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Roshani Chokshi and Stephanie Garber
Sign A Crown of Wishes and Caraval
With Guest Host Cindy Pon
Saturday, April 1, 2:00 PM 

April events kick off with 
San Diego’s own Cindy Pon 
guest hosting a conversation 
about young adult fantasy 
with Roshani Chokshi and 
Stephanie Garber. 
Constance’s rave review of 
The Star-Touched Queen 
noted, “Roshani writes in 
poetry, building a world that envelops you in its 
beauty. She paints breathtaking details and 
breathes life into a band of characters that 
guide you down a mystic world of love, 
betrayal, life, death, happiness, and despair, but 
above all, hope…” That world continues in A 
Crown of Wishes.

Caraval, Stephanie’s debut novel, is an 
IndieBound Pick, and features “An original 
world. A legendary competition. A 
mesmerizing romance. An unbreakable bond 
between two sisters. Welcome to Caraval!” 
Entertainment Weekly recommends it for fans 
of The Night Circus and The Hunger Games. 

The Writers Coffeehouse
Led by Jonathan Maberry
Sunday, April 2, noon 

The Writers Coffeehouse is open to 
everyone. The Coffeehouse is a bunch of 
writers sitting around talking about writing … 
with coffee. No agenda … just chat about the 
latest trends in the industry, about the craft of 
writing, about markets, about pitching and 
selling, about conquering frustration and 
defeating writers block and about all of the 
good things that come from the community of 
writers. No previous publishing experience 
necessary … the Writers Coffeehouse attracts 
everyone from absolute beginners to award-
winners and bestsellers. We’re all writers. The 
Coffeehouse is a regular event that meets at 
Mysterious Galaxy on the first Sunday of 
every month from noon to 3:00 PM. And join 
the free Message Board on Yahoo. 

Mishell Baker
Signs Phantom Pains
Saturday, April 8, 2:00 PM 

Mishell Baker has received 
two starred reviews from 
Publishers Weekly for both 
of her Arcadia Project 
novels. Of Phantom Pains, 
PW notes, “Picking up four 
months after the end 
of Borderline, Baker once 
again immerses readers in a 
modern-day fantastical Los Angeles, blurring 
the line between perception and reality with 
breathtaking ease. ... Baker has a wonderfully 
subtle touch with delicate emotional, 
psychological, and romantic elements, and she 
builds a solid foundation of complex and 

interesting characterization upon which she 
layers heart-pounding action and a brilliantly 
twisty plot. Each word is deliberately chosen 
for maximum effect. Everything readers think 
they know about both worlds will be upended 
by this enthralling installment.”

Indy Quillen
Signs Pursuit
Sunday, April 9, 2:00 PM 

Attendees of the Southern 
California Writers 
Conference and the Writers 
Coffeehouse are likely to 
already be familiar with 
local suspense author Indy 
Quillen. Indy notes on her 
website, “I like feeling self-
reliant. Knowing I have the 
skills and knowledge to cope with 
emergencies or natural disasters gives me a 
peace of mind. I may never need those skills –
but it’s nice to have them, all the same. As I 
venture into this brave new world of 
publishing, I sense new adventures and more 
ways to learn self–reliance. I hope you’ll stick 
around to see what happens and share your 
experiences as well.” In Pursuit, Fox Walker 
is assigned to track an ex-SEAL accused of 
murder who has escaped into the Colorado 
wilderness; Nataya, whom Walker rescued in 
Quillen’s debut, Tracker, is determined to 
prove her worth as Walker’s partner, and the 
FBI has its own reasons for pursuing the 
pursued.  

Jesse Edward Johnson
Signs Yearbook
With Guest Host T. Greenwood
Tuesday, April 11, 7:30 PM 

Guest host Clairemont author T. Greenwood 
(The Golden Hour) celebrated Jesse Edward 
Johnson’s debut: “Lester Smith, the unlikely 
hero of this coming-of age story, captivates 
even as he infuriates. He’s snarky and smart 
and will totally break your heart. For fans of 
John Green and Rainbow Rowell, Yearbook is 
your next favorite read.” Jesse is an artist, 
whose works include author portraits made of 
text and combining his writing (in regular 
type) and quotation (in italics). The result is 
a dialogue, of a kind, between the subject of 
the portrait and Jesse. 

Book Discussion Group
Spotlight on: A Head Full of Ghosts
Wednesday, April 12, 7:00 PM 

The monthly San Diego Book Discussion 
Group is facilitated by Fearless Leader 
Christine. Participation is open to all readers; 
readers need not have completed a particular 
book to attend – it’s the perfect opportunity to 
branch out and find new favorites! Attendees 
receive 20% off of the current book club 
selection, Paul Tremblay’s A Head Full of 
Ghosts. Io9 noted, “A Head Full of Ghosts is a 
brilliant book that follows a New England 
family in their descent into madness, 
following in the footsteps of some of the the 
genre’s greats, such as Shirley Jackson’s The 
Haunting of Hill House or Charlotte Perkins 
Gilman’s The Yellow Wallpaper.” 

John Scalzi
Signs The Collapsing Empire
Thursday, April 20, 7:00 PM 

SF fans are invited to join 
The Flow at John Scalzi’s 
event for The Collapsing 
Empire. Our universe is 
ruled by physics and faster 
than light travel is not 
possible—until the 
discovery of The Flow, an 
extra-dimensional field we 
can access at certain points in space-time that 
transport us to other worlds, other stars.

Humanity flows away from Earth, into space, 
and in time forgets our home world and creates 
a new empire, the Interdependency, whose 
ethos requires that no one human outpost can 
survive without the others. It’s a hedge against 
interstellar war—and a system of control for 
the rulers of the empire.

The Flow is eternal — but it is not static. 
This is a numbered event; numbers for the 
signing line are free with the purchase of The 
Collapsing Empire from Mysterious Galaxy.  

Looking Ahead In-store in San Diego: 
Linda Thomas-Sundstrom – April 22; 
Margaret Dilloway & Jill Diamond – April 23; 
Jonathan Maberry – April 24; Jennifer 
McMahon – April 25; Nicole Cushing – April 
27; Independent Bookstore Day! – April 29; 
Ryan Dalton, Melissa Marr, Aprilynne Pike, 
and Stephanie Elliott – April 29… and on into 
May, with Star Wars, our 24th Birthday Bash 
and Much Much Much More! 

Out and About in SoCal: 
The Los Angeles Times Festival of Books – 
April 22 & 23; StokerCon on the Queen Mary 
with George R.R. Martin, Elizabeth Hand, 
Chuck Wendig, Peter Crowther, Tananarive 
Due, Bill Bridges, Gretchen McNeil, Stephen 
Graham Jones, Nancy Holder, and MG’s own 
Rob Crowther – April 27 – 30; Yallwest – 
April 29 
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Speculative Fiction 
Void Star by Zachary Mason 

Zachary Mason’s Void 
Star dazzles with its intricate 
tale of mentally-boosted 
people fighting a clandestine 
war with secret AIs across 
the battle-space of memory, 
perception, and cyberspace, 
in a world gone noir with 
political collapse, climate 
change, corporate warlords, 
and universal surveillance. Giving the story an 
almost hallucinatory intensity is Mason’s 
marvelous, superb language, at once endlessly 
allusive, lush, and incantatory. Reading the 
book, you suddenly realize he is writing 
science fiction of the heart, where science and 
technology make possible new sensations, new 
feelings, new dreams. During reading you feel 
awe; afterwards, gratefulness. The best book 
I’ve read in six years of bookselling at 
MG. Void Star is one of the great science 
fiction novels of our time. – David
Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux, $27.00.

Waking Gods: Book 2 of the Themis 
Files by Sylvain Neuvel 

The second novel in The Themis Files is set 
nine years after the discovery of an 
extraterrestrial-created giant robot on Earth. 
Part of the joy of reading this contemporary 
quasiepostilary series is the pace at which 
Significant Things Happen! So I don’t want to 
discuss much of the plot and the further 
developments with pilots Kara and Vincent, or 
back-from-the-dead/alternate-timeline Dr. Rose 
Franklin. I will note it’s a heck of a ride, and 
readers who discovered The Themis Files when 
Sleeping Giants was a Fantastic Firsts Pick will 
not be disappointed by the sequel. – 
Maryelizabeth 
Del Rey, $28.00. 

The Wanderers by Meg Howrey
In the publishing world where so many new 

books are compared to existing bestsellers to 
explain their merits, it is refreshing to read 
something that is new and different. In the not-
too-distant future, private enterprise has 
seriously moved into the space exploration. The 
Wanderers of this title have been selected for 
their experience and their personality profiles to 
be the first astronauts to visit Mars. Before 
leaving for Mars, they are hired to live in a 
simulation that mirrors their future trip. It is 
somewhat shorter than the actual expedition, but 
contains the same time frame for traveling to, 
and returning from, Mars. The only difference is 
that that they will stay on Mars for one month 
during this simulation when the actual trip will 
consist of a one and a half year stay.

What is unique about this book is that it is 
less about the expedition itself and more about 
the personalities and personal lives of Helen 
Kane, Sergei Kuznetsov, and Yoshihiro Tanaka 
… and some of their family members. In this 
way, it is more of an SF psychological thriller 
than a space adventure, and in the end, it is 
about their personal journey and 
transformation. – Terry 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $27.00. 

Mystery & Suspense 
The Forgotten Girls by Owen 
Laukkanen 

Reading a Windermere and Stevens book is 
like returning to old friends. This sixth entry in 
Laukkanen’s series featuring the team from the 
FBI-Bureau of Criminal Apprehension Violent 
Crimes Task Force doesn’t disappoint and 
could be read as a standalone too. When 
Stevens and Windermere find photos on a cell 
phone that suggest the work of a serial killer, 
they uncover the story of a “ghost rider” who 
haunts the High Line train line in the Rocky 
Mountains. The victims are runaways, 
prostitutes, and drug addicts so few take notice. 
The investigation takes the team to the bleak 
landscape of northern Montana and the Pacific 
Northwest in the dead of winter. The POV 
shifts from the two agents to the killer as well 
as my favorite, Mila Scott, a train hopper who 
wants to avenge her friend’s death. The 
savagery of the harsh winter setting really 
heightens the tension in this action-packed 
thriller. – Sarah 
Putnam, $27.00. 

The Twelve Lives of Samuel Hawley  
by Hannah Tinti

This literary thriller is a stunner … both for 
its unique format and plot and for the two 
unforgettable characters whose lives are both 
heartbreaking and violent. Samuel Hawley has 
a turbulent and disturbing past and is the sole 
parent to his daughter, Loo, following the death 
of his wife. The circumstances surrounding the 
twelve bullets lodged in Hawley’s body and the 
story of his life is one narrative. Alternating 
chapters follow Loo from the age of 11 to the 
present day. She is precocious, brilliant, and 
resilient, and has inherited some of her father’s 
violent tendencies. After moving erratically 
around the country throughout their lives 
together, they move back to Olympus, 
Massachusetts, the town where her mother was 
raised and where her grandmother still lives. 
Their integration into that town is a rocky path 
for both of them, but ultimately brings them 
together in unexpected ways.

The mystery of Hawley’s past (including the 
death of Loo’s mother) drives both narratives 
in this non-stop, beautifully paced, and 
elegantly written novel. I cannot recommend 
this book highly enough. – Terry 
Dial Press, $27.00. 

The Good Byline by Jill Orr
This laugh-out-loud debut 

cozy features broken-
hearted wannabe obituary 
writer Riley Ellison. She 
works in the local library by 
day, and tries out a dating 
service in her off-hours in an 
effort to move on with her 
life after her long-time 
sweetheart leaves her in 
Tuttle Corner, Virginia for greener pastures in 
Colorado. Riley has a reputation as a bit of 
a troublemaker after her grandfather (an 
obituary writer) died under mysterious 
circumstances and she pressed the town to look 
into his “suicide.” So when her high school 
friend, Jordon James “commits suicide,” Riley 
doesn’t believe it for a moment and begins to 
look into her death when she agrees to write 

Jordon’s obituary. All of these plot lines are 
wrapped around some humorous moments and 
some great quotes about writing obituaries. For 
those looking for a new cozy heroine 
to root for, give Jill and Riley a try. – Terry 
An April Fantastic First pick from Prospect 
Park Books, $16.00. 

Y-Factor 
The Bone Witch by Rin Chupeco 

Chupeco’s created a non-western world of 
dark mysticism and beautiful complicated 
relationships that takes witchery and the 
paranormal to a whole other place where 
choices are never easy and the future has yet to 
be written. This is a coming of age journey not 
like others on offer. Chupeco’s writing choices 
call to mind the oral history keepers and 
provoke questions about not only the 
objectivity of her narrator but also the struggle 
to understand the motives of the subject of the 
tale and their world. The Bone Witch is a 
magical world beautifully steeped in culture 
with stunning descriptions. Chupeco’s built a 
nuanced landscape with hills worth climbing 
and valleys that invite you to linger while 
traveling through. The Bone Witch can capture 
your attention in a way that invokes a visceral 
reaction and piques your curiosity, but it is not 
a tale, however, for the impatient reader. – 
Guest Reviewer Ro 
Sourcebooks Fire, $17.99. 

Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor 
Lazlo Strange: Orphan. 

Reader. Dreamer. Ever since a 
book of fairy tales fell off a 
shelf and broke his nose, 
Lazlo has read and dreamed of 
lost cities and extraordinary 
heroes—especially of the land 
of Weep, a city once full of 
magic but now lost to the 
world. Lost, that is, until now. 
The plot and action of this book moves 
slowly—but in its beautiful, enchanting 
slowness, I fell in love with reading all over 
again. Lani Taylor is a master wordsmith and 
throughout her story she pulls on the threads of 
enchantment, weaving a tale of sorrow and 
beauty, love and hate, wonder and 
bewitchment. A story intricately written and 
intimately read. Undoubtedly one of the best 
books of 2017. – Kelly 
Little Brown, $18.99.

Kelly’s Kids Pick 
Jack and the Geniuses at the Bottom of 
the World by Bill Nye and Gregory Mone
Bill Nye and Gregory Mone teaming up to 
write a middle grade book about adventure and 
science is a dream come true! Jack, Ava, and 
Matt are three orphans who live on their own; 
but they are no ordinary orphans—they are 
geniuses! When they enter a science competition 
and travel to Antarctica, they not only come 
across fascinating inventions and science, but 
uncover a deep mystery of a missing scientist. 
Told through the perspective of Jack, who is not 
quite as scientific as his foster siblings, readers 
of all kinds can enjoy solving the mystery. Nye 
and Mone have written a story full of adventure, 
science and heart, complete with scientific facts, 
explanations, and experiments in the back of the 
book! – Kelly
Amulet Books, $13.95.


