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Benjamin Gorman
The Digital Storm

Thursday, August 2, 7:30 PM

Kali Wallace
City of Islands

Garret Weyr
The Language of Spells

With Sally J. Pla and Margaret 
Dilloway

Saturday, August 4, 2:00 PM

Alexandra Bracken
The Darkest Legacy

Sunday, August 5, 4:00 PM 
(ticketed)

Mary E. Pearson
Dance of Thieves

Guest Host Robin LaFevers

Tuesday, August 7, 7:00 PM 
(ticketed)

Tim Powers
Alternate Routes

Thursday, August 9, 7:30 PM

Flynn Berry
A Double Life

Friday, August 10, 7:30 PM

Susanna Kearsley
Bellewether

Saturday, August 11, 1:00 PM

Gretchen McNeil
#MurderTrending

Guest Host Demetra Brodsky

Saturday, August 11, 4:00 PM

Michael Brandman
One on One

Eva Montealegre
Body on the Backlot

Sunday, August 12, 2:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction
The Stars Now Unclaimed by Drew Williams

Galactic civilization has collapsed, due to the 
pulse, a secret super-weapon gone awry. 
Amidst the general chaos, the galaxy’s only 
hope is special children with psi-powers 
which can counteract the pulse. Ace pilot and 
soldier Jane Kamali’s job is to find these kids 
and to bring them back to the secret base at 
Sanctum. Too bad the hideous Paxs want 
these kids too — to turn them into weapons 

in the Pax’s war for galactic domination. The Stars Now 
Unclaimed is good old-fashioned science fiction, chock-full of 
exciting fighting sequences in space and on the ground, with 
awesome aliens, robots, and animal predators, and with a high-
paced plot that grabs you from the get-go. Loads of fun. – 
Guest Reviewer David Joslin
Tor, $24.99.

Mystery & Suspense
Sweet Little Lies by Caz Frear

Debut author Caz Frear’s Sweet Little 
Lies is a superb police procedural with a 
generous dose of familial dysfunction. 
When Cat Kinsella was 8 years old and on 
vacation with her family in Ireland, she met 
Maryanne Doyle, a beautiful, bubbly 17-
year old, who disappeared and was never 
found. Cat had worshipped her, and her 
raffish father had flirted with her, but 
during the police inquiry he had lied about 
ever meeting her. Eighteen years later, Cat 

is a 26-year old member of London’s murder investigation team 
when she discovers that the murder victim in a recent case is 
Maryanne Doyle. As the team of detectives tries to solve both 
Maryanne’s disappearance and her murder, Cat keeps quiet about 
her prior knowledge of Maryanne and her father’s deceit. Frear 
is an accomplished, clever and engaging storyteller, and fans of 
domestic noir, strong female leads, police whodunits, and 
unusually talented new authors will savor this book. – Kim
Harper, $26.99.

The Ruin by Dervla McTiernan
This solid debut from Irish author McTiernan provides a 
compelling story that spans two decades and multiple mysteries, 
as well as examinations of the ways that public servants can 
provide resources for those in need, or fail them utterly, or 
worse. But the core element that won my praise was 
McTiernan’s constant reminder of the fact that the victims’ 
deaths leave holes in the other characters’ lives – they are not 
just plot devices to drive a whodunnit, but individuals who are 
mourned. An Indies Introduce Selection. – Maryelizabeth
Penguin trade paper original, $16.00.

Swift Vengeance by T. Jefferson Parker
Swift Vengeance is a riveting thriller 
involving a killer who targets a team of 
military drone operators. San Diego private 
investigator Roland Ford becomes involved 
when one of the fliers asks for his help after 
receiving a chilling death threat in the mail. 
Ford contacts local FBI terrorism specialist 
Joan Taucher, and things get serious fast 
when one of the drone operators is 
beheaded. A note left at the murder site 
promises more vengeance killings, and an 

urgent hunt for the killer begins. The vagaries of the war on 
terror and the soul-crushing work of drone fliers are vividly 
portrayed in this engrossing story, and guilt, justice, and 
retribution are prominent themes. World-weary and kind-hearted 
Ford is a sympathetic narrator with a heart-breaking backstory, 
and readers who enjoyed Parker’s The Room of White Fire will 
welcome him back. Highly recommended for fans of cat-and-
mouse suspense, geopolitical thrillers, and San Diego-based 
detective fiction. – Kim
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $27.00.

Under a Dark Sky by Lori Rader-Day
Eden Wallace is a young widow who’s afraid of the dark. When 
she discovers a reservation for a dark sky park in Upper 
Michigan that her late husband had booked months in advance 
for their ten-year anniversary, she decides to go. The only 

problem is she’s not the only person at the guest house. Six 
college friends are also there celebrating their own sort of 
reunion. Irritated, Eden plans to leave the next day, but in the 
middle of the night, one of the six friends is murdered. Now the 
guest house is a crime scene, and Eden and the five remaining 
friends aren’t going anywhere. In classic locked-room mystery 
style, everyone points the finger at the other and it’s anyone’s 
guess who the killer is. Rader-Day pieces together an engrossing 
and compelling whodunit, but it’s Eden’s harrowing, emotional 
journey that will resonate with readers. A brutally honest, raw 
look at grief and forgiveness. – Sarah
William Morrow trade paper original, $15.99.

Last Looks by Howard Michael Gould
Last Looks is a scorchingly funny debut 
thriller by screenwriter Howard Michael 
Gould. It features former top LAPD 
detective, Charlie Waldo, who has been 
living as an ascetic recluse in penance for 
his role in a terrible mistaken conviction. 
He reluctantly agrees to come out of 
seclusion to help with a case involving 
Alastair Pinch, an acclaimed 
Shakespearean actor-turned cheesy TV star 
accused of murdering his fourth wife. It 

does not look good for Alastair, a blackout drunk, who found his 
dead wife in their locked and alarmed LA mansion the morning 
after she was bludgeoned to death with a vase. The story follows 
Waldo’s investigation as he dodges threats to his life, while 
valiantly and hilariously trying to maintain a zero net carbon 
footprint and ownership of no more than “100 Things.” Along 
the way, Gould skewers everything from Hollywood and the 
criminal justice system to the off-grid subculture. Waldo is an 
engaging hero, but virtuoso Alastair steals the show. For fans of 
zany, fast-paced detective thrillers and modern day satire. – Kim
Dutton, $26.00.

#FashionVictim by Amina Akhtar
Who knew murder could be so chic? If 
you took Hannibal Lecter, gave him a sex 
change, dressed him up in this year’s 
Prada or Michael Kors, and set him loose 
on the snooty, stuck up, and disgustingly 
overprivileged of the fashion world, you’d 
have author Amina Akhtar’s main 
character, Anya St. Clair. Ms. Akhtar had 
worked in the fashion industry for nearly 
a decade before writing this book, which 
is why many of the references within feel entirely authentic. As 
for her main character, when she goes ignored by her supposed 
work BFF, Sarah, and is bullied into crash dieting by the head 
editor of the women’s fashion magazine they work for, the 
already psychotic Anya decides to take matters into her own 
well-manicured hands, in designer shoes no less. I ate up every 
page of this dark and witty look into the cutthroat fashion 
industry. It was so good, it must have been fattening. – Nicholas
Crooked Lane Books, $26.99.

Pieces of Her by Karin Slaughter
Pieces of Her is an intense, adrenaline-
fueled thriller involving a mother-daughter 
relationship and past secrets. The action 
begins when Laura and her daughter, Andy, 
are celebrating Andy’s 31st birthday at an 
upscale restaurant in Georgia and a mass 
shooter opens fire. Laura, a 55-year old 
speech therapist with no known military or 
self-defense training, takes out the shooter, 
killing him with his own weapon. A video 
of the incident goes viral, and a shocked 

Andy suddenly wonders how well she actually knows her 
mother. The excitement continues, and Andy, a shy and insecure 
underachiever, soon finds herself on the run, trying to stay alive 
and slowly piecing together her mother’s past involvement in a 
terrorist cult. The story alternates between events from Laura’s 
life 30 years ago and Andy’s present-day challenges, and abusive 
relationships, corporate greed, social injustice, revenge, and the 
power of a mother’s love are prominent themes. Expertly 
written, shocking and addictive, Pieces of Her is highly 
recommended for readers who enjoy action-packed suspense, 
twisty thrillers, and underdog female protagonists. – Kim
 William Morrow, $27.99.
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Middle Grade & Young Adult
Voyage of the Dogs by Greg van Eekhout

This is the voyage of the spaceship Laika. 
Its current mission: to travel to a new 
world, to survive without human 
companions and opposable thumbs, to 
boldly go where no dog has gone before!
When the four members of the canine 
crew of the Laika wake from hibernation 
to find themselves abandoned by their 
human counterparts, they know it’s up to 
them to complete the mission. And good 
dogs always complete their missions. The 

Secret Life of Dogs meets Up meets Lost in Space, or perhaps 
the canine version of The Martian. Discover what it’s like to be 
a dog, how dogs came to exist in the first place, and the bond 
dogs share with their human companions. Read about heroic 
historical canines. And best of all, learn about space travel from 
the perspective of a future bred-to-be-really-smart dog. A really 
good dog. A Barkonaut! A howling good read for the middle 
grader in your life. 
Woofbarkwoofbark woofwoofwoof woofwoofwoof 
barkwoofbarkbark! – Guest Reviewer Patrick Heffernan
HarperCollins, $16.99.

The Forest Queen by Betsy Cornwell
This was such a great Robin Hood 
retelling and I loved the female 
empowerment of the strong lead 
characters. It had the elements that 
endeared the original story to my heart 
while adding its own narrative that gave a 
new depth to a tale whose message 
connects with every generation. This 
merry band of characters shows how when 
we come together for a better future we 
really can make a change in the world. 

While this book does handle the oppression and abuse that 
women can face in a patriarchal society, it does so in a way that 
builds us up and encourages us to be stronger and kinder than 
those who seek to feel better about themselves by tearing others 
down. – Constance
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $17.99.

The Loneliest Girl in the Universe by Lauren James
Wow! What a ride! The Loneliest Girl in 
the Universe is a book that is as much of a 
psychological thriller as it is a space 
opera. Lauren James created a story that 
from start to finish pulls you in and 
doesn’t let go. It opens with Romy Silvers, 
a 16 year old girl who is all alone on a 
spaceship heading to a new planet. She 
lost both of her parents, and all the rest of 
the crew, when she was very young, 
leaving her isolated for most of her time. 

Her only means of communicating with a real person is when 
she gets messages from her therapist back on Earth. Each 
message takes over a year to get there and back. Then suddenly 
a spark of hope is sent to her. Another ship is on its way, so 
she’ll no longer be alone. She starts communicating with the 
lone passenger on the other ship. A boy named J. He is friendly 
towards her, and seems to be what she needs in a companion. 
But both are hiding secrets, and not everything is what it 
appears to be. Even though the story takes place on her ship, 
The Infinity, you don’t feel like you’re missing something when 
it comes to world-building. Romy has filled her small world 
with many things to keep her sane, and when she needs to “take 

a step outside” she does so, through her tv shows and the fan-
fiction that she writes. This story was a fast-paced book that I 
couldn’t put down. – Victoria
Harper Teen, $17.99.

Heart of Iron by Ashley Poston
When Ana’s android partner, Di, starts to 
experience debilitating glitches, she’ll 
stop at nothing to save him — but an 
Ironblood boy beats her to the coordinates 
that could save Di’s life. The two end up 
on the lam, racing towards the coordinates 
together, and along the way they discover 
secrets that will change their lives 
forever. If one were to put Firefly, 
Treasure Planet, and Don Bluth’s 
Anastasia into a blender, the result would 

be Ashley Poston’s Heart of Iron — it’s got a lovable and 
effortlessly diverse cast of characters, space adventures, and the 
classic trope of a long-lost princess. Poston has written an 
engaging and fast-paced tale, with an ending that will leave you 
chomping at the bit for the sequel. – Darcy
Balzer + Bray, $17.99.

Dive Smack by Demetra Brodsky
Dive Smack is a contemporary novel full 
of deception and manipulation, with an 
unreliable narrator who holds the truth of 
his past locked away in his own head. It 
shows the ups and downs of coping with 
loss at a young age while trying to still 
live a normal life when your world is 
everything but normal. Through the eyes 
of competitive diver Theo Mackey you’ll 
feel the excitement and awkwardness of 
asking out your crush for the first time, as 
well as the pain of haunting memories that won’t stop 
resurfacing and pointing to a truth to painful to see.
As someone who normally reads female protagonists, I loved 
that while reading this I wasn’t thinking about the characters 
gender. It felt natural to be inside a teenage boy’s head. I was 
simply reading engaging writing and characters. Demetra 
Brodsky’s book is an amazing debut and exciting story to see in 
the young adult community. – Constance
Tor Teen, $17.99.

The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue  
by Mackenzi Lee
The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and 
Virtue is told by Henry “Monty” 
Montague, a young lord from Britain who 
has more than a secret or two. Henry has 
been struggling with the fact that he is in 
love with his best friend, Percy, who has 
secrets of his own to hide. Together, along 
with Henry’s sister, Felicity, they start their 
grand tour of Europe and Monty knows 
that this might be his last chance at having 
fun before he takes over his father’s estate and Percy goes away 
to study law. Mackenzi Lee wrote a beautiful story about a young 
man coming to terms with the fact that he is attracted to boys 
more than girls, and that he needs to start being true to himself to 
be happy. All three of them grew up as the story progressed and 
learned things not only about themselves, but also about each 
other. Gentleman’s Guide takes you on more than a tour through 
the continent, it takes you on a journey of discovering who you 
are and being okay with who that is. – Victoria
Katherine Tegen Books, $18.99.

August Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Kill the Farm Boy by Delilah S. 
Dawson & Kevin Hearne
“Kill the Farm Boy is a giant pun on the 
classic fantasy story, but instead of just 
poking fun at themes of damsels in 
distress, cursed kingdoms, and evil 
wizards, this story also turns them on 
their heads.” – Nicholas 

Mystery/Thriller
Last Looks  
by Howard Michael Gould
“Waldo’s past forces its way into 
his life as he unwillingly drags 
himself through LA and the 
mystery surrounding this case, 
becoming a reluctant PI.” – Terry

Young Adult
Heart of Thorns  
by Bree Barton
 “A gripping, complex narrative 
balances emotion and logic in this 
trilogy opener, while vividly crafted 
characters and cinematic details 
create a world readers will want to 
get lost in.” – Publishers Weekly

Howard Michael Gould
Last Looks

Adam Walker Phillips
The Big Con\

Sunday, August 19, 2:00 PM

T. Greenwood
Rust & Stardust

Monday, August 24, 7:30 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Reading: Roar: A Stormheart Novel

Friday, August 24, 7:00 PM

T. Jefferson Parker
Swift Vengeance 
 

Monday, August 27, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Murder on Memory Lake  
by J.D. Griffo
“Griffo launches a series with 
something for everyone: eager 
young newshounds, well-
seasoned sleuths, and a stash of 
Italian recipes (some gluten-free) 
to boot.“ – Kirkus Reviews

The Second Annual San Diego 
Festival of Books

Venues Liberty Station 
Saturday, August 25, 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM

The San Diego Festival of Books, presented by The 
San Diego Union-Tribune, is a celebration of reading 
and writing and the important role they play in our 
lives and our communities. The festival’s goal is to 
provide a place where readers and authors can 
connect to share stories, ideas, and enthusiasm for 
the traditions, culture and values of the written word.

Growing and expanding upon its debut in 2017, the 
festival will feature more than 40 local published 
authors participating in discussions and book 
signings. In addition, the festival will include live 
entertainment, merchant vendors, a dedicated 
Children’s Pavilion and a variety of other programs. 
Book festival attendees will include a diverse mix of 
people that reflect the special nature of San Diego. 
Mysterious Galaxy is excited to take part in this 
community undertaking! Please visit us in our booth 
for books by attending authors, and a sterling 
selection of Staff Picks. #grababook 


