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Samuel Gailey
The Guilt We Carry

David Putnam
The Reckless

In conversation with Matt Coyle

Friday, February 1, 7:30 PM

Ben H. Winters
Golden State

Saturday, February 2, 2:00 PM

Sisters in Crime San Diego 
Chapter Meeting
with Speaker Sylvia Bate-Swall

Saturday, February 9, 3:00 PM

R.D. Kardon
Flygirl

Presented by Women in Aviation 
International San Diego

Tuesday, February 12, 7:00 PM

Robin LaFevers
Courting Darkness

In conversation with Mary E. Pearson

Wednesday, February 13, 7:00 PM

Gregg Hurwitz
Out of the Dark: An Orphan X Novel

Saturday, February 16, 5:00 PM

Charlie Jane Anders
The City in the Middle of the Night

In Conversation with Sarah Gailey

Thursday, February 21, 7:30 PM

Young Adult Book Club
The Disasters

Friday, February 22, 7:00 PM

Momo the Dog and  
Andrew Knapp the Human
Find Momo Across Europe

With Helen Woodward Animal Center

Saturday, February 23, 3:00 PM

Ann Leckie
The Raven Tower

Wednesday, February 27, 7:00 PM 
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Speculative Fiction 
Black Leopard, Red Wolf by Marlon James

I was taken aback when I first started Black 
Leopard, Red Wolf. What first began as a 
testimonial story similar to the likes of Edgar 
Allen Poe’s “A Cask of Amontillado” soon 
turned into a fantastical journey through grand 
landscapes and wild terrains of ancient Africa. 
Marlon James has woven together a collection 
of stories that is somewhat reminiscent of One 
Thousand and One Nights, albeit much more 

violent and sexual in nature, where most of the tales are 
connected to by the novel’s narrator, the wild and world-
hardened “Tracker.” What completely took me by surprise was 
Marlon’s choice to make the subject of sexuality and identity 
deeply ingrained in this story’s foundation, managing to use the 
subject to both enhance the narrative and to engage the reader. 
Black Leopard, Red Wolf is indeed one of those stories that after 
reading the last line will leave the reader lost in thought for some 
time to come. – Nicholas
Riverhead Books, $30.00.

The Psychology of Time Travel by Kate Mascarenhas
What would you do to be remembered? In 
Kate Mascarenhas’ The Psychology of Time 
Travel, four female scientists discover time 
travel and embroil themselves and their 
families in a world of ambition, intrigue, 
duplicity, and innovation. It’s a fantastical 
take on real-world physics that presents an 
alternate history which has a ring of truth 
hidden in the pages, as well as a mystery 
that can be solved, but not stopped, with 
the help of a jump through time. The story 

is deceptively simple at first, but Mascarenhas expertly draws 
you in as she weaves a complexly layered story about the lengths 
we will go to in order to be remembered by history and to 
protect the ones we love. – Kylie
Crooked Lane Books, $26.99.

The Ruin of Kings by Jenn Lyons
The Ruin of Kings is a fascinating narrative; 
it’s a text that exists within the world that 
Lyons has created, with relevant footnotes 
and annotations to add to the reader’s 
understanding. When we begin our story, 
Kihrin, our protagonist, is in prison. His 
jailer, a mimic who can read minds and 
change her appearance at will, demands her 
prisoner tell her a story. And so it begins, 

with Kihrin explaining just how he wound up in this situation. 
He and his jailer take turns retelling the events that led us to this 
moment, with each chapter alternating viewpoints. Even though 
the two stories take place at different points in time, they both 
weave together brilliantly. It’s a tale of gods, kings, and demons. 
And that’s only the beginning. As an avid reader of epic fantasy 
stories, it just doesn’t get much better than this! – Gary
Tor Books, $24.99.

The Familiars by Stacey Halls
Young Fleetwood Shuttleworth’s life is in danger, and the only 
person who can save her has been arrested on charges of 
witchcraft. With three children lost to the dangers of seventeenth-
century childbirth, Fleetwood is certain that she will not survive 
her fourth pregnancy without the aid of Alice Gray, who learned 
the art of herbs and midwifery from her mother. The two women 
strike up an uneasy partnership that blossoms into a fierce 
friendship, but will that friendship be strong enough to save both 
their lives? With the backdrop of the historical Pendle Witch Trials 
of 1612, Stacey Halls tells a tale of resilience, bravery, and 
sisterhood that will keep you spellbound from page one. – Kylie
Mira Books, $26.99.

Rewrite by Gregory Benford
Death comes, and it is swift. However, what if you found that 
death didn’t mean the end? What if life began again, picking up 
decades prior as a younger version of yourself? Like a skipping 
record whose needle travels back over the ridges of vinyl, 
Charlie Moment wakes up thirty-two years earlier, sixteen 
again. But eventually in his “Charlie Two” life, he discovers 
that he isn’t alone in this game of reincarnation. And these 
other players play for keeps. Rewrite is a gem of a novel that is 
best described as an experience. A companion to his bestseller 

Timescape, its story radiates with feelings of déjà vu and 
countless possibilities for the taking. In my opinion, it is a 
worthy addition to Gregory Benford’s book list, right next to 
his and Larry Niven’s Bowl of Heaven, and a must read for fans 
of the multiverse theory. – Nicholas
Saga Press, $27.99.

American Gods by Neil Gaiman
This was my first taste of Neil Gaiman and I couldn’t imagine a 
better starting point. Beautifully written and full of surprises, 
American Gods crawls its way under your skin and lives there. 
Gaiman is an author whose stories are all about the details, and 
as they say, the devil is in the details. American Gods is a story 
filled with old gods, new gods, coin tricks, and the possibility of 
getting your head smashed in for losing a game of checkers. 
Shadow Moon, our guide if you will, is out of jail and on his 
way to bury his wife. What starts as a simple plane ride turns 
into a journey like no other. We learn what happens when gods 
are no longer worshiped, and the lengths that they will go to to 
stay remembered. The new deities of America are taking over, 
and the former have something to say about it. This a novel that 
I have gone back to time and time again, and always learn 
something new. – Victoria
William Morrow paperback, $9.99. 

Good Omens by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett
When reading a story co-written by 
multiple authors, one may enjoy a final 
product that neither of the writers could 
achieve on their own. With Good Omens, 
the master storyteller Neil Gaiman and the 
beloved creator of the Discworld series 
Terry Pratchett have not only created just 
that, but also something inherently magical. 
I especially love the large cast of over-the-
top characters, such as the bookish angel 
Aziraphale and the earth-loving demon 

Crowley. A heaping portion of whimsy, a pinch of action, and a 
general covering of heartwarming innocence makes this book a 
must read. Never before have I read a story that made 
“doomsday” sound like such a good time. And now that there 
will soon be a Good Omens miniseries produced by the BBC, 
I’m hoping it will bring renewed attention to such a fun and 
heartwarming tale. – Nicholas
William Morrow paperback, $7.99.

Mystery & Suspense
Last Woman Standing by Amy Gentry 
Readers will find a lot to identify with in the character of 
struggling Austin stand-up comedian Dana Diaz, at least initially. 
Dana has returned to Austin after discouraging experiences in 
Los Angeles, the least of which include lack of support from her 
less talented white male partner, and harassment. One evening 
after a set, Dana is approached by tech savvy Amanda Dorn, 
who has experienced horrors of her own as a computer 
programmer. At first Dana is lured by the seductive opportunity 
to release some of her anger in a twisted partnership proposed by 
Amanda, with a significant nod to Patricia Highsmith; but, in 
true noir fashion, events escalate rapidly, and soon it’s unclear 
who will be the Last Woman Standing. – Maryelizabeth 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $25.00.

The Hiding Place by C.J. Tudor
There’s a new dark star among the authors 
of psychological thrillers. Her name is C.J. 
Tudor, and The Hiding Place is killer. If Jim 
Thompson and Shirley Jackson had a love 
child, it might look like this hardboiled, 
Gothic-suspense nightmare, white-knuckled 
and swaddled in dreadful atmosphere. 
Summoned by a message that “it’s 
happening again,” Joe returns to the small 
town of his childhood, seeking revenge against the forces that 
destroyed his kid sister. He moves into a house where a mother 
killed her son before taking her own life, scrawling “Not my son” in 
blood after murdering the boy. Joe knows a new generation of kids 
will share his sister’s fate if he can’t defeat the darkness of the 
hiding place. Complicating matters is Gloria, a blonde bombshell 
enforcer, who’s tracked Joe down to ruthlessly collect his gambling 
debts, and picks off Joe’s enemies to save him for herself. A pit of 
lies swallows Joe as he fights to stop history from repeating itself, 
but the lies he tells himself are the blackest hole of all. Thriller and 
horror fans will love this gripping tale, which packs a chilling 
double-twist that ties it like a bow. – Rob
Crown, $27.00.
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Scrublands by Chris Hammer
Debut author Hammer vividly conveys the 
blistering January landscape setting of 
small Australian town Riversend, 
recovering from a bewildering mass 
shooting committed by the local priest. A 
year after the event, Sydney journalist 
Martin Scarsden, recovering from trauma 
sustained while covering events in the 
Middle East, is sent to write a piece 
documenting how the town’s faring. As 
Scarsden asks questions, the answers take 

him down unexpected paths, revealing many complex layers to 
the townspeople and their relationships. I found Scarsden to be 
an unlikable character, and thought perhaps the plot took one 
twist too many, but the overall writing quality of the book and 
author’s storytelling skills outweighed those hesitations. 
– Maryelizabeth
Touchstone, $26.99

Romance
Once Ghosted, Twice Shy: A Reluctant Royals Novella 
by Alyssa Cole
Whether or not one is already a reader of 
Cole’s Reluctant Royals (and if you aren’t, 
I encourage you to explore the other titles 
in this charming, sexy, and fun 
contemporary series), this novella of re-
meeting cute offers a lovely New York 
adventure. Likotsi, the able assistant of 
Prince Thabiso of Thesolo, and jewelry 
designer Fabiola dated briefly, but their 
relationship ended abruptly, even though it 
was anticipated to be a finite romance. Now they’ve 
reconnected and may have a chance at a happily ever after, if 
they can forgive past hurts. The promise of the stunning purple 
cover delivers! – Maryelizabeth 
Avon Impulse mass market original, $4.99.

Middle Grade & Young Adult 
Max and the Midknights by Lincoln Peirce 
Join Max and the Midknights on their epic quest to save the 
Kingdom in this joyous, hilarious, and heartfelt adventure 
from the creator of Big Nate! Max has always wanted to be a 
knight, so when Uncle Budrick is captured by the evil King 
Gastley, Max bands together with newly-found friends to save 
him. Soon, they are not only saving Uncle Budrick, but 
battling evil witches, befriending dragons, and saving the 
entire realm of Byjovia! With both text and paneled 
illustrations, this is the next must read for anyone who 
enjoyed Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Big Nate, Dork Diaries, or 
Dog Man. (And with a full and lively cast, the audiobook on 
Libro.fm is also a must listen!) – Kelly 
Crown Books for Young Readers, $13.99. 

The Capture (Guardians of Ga’Hoole #1)  
by Kathryn Lasky

Kathryn Lasky’s Guardians of Ga’Hoole 
series begins with the young owl Soren 
falling out of his nest. Before he can make 
his way back home, he’s abducted by a 
patrol from the St. Aegolius Academy for 
Orphaned Owls. But this is no ordinary 
orphanage — the owlets there are 
brainwashed and forced into menial work 
for reasons no one can tell. Despite the 
harsh environment, Soren and his new 
friend Gylfie never lose hope, and together 

they plot their escape. Though these books are written with a 
younger audience in mind, they have everything that you could 
want in an epic fantasy series — fierce battles, legendary 
warriors, hope, heartbreak, betrayal, a lived-in world...and as an 
added bonus, you get to learn a thing or two about owls along 
the way. – Darcy
Scholastic paperback, $7.99.

Finding Baba Yaga by Jane Yolen
Jane Yolen chose to tell the story of 
Natasha, who runs away from her abusive 
home situation into the woods, where she 
becomes part of the Baba’s household, 
learning to embrace the idea of being a 
witch, rather than thinking it’s a 
pejorative, and rethinking some of the 
lessons the outside world tried to force 
upon her. Sparse, thoughtful prose and 
evocative illustrations make this a gem of 
a book whose impact will last far beyond 

the short time needed to read it. – Maryelizabeth
Tor.com trade paper original, $10.99.

Damsel by Elana K. Arnold
A fierce feminist read about reclaiming your power from those 
who’d take it from you. With strong prose, it doesn’t hold back 
in addressing a topic many are scared to openly discuss. It’s not 
a light, fluffy read but an important one that by the end will fill 
you with strength. Arnold has written a fantasy about the 

monsters in our current world that shows how the cultural 
norms we perpetuate should not be blindly followed simply 
because they are how things have been done. There is an ease 
to conformity we should all be wary of. Kindness, given for 
obedience, is just cruelty hiding behind a pretty façade. (This 
review was based on the audiobook provided by Libro.fm)        
– Constance
Balzer + Bray , $17.99.

Stain by A.G. Howard 
This stunning new novel from A.G. 
Howard immediately captured my heart. 
The land of darkness, Nerezeth, and a land 
of light, Eldoria, were once one. Sundered 
long ago, the two kingdoms are now at 
war once more. Princess Lyra of the 
daylight kingdom and Prince Vesper of the 
night kingdom each have blood of the 
other’s kingdom in their veins. When 
Princess Lyra is cast out from her kingdom of light and has her 
memories stolen from her, she must work with Vesper to 
reclaim her place in her kingdom. Howard’s masterful fairy-tale 
storytelling and signature dark twists make Stain an utterly 
enchanting read. – Kelly
Amulet Books, $19.99.

Echo North by Joanna Ruth Meyer
Fans of retellings will welcome this 
addition, building on “Cupid & Psyche,” 
“Beauty and the Beast,” “East of the Sun 
and West of the Moon,” and “Tam Lin,” 
with a healthy dollop of originality. 
Echo Alkaev, scarred in an incident 
freeing a fierce white wolf from a 
hunter’s trap, works in her father’s 
bookshop and leads a quiet life until her 
father remarries, selecting a woman 

whose ambitions drive the family to the brink of poverty. 
When her father is lost in the woods returning from a last-
ditch gamble on redeeming the family’s finances, Echo 
searches for him. Echo finds the white wolf as well, and 
strikes a bargain to stay with him in his enchanted home in 
return for her father’s safety. The house offers wonders, 
terrors, and terrible things (it doesn’t know how to make a 
proper tea!). Gorgeous and romantic. – Maryelizabeth
Page Street, $17.99.

The Darkest Star by Jennifer L. Armentrout
Armentrout quite simply has an addictive 
quality to her writing. Once I started 
reading this book I couldn’t put it down. It 
has all the qualities of a good binge read. 
Romance, drama, danger, a quickly moving 
plot, and sexy aliens. I never thought I’d 
say that last one since science fiction isn’t a 
genre I’m normally drawn to but this book 
converted me. It left me wanting to run out 
the door to go buy the rest of the author’s 
books. (While this book is in the Lux world 
of the author’s previous series, you don’t need to have read them 
before diving into this one.) – Constance 
Tor Teen, $18.99.

Stronger, Faster, and More Beautiful 
by Arwen Elys Dayton
Arwen’s great, thoughtful, and touching 
stories about genetic possibilities, 
opportunities, and dangers, and how 
science can impact what is considered 
“human” was enhanced by the choice of 
multiple readers in the Libro.fm version. 
Told in sections – “A few years from now 
…” “A few more years from now …” 
“Let’s leap ahead a little more …” “A lot of 
time has passed …” “We are definitely in the future now …” 
“They have left us far behind …” – with limited connecting 
characters, the story still provides a satisfying overall arc. Sure 
to linger with readers. – Maryelizabeth
Delacorte Press, $18.99.

Illuminae by Jay Kristoff and Amie Kaufman
There is something unique about this book, and it is more than 
just the way it is written. Throwing out the norms of novel 
writing, Jay Kristoff and Amie Kaufman tell the story through 
documents: journal entries, surveillance footage, emails, 
interviews, etc. Each page is unique and beautifully created. 
Illuminae, the first book of the Illuminae Files trilogy, starts off 
with a break-up and a planet that’s under attack. The reader 
learns that not everyone can be trusted and that there is more 
than the human enemy after the protagonists. Kady, our strong 
heroine, is doing everything that she can to save the people 
around her, even her ex-boyfriend Ezra. With the AI system, 
AIDAN, going crazy and a virus wreaking havoc on the rescue 
ships, Kady and Ezra have to rely on each other to save 
themselves and the other passengers, even though Kady never 
wants to talk to him again. – Victoria
Ember trade paperback, $12.99.

February 
Fantastic Firsts

So many good books come out each month and it 
can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book 
subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 

of their favorite new books each month.

As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of  
these books each month and receive a great new 
read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or 

you can pick it up in store. 

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers,  
call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at 

mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Black Leopard, Red Wolf:  
The Dark Star Trilogy # 1  
by Marlon James
“Black Leopard, Red Wolf is indeed 
one of those stories that after reading 
the last line will leave the reader lost 
in thought for some time to come.” – 
Nicholas

Mystery & Suspenset
The Hiding Place by C.J. Tudor
“If Jim Thompson and Shirley Jackson 
had a love child, it might look like this 
hardboiled, Gothic-suspense nightmare, 
white-knuckled and swaddled in 
dreadful atmosphere.” – Rob”

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Dead as a Door Knocker:  
House Flipper Mystery #1  
by Diane Kelly
“A cat, a can-do heroine, and a corpse 
in the flower bed. You’re going to 
laugh.” – Christie Craig, bestselling 
author of the Texas Justice series.

Young Adult
Dark of the West  
by Joanna Hathaway
Debut novelist Joanna Hathaway’s 
website notes “[Dark of the West] is a 
story made of impressions, not direct 
parallels, drawn from across the 
centuries of our history. ... I often like 
to tell people this book is Romeo and 
Juliet in the Wars of the Roses during 
the Second World War. That begins to 
capture it!”


