
Robert Crais
Signs Suspect
Friday, February 1, 7:30 PM 

Winner of the Anthony and Macavity Awards for his first 
novel, The Monkey’s Raincoat, Robert Crais’ love of writing 
began with a used copy of Raymond Chandler’s The Little 
Sister. The Monkey’s Raincoat featured Elvis Cole, a character 
loosely based on Robert’s own life. In 
the mid 1970’s the Louisiana native 
moved to Hollywood and began 
writing scripts for major television 
series. Eventually Robert returned to 
his love of novel writing. Suspect is 
Robert’s latest novel. This stand-alone 
features his newest character, LAPD 
cop Max Kent, and Maggie, a scene-
stealing German Shepherd. 

Janice Steinberg
Signs The Tin Horse
Saturday, February 2, 2:30 PM 

Janice Steinberg is familiar to MG’s 
readers for her work in the mystery field, 
including founding the San Diego 
chapter of Sisters in Crime and her 
Margo Simon series. Her new novel, The 
Tin Horse, has mystery elements, but 
more easily fits into our curated fiction 
section, with its exploration of family, 
sisterhood, history and the immigrant 
experience of one Jewish family in early 
20th century Los Angeles.

Stephen Blackmoore
Launch Party for Dead Things
Tuesday, February 5, 7:30 PM 

Stephen Blackmoore has his hand in a little bit of everything 
these days, from his two blogs (L.A. Noir and 
StephenBlackmoore.com) to organizing Noir at the Bar, and a 
multitude of things in between. Yet Stephen’s still found time 
to write Dead Things, his second novel. Dead Things is set in 
the same world as his debut novel, City of the Lost, an 
alternative L.A. where magic is real, 
dirty, and very bloody, but with a 
completely different set of characters. 
The protagonist, Eric Carter, is a 
Necromancer and bad decision maker. We 
promise to keep the Necromancy to a 
minimum, but we can’t make that 
promise for Stephen. Either way, there 
will be cupcakes. (And don’t miss 
Jaclyn’s review of Dead Things on the 
other side of this newsletter.)

Timothy Hallinan
Signs Little Elvises
Thursday, February 7, 7:30 PM

Timothy Hallinan’s website describes the 
second Junior Bender novel, Little 
Elvises, thus: “Compelled to get an aging, 
probably ganged-up music promoter off 
the hook for a murder he might well have 
committed, Junior Bender enters the 
world of truly awful rock and roll in 
search of the answer to a question that’s 
fifty years old — and almost gets killed 
doing it.” The ebook original series about 

the L.A. burglar has been optioned for film as well as brought 
to print. 

Darren Shan
Signs Zom-B Underground
Friday, February 8, 7:30 PM 

Darren Shan, the Irish bestselling author 
of Cirque Du Freak, The Demonata, and 
the Saga of Larten Crepsley series, will 
delightfully terrify teens and tweens with 
Zom-B Underground, the second in his 
epic bloody twelve book series. B 
awakens months after the zombies have 
emerged in Ireland, unable to remember 
the past few months, and uncertain whether the soldiers and 
scientists caring for him really have his best interests at heart. 

Love and Murder Event

Avery Aames, Kate Carlisle, Rochelle Staab, and 
Harley Jane Kozak
Sign To Brie or Not To Brie, Peril in Paperback,  
Bruja Brouhaha, and Keeper of the Moon
Saturday, February 9, 2:30 PM 

Four fabulous local authors explore how to keep the romance 
alive in a mystery when the dead body drops! Attendees will 
receive goodie bags, as well as enjoy a lively mini-panel 
discussion. 

In To Brie or Not To Brie, the fifth book in 
Avery Aames’ Cheese Shop Mystery 
Series, Charlotte Bessette is planning her 
best friend’s wedding. But when a body 
turns up in the freezer, it looks like the 
blueberry brie ice cream Charlotte created 
isn’t the only thing on ice.  

Golden Heart and Daphne du Maurier 
Award-winning author Kate Carlisle began 
her path to novelist with 20 years in TV (including appearances 
on The Gong Show). Kate’s rediscovered love of writing led to 
publishing in both the mystery and romance genres. Peril in 
Paperback is the sixth book in Kate’s Bibliophile Mystery 
Series.  

After refining her writing voice by 
creating radio promotion and writing 
weekly sales trend analysis, Rochelle 
Staab put her writing chops to the test by 
combining her fascination with the 
supernatural and love of mystery together 
to create the Mind for Murder Mystery 
Series. Bruja Brouhaha is the second 
novel in the series. 

Actor and author Harley Jane Kozak 
began her writing career with the Wollie Shelley Mystery 
series. With Keeper of the Moon, the second book in the multi-
authored The Keepers: L. A. Series, Harley turns her pen from 
solving mysteries to romancing the paranormal, with fellow 
authors Heather Graham and Alexandra Sokoloff.  

Ally Carter and Gail Carriger
Sign Perfect Scoundrels and Etiquette & Espionage
Sunday, February 10, 2:30 PM 

Is it any wonder Ally Carter chose to write 
mysteries? Her own life is as much of a 
mystery as any of her novels. Growing up 
in Oklahoma as the daughter of a farmer 
and a rancher, Ally may have spent her 
early years tending to the cows and 
chickens … but there’s no proof of that. 
Growing up on a farm may have led Ally 
to work in the agricultural industry before 
penning her first novel … but that might 
be top secret information. What can we 
tell you about Ally Carter? Her books have been published in 
over twenty countries. Perfect Scoundrels is the third book in 
Ally’s Heist Society Series … if her name even is Ally. We 
could tell you, but then …well, you know the drill.  

Prior to her career as a writer, Gail 
Carriger earned her Master’s in 
Archaeology and Anthropology. Looking 
for an outlet for her wicked sense of 
humor, Gail began writing. Best known 
for the popular Parasol Protectorate 
Series, Gail’s latest novel brings her fun 
and quirky style to the genre of young 
adult. Etiquette & Espionage is the first 
book in her new Finishing School Series. 
Although set in the same world as 

Soulless, Etiquette & Espionage takes place in an all-girls 
school, and during an earlier time period.  

Local Author Meet and Greet
Saturday, February 16, 2:30 PM 

Last summer’s Local Author Meet and Greet was such a hit, 
we’re doing it again. Join local authors from the South Bay, 
Los Angeles, and Orange County for this informal mixer. This 
casual setting enables readers to have the chance to talk with 
authors in a social setting and discover new authors who just 
may become a new favorite! Authors in all of our regular 
genres and more will be participating. Keep an eye on our web 
event calendar for frequent updates. 

Deborah Crombie
Signs The Sound of Broken Glass
Thursday, February 21, 7:30 PM 

Texas born author Deborah Crombie’s 
love of the UK is evident in her Kincaid / 
James Mystery Series. It was a post 
university trip to England that brought on 
Deborah’s love of England. Deborah 
immigrated to the UK shortly after her 
visit, first living in Scotland, and then 
England. Although Deborah now resides 
in Texas, she returns to England often and her latest novel,  
The Sound of Broken Glass, sets Kincaid and James back in 
Scotland Yard, with past and present London as the backdrop. 

Robert S. Levinson and Ed Kovacs
Sign Phony Tinsel and Good Junk
Saturday, February 23, 2:30 PM 

The theme is “write what you know” when Robert S. Levinson 
and Ed Kovacs spend a mysterious Saturday with us. Bob has 
had a long career in public relations, which has informed his 
mysteries. Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine wrote, “Phony 
Tinsel, set in 1930’s Hollywood, is a twisted tale of love, sex, 
and egos featuring a screenwriter named Charlie Dickens and 
the women who sink their claws into him.” 

Ed co-founded a security company in post-Katrina New 
Orleans, the setting for last year’s Storm Damage, which 
introduced ex-cop turned private investigator Cliff St. James, 
who returns in Good Junk.

Joanne Fluke
Launch Party for Red Velvet Cupcake Murder
Saturday, February 23, 2:30 PM at Elks Lodge  

After presenting a proposal for a 
cookbook featuring cookie bar recipes on 
one page and Minnesota anecdotes on the 
other, Joanne Fluke’s publisher suggested 
turning the cook book into a cozy 
mystery — and Hannah Swensen was 
born. She never looked back! Red Velvet 
Cupcake Murder is the seventeenth book 
in the Hannah Swensen Mystery series. 
Mysterious Galaxy is proud to be the 
bookseller at the launch party at the 
Chatsworth Elk’s Lodge in Canoga Park. 

Deep Cuts: Stories that Get Under Your Skin
With editor E.S. Magill and contributors
Sunday, February 24, 2:30 PM 

We wrap up February and Women in Horror Month with editor 
E.S. Magill and Deep Cuts contributors Lisa Morton, Nancy 
Holder, and Stephen Woodworth. The anthology consists of 
short horror stories by authors of all genders, and dozens of 
recommendations for a favorite horror story by a woman 
writer. Lisa Morton wrote the introduction; Nancy and Stephen 
contributed stories to the collection’s “Mayhem” section.  

Amber Benson
Launch Party for The Golden Age of Death
Tuesday, February 26, 7:30 PM 

With the fifth and final installment in the series, The Golden 
Age of Death, Calliope Reaper-Jones has 
(sometimes reluctantly) transformed from 
Death’s Daughter to Death herself. 
Shortly after assuming her position as 
CEO of Death, Inc., Calliope was 
transported to an uncanny realm, leaving 
friends and family to worry, and the 
unable-to-die to overrun the Earth. Join 
us in a celebration of Amber Benson’s 
vivid imagination – zombie apocalypse 
accoutrements optional. 

Looking ahead:
March brings: Sara Henry – March 1; C. Robert Cargill – 
March 4; Jessica Brody – March 5; Malinda Lo – March 7; 
Robert Hobbs – March 8; Mindee Arnett – March 9; Hilary 
Davidson – March 14; Naomi Hirahara – March 15; Cat 
Patrick – March 29; Sean Beaudoin – March 29; Kevin 
Emerson – March 29; Martha Brokenbrough – March 29; and 
WonderCon in Anaheim!
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Book Reviews!
Turn the page for what’s happening in San Diego 
and a few of our new book reviews.


