
Sherri L. Smith
Signs Orleans
Wednesday, April 3, 7:00 PM

Join Sherri Smith and hear the story of her mother’s 
experiences trapped in New Orleans during Katrina that 
inspires Orleans, our March Young Adult Fantastic Firsts 
pick. Maryelizabeth’s review on the back 
side of this newsletter describes Orleans 
as a “heartrending look at an all-too- 
possible future where increasingly severe 
weather has led to a Gulf Coast ravaged 
by storms.” Sherri has also worked in 
film, animation, comic books and 
construction, including stints at Disney 
and Bongo Comics. One of her earlier 
works, historical novel Flygirl, was an 
ALA 2010 Best Book for Young Adults. 

Tammy Kaehler and Connie Archer
Sign Braking Points and A Broth of Betrayal
Saturday, April 6, 2:30 PM

While Los Angeles technical writer Tammy Kaehler has 
attended racing school, she prefers her thrills to come from 
watching car racing from the stands, or from the fictional 
adventures of her amatur sleuth, race car driver Kate Reilly. 
Braking Points, the second in Tammy’s Racing Mysteries, not 
only pits Kate against other drivers and the clock in the grueling 
Petit Le Mans, but also against accusations of her involvement 
in a friend’s death. 

Fellow Los Angeles resident Connie Archer was born and 
raised in New England and when she began to write her cozy 
mystery series, her home town setting was a natural choice. 
Add in Connie’s love of creating new soup recipes, and you’ve 
got the fictional setting of By the Spoonful Soup Shop in 
Snowflake, Vermont. A Broth of Betrayal is the second book in 
the Soup Shop Mystery Series. 

Cara Black
Signs Murder Below Montparnasse
Sunday, April 7, 12:00 PM

Cara Black stops in at Mysterious Galaxy for an informal visit 
to sign books and chat with readers — in French or English! 
And don’t forget to pick up our special Paris Edition of Murder 
Below Montparnasse and enter to win a “Killer Trip to Paris.” 
Cara’s Aimée Leduc mysteries are a personal favorite of 
MGRB’s Adrean; the new novel involves Aimée’s mysterious 
mother, and hit the New York Times bestseller list.

Marisa Silver
Ladies, Lunch, & Literacy celebrates Mary Coin
Sunday, April 7, 2:30 PM

Marisa Silver’s new novel imagines the life stories of a 
32-year-old Native American mother and the photographer 
who took the iconic Depression-era photograph (shown on the 
cover). We are celebrating the publication of Mary Coin at 

Paul’s Photo (23845 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Torrance, CA 90505), where an eclectic 
selection of photographs will be on exhibit 
and part of the proceeds of any 
photographs purchased will support our 
non-profit literacy partner, KIPP LA. We 
want to be sure we have refreshments for 
everyone, so please let us know if you can 
join us by calling the Redondo Beach store 
(310-542-6000).

J.A. Jance
Signs Deadly Stakes
Monday, April 8, 7:30 PM

J.A. Jance knew from an early age she 
wanted to be a writer, and persevered 
despite challenges. In college, she was 
refused admission to the creative writing 
program due to a professor’s belief that 
women should not become writers. Judith 
Ann Jance did not let that stop her. As a 
single mom, working full time, Judith 
made time to write by getting up at 4 am 
before sending her kids to school. Taking some of her own life 
experiences, the good and the bad, Judith has created 
compelling characters and intricate story lines for her multiple 
mystery series. Deadly Stakes is the 8th book in the Alison 
Reynolds Mystery Series.

Dana Fredsti
Signs Plague Nation
Tuesday, April 9, 7:30 PM

Dana Fredsti may look familiar to B-Movie horror fans. With 
screen credits like Army of Darkness, Bloodbath and Time 
Barbarians, it’s easy to see why Dana writes in the horror 
genre. An avid fan of all things zombie, Dana set out to write 
her own zombie novel. Slated as “Buffy meets the Walking 
Dead,” Dana’s series of zombie novels features a “wildcard,” 
Ashley Parker who is immune to the virus causing the zombie 
plague. Plague Nation is the second book in the Ashley Parker 
series.

Jim Pascoe and Tom Fassbender
Sign By the Balls: The Complete Edition
Friday, April 12, 7:30 PM

Celebrate the 15th anniversary of the cult bowling alley murder 
mystery by the founders of specialty small press UglyTown, 
Jim Pascoe and Tom Fassbender, with By the Balls: The 
Complete Edition. The short, hard-boiled novel has been 
repackaged with two new short stories by the duo. Spend the 
evening reminiscing about the many UglyTown publications, 
and appreciating Akashic Books for making this new edition 
possible.

Michael Robertson
Signs The Baker Street Translation
Saturday, April 13, 2:30 PM

The conceit of Michael Robertson’s contemporary mystery 
series is that barrister Reggie Heath, who leases offices at the 
famous 221B Baker Street, is required to respond to the stream 
of letters addressed to Sherlock Holmes, a task he’s delegated 
to his brother Nigel in California. The Baker Street Translation 
involves the brothers and letters of Baker Street in another 
murder mystery, in part tied to an elderly Chinese man seeking 
Sherlock Holmes’ assistance in his contractual negotiations. 
Publishers Weekly’s review noted, “The author’s creative use 
of the series concept augurs well for a long run.”

Robert J. Sawyer
Signs Red Planet Blues
Tuesday, April 16, 7:30 PM

Hugo, Nebula and John W. Campbell Memorial Award winner 
Robert J. Sawyer has been called the Dean of Science Fiction. 
Robert is one of only eight writers, and the only Canadian 
writer, to win all three of these awards. Robert has also won 
twelve Aurora Awards and the Arthur Ellis Award. His novel 
Flash Forward was turned into a short lived television series. 
Subtitled “Murder on the Mean Streets of Mars,” Red Planet 
Blues is a noir crime novel that takes place in the fantastic 
world introduced in previous award-winning short works. 

Lisa Scottoline
Signs Don’t Go
Thursday, April 18, 7:30 PM

New York Times bestselling author and 
Edgar award-winner Lisa Scottoline’s 
latest novel is Don’t Go, a standalone 
novel about a widowed Afghanistan vet 
trying to reconnect with his infant 
daughter and life stateside. Lisa also 
writes a weekly “Chick Wit” column with 
her daughter, Francesca Serritella, 
recently collected in Meet Me at 
Emotional Baggage Claim. According to 

Lisa’s website (and our previous experiences with her):  
“Lisa’s events are truly unlike any other author events, with 
her animated style, quick wit, carb-loaded treats, and great big 
Italian bear hugs.”

Robin Hobb
Signs Blood of Dragons
Friday, April 19, 7:30 PM

Robin Hobb is one of the most respected fantasy writers of her 
generation. Hobb began her career writing as Meghan 
Lindholm. As Lindholm, she has won the Isaac Asimov 
Science Fiction Reader Award twice and 
has been a finalist for the Hugo award, 
the Nebula Award, and the Endeavor 
award. She began using Hobb as a pen 
name in 1995 with the publication of the 
first book in the Farseer Trilogy. Blood of 
Dragons concludes the current story arc 
of the Rain Wilds Chronicles, as the 
dragons are hunted for their life-
extending and transformative properties 
and the Elderlings strive to protect them.

Los Angeles Times Festival of Books
Saturday, April 20 & Sunday, April 21
Booth #368

On Saturday, April 20, and Sunday, April 21, Mysterious Galaxy 
will be hosting dozens of authors in our booth on the grounds of 
the University Park Campus as part of the Los Angeles Times 
Festival of Books. Mysterious Galaxy’s booth location is Booth 
#368. Mystery fans will be particularly pleased to note that we 
are adjacent to the Southern CA Mystery Writers of America and 
Sisters in Crime booths.

 For more information about the Festival and directions, etc. 
visit the official web site — events.latimes.com/festivalofbooks/

The most up-to-date information on Booth #368 will be posted 
on our web page and in our electronic newsletter, The Virtual 
Plot, just before the event.

Authors scheduled to appear in our booth include: John Scalzi, 
Jill Smolinski, Stuart Woods, Eric Van Lustbader, and many 
more!

World Book Night Ray Bradbury Tribute
Monday, April 22, 7:30 PM

Join us, and some of your favorite authors, as we pay tribute to 
one of the most influential writers of all time. We will kick off the 
second annual World Book Night with an “open mike,” giving 
authors and fans an opportunity to express their gratitude and love 
for Ray Bradbury and Fahrenheit 451, one of the books that will 
be given away on World Book Night, April 23, 2013.

Details and a list of authors attending will 
be forthcoming in our Virtual Plot as we 
get closer to this event. If you would like 
to participate, please contact the Redondo 
Beach store.

World Book Night
Tuesday, April 23
Spreading the love of reading person to person

World Book Night U.S. is a celebration of books and reading. 
On April 23, 25,000 passionate volunteers across America will 
give away half a million books within their communities to 
those who don’t regularly read. In 2012, World Book Night 
was celebrated in the U.S., the UK, Ireland, and Germany and 
saw over 80,000 people gift more than 2.5 million books. This 
year many people in your communities will be participating 
including the staff of Mysterious Galaxy.

Rebel Readers
Reading Unremembered
Saturday, April 27, 12:00 PM

Join our Rebel Readers Book young adult group as we discuss 
Jessica Brody’s Unremembered, the first book of her new 
science fiction trilogy. Our Fearless Leader Stacee leads the 
discussion! Rebel Readers get 20% off of this month’s book 
group selection. 

Screenwriters Workshop
With Diane O’Bannon and Matt Lohr
Saturday, April 27, 2:30 PM

Is one of your goals to develop your screenwriting? This event 
is the perfect opportunity to get some expert guidance from 
Diane O’Bannon & Matt Lohr following the method 
developed by the late Dan O’Bannon. Dan, the acclaimed 
screenwriter of works like “Alien” and “Total Recall,” used a 
“dynamic structure” method that is shared in the Guide to 
Screenplay Structure. 

Looking Ahead:
In the South Bay in May: Ian Tregillis – May 3; T. Jefferson 
Parker – May 4; Matt Coyle – May 7; Ladies, Lunch and 
Literacy with Jill McCorkle – May 9; Laura Wright – May 10; 
Helene Wecker – May 14; John Scalzi – May 14; Dan Brown 
Webcast – May 15; After Death anthology event – May 19; 
Dennis Palumbo – May 25; and more as summer approaches!
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Have you heard about our 
Fantastic Firsts Book Club?
Choose from six book clubs and receive a first 
edition of a title we think you will love every 

month. Check out all of our book clubs on our 
website (at the top of the Book Buzz menu) and 

then call the San Diego store to sign up!


