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Mary Pearson
Vow of Thieves

Ticketed Event

Sunday, August 4, 4:00 PM

Nathan Makaryk
Nottingham

Wednesday, August 7, 7:00 PM

Melissa de la Cruz
The Birthday Girl

Ticketed event

Thursday, August 8, 7:00 PM

Hollie Overton
The Runaway

Friday, August 9, 7:00 PM

Joy McCullough
Blood Water Paint

Saturday, August 10, 1:00 PM

Karna Bodman
Trust But Verify

With Sisters in Crime San Diego

Saturday, August 10, 3:00 PM

J.G. Faherty
Hellrider

Del Howison
The Survival of Margaret Thomas

Sunday, August 11, 2:00 PM

Ishta Mercurio
Small World 

Tuesday, August 13, 10:30 AM

Book Discussion Group
Emperor’s Soul

Wednesday, August 14, 7:00 PM

T. Jefferson Parker
The Last Good Guy

Friday, August 16, 7:00 PM

Bookstore Romance Day

Renee Carlino
The Last Post

Saturday, August 17, 4:00 PM

Robert Crais
A Dangerous Man

Sunday, August 18, 2:00 PM
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Science Fiction & Fantasy
Nottingham by Nathan Makaryk 

Makaryk’s Robin Hood-inspired debut 
Nottingham feels like a return to fresh, 
invigorating storytelling. There is so much 
to love about this book where captivating 
plot twists, nuanced characterizations, and 
superb writing all take center stage. Robin 
Hood himself is just one of the many 
characters whose perspectives, choices, and 
deeds – good or ill – make up the story. In 

Nottingham nothing is black and white. No one is a complete 
villain or hero. Makaryk’s layered characters and rich setting 
ground the story in a realistic and compelling narrative while 
clever dialogue throughout captures the familiar, jovial spirit 
of the Robin Hood legend. It’s a rare and special thing to have 
a novel so steeped in legend and folktale be such a breath of 
fresh air. An impressive debut and a strong contender for my 
favorite novel of 2019. – Kelly 
Forge, $26.99

Hollow Kingdom By Kira Jane Buxton
This is the zombie apocalypse like you’ve 
never seen it before! Things go sideways 
when S.T. the crow’s human, Big Jim, 
loses an eyeball. Jim’s worsening 
condition propels S.T. to leave the safety 
of domestic life, along with the simple, 
slobbering bloodhound, Dennis. Together 
they roam the ruins of Seattle, searching 
for purpose in this new, Cheeto-less world. 
While Hollow Kingdom mostly follows the 
foul-mouthed, human-loving crow, Buxton 

also takes the occasional detour to see how other animals are 
coping around the world. Not only is our corvid companion a 
profane delight, she also manages to effortlessly capture the 
aloof arrogance of a cat, the wise cadence of an elephant, and 
even the eternal serenity of trees. Hilarious and at times 
surprisingly poignant, Hollow Kingdom is a must-read for 
anyone with a sense of humor as black as a crow’s wing. – 
Darcy 
Grand Central Publishing, $27.00

Unsung Heroine by Sarah Kuhn
 Readers of Sarah’s Heroine Complex 
series likely already know the outcome of 
the romance between superhero trainer 
and karaoke vocalist extraordinaire Lucy 
Valdez and SFPD’s head of the Demon 
Unit, Rose Rorick – Sarah opens with the 
acknowledgement that Lucy and Rose 
have found their “Happily Ever After”, or 
at least their “Happy For Now”. Unsung 
Heroine gives both supporting characters 
a chance to shine while filling in their 
story, largely from Lucy’s POV, but also increasing readers’ 
sense of Rose via snippets of their text exchanges. Sarah’s 
classic touches of the otherworldly, strong friendships, and near-
pornographic descriptions of cuisine and couture are all on 
display in this amuse bouche of a novella. – Maryelizabeth
Daw Books, ebook $2.99

Master & Apprentice by Claudia Gray
Twenty years ago, I discovered my love 
for Star Wars. I was eight years old, 
sitting at the end of the front row of a 
sold-out movie theater when Phantom 
Menace premiered. I was too young to be 
disappointed, the way many fans of the 
original trilogy were. I’ve grown up to be 
an avid defender of the prequels, but at 
the time I was just enthralled. This movie 
was for me. The film opens with two Jedi, 
a Master and an Apprentice. Twenty years 
later, Claudia Gray has breathed life into this relationship that 
ended far too soon. This story, which takes place nearly a 
decade prior to Episode I, shines a light on the dynamic duo. 
Qui-Gon is a bit of a renegade, a student of prophecy who 
disagrees with many of the decisions of the Jedi Council. Obi-
Wan is a bit of a stickler, a by-the-books padawan determined to 
become a great Jedi Knight. When the two of them are sent to 
Pijal, they’ll be forced to reconcile with their beliefs and their 
faith in not only themselves, or the council, but the will of the 

Force. It’s everything my inner child could have hoped for and 
more. – Gary
Del Rey Books, $28.99

The Dragon Republic by R. F. Kuang
The Third Poppy War is over – Rin took 
care of the Nikaran Empire’s enemies with 
a complete and devastating show of power, 
but not without exacting a terrible cost. 
She cannot sleep and she cannot quiet the 
voices screaming in her head, not without 
a steady stream of opium and a deadly 
focus on revenge. But when an opportunity 
presents itself for her to rise above the 
aimless fog of her mind in the guise of the 
Dragon Warlord, she jumps at the chance 

to find purpose. How much will this road cost her, though, and 
does she have enough left in her to pay the price? Brutal and 
breathtaking in turns, this book won’t release you once you’ve 
turned the first page. In the stunning sequel to her Nebula Award 
nominated debut The Poppy War, R. F. Kuang delivers a 
shocking, twisting tale of an empire, and a woman, crumbling to 
ashes – only to be reborn in the fire. – Kylie 
Harper Voyager, $26.99

Emily Eternal by M.G. Wheaton
Emily Eternal begins with the end of the 
world. The sun is going out, and humanity 
only has six months left...which is bad 
news for the revolutionary artificial 
consciousness-turned-therapist Emily, who 
is just starting to figure humans, and 
herself, out. When she comes across an 
anomaly in her genetic database, her lab is 
brutally attacked, and her servers taken 
offline. Emily ends up on the run with two 
new friends, Jason, her crush from the 
university, and Mayra, a small-town sheriff. Emily wants 
answers, and not just for what happened at the lab — she wants 
to figure out how she can save humankind from obliteration, 
and why anyone in their right mind would want to stop her. 
With Emily Eternal, M.G. Wheaton raises interesting questions 
about the nature of memory, perception, and personhood, all 
against a backdrop of trying to preserve humanity while still 
staying true to what makes humanity human. Emily’s 
conversational internal monologue keeps the themes and 
science accessible, making this perfect for adults and teens 
alike. – Darcy 
Grand Central Publishing, $27.00

The Thrawn Trilogy by Timothy Zahn
“There’s always a bit of truth in legends,”  – Ahsoka Tano
After the Disney acquisition of LucasFilm 
in 2012, the Star Wars expanded universe 
was decanonized, with all of the books and 
comics of the previous decades rebranded 
as “Legends.” While no longer considered 
canonical, Timothy Zahn’s Thrawn Trilogy, 
which began with Heir to the Empire in 
1991, are among the most acclaimed 
stories of the old expanded universe. The 
series begins approximately five years after 
the events of Return of the Jedi. While the 
former members of the Rebellion struggle to unite the galaxy 
under the New Republic, a new threat rises from the fringes of 
the fallen Empire: Grand Admiral Thrawn. While his character 
has been reintroduced into the new Star Wars canon, these 
books show his cunning, his intellect, and his ruthlessness. 
Allied with Mara Jade, former Hand of the Emperor, Luke and 
company must stop the Grand Admiral before the Empire has a 
chance to rise again. – Gary
Heir to the Empire: Del Rey, $7.99

Mystery & Suspense
The Swallows by Lisa Lutz
The Swallows is a fantastic book full of 
mystery and revenge. You are pulled in 
quickly in the first few chapters, 
immediately wanting to know what the 
Darkroom is and why the girls at this 
school seem to dislike it so much. I have 
never read anything else by Lisa Lutz so I 
wasn’t sure what to expect. This story is 
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dark but satirical and fitting for the world we live in now. I 
loved the strong female characters that are in this book, 
especially the main character Alex Witt. She has taken the 
struggles that her life has given her and tried to make the best 
of a bad situation. The relationships between the schoolgirls is 
empowering and their actions reflect many women who are 
sick of the status quo and just want to watch the world burn. – 
Guest Reviewer Jordan Eaton 
Ballantine Books, $27.00

Someone We Know by Shari Lapena
Beautiful Amanda Pierce is found dead, in 
the trunk of her car at the bottom of a lake in 
the picturesque village of Aylesford, a quiet 
and affluent suburb in upstate New York. She 
and her husband, Robert, are rather recently 
married and new to the neighborhood. 
Amanda’s female neighbors found her to be 
very flirtatious with their husbands but none 
of them thought any of the men would act on 
her mischievous behavior. Nor did they 
imagine that one of their teenage sons would be breaking into 
their homes and hacking their computers. The community is 
certainly not the monotonous locality it used to be. Everyone 
is becoming quite paranoid; the strain is at a breaking point 
and one young man knows far too many of their secrets. An 
extremely entertaining reading experience that is hard to put 
down. – Guest Reviewer Bunny Hand
Pamela Dorman Books $27.00 

Stolen Things by R.H. Herron
R.H. Herron’s story, Stolen Things, 
begins with an ending. One of the biggest 
endings in anyone’s life: Innocence. A 
teenage girl is raped; left scared, alone, 
and desperate for help. In a weird twist of 
fate, her mother, a dispatcher at the local 
police department, is the one that 
answers the 911 call. But that’s only the 
tip of the iceberg. What begins as a heart 
wrenching tale of stolen innocence soon 
evolves into a tale of trust, scandal, 

police brutality, and murder. Herron is not afraid to confront 
readers with topics that currently run hot in American society, 
such as racism and xenophobia. All the while, she manages to 
keep tensions high and the story’s pace going at dizzying 
speeds. Despite some awkward hiccups with keeping to 
consistent characterization, Stolen Things is very much a well-
intentioned and thrilling debut novel from a promising author. 
– Nicholas
Dutton Books, $26.00.

Literary Fiction 
Midnight at the Blackbird Café by Heather Webber
Against her dead mother’s wishes, Anna Kate Callow has 
returned to tiny Wicklow, Alabama to bury her Grandma Zee. 
Despite plans to attend medical school, she finds herself 
spending the summer in Wicklow running the Blackbird Café. 
Traumatized by the death of her husband, Natalie Walker has 
returned to Wicklow to reunite with her family and face her 
demons. Wicklow is not a typical small southern town and the 
Blackbird Café is no ordinary eatery. Anna Kate, like this 
reader, is drawn to the colorful town and the eccentric 

residents that populate it which forces her 
to face her mother’s trauma as well as her 
family heritage. As Anna Kate and 
Natalie get closer, both family and town 
secrets reveal themselves. Wicklow is 
filled with magic, legend, history, and 
mystery. I found this charming book 
layered with enjoyable characters who 
have otherworldly problems. The daily 
issues touched by fantasy that haunted 
the townspeople drew me into the story and introduced a town 
worth visiting. I highly recommend this novel if you like 
female or family-centric tales spiced with magic and a century 
old legend. – Guest Reviewer Sandy Hale
Forge Books, $24.99

Tell Me Who We Were by Kate McQuade
 McQuade has written a collection of 
stories about six women that is likely to 
both resonate with readers for her astute 
observations, especially of emotional life, 
and linger in their minds like half-
remembered dreams. Passages like “I 
have never been so aware of the 
narrowness of the space between 
happiness and loss. They are two halves, 
I am realizing, of the same mass, sliding 
by each other in the night. And love, the 

canyon in between,” from “Wedge of Swans,” speak to the 
heart, chilling in their greater truths, even as the women 
encounter a series of challenging, unsettling life experiences. 
Recommended for readers of Tabitha King, Jennifer 
McMahon, and Shirley Jackson. Kudos to William Morrow’s 
art department for the evocative cover art as well. – 
Maryelizabeth
William Morrow, $25.99.

Time After Time by Lisa Gunwald
Grunwald’s latest book is a treat in every 
way. As in the past, she has selected a 
piece of history we know nothing about 
and emersed us in the time period. Her 
latest novel is set during WWII novel and 
takes place primarily in NYC’s Grand 
Central Terminal from 1937 to 1947 
when Joe Reynolds finds Nora Lansing 
on the floor of the terminal lobby 
following his shift working as a 
leverman, a job guiding trains into Grand 
Central Terminal. Joe and Nora come to understand that she is 
caught between two worlds after a tragic train accident, but 
this does not create enough of a barrier to these two who are 
immediately drawn to each other. Even as the war penetrates 
the life of the terminal and everyone around them, their love 
story persists. Time takes on a different meaning for Joe and 
Nora and readers will not view war, train terminals, and time 
in the same way after reading this beautful novel.  – Terry 
Random House, $27.00.

Young Adult & Kids
House of Salt and Sorrows by Erin A. Craig
House of Salt and Sorrows takes the fairy tale of the Twelve 
Dancing Princesses and twists it into an unnerving story that 

will keep you turning the pages into the 
early hours of the morning. Curses, nights 
of endless dancing, and ghosts weave 
together to create an intriguing world that 
feels like the New England coast of many 
years ago. With gods and magic 
seamlessly integrated into a tale of murder 
in a grand house overlooking the sea I was 
hooked. Erin harkens to the beautifully 
haunting atmosphere of Guillermo del 
Toro’s Crimson Peak and gives readers a 
unique mythology of a world that would be fascinating, if not 
terrifying, to visit. With great writing and a plot that truly 
swept me away, this was a thoroughly enjoyable read. – 
Constance 
Delacorte Press, $18.99

My Life as an Ice Cream 
Sandwich by Ibi Zoboi
It’s the summer of 1894, and Ebony-
Grace Norfleet is being sent from her 
home in Hunstville, Alamaba to spend a 
few weeks with her father in New York 
City. With her head among the stars and 
her imagination running rampant, the 
streets of Harlem are the alien planet No 
Joke City and she is Captain E-Grace 
Starfleet, sent to stop the evil 
machinations of the Sonic King and his Funkazoids. Steeping 
herself in the make-believe that her grandfather, an engineer at 
NASA, created with her back in Alabama, might make the 
summer more bearable for her, but it makes it pretty difficult 
to make friends, especially when she can’t help but think that 
every child on the block is one of the Sonic King’s nefarious 
minions. Join Ebony-Grace in this touching tale of growth and 
grief, friendship and family, as she navigates a strange, new 
world of hip-hop and block parties, double dutch and 
breakdancing, all while adjusting to a down-to-earth life that’s 
somehow more alien than anything she’s ever known. – Kylie 
Dutton Books for Young Readers, $16.99

Romance
The Right Swipe by Alisha Rai
The Right Swipe is a perfect summer 
cocktail of a sizzling romance mixed 
with all the elements of modern day 
complexity (apps, activism, social 
media!). Samson’s family is widely 
regarded as football royalty, but his 
father and uncle’s lives were both 
tragically struck short by CTE. He 
enters the tech world after the loss of his 
beloved uncle, but never expected to see the woman he 
ghosted after one night of passion, on stage with him as the 
CEO of a major dating app. Rhiannon’s insider knowledge of 
bad dating behavior and brutal previous break-up has made 
her wary of men and romance. But Samson’s vulnerability 
and honesty show her how to trust again, and both learn how 
to lean on one another. Hot POC, a badass protag, and a love 
story that addresses (but doesn’t preach) today’s major 
issues, if you’re looking for a delicious summer beach read, 
this is it! – Jackie
Avon, $14.99

August Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their  
favorite new books each month. As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and  

receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Gods of Jade and Shadow 
by Silvia Moreno-Garcia 
“Savage and beautiful in turns, 
this coming-of-age tale will 
captivate you from the very first 
page. “ – Kylie  

Young Adult
House of Salt and Sorrows  
by Erin A. Craig
“A unique mythology of a world 
that would be fascinating, if not 
terrifying, to visit. With great 
writing and a plot that truly swept 
me away, this was a thoroughly 
enjoyable read!” – Constance 

San Diego Union-Tribune Festival of Books
Liberty Station Point Loma

Saturday, August 24, All Day

Clare Di Liscia
Neliem

 

Marissa Kennerson
Tarot

Saturday, August 24, 2 PM

Cora Carmack
Rage

Ticketed Event

Tuesday, August 27, 7:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Dance of Thieves

Friday, August 30, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
And Then There Were 
Crumbs by Eve Calder 
“This delightful cozy has 
memorable characters...and a 
satisfying plot twist.” – Booklist

Mystery
Stolen Things  
by R.H. Herron 
“A thrilling debut novel from a 
promising author.” – Nicholas


