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Jenn Polish
Lunav 

Monday, April 2, 7:00 PM

Scott Sigler
Earthcore 

With Jonathan Maberry and  
Ray Porter

Tuesday, April 3, 7:30 PM

Libby Klein
Class Reunions are Murder

Wednesday, April 4, 6:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
General Interest Meeting

Thursday, April 5, 7:00 PM

Sarah Andersen
Herding Cats: Sarah’s Scribbles

Friday, April 6, 7:30 PM

R.D. Trimble
Middle School Madness

Saturday, April 7, 2:00 PM

The Writers Coffeehouse
With Jonathan Maberry

Sunday, April 8, noon

The National Endowment for the 
Arts Big Read Book Discussion
Pretty Monsters

Wednesday, April 11, 7:00 PM

Jeffery Deaver
The Cutting Edge

Thursday, April 12, 7:30 PM

Lee Goldberg
True Fiction

Dennis Palumbo
Head Wounds

Saturday, April 14, 2:00 PM

Elena Hartwell
Three Strikes, You’re Dead!

Christina Hoag
Skin of Tattoos

Corey Lynn Fayman
Desert City Diva

Sunday, April 15, 2:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction
Space Opera by Catherynne Valente

Space Opera! Exactly what Catherynne 
Valente’s new brilliant hoot of a novel is 
about! Aliens arrive (weird and nutty ones), 
and they have serious doubts if humans are 
really civilized. Their test: a human band 
has to compete in the galactic version of 
Eurovision and not finish dead last. Our 
champion: Decibel Jones, a washed out 
glam-rock David Bowie has-been. The 
result: great lunacy and fun! And, along the 
way, an unending stream of the best bon-

mots since Christopher Moore! Space Opera has the funniest 
opening line of any novel I know of. And that’s just the 
beginning. Enthusiastically recommended! – David
Saga Press, $19.99.

Circe by Madeline Miller 
Beautifully composed and deeply 
compelling, Circe is hands-down one of the 
best novels of 2018. As she did in Song of 
Achilles, Miller recreates the ancient and 
enchanting world of Greek mythology, this 
time focusing on ocean nymph Circe. Cast 
out of her home and exiled to the island of 
Aiaia, Circe turns not only to her 
enchantments, but also to the world of 
Mortals, becoming close with legendary 
figures like Daedalus, Odysseus, and 

Penelope. Miller’s delicate, yet stunning prose swept me off my 
feet — I wanted to savor every moment with Circe in her 
immortal world. Introspective, soft, at times simply breathtaking, 
but always beautiful. So, so beautiful. – Kelly
Little Brown, $27.00.

The Shape of Water  
by Guillermo del Toro & Daniel Kraus 

By now many of you have probably seen 
The Shape of Water in theaters and know the 
story of the mute janitor, her African-
American friend and coworker, her gay artist 
neighbor, and the reluctant Russian spy who 
conspires with them. All of them outcasts of 
society, coming together to save an 
amphibian man plucked from the Amazon 
by a manic soldier to be dissected and 
weaponized in the name of the US 

government. The novelization of this year’s Best Picture, having 
been written concurrently yet separately from the film, truly 
takes advantage of its medium, allowing us a more profound 
insight into the characters we love – and love to hate – from the 
film, with enough lush details and differences for it to stand out 
on its own. Get ready to dive into the pages and fall in love all 
over again. – Darcy
Feiwel & Friends, $26.99.

The Poppy War by Rebecca Kuang
With war-shamans, Chinese mythological 
monsters, and a fully-realized social world 
and back story based on Chinese history, 
Rebecca Kuang’s The Poppy War is a 
stunning, distinctive, and completely 
original debut. Her lead character, Rin, is 
now the type example of the kick-butt 
heroine. An outsider — orphan, peasant, 
dark-skinned — she claws her way into and 
through the elite military school at 
Sinegard. Armed with terrible powers taken 

from the gods, she faces the most extreme moral quandaries of 
how far she will go to protect her country and to avenge her 
people. Open the front page, and the story sweeps you away. I 
can’t believe this is the author’s first book: so accomplished, so 
powerful, so wonderful! And so, so recommended! – David
Harper Voyager, $26.99.

Mystery & Suspense
The Cutting Edge by Jeffery Deaver

The Cutting Edge is a masterful forensic 
thriller, featuring quadriplegic criminalist 
Lincoln Rhyme. After a gruesome triple 
murder in Manhattan’s diamond district, 
Rhyme is recruited by his former NYPD 
partner to help with the investigation. The 
killer left no clues, and the single witness 
who called 911 has disappeared. Rhyme and 
his partner, Amelia Sachs, begin 
investigating, and numerous plotlines 
unfold. Geothermal drilling, diamond-rich 

kimberlite, Manhattan earthquakes, gas-leak fires, a captured 
Mexican drug lord, a Russian lunatic, and a villainous mastermind 
in Paris all feature. Rhyme and Sachs use their Sherlockian 
deductive skills, vast knowledge of forensic science, field 
expertise, and state-of-the art technology to connect the dots in 
this intricate thriller. The final plot twist is spectacular. Another 
home run in the Lincoln Rhyme series, this installment will appeal 
to fans of puzzle mysteries, page-turning thrillers and C.S.I. – Kim
Grand Central Publishing, $28.00. Meet the author on April 12! 

Skyjack: A Kidnap-and-Ransom Thriller  
by K.J. Howe
Immersive action scenes and nuanced understandings of 
persuasion, power, and manipulation 
inform the second novel featuring kidnap 
and rescue expert Thea Paris and her allies, 
adversaries, and family members (some of 
whom fall into more than one camp). From 
its nausea-inducing opening scene of a 
skyjacked plane being forced to land in the 
Libyan Desert to its explosive dramatic 
multi-agenda actors finale, Skyjack never 
loses sight of the very human motivations 
and foibles of its protagonists and 
antagonists. My favorite new thriller series. – Maryelizabeth
Quercus, $26.99. Meet the author on April 20!

Meet Our Booksellers

Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, 
plots that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some 
of the things that make a great book for her. 

Darcy:  
Raised by a librarian, Darcy grew up surrounded by books. 
She has an affinity for robots, fun scifi, and old-fashioned 
worlds of whimsy. 

David: 
An unlikely child of reason and romance, David loves 
science fiction and fantasy — anything surprising, beautiful, 
and true. 

Kelly: 
Kelly is a reader of all things fantastic: from children’s 
fantasy literature (especially Harry Potter) to modern fantasy 
to medieval literature. Dark, lush, magical, and folk/ fairy-
tale stories are sure to capture her heart.  

Kim:
Crooks, murderers, detectives, and spies – a lover of mystery 
and suspense, Kim is a crime novel enthusiast.

Maryelizabeth:
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s focus 
genres and media (prose, sequential art, ebooks, and 
occasionally audiobooks), with an emphasis on sociological 
fiction..
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Macbeth by Jo Nesbo
Jo Nesbo’s Macbeth is a violent, propulsive 
thriller based on Shakespeare’s classic 
tragedy. It involves the struggle for 
power in an industrial 1970’s Scottish 
town reeling from unemployment, drug 
addiction and corruption. A young and 
ambitious Macbeth becomes the 
unwitting pawn of a manipulative drug 
lord, and his descent into drug-fueled 
brutality drives the action. Layers of 
treachery, betrayal, guilt and love are 

woven into the murderous plot, and constantly shifting 
viewpoints narrate the story. Filled with complex characters, 
unrelenting violence and technicolor action scenes, this drama 
is pure Nesbo. For fans of moral dilemmas, Scottish noir and 
the Bard’s famous play. – Kim
Hogarth, $27.00.

The Perfect Mother by Aimee Molloy
The Perfect Mother is an ingeniously 
plotted domestic noir thriller with a 
generous side of spot-on social 
commentary. The action begins when a 
group of Brooklynite new mothers are 
enjoying a baby-free “moms’ night out” 
and one of their babies is abducted. The 
story focuses on three of these young 
mothers as they are engulfed by the 
ensuing police investigation and media 
frenzy. Marriages are stressed, careers 

are in jeopardy, painful secrets become public media fodder, 
and no one is getting much sleep. Intermittent chapters 
feature an unreliable mystery narrator, providing more clues 
to the case. Molloy’s meticulously crafted puzzle ends with 
a shocking plot twist that deliciously confounds the reader. A 
movie version is already in the works. Highly recommended 
for fans of psychological suspense and astute social 
commentary. – Kim
Harper, $27.99.

Young Adult
The Traitor’s Game by Jennifer A. Nielsen 

With destinies awaiting fulfillment, deadly 
secrets, and forbidden romance, The 
Traitor’s Game has many of the elements 
readers love in YA fantasy. I enjoyed the 
blend of technology and magic the author 
weaves into the background of the story as 
well as the constant questioning of where 
each character fits into the plot. Few 
characters are definitively good or bad, but 
are products of how the kingdom and their 
lives have treated them. Their experiences 

tug them between old loyalties and what they believe is right and 
good. The question of does the end truly justify the means plays a 
big part in this tale. Is freedom truly found in replacing one 
monster with another? Our protagonists play a deadly game but 
only one is foretold to win. If you liked The Red Queen or The 
Winner’s Curse, I’d add this to your reading pile right away. – 
Constance
Scholastic, $17.99.

Ash Princess by Laura Sebastian
This was an intense dark read that delves 
into what desperation and the will to 
survive can turn a person into. The main 
character is a fractured person who has to 
rebuild her identity to not only save herself 
but her kingdom before it is destroyed by 
the monstrous king who slit her mother’s 
throat and took her crown.
This isn’t a story about swords and epic 
battles. It is about the war we wage internally with ourselves 
and how intelligence and manipulation can be a woman’s 
greatest set of skills. These characters engaged with me because 
they show how neither life nor people are black and white. We 
all have the capacity for cruelty as well as kindness and the line 
that keeps us from becoming that which we hate can be a very 
fragile thing. I loved this book. – Constance 
Delacorte Press, $18.99. Meet the author on April 30th!

April Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4 to 6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Space Opera  
by Catherynne 
Valente
“Space Opera has the 
funniest opening line of 
any novel I know of. And 
that’s just the beginning.” 
– David 

Mystery/Thriller
Paris by the Book  
by Liam Callanan
“What are the stages of 
grief? Can love evolve into 
something unhealthy, or 
become an obsession?” – 
Guest Reviewer Sandra Hale

Young Adult
Ace of Shades  
by Amanda Foody
“Foody takes her time building 
this darkly twisted tale, giving 
readers a city of sin they won’t 
want to leave and a band of 
characters they’ll want more of 
after the last page.” – Constance

Science Fiction/ Fantasy Paperback
School for Psychics  
by K.C. Archer
Now in development for a 
television series on The CW –  
a group of psychics in training 
slowly learn that misdirection 
can be as dangerous as mind 
control.

K.J. Howe
Skyjack

Friday, April 20, 7:30 PM

Roshani Chokshi
Aru Shah and the End of Time

Tuesday, April 24, 7:00 PM

Young Adult Book Club
Discussing The Belles

Thursday, April 26, 7:00 PM

The National Endowment for the Arts Big Read
Authors in Conversation 

Kali Wallace

S. B. Divya

Kirsten Imani Kasai

Friday, April 27, 7:30 PM

Independent Bookstore Day

Saturday, April 28, all day

Laura Sebastian
Ash Princess

Jessica Cluess
A Poison Dark and Drowning

Monday, April 30, 7:00 PM

Young Adult
Orphan Monster Spy  
by Matt Killeen
“In 1939 … Sara must 
become a cold, calculating 
girl and ingratiate herself 
with the in-crowd, teenage 
girls who make Nazi soldiers 
seem benign.” – Guest 
Reviewer Sandra Hale

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Natural Thorn Killer 
by Kate Dyer-Seeley
Budding floral artist Britta 
Johnston hand-crafts 
colorful bouquets and 
stumbles upon bodies on 
the cobblestone streets of 
Riverplace Village in 
Portland, Oregon. 

Save these Dates!
Independent Bookstore Day!
Independent Bookstore Day celebrates local brick-and-mortar 
bookstores all across America. This year’s celebration takes 
place on April 28. Mysterious Galaxy and many of our fellow 
indies will be doing lots of fun stuff all day long, and will offer a 
range of unique book-related items and prints for sale only on 
that day, and only in-store.

We will have a half dozen exclusive Independent Bookstore Day 
goodies, including items from Jordie Bellaire & Vanesa R. Del 
Rey and Margaret Atwood, a gorgeous Literary Map of the 
Universe, Independent Bookstore Day garbed plushes, a Harry 
Potter 20th Anniversary special item, and more exciting 
exclusives you’ll have to stop in to discover! (Sorry, no holds, 
pre-orders, or telephone or on-line orders.)

This year Mysterious Galaxy will also be a stop on the San Diego 
Booksellers Bookstore Crawl! Nine local bookstores are participating 
– watch for passports and more information in-store soon.

Mysterious Galaxy San Diego 25th Birthday Bash
Celebrating 25 years of Sharing the Magic of Books on 
Saturday, May 12. Stay tuned for details of this special gala 
celebration!!

Introducing our Young Adult Book Club 
 
The Mysterious Galaxy Young Adult Book 
Club has one simple mission, to 
bring together people who love reading 
YA in a fun group where we can talk 
about amazing stories.

This club meets once a month on the the 
fourth Friday of each month at 7:00pm. Please bear in mind that 
with all the author events Mysterious Galaxy hosts we’ll need to 
be a little flexible with this date. Make sure you check our 
website for updates on when the next meeting is and which 
book has been selected. Members will receive a 20% discount 
on each month’s selected read.

How to Join: 
Call us at 858.268.4747, email us at mgbooks@mystgalaxy.com, 
or come on into the store, and a bookseller will sign you up.

Upcoming Meetings
April 5 - interest meeting (our first meeting to get to know one 
another and discuss details)

April 26 - 1st Book Discussion!!! April’s book choice is The Belles

LA Times Festival of Books
Saturday, April 21 - Sunday, April 22, 2018

As in the past, you will find us in Booth #368 at the  
LA Times Festival of Books. As always, we will be 
featuring fantastic authors and giving away gifts with 
purchase. This year we have two new publishing 
partners and we are bringing lots of staff from  
San Diego with their favorite books of the year. More 
information to come ...


