
F R O M  O U R  S T A F F

October/November 2017 begins ....    Sharing the Magic of Books     mystgalaxy.com

Late October and November in San Diego:

Bruce Campbell 
Hail to the Chin: Further Confessions 
of a B-Movie Actor!

Thursday, October 26 at 7:00 PM

Nnedi Okorafor 
Akata Warrior 

Friday, October 27 at 7:00 PM

Linda Thomas-Sundstrom 
“The History and Lore of 
Werewolves”

Saturday, October 28 at 2:00 PM

Tim Powers
Down and Out in Purgatory 

Saturday, November 4 at 2:00 PM

The Writers Coffeehouse
Sunday, November 5 at 12:00 PM

Jeri Westerson
Booke of the Hidden 

Sunday, November 5 at 3:30 PM

Traci Chee
The Speaker 

Wednesday, November 8 at 7:00 PM

Jessica Cluess
A Poison Dark and Drowning 

Wednesday, November 8 at 7:00 PM

Charlie Lovett
The Lost Book of the Grail 

Thursday, November 9 at 7:30 PM

Shannon Baker
Dark Signal 

Thursday, November 9 at 7:30 PM

Joe Ide
Righteous 

Friday, November 10 at 7:30 PM

Timothy Hallinan
Fools’ River 

Friday, November 10 at 7:30 PM

Mocha Girls Present:
Pamela Samuels Young and Abuse of Discretion

Saturday, November 11 at 3:30 PM
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Science-Fiction & Fantasy 
William Shakespeare’s  
The Force Doth Awaken by Ian Doescher
For fans of Star Wars and/or theater alike, The Force Doth 
Awaken is a delightful addition to the Shakespeare’s Star Wars 
saga! Doescher’s dedication and love of theater shines through 
every scene, from playful references to BB-8’s own iambic 
verse. I loved this book so much I can hardly wait for the next 
one. – Gary
Quirk, $14.95.

Sorcery for Beginners by Matt Harry
Matt Harry’s Sorcery for Beginners is a 
fun, fast, and furious story of teenagers 
discovering that magic is actually real. 
Fleeing from bullies, Owen Macready 
ducks into a strange bookstore called 
Codex Arcanum. Its proprietor insists he 
take a book of magical instruction 
called Sorcery for Beginners. Just like that, 
Owen and his pals become soldiers in a 
secret war against the terrible Euclideans, 
people who hate magic and wish to drive it 

from the world. The book impressively gets the life and tenor of 
contemporary teens perfectly. And the design of the book — the 
illustrations, the footnotes, the arrangement of paragraphs on the 
page — is striking and vivid. Reading the book you know at 
once that the author is brilliant, the book special, and the 
pleasure of reading it, wonderful. – David
Inkshares trade paper original, $10.99.

Blackwing by Ed McDonald
If you like your fantasy dark, with gritty, ruined characters 
fighting hopeless odds, in a world of endless war, with vast 
landscapes blighted by destruction, and the characters’ inner 
landscapes blackened to match, why, then, Ed McDonald’s 
Blackwing is just the novel for you. Captain Ryhalt Galharrow 
and his band of bounty hunters are caught in a war between 
staggering, incomprehensible powers: the Deep Kings for the 
dark side, the Nameless for the light. Forced to mount a 
desperate defense of their city against the Deep Kings’ 
innumerable and imaginatively evil hordes, Ryan & Co. fight 
on, grimly, for each other, for brief remembered love, and if to 
die, then at least to die fighting. What a book. Not for the faint-
hearted. Highly recommended! – David
Ace, $26.00.

An Unkindness of Ghosts by Rivers Solomon
Solomon’s stellar Afrofuturistic debut (a 
first for Akashic) is set aboard the HSS 
Matilda, an interstellar space vessel that 
carries not only a broad spectrum of 
humanity, but also some of its most 
virulent traits, including racism and 
classism. Self-taught medic Aster Grey 
administers to those in need on the ship’s 
lower decks, tends a secret botanical 
laboratory, and seeks answers to the secrets 
of her dead mother’s past – when she’s not 

performing mandatory slave labor for benefit of the ruling white 
supremacists, experiencing violence at the hand of the ship’s 
enforcers, or trying to have an intellectual if not emotional 
understanding of how to interact with those closest to her. The 
inevitable comparisons to Octavia Butler’s work are deserved, 
and I look forward to seeing more from Solomon. – 
Maryelizabeth
Akashic trade paper original, $15.95.

Young Adult & Kids
Black Bird of the Gallows by Meg Kassel
Being a teenager and falling in love for the first time is always a 
rush of ups and downs filled with its own array of 
complications. When your dream guy happens to be a harbinger 
of death who turns into a crow that travels around with his 
murder feeding off of death energy, the level of complications 
escalates quite quickly, especially when a Beekeeper feeding off 
of chaos is thrown into the mix with his own dark agenda that 
could destroy any chance of happiness. Black Bird of the 
Gallows is a darkly fun read with an interesting mythology that 
hooked me right away. Its snarky protagonist who learns to 
embrace and love not only herself but those around her while on 
the run from natural and unnatural dangers is an engaging read 
with a beautiful ending that whispers answers as well as new 
questions into your mind as you read the last page. I am excited 
for more books in this world and getting to know more about 
these characters’ stories and mythology. – Constance
Entangled Teen, $17.99.

Daughter of the Burning City by Amanda Foody 
Amanda Foody pulls you into the smoky 
world of Gomorrah, where undying fires 
fueled by the souls of the dead light the 
traveling festival. In this den of assassins, 
thieves, and entertainers, we find an 
illusionist with the power to turn her 
imaginings into flesh and bone. She has 
constructed herself a family of these 
illusions and when the impossible happens 
and one of them is murdered, her world 
begins to splinter apart as she frantically 

searches for the villain who is systematically killing off her 
family. Truths are never simple though and she is tumbled into a 
world of political intrigue few know of, where the boy she 
shouldn’t trust seems her only ally. Foody does the remarkable 
task of weaving an unpredictable tale that readers can try to 
figure out but won’t until she decides to let you in on the 
secret. Daughter of the Burning City contains unique characters 
not frequently seen in its genre thrown into a world of magic, 
murder, and self-discovery. – Constance
Harlequin Teen, $19.99.

Madness by Zac Brewer
Zac Brewer manages the delicate balance between making the 
point of view of a teenager with suicidal ideation empathetic 
and accessible without glorifying her emotional crisis in 
Madness. When Brooke is released from her recovery center 
after a suicide attempt, she struggles with reestablishing 
relationships and routines with family, friends, and schoolmates, 

Meet our Booksellers
 
Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, 
plots that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some of 
the things that make a great book for Constance. 

David: 
An unlikely child of reason and romance, David loves science 
fiction and fantasy — anything surprising, beautiful, and true.

Emilio:  
Emilio is an avid reader of fantasy, horror and gruesome 
thrillers.  He can be seen cursing the sun most mornings.

Gary:  
Gary obsesses over stories, mostly ones with massive world 
building and epic tales of fantasy! 

Maryelizabeth: 
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s genres 
and media, with an emphasis on sociological fiction.

Sam: 
Sam’s modus operandi is science fiction, fantasy, and horror 
and he has recently been devouring graphic novels of all 
genres. 

Sarah: 
An only child, Sarah quickly learned books were the best 
companions. She loves her crime fiction dark and gritty mixed 
with the occasional quirky Young Adult and Middle Grade for 
balance.

Terry: 
Terry loves to discover new authors, new ideas, and new 
genres with compelling characters and plots that move her.
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even her BFF, Duckie. At first, new arrival Derek seems to be 
Brooke’s soulmate, the only person who understands what 
she’s feeling – but is their budding romance helpful or harmful, 
especially as it begins to isolate Brooke from other people she 
loves? Part Pretty in Pink and more than a little Heathers for 
teens in the 21st Century, the book also offers resources for any 
readers identifying with Brooke’s pain. – Maryelizabeth
Harper Teen, $17.99.

Mystery
The Blind by A.F. Brady

Samantha (Sam) James is a mess. She is 
an alcoholic, a complicit partner in 
domestic abuse, and completely unstable. 
She knows this about herself even as she 
continues to drink, date her boyfriend, 
and show up at work sleepless and 
incapable of clear thought … night after 
night and day after day. Sam has little or 
no self-worth and believes that this is the 
only life to which she is entitled. Her 
working hours are spent trying to save 

other people as a way to redeem and save herself. She is the 
top psychologist at Typhlos, a psychiatric institution in 
Manhattan, and the last stop for hard-to-reach psychiatric 
patients. She prides herself in her ability to fool all of her co-
workers, her boss, her patients, and her best friend, David, 
while maintaining her status as a superhero on the job. This is 
a compulsive, engrossing, and outstanding debut.  – Terry
An October Fantastic First pick, Park Row Books, $26.99.

Bluebird, Bluebird by Attica Locke
Attica Locke’s books are rich in atmosphere and slow-drip 
tension. Her latest title, Bluebird, Bluebird, is no exception and 
right from the beginning, readers are immersed in a small town 
of tin-roof joints, sultry blues, and an unmistakable racial 
divide. Darren Mathews, a black Texas Ranger who’s grappling 
with his own personal issues, is called on to investigate a double 
murder in the rural East Texas town of Lark. It’s no ordinary 
double murder either: a black lawyer from Chicago and a local 
white woman are both found dead in the bayou, days apart from 
one another. Darren is plunged into a world where family secrets 
and long-simmering resentment threaten to destroy the tight-
lipped community and anyone who dares to seek the truth. This 
is Attica Locke at the top of her game — a powerful and timely 
novel about race, justice, and true love. – Sarah
Mulholland Books, $26.00.

Righteous by Joe Ide
Joe Ide’s debut novel, IQ, was one of my 
favorite books of 2016. The concept was 
cool and unique: an edgy Sherlock 
Holmes with a hip hop flavor. Righteous 
is no different and picks up right where 
we left off. Isaiah Quintabe or IQ 
receives a cry for help from his brother’s 
former girlfriend, Sarita: find her younger 
sister, Janine. What follows is a 
sometimes comical high stakes journey to 
the neon lights of Las Vegas where Isaiah 

finds himself pitted against a psychotic loan shark and a 
Chinese triad. Meanwhile, he continues to obsess over the hit 
and run that killed his older brother, Marcus, eight years ago. 
The two storylines intertwine together seamlessly, revealing 
IQ’s intelligence, wit, and buried pain. I love the way Ide 
guides us down one path only to bring us to a conclusion that 
is surprising yet so inevitable, we wonder how we missed it. 
Another standout from Ide and the IQ series. – Sarah
Mulholland Books, $26.00.

Bonfire by Krysten Ritter
From actress (Jessica Jones), producer, 
writer, Ritter comes an engaging debut 
that combines a tortured past with a 
compelling mystery about a small town 
that is embroiled in a possible corruption 
scandal brought about by the company that 
sustains the community. Going home 
again is never easy, but it is particularly 
painful for Abby Williams, who left the 
small town of Barrens, Indiana 10 years 
ago to escape her school peers who hated 

her and pursue a life outside of the rural nightmare of her youth. 
Part Erin Brockovich, part Mean Girls, Abby Williams is back in 
Barrens in her role as an environmental lawyer and is only 
minutes into her return when she begins running into the people 
who make up her tortured history. Though she is in Barrens to 
investigate the role of Optimal Plastics in the reported health 
issues in Barrens, she also begins to uncover the circumstances 
that lead to the sudden departure of one of her childhood friends 
over 10 years ago. And then things get complicated. It turns out 
that this visit is more than just work to Abby; it is really a trip to 
her past to see if she can free herself from the damage inflicted 
on her when she lived there. – Terry 
A November Fantastic First pick, Crown Archetype, $26.00. 
Signed copies while they last.

The Driver by Hart Hanson 
Michael Skellig was a military specialist 
of the “I’d tell you, but then I’d have to 
kill you” type. That life is now over. He 
now runs a limo service with a few other 
broken ex-military friends. When his 
latest client, hotshot skateboarder 
Bismarck Avila, becomes a target for 
assassination, Michael’s skills kick in and 
he saves Avila’s life — after which Avila 
blackmails Michael into being his driver/
bodyguard. Meanwhile his lawyer/ex-

girlfriend is trying to keep him out of jail, while his latest love 
interest is a cop that’s investigating the attempted murder. 
Michael is caught in the middle and trying to stay above water. 
This book is fast paced and filled with danger, gruesome action 
and a sense of humor that will keep you turning the pages until 
the last bullets fly. – Emilio
Dutton Books, $26.00.

Graphic Novel 
Tokyo Ghost by Rick Remender (writer) & Sean 
Murphy (artist)
Tokyo Ghost is a brutal cyberpunk dystopia high on 
amphetamines and 114 octane race fuel — high paced action at 
its finest. If that was all it was, however, it would fall by the 
wayside as another fun romp. I was surprised to find that Tokyo 
Ghost has heart, and it gets a lot done in its two volumes. 
There is a shocking amount of character development for the 
protagonists, Debbie and Led. Their childhood, their love, and 
their losses are all on display, and make you care about what 
happens to their tiny glimmer of hope in the terrible future 
they inhabit. – Sam 
Image Comics trade paperbacks, $9.99.

Motor Crush by Brenden Fletcher (writer) &  
Babs Tarr (artist)
Motor Crush is a rapid-fire, high-action cyberpunk racing story 
set in near future southern California. It has a strong female 
protagonist bike racer, and her father, a bike mechanic and ex-
racer, fighting for dominance in the hyper competitive bike 
racing league of the future. Illegal drugs for racing are popular 
in the unlicensed racing scene, and our protagonist has a strong 
addiction that she manages by racing in the underground races 
at night. Throw in a love story, some bike gangs with kickass 
style, and a mysterious backstory, and you are racing along 
with Motor Crush. – Sam
Image Comics trade paperbacks, $9.99.

Fantastic Firsts this October

Science Fiction
An Unkindness of 
Magicians  
by Kat Howard
“When a darkness starts 
making the magic of NYC 
disappear the only one with 
the power to save it wants to 
let it be destroyed.”

Mystery/Thriller
The Blind  
by A.F. Brady
“A psychological 
mind bender where the 
roles of patient and 
doctor become blurred 
beyond recognition.”

Young Adult 
An Enchantment of 
Ravens by Margaret 
Rogerson
“A perfect blend of Faerie 
danger and romance, and a 
book that swept me up in full 
enchantment. A gorgeous 
debut.” - Bookseller Kelly

SF/Fantasy PBO
The Tiger’s 
Daughter by K. 
Arsenault Rivera
“Rich, expansive, 
and grounded in 
human truth...simply 
exquisite.” --V. E. 
Schwab

Mystery PBO
Dead in the Water  
by Denise Swanson
“When Scumble River is 
hit by a disastrous 
tornado the tragic death 
of  a town councilman 
might prove more 
sinister than everyone 
originally thought.”

Mysterious Galaxy’s Fantastic Firsts program is our  
book club that brings you new and exciting reads each  
month at a 20% discount. It’s easy, pick your favorite 

genre (SF/Fantasy, YA, Mystery, Cozy) and receive  
an awesome read each month! 

We can ship it to your door or you can pick it up in store.  
To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at  

858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com


