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Speculative Fiction

The Forever Watch by David Ramirez
Earth is a memory. All that is left of 

humanity is on a thousand-year trip to a new 
home … and not particularly humane. Society 
is extremely ordered. Everyone has their place 
and everyone works. Occupations are chosen 
early in one’s life, implanted really. But 
something is not right. There are witnesses to 
some rather gruesome deaths, but records of 
same are missing from the ship’s logs, the 
victims simply marked as “Retired.” A 
mission-critical city planner and her policeman 
lover are on the case, surreptitiously. To do 
things in the open would attract attention from 
Information Security, resulting in all manner of 
bad, including Adjustment. When the real truth 
behind it all comes out, things get really 
interesting, really fast.

If you like Peter Hamilton and/or Alastair 
Reynolds … and if Logan’s Run excites you, 
give this one a spin.  You won’t be sorry … 
until ISec comes calling. – Patrick
Tor, $24.99. (April)

Mystery & Suspense

The Black-Eyed Blonde  
by Benjamin Black

It takes a bold writer to 
pick up where Raymond 
Chandler left off with the 
beloved Philip Marlowe 
series. I wasn’t too sure 
what to expect from 
Benjamin Black, the pen 
name for acclaimed Irish 
novelist John Banville. 
Could he emulate 

Chandler’s poetic hard-boiled prose while 
adding his own unique style? The answer is a 
resounding yes. Marlowe is as sharp-tongued 
and lonely as ever and it’s like running into an 
old friend. We’re taken back to 1950s Bay 
City where a mysterious beautiful blonde, 
Clare Cavendish, hires the private detective to 
search for her missing former lover. 
Marlowe’s search inadvertently leads to a 
series of increasingly bizarre events, 
numerous dead bodies, and corrupt characters. 
This should appeal to diehard Marlowe fans 
while also garnering new ones – Sarah

As Raymond Chandler once wrote “Down 
these mean streets a man must go who is not 
himself mean, who is neither tarnished nor 
afraid.” It is the early 1950s and Philip 
Marlowe is back walking the mean streets of 
Bay City, California. Benjamin Black (aka 
John Banville) is guiding the quintessential 
P.I. through a dangerous case involving a 
seductive young heiress, the black-eyed 
blonde. She hires him to find her former lover, 
Nico Peterson. We know that the case is not 
going to be a simple search for a lover gone 
missing. As Marlowe begins his search, he 
starts to grasp how far the heiress and her rich 

Bay City family will go to protect their 
interests. Full of plot twists to satisfy the most 
discerning mystery reader, The Black-Eyed 
Blonde is a sharp, somewhat melancholy, yet 
compelling novel. To continue in Raymond 
Chandler’s words, “The detective must be a 
complete man and a common man and yet an 
unusual man. He must be, to use a rather 
weathered phrase, a man of honor.” Benjamin 
Black’s Marlowe fits the bill. – Linda

The return to this world is fun, though a 
little bit over the top, even for Marlowe. It 
makes our Fantastic First list because we 
think there is more fun in store. – Terry 
Henry Holt & Co., $27.00.

Watching You by Michael Robotham
 After reading this chilling psychological 

thriller, I can’t help but wonder why I waited 
so long to read Michael Robotham. In his 
latest title, we meet Marnie Logan, a woman 
who is struggling to make ends meet after her 
husband vanishes off the face of the earth. Not 
only does she have to deal with the debt her 
husband left behind, but she swears she’s 
being watched. The story follows different 
POVs, like Joe O’Loughlin, the psychologist 
who treats Marnie, her teenage daughter, Zoe, 
and Vincent Ruiz, the cop who agrees to help 
Marnie, despite the bad feeling he has about 
her. When bodies start piling up in her wake, 
it’s hard to believe she’s as innocent as she 
claims. If all of Robotham’s books are this 
dark and deviant, then I can’t wait to get my 
hands on the next one. – Sarah
Mulholland Books, $26.00.

After I’m Gone by Laura Lippman
 Charming Felix Brewer meets the beautiful 

Bambi Gottschalk in 1959 Baltimore, and it’s 
love at first sight. Seventeen years later, Felix 
goes on the lam when he’s busted for illegal 
gambling, leaving Bambi and their three 
daughters behind. When Felix’s mistress, Julie 
Saxony, also disappears, everyone assumes 
Felix summoned her until Julie’s remains are 
later found in a park. In 2012, Roberto 
“Sandy” Sanchez, a retired Baltimore 
detective, reopens the cold case and discovers 
a web of secrets spanning three decades with 
the five intriguing women at the heart of it. 
This is a beautifully-told intricate tale that 
smoothly alternates between past and present 
as well as character POVs. It’s not the mystery 
that captures your 
attention, although 
Lippman will have you 
guessing until the very 
end, but it’s the secrets, 
heartbreaks, and triumphs 
of the Brewer women that 
will linger in your head for 
many days after. – Sarah
William Morrow, $26.99.

Kill Fee by Owen Laukkanen
I never read Owen Laukkanen’s first two 

novels in the Stevens and Windermere series, 
so I wasn’t sure if starting off with book three 
would already put me at a disadvantage. I 

needn’t have worried. There was sufficient 
backstory to catch me up to speed, although 
now I really want to pick up The 
Professionals and start the series from the 
beginning. State investigator Kirk Stevens and 
FBI agent Carla Windermere are likeable from 
the start, thanks to their quickfire banter and 
obvious chemistry. Then there’s the roller 
coaster plot that leads Stevens and 
Windermere on a relentless chase to track 
down the mastermind behind a kill-for-hire 
website. This is a wild high-tech thriller with 
plenty of action and punch. – Sarah
G.P. Putnam’s Sons, $26.95.

Rosarito Beach by M.A. Lawson
You could read this first-

in-a-series tale as a paradox 
between total respect and 
protection of human life 
and complete disregard of 
another human being, or 
you could just enjoy it as a 
darn good suspense-filled 
thriller. Kay Hamilton is a 
bold, brazen and beautiful 
DEA agent who will do absolutely anything to 
get her mark. She is in San Diego and is intent 
on bringing down Tito Olivera, the younger 
brother of drug czar Caesar Olivera. Tito runs 
operations in the US while Caesar owns 
Mexico and both achieve success by brutality 
and murder. Kay thinks she is tough enough to 
take them on; however, she develops an 
Achilles heel when her daughter — born out 
of wedlock and given up for adoption — 
shows up on her doorstep. This is just the 
weakness these monsters love to toy with. The 
action that follows is incredibly dangerous 
and explosive all the way to the epic 
conclusion. – Bunny 
Blue Rider Press, $26.95.  
Signed first editions available while 
supplies last.

The Innocent Sleep by Karen Perry
A story of a couple who believes they have 

seen their missing child? Too formulaic, I 
thought. But I’m so glad I gave this mystery a 
chance. It’s filled with suspense, emotion, and 
wonderfully tight writing. Robin and Harry 
are a young couple living in Tangier, where 
they lose their three-old-son during an 
earthquake. Five years later, Harry believes 
he’s spotted his son in Dublin. It’s not just 
about the search for their missing child but 
about the disintegration of a marriage and the 
frailty of the human psyche. The shocking 
twist at the end made me wonder how I didn’t 
see it coming, but that’s the beauty of this 
book. It pulls you into the minds of the 
characters so expertly that you forget you are 
reading a story. A gorgeous and thrilling debut 
from Dublin-based writers Karen Gillece and 
Paul Perry that everyone must read. – Sarah
 Henry Holt, $26.00.

Weight of Blood by Laura McHugh
Laura McHugh’s Weight of Blood strikes 

me in the same manner Gillian Flynn’s first 
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book, Sharp Objects, did, and I flipped over 
that book. Plus, I’m a big fan of books set in 
the Ozarks, as many mystery authors who 
revere Daniel Woodrell (which is most of the 
medium/hard-boiled writers) happen to be. 
This book definitely has an edge and is not for 
the cozy crowd. Lucy Dane’s mother 
disappeared from the small town of Henbane, 
Missouri when Lucy was a one-year old. 
Sixteen years later, her good friend disappeared 
and was found murdered. In a town of 700 
people, trying to find out what happened while 
protecting the ones you love is a daunting 
challenge. In a nutshell: Atmospheric Ozarks, 
great use of time shifts, excellent character 
development, loved the story line, plus, her use 
of narrative for each of the characters was 
outstanding. – Guest Reviewer Bobby McCue
Spiegel & Grau, $26.00.

Curated Fiction

The Good Luck of Right Now  
by Matthew Quick

Fans of dysfunctional families and 
friendships and of The Silver Linings Playbook 
rejoice! Mathew Quick has done it again with a 
hilarious look at life from the viewpoint of a 
38-year-old man who has lived with his mother 
all his life. He is her caretaker and she is his 
only friend. Bartholomew Neil’s only dream is 
to talk to the Girlibrarian, his nickname for a 
woman he admires from afar who works in his 
local library. Even a conversation is too 
daunting a task for this surprisingly endearing 
character. But a small group of equally 
dysfunctional characters are looking after him 
and vice versa, and through letters written to his 
hero, Richard Gere, (yes, that Richard Gere) we 
meet them and watch Bartholomew grow and 
change and find his own good luck of right now.

While this book is not for everyone, I could 
not put it down until I reached the sweet and 
appropriate ending. – Terry 
HarperCollins, $25.99.

The UnAmericans: Fiction  
by Molly Antopol

This debut author has already been featured 
as an author to watch in Publishers Weekly (“5 
Under 35”) and this accessible set of stories 
will impress readers, even those who typically 
do not read short stories. The UnAmericans 
features eight narrators, each with a distinct 
voice, all with an intriguing past life outside 
the refuge of America where their families now 
reside. The last story, “Retrospective,” is about 
a famous art collector, Eva Kaplan, who 
smuggled much of her collection out of Russia 
in the 1950s before the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall. It is told from the perspective of her 
daughter and grandchildren and all of their 
lives are seamlessly explored. “My 
Grandmother Tells Me This Story” is the only 
holocaust story in this collection of Jewish- 
themed tales and is both heartbreaking and 
compelling. These are but two examples of this 
exceptional talent. – Terry 
Norton, $24.95.

Terms and Conditions by Robert Glancy
Wait! Don’t put this book down because you 

think it is just another story about an amnesia 

victim who has been in an accident and will 
spend the entire book trying to find out who he 
really is … or isn’t. It turns out that Terms and 
Conditions is more … laugh-out-loud funny 
scenes and an ingenious format for organizing 
each chapter and phases that Franklyn Shaw 
goes through as he finds his way back to 
“normal” and finally becomes the author of his 
future life.

Frank is a contract attorney in his family 
firm in England, where he spends his entire day 
writing contracts (terms and conditions) with 
an emphasis on the small print that no one ever 
reads … thus protecting his clients. When he 
returns to work he notes, “Small print also gave 
me the first clues about my old self. Reading 
his contracts I saw Old Frank was a neurotic 
ball of fret. I could smell it the way he wrote 
terms. I felt privileged to have been him; he 
was a man who elevated neurosis to an art 
form.” Tons of fun, culminating in one of the 
funniest dinner party conversations ever 
written. – Terry 
Bloombsbury, $26.00. (April)

The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry by 
Gabrielle Zevin

It is not often that I want 
to sit down and read a book 
in one sitting, but is also not 
often that I read a book that 
so thoroughly speaks to me 
and my passion as a 
bookseller and life-long 
reader. A. J. Fikry is a 
bookstore owner and 
passionate reader who lives 

on a small island off the Northeast coast. He is 
persnickety and difficult. He drinks too much 
and is largely a recluse … and let’s face it, he 
does not sell many books. He owns one book 
that that may provide him with a way out of 
life in this town and in this store, which has 
become unbearable since the death of his wife 
and partner. What happens next is a surprise – 
to A. J. and to us – and the many stories that 
follow are both heartwarming and 
heartbreaking. 

Booksellers across America are embracing 
this book, and so am I. This is a book for every 
bookseller and everyone else who has ever 
loved a book, a person, and life. – Terry 
Algonquin Books, $24.95. (April)

Young Adult

Grasshopper Jungle by Andrew Smith
 This is one of the most unusual and craziest 

books I have ever read, and I mean that in a 
good way. It’s hilarious, sexy, weird, 
unexpected, and poignant. This sci-fi/coming-
of-age story centers around sixteen-year-old 
Austin, who is obsessed with chronicling 
everything that’s happening to him, and there 
is a lot happening to him. He lives in Ealing, 
Iowa, the city known for the most 
decapitations, where he hangs out with his best 
friend, Robby Brees, and his girlfriend, Shann. 
Austin spends a great deal of the story 
struggling with who he loves most. This is in 
addition to saving the world from the 
Unstoppable Soldiers which are basically six-
foot-tall grasshoppers who are horny and 
extremely hungry. This story certainly isn’t for 
everyone; there is plenty of cursing and sex. 

But for those who are ready for two-headed 
babies and genetically-modified corn, this is a 
brave and painfully honest book. – Sarah
 Dutton Books, $18.99.

Alienated by Melissa Landers
First contact occurred two years ago. Cara 

Sweeney is grateful for the L’eihr technology 
that came with the alien encounter. Her 
mother’s cancer was cured. Now Cara and her 
family will be hosting a L’eihr exchange 
student. She envisions her future as bright and 
shiny, with her blog going through the roof 
and colleges vying for her attention. Still, she 
will have to share her home (and bathroom) 
with an alien.

When Aelyx shows up, she’s confused about 
her feelings. Sure, he’s the cutest guy she’s 
ever seen, human or alien, but he’s also cold 
and annoyingly smart. Soon the town, along 
with Cara’s classmates, begins an anti-L’eihr 
campaign, threatening violence toward Aelyx, 
Cara and her family. Cara and Aelyx are drawn 
to each other and soon find themselves falling 
in love. But a plot to have the earth-alien 
alliance fail threatens not only Cara and her 
family, but also the future of the entire planet. 
It’s up to Cara to figure out how to save 
mankind and the L’eihr’s future too. 

Appealing to science fiction and YA 
readers, a plot with a forbidden love theme 
involving intergalactic exchange students 
allows Landers to discuss important issues 
involving teen romance, peer pressure, trust, 
and acceptance of those a little bit different 
from ourselves. – Linda
Disney-Hyperion,$16.99.

Half Bad by Sally Green
In an alternate United Kingdom, White 

Witches and Black Witches live in a world 
otherwise populated by “fains,” those of us 
who are not magical in any way. Nathan is 
known as a Half Code because his mother is a 
White Witch and his father is a Black Witch. 
And not any Black Witch, Nathan’s father 
Marcus is the most renowned, hated, and 
dangerous of the Black Witches. 

Nathan’s life is controlled by the Council of 
White Witches (of England, Scotland and 
Wales) … and he does his best to make their 
lives miserable and evade their decrees … but 
they are capable of doing much worse things to 
him, as he learns in this first book in an 
amazing trilogy from debut author, Sally 
Green. Nathan’s mother is dead and his father 
is completely unknown to him, but it 
increasingly seems that the answers to his 
current dilemmas and to his ultimate 
understanding of his gifts and his role in the 
world must come from his father … if he can 
find him. There is plenty of action in this 
inspired debut and nothing is as black and 
white as it first seems!

Half Bad has already been 
sold into 42 countries, the 
film rights sold to FOX, and 
the buzz has been going 
strong since the bidding war 
at the Bologna Children’s 
Book Fair in March 2013. It 
is our YA Fantastic First 
Pick for March. Don’t miss 
this one. – Terry 
Viking, $18.99.


