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J.M. Sidorova
Signs The Age of Ice
Friday, August 2, 7:00 PM

Debut novelist J.M Sidorova’s biography sounds almost as 
fantastical as her literary creations. Born in the Soviet Union, 
she moved to Seattle in 1990 and works as a research professor 
at the University of Washington, where she studies the cellular 
biology of aging and carcinogenesis. The protagonist of her 
genre-busting epic novel is an 18th-century Russian noble, 
cursed with longevity and an immunity to cold. His quest for 
the truth about himself spans two centuries and a stunning array 
of historical events.

Ilona Andrews
Signs Magic Rises
Saturday, August 3, 2:00 PM

Ilona Andrews is the pen name for the husband and wife team 
Ilona and Andrew Gordon. They have co-authored two series, 
the best-selling Kate Daniels urban fantasies, and romantic 
urban fantasy, The Edge. Magic Rises is the sixth book in the 
Kate Daniels series. Mercenary Kate Daniels and her mate, 
Curran, the Beast Lord, are struggling to save the Pack’s 
shape-shifting children, many of whom fail to survive to 
adulthood. The medicine that can help comes with a huge 
price. Come and meet this intriguing couple, and learn some 
of the secrets of great paranormal urban fantasy.

Young Local Authors Visit
James Morris and Henry, Josh and Harrison Herz
Sunday, August 4, 2:00 PM

Stop by and meet some real entrepreneurs as well as great 
young authors! James Morris recently graduated from high 
school and is publishing his second book in the Three Kingdom 
Series. Water Tower follows Sky Bound, both action-packed, 
young adult science fiction tales. James is also a singer and 
volunteers at Rady Children’s Hospital in San Diego.

Henry and his two sons comprise the writing trio behind 
fantasy easy readers Nimpentoad and, their latest, Twignibble. 
They have also started three web-based businesses. Come and 
meet this amazing young talent!

Heather Reid and Lisa Basso
Sign Pretty Dark Nothings and A Shimmer of Angels
Tuesday, August 6, 7:00 PM

The tagline for Pretty Dark Nothing warns, “Whatever you do, 
don’t fall asleep!” The debut novel by native Texan and 
passionate reader Heather Reid sets teens Quinn and Aaron 
against the deadly demons that stalk Quinn’s dreams.

Fellow Month9books debut author Lisa Basso’s A Shimmer of 
Angels gives teen Rayna Evans a difficult choice – admit she’s 

seeing angels, which she was hospitalized for previously, or 
conceal the truth at the cost of others’ lives.

Suzanne Lazear
Signs Charmed Vengeance
Saturday, August 10, 2:00 PM

The super-charming Suzanne Lazear asks on her website, 
“Why be normal when you can be paranormal?” and we can’t 
think of a good reason not to be the latter. Suzanne’s particular 
flavor of paranormal, The Aether Chronicles, continues her 
young adult faerie steampunk saga with Charmed Vengeance. 

Richard Kadrey
Signs Kill City Blues 
Sunday, August 11, 2:00 PM

Richard Kadrey has published seven novels; his latest 
Sandman Slim novel, Kill City Blues, was released at the end 
of July. James Stark, aka Sandman Slim, has managed to get 
out of Hell, renounce his title as the new Lucifer, and settle 
back into life in L.A; but the road from hell is not easy and 
everyone wants to take him down. Cool off on Sunday 
afternoon and let the best-selling author and photographer fill 
you in on his latest work and sign it for you. He might even 
tell his story of being immortalized as an action figure.

Samuel Sattin and Matthew Specktor
Sign League of Somebodies and  
American Dream Machine
Friday, August 16, 7:00 PM

Debut novelist Samuel Sattin is likely to be familiar to readers 
of io9 and Salon. Publishers Weekly’s starred review of his 
superhero-esque novel, League of Somebodies, notes “Sattin is 
genuinely funny and writes exuberant, engaging prose; the 
addition of the cheeky and light-hearted send-up of masculinity 
and its ridiculous tendencies makes this novel insightfully 
inquisitive and a pleasure to read.” 

Novelist and Los Angeles Review of Books editor Matthew 
Specktor set American Dream Machine in and around a 
fictional Hollywood talent agency, not unlike Creative Artists 
Agency, where his father, Fred, works. In a meta-moment, the 
novel is now in development for a series on Showtime with 
Dexter’s Michael C. Hall. 

Michael Shea
Signs Assault on Sunrise
Saturday, August 17, 2:00 PM

Michael Shea is an award-winning fantasy, horror and science 
fiction writer who also has hitchhiked across the US and 
Canada twice, attended UCLA and Berkley and has had 
careers in language instruction, construction and hospitality. 
Assault on Sunrise is the second in a trilogy that began with 
The Extra. Shea’s near-future dystopia features mechanical 
killing machines (like the huge praying mantis on the cover) 
that kill the extras in live action movies for the all-powerful 
video studio executives. Sound like fun? Join us for this 
interesting event.

Lara Parker
Signs Wolf Moon Rising
Wednesday, August 21, 7:00 PM

Lara Parker’s third Dark Shadows novel, Wolf Moon Rising, 
has a cover to complement the recent repackaged editions of 
her previous two books in the universe, The Salem Branch and 
Angelique’s Descent. The Memphis actress-turned-author 
played the sexy, cunning witch Angelique on the classic 
Gothic soap opera that inspired Tim Burrton’s recent horror 
comedy “Dark Shadows.” “I’m suddenly famous again, thanks 
to this movie,” says Parker, who traveled to London to make a 
cameo appearance in the film and surfed the red carpet for “a 
tsunami of photographers” during the movie’s 2012 
Hollywood premiere. Meet her at Mysterious Galaxy!

Whitley Strieber
Signs Alien Hunter
Saturday, August 24, 2:00 PM

Whitley Strieber is best known for his horror novels and for 
Communion, a non-fiction account of his perceived experiences 
with non-human entities. He refers to the beings as “the visitors,” 
a name chosen to be as neutral as possible to entertain the 
possibility that they are not extraterrestrials and may instead exist 
in his mind. He will be introducing his latest fictional work, Alien 
Hunter, in which detective Flynn Carroll searches for his missing 
wife and finds another world of thieves and murderers. Visit 
Whitley and get a better sense of what is real and what is not!

William Kent Krueger
Signs Tamarack County
Thursday, August 29, 7:00 PM

Violence and murder blow into Minnesota’s sleepy Tamarack 
County as ex-sheriff turned private eye Cork O’Connor returns 
in the latest installment of William Kent Krueger’s New York 
Times bestselling series. Publishers Weekly calls Tamarack 
County “a winter’s tale that will both break and warm the 
reader’s heart” in a starred review. Kent is also the author of the 
stand-alone novel Ordinary Grace, which came out in March.

Erin Quinn
Signs The Five Deaths of Roxanne Love
Saturday, August 31, 2:00 PM

Multiple romance award-winning Arizona author and former 
Southern CA resident Erin Quinn explores love and death with 
The Five Deaths of Roxanne Love. Publisher Pocket Books 
describes the new work from the author of the Mists of Ireland 
series as “Joe Black meets Nora Roberts in this paranormal 
novel featuring a woman who can cheat death and the Reaper 
who’s charged with ensuring her mortality.” 

Looking Ahead into September: 
Kathy Reichs – September 4; Kim Stanley Robinson – 
September 5; Gregg Hurwitz – September 7; Margaret Coel – 
September 8; Baron Birtcher – September 12; Jason M. Hough 
– September 23; Laurie King – September 24; Lyndsay Faye – 
September 26; William Gladstone – September 28 … and 
more Fabulous Fall Fun!
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Mystery and Suspense
Visitation Street by Ivy Pochoda

If you are in the mood for a slow-building, beautifully orchestrated character study 
intertwined with gritty mystery, sit down with Visitation Street. Two young girls, looking for 
excitement in their run-down Red Hook section of Brooklyn, take a raft out on the bay of the 
Hudson River and seem to simply vanish from sight. Val is found washed ashore, unconscious 
but still alive; however, June disappears without a trace. The rest of the story unfolds revealing 
the souls and ghosts of Red Hook, searching, broken, hopeful and healing. Everyone in the 
town is trolling for information on June’s disappearance while revealing their own mystery, 
pain and sometimes, magic. Ivy Pochoda has a way of telling stories within a story that is 
masterful and moving. – Bunny
 July’s Fantastic First’s Mystery pick. Ecco Press, $25.99

Night Film by Marisha Pessl
What’s the most disturbing film you’ve ever seen? Nothing compares to the films of Stanislas 

Cordova, the director at the center of this literary thriller. Scott McGrath is an investigative 
journalist who has been obsessing over Cordova for years; when Cordova’s daughter ends up 
dead, apparently from a suicide, it sets off a chain of events that lead to the doorstep of the 
twisted mind of Cordova and his associates. Marisha Pessl’s sophomore effort relies on the dark 
parts of your imagination as she details Cordova’s films and the investigation surrounding him. 
It’s creepy and unnerving but with dashes of humor that help release the ever-escalating tension 
of McGrath’s investigation. Pessl also uses modern social media and news websites in the novel 
in unexpected ways that add to the element of reality. The book makes you feel like Cordova is 
real and the darkness surrounding him might consume the reader as it does McGrath. – Emilio
Random House, $28.00.

Horror
Fiend by Peter Stenson

We’ve all come down from a meth-induced bender at the start of the 
zombie apocalypse. Fiend tells the tale of a young man’s struggle with the 
gnawing affection of the undead and his own addiction. Follow Chase as he 
gets to know his charming neighbors, such as a little girl and her dog (she’s 
eating the dog); a web-entrepreneur (who may or may not have turned during 
her adults only web-cam show); or, worst of all, his good friend, Typewriter 
(who is holding out on him, man!). Zombie lovers could get addicted to 
something this good. – Steve. 
Crown Publishing Group, $22.00.

Young Adult
Gorgeous by Paul Rudnick

Cinderella gets a contemporary, hip make-over in this over-the-top tale about Becky 
Randle, brought up in a trailer in East Trawley, Missouri by her single-mom who was too 
obese to ever leave their home. When her mom dies, Becky finds a phone number for the 
world’s most reclusive and renowned fashion designer. When they meet, Tom Kelly 
promises to make Becky the most beautiful woman in the world. When Becky reluctantly 
agrees, Rebecca Randle is “born” and brought into to the world of high fashion, mega stars, 
and a luxurious life known only to the richest, most beautiful people in the world. The one 
catch, (and there is always a catch, isn’t there?) is that to keep her beauty, Rebecca must fall 
in love and marry within one year. She sets out to do this in the most fantastical way with 
unexpected results, leaving many of her questions unanswered … until the completely 
charming end. – Terry 
Scholastic Press, $18.99.


