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Young Readers Book Group
Spotlight on Laura Preble and Out
Saturday, April 6, noon

“Queen Geek,” local author and instructor Laura Preble’s new 
young adult work, Out, is a speculative fiction take on gender 
identity and discrimination. Laura created her SF world in 
which heterosexual romance is discriminated against in order 
to illustrate through the love story of Chris and Carmen “the 
wrenching horror of being denied the person you love.” 

Book Discussion Group
Discussing The Curve of the Earth
Wednesday, April 10, 7:00 PM

The San Diego Book Discussion Group is led by Fearless 
Leader Christine. The April 10th discussion focuses on Simon 
Morden’s post-apocalyptic London of the Future in The Curve 
of the Earth. Participation is open to all readers; readers need 
not have completed a particular book to attend – it’s the 
perfect opportunity for readers to branch out and find new 
favorites! Book club members receive 20% off of the current 
book club selection! 

p.g. sturges
Signs Angel’s Gate
Friday, April 12, 7:00 PM

Dick Henry, the Shortcut Man, is entangled in a real-life 
Tinsel Town drama in Angel’s Gate, the latest in p.g. sturges’ 
smart-aleck noir series. Author, screenwriter, songwriter and 
musician Preston grew up in the industry as the son of 
legendary screwball comedy filmmaker Preston Sturges. 
Henry’s investigation into a missing young starlet who was 
involved with a Hollywood movie mogul leads him into a 
hidden history of dark secrets. 

Tammy Kaehler
Signs Braking Points
Saturday, April 13, 2:00 PM

While technical writer Tammy Kaehler has attended racing 
school, she prefers her thrills to come from watching car 
racing from the stands, or from the fictional adventures of her 
amatur sleuth, race car driver Kate Reilly. Braking Points, the 
second in Tammy’s Racing Mysteries, not only pits Kate 
against other drivers and the clock in the grueling Petit Le 
Mans, but also against accusations of her involvement in a 
friend’s death. Tammy will drive safely and sedately from Los 
Angeles for her event.

Writers Workshop
Talking Shop with Cindy Pon
Monday, April 15, 7:00 PM

Regular attendees and other aspiring writers are invited to 
check out the ongoing writing workshops held at Mysterious 
Galaxy. Local young adult author Cindy Pon (Silver Phoenix, 
Fury of the Phoenix) discusses the nitty gritty about the path 
to publication as well as her writing process.

William Kent Krueger
Signs Ordinary Grace
Thursday, April 18, 7:00 PM

William Kent Krueger explores Northern 
Minnesota, families, and community in 
stand-alone novel Ordinary Grace. (See 
Maryelizabeth’s review in our Spring 
Reviews Newsletter or on our website.) 
The best-selling author of the Cork 
O’Conner mystery series invites readers 
to spend the summer of 1961 with a small town preacher’s 
family, as the teen protagonist experiences loss, deception, and 
other growing experiences.

Los Angeles Times Festival of Books
Saturday, April 20 & Sunday, April 21
Booth #368

On Saturday, April 20, and Sunday, April 21, Mysterious 
Galaxy will be hosting dozens of authors in our booth on the 
grounds of the University Park Campus as part of the Los 
Angeles Times Festival of Books. Mysterious Galaxy’s booth 
location is Booth #368. Mystery fans will be particularly 
pleased to note that we are adjacent to the Southern CA Mystery 
Writers of America and Sisters in Crime booths.

 For more information about the Festival and directions, etc. 
visit the official web site — events.latimes.com/festivalofbooks/

The most up-to-date information on Booth #368 will be posted 
on our web page and in our electronic newsletter, The Virtual 
Plot, just before the event.

Authors scheduled to appear in our booth include: John Scalzi, 
Jill Smolinski, Stuart Woods, Eric Van Lustbader, and many 
more!

World Book Night
Tuesday, April 23
Spreading the love of reading person to person

World Book Night U.S. is a celebration of books and reading. 
On April 23, 25,000 passionate volunteers across America will 
give away half a million books within their communities to 
those who don’t regularly read. In 2012, 
World Book Night was celebrated in the 
U.S., the UK, Ireland, and Germany and 
saw over 80,000 people gift more than 
2.5 million books. This year many people 
in your communities will be participating 
including the staff of Mysterious Galaxy.

Spring into the Future Young Adult Event
With Tahereh Mafi, Veronica Rossi, Cynthia Hand and 
Anna Carey
Thursday, April 25, 7:00 PM

The Dark Days of Harper Teen’s winter YA events have yielded 
to April’s Spring into the Future tour. Veronica Rossi, Tahereh 
Mafi, Cynthia Hand and Anna Carey have created speculative 
fiction worlds where their characters must deal with deadly 
special gifts, Nephilim, and untrustworthy authority, as well as 
the usual assortment of issues one encounters during 
adolescence. 

Veronica continues the story of Aria and Perry and their quest 
for a safe haven in a post-apocalyptic world, in Through the 
Ever Night. 

In Tahereh’s Unravel Me, Juliette has escaped from The 
Reestablishment and faces further life-altering decisions as she 
wields her lethal touch. 

Boundless is the finale of Cynthia’s Unearthly series, as angel-
blood Clara leaves the big skies of Wyoming to draw the Black 
Wings away from those she loves, including Tucker. 

And Rise brings Anna’s dystopian Eve trilogy to a conclusion, 
with Eve making the final choice of what to sacrifice, 
prompted by love and fear.

T. Jefferson Parker
Signs The Famous and the Dead
Friday, April 26, 7:00 PM

Multiple-award winning Northern San 
Diego County author T. Jefferson Parker 
concludes his thoughtful high-octane six 
novel series about Charlie Hood with The 
Famous and the Dead. As the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s deputy works 
undercover for the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms, continuing to try to stem the 
stream of illegal firearms flowing across the border in an iron 
river, he must confront adversaries and allies, including 
Bradley Jones, son of L.A. Outlaw Allison Murrieta. 

Ray Bradbury Celebration and  
World Book Night Givers’ Party
Monday, April 29, 7:00 PM

Givers and readers alike are invited to Mysterious Galaxy’s 
World Book Night and Ray Bradbury Celebration. Come and 
reflect on your World Book Night experiences and share from 
the books you love with other givers, 
including the Mysterious Galaxy staff. 
Mingle over light appetizers and 
beverages and learn about other givers’ 
experiences. 

This concludes a month of Imagine a 
World Without Books – THE BIG 
READ – Fahrenheit 451 events. Check 
our web calendar for information on the 
April 1 launch with Charles Harrington 
Elster at the Old Town Theatre, and the 
April Bradbury Homage, a night of stories and poems with 
guest speaker Dr. David Brin. 

Looking Ahead:
Mysterious Galaxy turns 20 in May! Gaslight Gathering with 
Cherie Priest and Jay Lake – May 3-5; Matt Coyle – May 4; 
Ian Tregillis – May 6; Mysterious Galaxy 20th Birthday Bash – 
May 11; Joe Hill – May 14: Raymond E. Feist – May 17; 
Susan Palwick – May 18; Deborah Coonts – May 19; Phoenix 
Comicon and more as summer arrives…

Have you heard about our 
Fantastic Firsts Book Club?
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Orleans by Sherri L. Smith
 This heartrending look at an all-too-possible future where 

increasingly severe weather has led to a Gulf Coast ravaged by 
storms. The survivors of the 2019 Category Six hurricane are 
nearly uniformly infected with a deadly virus. Eventually the 
area is walled off from the rest of the United States, leaving a 
struggling populace divided into tribes by blood type, since 
blood type seems to correspond to resistance to the Delta 
Fever.  Fen is devoted to the leader of her O-Positive tribe, and 
inherits her leader’s newborn baby after a vicious attack by a 
rival tribe. U.S. resident Daniel may have developed a cure for 
Delta Fever – or a new superweapon – and can only know for 
sure once he crosses the wall into the Quarantined area. Smith’s 
language, especially Fen’s regional accent, and convincing 
worldbuilding of a New Orleans with minimal population and 
none of the cultural joys we associate with it, shine in this 
Fantastic Firsts pick. – Maryelizabeth
Signed copies available, G.P.  Putman’s Sons, $17.99.

Suspect by Robert Crais
I am not normally considered a “dog person” and it was 

with complete surprise that I found myself head over heels 
enchanted with Maggie, an 85-pound German Shepherd who 
has been trained as a patrol and explosives-detection dog by 
the US Marines. Maggie is now suffering from PTSD and 
finds herself partnered with Scott James, an ex-LAPD cop 
who is also suffering from PSTD as a result of a violent 
episode nine months prior to the main events of this story, 
when Scott’s partner was killed and he barely survived. Crais 
does a masterful job creating the character of Maggie and it is 
her story that will keep you turning the pages, even as we 
warm to Scott who reintroduces himself to the case that took 
down his partner. This standalone from Crais may just 
catapult him into new fans’ hearts and not just those of dog 
lovers. – Terry
 G.P.  Putman’s Sons, $27.95. (Signed copies available, 
while they last.)

A Tale for the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki
Like Ozeki’s 1998 blockbuster, My Year of Meats, A Tale for 

the Time Being has two narrators, one who is living in North 
America and one in Japan. In alternating chapters that flow 
together perfectly, this book is rich in character and in culture 
from both points of view. In Japan, 16-year-old Nao was 
recently relocated to Japan after living in Silicon Valley for all 
of her young life. When her father loses his job, they move 
back to Japan and her circumstances change in dramatic and 
devastating ways. We learn about her life there through a 
journal that has been discovered by Ruth, an author living on a 
remote island in Canada. She struggles with writer’s block and 
the relationships in her life … and bears a more than passing 
resemblance to our author!

This is a novel jam-packed with thought-provoking ideas 
about time, history, religion, culture and (so much) more...You 
won’t want to miss a word.  – Terry 
A Fantastic First Pick. Signed copies are available.  
Viking, $ 27.95.
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