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Ashley Poston
The Princess and the Fangirl

In conversation with Leah Thomas

Thursday, April 4, 7:00 PM

Chad Stroup
Sexy Leper

Saturday, April 6, 2:00 PM

Danielle Paige
Mera: Tidebreaker

In conversation with Mary E. Pearson

Friday, April 12, 7:00 PM

Glen Erik Hamilton
Mercy River

With Sisters in Crime San Diego 

Saturday, April 13, 3:00 PM

Betty Webb
Desert Redemption

Monday, April 15, 7:00 PM

Delilah S. Dawson and Kevin 
Hearne
No Country for Old Gnomes

Stephen Blackmoore
Fire Season

Thursday, April 18, 7:30 PM

The National Endowment for the 
Arts Big Read: With Write Out Loud 
Apocalypse Panel

Jim Pascoe
Cottons: The Secret of the Wind

J. Dianne Dotson
Heliopause: The Questrison Saga: 
Book One

Saturday, April 20, 1:30 PM

Margaret Dilloway
Summer of a Thousand Pies

In conversation with Barrie Summy

Saturday, April 20, 4:00 PM

Alex Marshall
A War in Crimson Embers

Wednesday, April 24, 7:00 PM
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Science Fiction & Fantasy 
Upon A Burning Throne by Ashok K. Banker

The royal family of the Hastinaga Empire just 
delivered newborn twins, Adri and Shvate, 
with plans for one to become the future 
Emperor of the Burnt Empire. But in this 
land, birth lineage does not guarantee the 
right to the throne. The twins must pass the 
dangerous Test of Fire, where the true 
successor is decided by the throne itself. 
What follows is a downward spiral of chaos, 

conspiracy, rebellion, and war. Upon A Burning Throne starts at 
11 and dials up from there. The story is fast paced and pages 
fly-by at lightning speed, featuring solid action/suspense, 
intriguing characters, and plenty of twists and turns. Author 
Ashok Banker has written a unique epic fantasy that departs 
from the every-day Western European-style setting. Upon A 
Burning Throne is well worth your time. – Jared
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, $26.00

No Country for Old Gnomes  
by Delilah Dawson and Kevin Hearne

Imagine if The Lord of the Rings movies 
were produced by the fellas of Monty 
Python; that is how I saw No Country for 
Old Gnomes play out in my head. The 
writing talents of Delilah Dawson and 
Kevin Hearne have joined once again and 
produced another hilarious gem of a 
fantasy novel. No trope is deemed too 
sacred to not be made fun of by this 
author-pair. Every page was a delight, 
filled with cheeky humor and countless 

references to other well-known fantasy stories. For those 
who’ve been left reeling after finishing a seriously thrilling 
fantasy series, this novel is also a perfect palate cleanser for the 
brain. After reading No Country for Old Gnomes and its 
predecessor Kill the Farm Boy, I can’t wait to see what the third 
and final book in the Pell series will have in store. – Nick 
Del Rey hardcover, $28.00.

Miranda in Milan by Katharine Duckett
A mesmerizing exploration of what happens after the events of 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. Miranda and her father, Prospero 
have left the island where we last saw them and returned to 
Milan where all seems well: Prospero has regained his 
dukedom, Miranda is set to marry Ferdinand, and the island is 
far behind them both. But as Miranda navigates her “brave new 
world,” she comes to realize that her new life deserves a deeper 
exploration. Miranda in Milan takes Shakespeare’s wide-eyed 
and naive Miranda, and creates a compelling, nuanced character 
in her own right, all the while exploring the very themes—love, 
secrecy, magic, power—that make The Tempest one of 
Shakespeare’s most engaging and thoughtful plays. With magic 
and romance to boot, this book is highly recommended! – Kelly 
Tor.com, $14.99

The Bird King by G. Willow Wilson
The time of the Emirate of Granada - the last Muslim kingdom 
on the Iberian Peninsula - is running short. The forces of 
Ferdinand and Isabella of Christian Spain are closing in, and 
agents of the Spanish Inquisition are not far behind. For Fatima, 
the sultan’s favorite concubine, life outside of the palace 
grounds in unfathomable. Though when visitors from Spain 
come under a banner of truce, she makes the mistake of 
befriending a woman who reveals her allegiance to the 
Inquisition and its crusade to eradicate sorcery. Fatima might 
have emerged unscathed, if not for her best friend Hassan, the 
palace mapmaker, who has an uncanny and inexplicable ability 
to create detailed maps of places he’s never seen, and even bend 
reality to suit his needs by making a few marks upon a piece of 
parchment. For love of her friend, Fatima braves the outside 
world and all its dangers, and drags her friend upon a journey to 
find safety far from uncertainty. With the help of magic, jinn, 
and unexpected allies, they will fight for a place to call their 
own. From G. Willow Wilson, the writer of the celebrated Ms. 
Marvel comics, The Bird King is full to the brim with gorgeous 
prose that will enchant you, and is a beautiful exploration of 
faith, love, and sacrifice. Pick up this book, get swept away, and 
join Fatima and Hassan on their flight to freedom! – Kylie
Grove Press, $26.00

Young Adult & Kids
Lovely War by Julie Berry 
Immortal figures Aphrodite and Ares narrate 
the story of four mortals whose lives and 
love entwine during The Great War: young 
Hazel and James meet and fall in love just 
before James is set to ship out to the 
trenches, and Aubrey, a talented musician 
and Colette, a beautiful singer, both can’t 
help but fall for one another during the war. 
As their four fates collide, these young lovers 
suffer not only the nightmare and tragedy of war, but also the very 
real prejudices and hatred on their own soil. Full of history, 
mythology, and humanity, Lovely War is a sweeping and 
enchanting novel of loss and love during The Great War, and a 
testament to the enduring force of the human heart. – Kelly
Viking Books for Young Readers, $18.99

The Princess and the Fangirl by Ashley Poston
Poston’s stellar love letter to fandom continues, this time 
focusing on the female lead in the Starfield franchise relaunch 
film and one of the character’s biggest fans. Actress Jessica 
Stone is the opposite of lead actor Darien 
Freeman (romantic interest in Geekerella) 
– she’s no closet fan and she doesn’t “get” 
fandom in general. Jessica’s only 
interested in recreating the iconic role of 
Princess Amara as an acting job, one she 
hopes will open non-genre movie doors for 
her, especially following the character’s 
noble death at the end of the film. Superfan 
Imogen Lovelace is not only leading a 
#SaveAmara campaign, but also looks 
uncannily like Jessica, especially when sporting an artistic 
SPACE QUEEN beanie. Intrigue around the sequel’s script 
gives the two a reason to swap places during ExcelsiCon, 
leading to general con-fusion and growth opportunities for both 
young women. Highly recommended. – Maryelizabeth
Quirk, $18.99.

Descendant of the Crane by Joan He 
Hesina never wanted to be queen – but 
when her father, the king, is murdered, she 
is thrust into power, forced to lead an 
unstable kingdom that is on the brink of 
war with its neighbor. As she tries to find 
justice for her father, she must confront 
forbidden magic, devastating secrets, and 
lies that are centuries old. Will she be able 
to save the people she loves as well as the 
kingdom? Or must she sacrifice one for the 
other? With entrancing prose, surprising 
twists, and memorable characters, this book will capture your 
imagination as it pulls you deep into the realms of court politics 
and scheming officials, family secrets and budding love. Even 
after you read the final page, the beginning of Hesina’s journey 
and her indomitable spirit will stay with you long after. – Kylie
Albert Whitman & Company, $17.99

Mera: Tidebreaker  
by Danielle Paige and Stephen Byrne
DC Comics’ new young adult imprint, DC Ink, gets off to a 
strong start with Danielle Paige’s rendition of Mera’s teenage 
adventures, including her first encounter with Arthur Curry 
(AKA Aquaman). Princess Mera of Xebel, 
daughter of a warrior, struggles with the 
Xebellian people’s oppression at the hands 
of the Atlanteans, and feels constrained 
both by her role in the royal family and her 
father’s limitations on her. Confident in the 
training she has received from Hikara, she 
leaves familiar troubled waters in pursuit 
of the mysterious heir to Atlantis, intent on 
assassinating him. Paige’s television 
background serves her well in 
understanding the different storytelling pacing of the medium, 
managing to incorporate themes of romance, preconceptions 
and prejudice, and coming-of-age while still leaving plenty of 
room on the page for Byrne’s art. The limited palette with its 
emphasis on Mera’s trademark red locks is a particularly 
effective choice in a book satisfying to both established fans and 
new readers. – Maryelizabeth 
DC Ink trade paper original, $16.99.
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Mystery
Miracle Creek by Angie Kim

South Korean immigrants Young and Pak 
Yoo run a pressurized oxygen chamber 
called the Miracle Submarine for “dives,” 
an experimental method of healing such 
ailments as infertility and autism. A 
tragedy occurs when a fire starts and the 
Miracle Submarine explodes killing two of 
the patients and injuring others, including 
Pak and their teenage daughter, Mary. 
Most of the story revolves around the trial 
of Elizabeth, a mother whose autistic son 

died in the explosion. Most evidence seems to point to 
Elizabeth, but slowly we learn everyone that day was hiding 
secrets and had reason to blow up the submarine. This isn’t a 
typical legal thriller, although this part of the story was 
compelling and I love a good courtroom drama. It’s a story 
about family, immigration, and consequences for your actions. 
The multiple POV storyline was handled skillfully and Kim’s 
prose is beautiful. A powerful unforgettable novel that was both 
uplifting and heart-wrenching. – Sarah
Sarah Crichton Books / Macmillan, $27.00

The Last by Hanna Jameson
It finally and unexpectedly happens: 
nuclear war devastates all the major cities 
in the world and those that are left have to 
survive the aftermath. Jon Keller, an 
American professor, is stranded at a 
remote hotel in Switzerland along with a 
motley group from everywhere and 
anywhere. They must band together to 
survive the uncertain times - though when 
a body is found in the hotel, tensions rise 
as Jon tries to find the culprit. In her 
riveting psychological thriller, author Hanna Jameson asks us 
this question: what kind of person will you be at the end of the 
world? – Kylie
Atria Books, $27.00

Confessions of an Innocent Man by David R. Dow 
This is the best legal thriller I have read in 
a very long time. And the fact that it is 
based on the real-life experiences of 
David Dow, Founder and Director of the 
Texas Innocence Network, makes it even 
more compelling. Rafael Zhettah is a 
descendant of Mexican immigrants. He is 
an excellent chef and the proprietor of a 
restaurant in Houston. He meets the love 
of his life at his restaurant and despite the 
differences in their ages and backgrounds 

they are happily married … up until the day she is murdered in 
their home. 

Rafael is wrongly accused of her murder and ends up on death 
row in Texas. His death row experience is at once harrowing 
and fascinating and you will not be able to tear yourself away 
from the details of Rafael’s life in prison. There will be no 
spoiler alerts in this review, I only want to say that readers will 
be surprised and then surprised again at the turns of Rafael’s 
story while in a parallel narrative he relives the details of his 
marriage, which is nothing less than a grand love story. The 
insight and commentary on our legal system add to this 
suspenseful tale without taking anything away from this story 
about an Innocent Man.
I predict that Dow will be the next Andrew Vachss, 
championing those without a voice and shedding light on our 
justice system which is mostly unknown by most of us. – Terry 
Dutton, $27.00

Graphic Novels
Man-Eaters Volume 1

Cain, Chelsea (Author), Niemczyk, Kate 
(Artist), Miternique, Lia (Artist)
It is easy to say that Man-Eaters Volume 1 is 
a fantastic graphic novel for fans of Bitch 
Planet or Paper Girls. After that, reviewing 
Man-Eaters is hard because it refuses to be 
classified. It could be loosely defined as an 
urban fantasy story, in that it has 
shapeshifting and a modern setting. It is also 
a noir mystery and a dystopic science-fiction 

story about what gender discrimination does to the psyche of 
young people. It is serious and funny in a political way, while 
also telling a dark story of a series of grisly murders without 
delving into gore. Ultimately, I am not sure what genre it fits into, 
but I am sure I want to read the next volume! –Sam
Image Comics, $12.99

Young Adult Backlist
Devils & Thieves by Jennifer Rush

Set in a gritty world of magic and 
motorcycles, Devils & Thieves is a fast 
paced read that is a thoroughly enjoyable 
YA urban fantasy you’ll burn through. 
Jemmie, the main character, is a talented 
“kindled” but magic literally makes her 
sick and as she loses control to numb the 
pain and hide it from those around her, the 
ugly history of old feuds and blood magic 
begins to surface and demand retribution. 
When people start to go missing and 

Jemmie’s best friend becomes one of them, she’ll have to see 
just how far she’s willing to go to save those she loves with the 
help of the one bad boy she can’t get out of her head. (This 
review is based on the audiobook edition provided by libro.fm) 
– Constance 
 Little Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99

April Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Memory Called Empire  
by Arkady Martine 
“Rich with wondrous imageries, 
fascinating cultural etiquettes, and 
polished dialogue just as arresting 
as it is hilarious, A Memory Called 
Empire is a fresh and welcoming 
addition to the bulging shelves of 
science fiction.” – Nick 

Young Adult
Wicked Saints  
by Emily A. Duncan
“A tale of opposing theologies and 
magic systems whose characters learn 
that we all bleed the same color and 
scar just as easily as those we label 
enemy. Wicked Saints is about the 
cruelty of humanity but also of its 
potential to learn and fight for 
something better” – Constance

Young Adult Book Club
Sherwood

Thursday, April 25, 7:00 PM

Kelly Barnhill
Dreadful Young Ladies and Other 
Stories, The Girl Who Drank the Moon 

In Conversation with  
Shannon Messenger

Friday, April 26, 7:00 PM

Independent Bookstore Day 
Saturday, April 27

Dana Fredsti
Lilith: Blood Ink

12:00 PM

Sam Hooker
Soul Remains

2:00 PM

Ashok Banker
Upon a Burning Throne

3:00 PM

Marie Andreas
The Diamond Sphinx

Sunday, April 28, 2:00 PM

Daniel Suarez
Delta-v

Monday, April 29, 7:00 PM

Ian Doescher
William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About 
Mean Girls, William Shakespeare’s Get 
Thee Back to the Future!

Tuesday, April 30, 7:00 PM

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Pruning the Dead by Julia Henry
Post-retirement aches and pains can’t 
prevent sixty-five-year-old Lilly Jayne 
from keeping the most manicured 
garden in Goosebush, Massachusetts. 
But as a murder mystery blooms in the 
sleepy New England town, can a green 
thumb weed out a killer?

Mystery
The Last by Hanna Jameson 
“In her riveting psychological 
thriller, author Hanna Jameson 
asks us this question: what kind of 
person will you be at the end of 
the world? – Kylie.  


