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Stephen Blackmoore
Signs Hungry Ghosts
Saturday, February 11, 2:00 PM 

Publishers Weekly’s enthusiastic and 
vocabulary-building review of Hungry 
Ghosts: “Stephen Blackmoore’s third 
urban fantasy featuring Los Angeles-based 
necromancer Eric Carter is freewheeling 
and laced with smart-alecky banter. As a consequence of his 
strategic marriage to Santa Muerte, Queen of Mictlan (the 
Aztec land of the dead), Carter is slowly petrifying into a jade 
statue, a fate shared by her other husband, Mictlantecuhtli. 
Carter knows that the only way to save his skin is to kill both 
of them. This leads to a concatenation of escapades that 
includes dalliances with the avatars of both the king and 
queen, a bargain with an incarnation of Quetzalcoatl, and a 
journey to Mictlan, where reanimated corpses and the titular 
ghosts run rampant.” Join Stephen for more smart-aleck banter 
at his in-store event! 

Greg Bear
Signs Take Back the Sky
Monday, February 13, 7:30 PM 

Multiple award-winning science fiction 
author Greg Bear’s personal and 
professional history is inextricably 
entwined with San Diego, the city of his 
birth. Greg, who helped found San Diego 
Comic-Con International, will be among 
the author guests at San Diego Comic 
Fest (see Out and About). In Take Back 
the Sky, Greg’s interstellar war epic 
comes to its action-packed conclusion in 
this follow-up to War Dogs and Killing 

Titan. Just Over the Horizon, the first volume in a series of 
three collecting Greg’s short fiction, was released last spring, 
and features one of Greg’s paintings as cover art. 

Dead of February Mystery Event
With Betty Webb, David Putnam, and Carola Dunn
Friday, February 17, 7:30 PM 

MGSD’s Dead of February multi-author 
mystery and suspense event will focus on 
how culture and community inform 
character in mysteries. 

Betty Webb is the author of two prize-
winning mystery series  –  the 
southwestern PI Lena Jones books and the 
Californian Gunn Zoo series, starring 
Theodora “Teddy” Bentley. Before 
beginning to write full time, Betty was a 

journalist, interviewing everyone from U.S. presidents to 

astronauts who walked on the moon to Nobel Prize winners. 
Publishers Weekly’s review of Desert Vengeance, Betty’s ninth 
Lena Jones mystery, notes: “Webb offers fans the profound 
pleasure of watching Lena mature as she comes one step closer 
to understanding and accepting her difficult past, while 
providing new readers with an introduction to this strong and 
genuinely likable character.”

Retired law enforcement officer David 
“Deputy Dave” Putnam began his writing 
career as a reader. His protagonist, Bruno 
Johnson, is also an ex-cop, drawn back to 
Los Angeles in The Vanquished to lend his 
expertise in dealing with troublesome new 
activity by the Sons of Satan, an outlaw 
motorcycle gang.

Carola Dunn was born and grew up in 
England but now is a United States 

resident, presently in Oregon. She is the 
author of more than 20 Daisy Dalrymple 
mysteries (set in England in the 1920s), a 
large number of Regencies, and the 
Cornish mysteries, the most recent of 
which is Buried in the Country. Carola 
will share how widowed charity shop 
owner Eleanor Trewynn’s home in the 
Cornish village of Port Mabyn, as well as 
her well-traveled past, influence the cozy 
series. 

Marie Andreas
Launch Party for The Sapphire Manticore
Saturday, February 25, 2:00 PM 

Local author Marie Andreas’ Launch Party for the fourth 
installment in her Lost Ancients fantasy series, The Sapphire 
Manticore, will feature refreshments, 
prizes for drawings, and a “find your 
drunken faery name” generator! 
Murderous magic, vanished races, killer 
relics, and drunken faeries – who knew 
the end of the world would look like 
this? The story that began in The Glass 
Gargoyle, The Obsidian Chimera, and 
The Emerald Dragon continues... Marie 
may also offer a sneak peek at the second 
book in her Asarlaí Wars-space opera 
series, Victorious Dead, due in late spring. 

Looking Ahead In-store in San Diego:
The Writers Coffeehouse – March 5; Scott Sigler – March 7; 
Erika Lewis – March 8; R.A. Salvatore – March 8; Brian 
McClellan – March 9; Patricia Briggs – March 10; Anne 
Bishop – March 10; Matthew Quirk – March 21; Melissa 
Scrivner Love – March 23; Tom Leveen – March 24; Hari 
Alluri – March 25; Mindy Mejia – March 26; Roshani 
Chokshi with Cindy Pon – April 1; and much more as 2017 
marches on… 

Out and About: 

San Diego Comic Fest

February 17 - 20
Four Points by Sheraton Hotel 

The San Diego Comic Fest is the friendly comic convention 
with a casual atmosphere and an intimate scale that allows 
fans to mingle directly with professionals and exhibitors. It’s a 
place to indulge one’s love of comics, science fiction, and 
films, and meet an outstanding array of professional creators 
without high-priced tickets, crowding, or long lines. Attending 
prose author guests are David Brin (Chasing Shadows), Greg 
Bear (Take Back the Sky), and Gregory Benford (Shipstar). 
The Comic Fest Café will celebrate the centennial of the birth 
of legendary comics creator and all-around wonderful human 
being Jack “King” Kirby. Mysterious Galaxy will be on-site in 
the newer, closer venue supporting the author guests. 

Southern California Writers’ Conference
February 17 - 20
Crowne Plaza Hanalei in Mission Valley 

Writers in progress should join MG at the 31st Annual Southern 
California Writers’ Conference at the Crowne Plaza Hanalei in 
Mission Valley from Friday, February 17 to Monday, February 
20. Instructors at this year’s intensive workshop convention 
include (subject to change): Matt Coyle, April Smith, Lisa 
Brackmann, James Misko, Frederick Ramsay, and many 
more familiar names from the literary field. For registration info, 
visit: writersconference.com/sd/. Mysterious Galaxy readers / 
writers can receive a $25.00 discount using code MystGal31.

Tim Dorsey Discussing Clownfish Blues
Mission Viejo City Hall Saddleback Room
Tuesday, February 28, 7:00 PM 

Join us on February 28 when Tim Dorsey 
comes to Mission Viejo to talk about his 
last book, Clownfish Blues. Mr. Dorsey 
will speak at 7:00 PM followed by Q & A 
and book signing at approximately 
7:45 PM. Free general admission will 
begin at 6:45 PM. Please call 949-830-
7100 ext. 5105 with the number in your 
party and your contact info to reserve a spot.

Tim Dorsey Meet & Greet Reception

Those who would like to have a more personal exchange with 
Tim Dorsey may attend a Meet & Greet Reception at 6:30pm. 
A ticket to the reception includes priority seating/book signing 
ticket, admission for two, light refreshments, and one 1st 
edition hardcover of Clownfish Blues.  Tickets available at 
timdorsey.brownpapertickets.com/
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Speculative Fiction 
 The Impossible Fortress by Jason Rekulak

Near the end of the 1987 school year, 
14-year-old Billy Marvin, and his two best 
friends, Alf and Clark, are obsessed with 
Vanna White. This obsession drives these 
three boys to concoct a scheme to obtain 
copies of the recent edition of Playboy with 
her pictures in it and make a small business 
out of reproducing the content. The results 
are hilarious and a blast to the past.

Billy lives with his single mother in an 
old, rundown house in Wetbridge, New 
Jersey, where his other passion is coding with the latest 
computer (a Commodore 64) to create a winning entry in a 
computer game contest. In the midst of trying to create the 
game of his dreams, where the hero rescues a damsel from an 
impossible fortress guarded by a mountain filled with ogres, 
along comes Mary Zelinsky, the smartest girl in town, who 
also loves coding and is very good at it.

Laugh along in a stream of nostalgia, wonder if the hero will 
rescue the girl, the boys will get their magazine, and what the 
future holds for Billy and Mary. For all ages. – Terry
Simon & Schuster, $24.00. 

The Cold Eye by Laura Anne Gilman 
The Weird Wild West of The Territory 

reveals new challenges as Isobel grows 
into her role and responsibilities as The 
Devil’s Left Hand. Along with her 
mentor, Gabriel, she rides roads filled 
with natural and unnatural magic, Native 
and settler, magicians and deeper powers 
of the terrain – terrain where most 
inhabitants, like Isobel, have made a 
deal with the Devil. When a new natural 
/ supernatural disaster with earth-
shaking consequences manifests, it will test all she knows 
about her role and abilities. The sophomore installment in 
Laura Anne’s tale continues to give the sense not of a new 
story, but of a retelling of an established mythology of the 
American West. – Maryelizabeth 
Saga, $27.99. 

Norse Mythology by Neil Gaiman
An enchanting retelling of Norse mythology that includes 

all of our favorite Norse stories. Each myth is written 
traditionally, without any heavy reworking or modernizing, 
but Neil’s signature dark, compelling, and original style 
shines through. Gaiman has constructed a lively retelling of 

mythology with realistic gods and 
digestible material for any myth or story 
lover. A rewarding book for the well-
seasoned and novice mythology 
enthusiast alike! – Kelly
W.W. Norton & Company, $25.95. 

The Dream-Quest of Vellitt Boe  
by Kij Johnson

How wonderful to find that one of 
your favorite authors (Kij Johnson, At 
the Mouth of the River of Bees, The Fox Woman) loves H P 
Lovecraft’s The Dream-Quest of Unknown Kadath as much 
as you do! Johnson’s pastiche brings back Lovecraft’s zugs 
and ghouls and moon-cats, now imagined inside-out, where 

dream Kadath is the real world, and the 
human waking world a far-away, 
legendary place. The quest Vellitt Boe 
undertakes to find the human world 
redeems the original work of its 
misogyny and racism, and reminds us of 
just how strange our own ordinary 
reality can be. Highly recommended. – 
David 
Tor trade paper original, $14.95. 
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Return of the Shadow by J.R.R. Tolkien and 
Christopher Tolkien

Return of the Shadow (an abandoned 
title for The Lord of the Rings) contains 
the early drafts of J.R.R. Tolkien’s The 
Fellowship of the Ring. In it you’ll find 
early character names (did you know 
Frodo was once Bingo, Bilbo’s son? That 
Merry was once called Marmaduke?), 
threads of forgotten plots (Bilbo getting 
married! Farmer Maggot as a Tom 
Bombadil-like being! Elf-wraiths!), all 

the while witnessing the development of ideas and plots that 
became a central part of The Lord of the Rings. As a whole, 
Christopher Tolkien’s History of Middle-earth series is a 
remarkable feat of scholarship and The Return of the Shadow is 
no different. Looking into the early drafts of The Lord of the 
Rings is not only fun and fascinating, but feels incredibly 
special. What a treat! – Kelly
Houghton Mifflin trade paperback, $14.00. 

Mystery & Suspense 
The Girl Before by J.P. Delaney 

One Folgate Street is an architectural masterpiece in London 
with sleek simplicity and sophisticated technology that would 
seem to demand a hefty rent; yet, instead 
it comes with a complicated and very 
personal application questionnaire and a 
stringent list of rules set forth by Edward 
Monkford, the property’s successful, 
aloof and affluent creator. Emma and her 
doting boyfriend Simon have their 
particular reasons for seeking the security 
of the property and are amazed when they 
pass the scrutiny of the eccentric owner. 
The space, however, seems to transform 
the occupants and dark occurrences take place. Years later Jane 
has her own reasons for coveting One Folgate and is also 
surprised to find that she has been approved to take occupancy. 
Delaney switches from one story to the other throughout the 
psychological thriller weaving a masterpiece of duplicity, death 
and deception with the correct amount of erotica injected to 
keep the pages turning and the reader mesmerized. – Bunny 
Ballantine Books, $27.00. 

Behind Her Eyes by Sarah Pinborough 
Adele Martin’s entire being is focused on one goal – 

nurturing her marriage to her husband, therapist David. Shortly 
before David begins a job at a new London clinic, he flirts with 

a woman in a bar. Later, despite her better 
intentions upon discovering that David is 
not only married but is also her new boss 
at the clinic, secretary and single mother 
Louise is unable to resist beginning an 
affair with him. The affair continues, even 
after Adele befriends Louise, and Louise 
begins to question David’s behavior 
towards both women. Even with insights 
from chapters in her point of view, 
experienced readers will be kept guessing 

what Adele’s motivations and actions will lead to (hence the 
hashtag #WTFthatending), in Sarah’s stunningly twisty 
suspense novel. – Maryelizabeth 
Flatiron Books, $25.99. 

Rob’s Featured Nightmares
Little Heaven by Nick Cutter

Cormac McCarthy meets Stephen King in Nick Cutter’s off-
the-rails fourth horror thriller, set in the backwoods of New 
Mexico. In 1966, an assassin, a bounty hunter, and a hired-gun 
named Micah, made an unholy truce in lieu of killing each 
other, and went to rescue an abducted child from a religious 

cult. In Little Haven, the evil they faced was both human and 
monstrous, including a preacher like Jim Jones channeling the 
Old Ones, and an eldritch Big Bad stitched from carcasses. The 
trio of rescuers were cursed by what they found there, echoing 
the horrors of “The Monkey’s Paw.” Fifteen years later, 
Micah’s daughter goes missing, forcing him to reunite with 
his partners in perdition, and return to Little Haven for a final 
showdown. A gruesome, poetic yarn with a rip-roaring finish. 
– R.J. Crowther Jr. 
Gallery Books, $26.00. 

LLL Fantastic First Selections
The Lonely Hearts Hotel by Heather O’Neill

I am sure that comparisons will be made between The Lonely 
Hearts Hotel and The Night Circus. Both have a sense of magic 
hovering in the background and introduce 
fascinating protagonists with unique 
talents and personalities. In The Lonely 
Hearts Hotel, Pierrot and Rose are raised 
in an orphanage in Montreal in the middle 
of the Great Depression. Both suffered 
early childhood trauma at the hands of the 
nuns who ruled the orphanage with iron 
fists. But in the midst of dire despair, they 
find each other, discover their (almost 
magical) gifts, and make plans for their 
future. None of this plays out smoothly and their lives take 
discouraging turns and twists away from each other and into the 
depths of the Montreal criminal underworld. Ultimately, they 
will reunite and move toward their dream of creating 
entertainment that will wow their world. This book is captivating 
and joyful and romance rules much of the plot despite some of 
the dark subject matter. – Terry
Riverhead Books, $27.00. 

Lucky Boy by Shanthi Sekaran
Lucky Boy is a timely and heartbreaking 

immigration story, and a masterful debut. 
There are two immigrant families at the 
heart of this accomplished novel. Young 
marrieds, Kavya and Rishi Reddy, are 
second generation Indian Americans who 
live in Berkeley and want to become 
parents. Their attempts to get pregnant 
have not been successful and they find 
themselves on the road to adoption.

Solimar (Soli) Castro-Valdez’s story is 
one with which we are all too familiar. She traveled from 
central Mexico to Berkeley where her cousin helped her find 
a job and provides her with a way to begin her life as an 
illegal immigrant. When she finds herself pregnant, she 
incorporates her son into her new life as a nanny for a young 
family. When her life unravels, the interests of these two 
families intersect after Soli is detained and her son (Iggy) 
goes into foster care with the Reddys.

The collision course these two families are traveling toward 
is almost too terrifying to read. All three parents love Iggy 
unconditionally. There is no singular winner in this race to 
claim a beloved son. This is a current and important story of 
our time. – Terry
Putnam, $27.00.  

Y-Factor 
To Catch A Killer by Sheryl Scarborough

High school is hard for some kids. We 
all know that, but it is especially difficult 
for Erin Blake. When Erin was three her 
mother was brutally murdered, but Erin 
was spared. Fourteen years later and the 
murder is still unsolved. Erin’s biology 
teacher, Miss Peters, is helping Erin with 
a project to see if she can discover the 
identity of her father. When Miss Peters is 
murdered, Erin discovers her body. Erin 

believes the two murders are connected. Along with her BFFs 
Spam and Lysa she sets about to see if they can discover the 
identity of the murderer. Erin is intelligent, persistent, and not 
always likable. She keeps secrets from her friends and her 
guardian, Rachel, her mother’s best friend who took her in – 
secrets that put her and her friends in harm’s way. The mystery 
has a satisfactory ending, but also leaves the door open for 
further adventures. – Christine
Tor Teen, $17.99.  

The Star-Touched Queen by Roshani Chokshi 
Roshani Chokshi writes in poetry, building a world that 

envelops you in its beauty. She paints breathtaking details 
and breathes life into a band of characters that guide you 
down a mystic world of love, betrayal, 
life, death, happiness, and despair, but 
above all, hope. It’s a hope that we can 
overcome our mistakes and 
misunderstandings to one day find 
happiness. Our hardships and trials do 
not define us but open doors to paths that 
can simply make us stronger and while 
we cannot rewrite the past, we can grab 
the threads of our fate and weave the 
future we want.

I highly recommend you join Maya, the princess born 
under cursed stars and shunned by all, on her journey of 
self-discovery as she becomes the queen of a powerful 
kingdom and rewrites her stars. I wanted to highlight all the 
dialogue between Maya and Kamala as quotes and it was 
one of the most unique and special relationship between 
characters I’ve read in a really long time. This book is a 
must read. – Constance 
St. Martin’s Griffin trade paperback, $10.99. 

The Rithmatist by Brandon Sanderson
The Rithmatist is a fantasy story 

following a student named Joel, and takes 
place in a world ravaged by wild and 
magical beasts. Joel aspires to become a 
rithmatist, someone who has powers to 
control and fight with chalk. While he 
studies, rithmatists start to mysteriously 
disappear, leaving everyone concerned 
and confused. Joel, along with friends and 
teachers, starts to uncover the oddities of 
rithmatics and defeat evil. This book is 
filled with discovery and intense fight scenes near the end that 
are sure to keep you on the edge of your seat. – Xander  
Tor trade paperback, $10.99.  

Kelly’s Kids Pick for February 
The Uncommoners: The Crooked Sixpence  
by Jennifer Bell

Welcome to the world of Lundinor, a 
strange and wonderful marketplace hidden 
beneath London where uncommon items 
hold extraordinary magic. Here there are 
candles that make you invisible, yo-yos 
that turn into weapons, belts that enable 
you to fly…the more uncommon, the more 
magical! When young Ivy and her brother 
Seb find themselves in this mysterious 
world, they must use uncommon objects 
of the everyday world to fight off those who are after them. 
Along the way they must navigate their own relationship and a 
slew of long held family secrets. Jennifer Bell, a children’s 
bookseller in London herself, has written a charming and 
imaginative book, perfect for early fans of Neil Gaiman and 
lovers of magic! – Kelly 
Crown Books for Young Readers, $16.99.


