up 
afterwards.

New Year’s Day Sale

Monday, January 1, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Our New Year’s Day Sale takes place on Monday,  
January 1, from 10 AM to 2 PM. To participate, customers 
must make an in-store purchase during the holidays, 
beginning on Indies First Day / Small Business Saturday. 
When they do, they will receive a special coupon entitling 
them to some great discounts and bargains!

Then, on New Year’s Day, start things off right by joining us 
at MGSD for our storewide sale! Coupons are required to 
participate and are honored for in-store sales only. (Offer 
excludes reserved books, gift certificates, and Kobo ebooks.)


