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Mary Robinette Kowal and Marie Brennan
Sign A Noble Family and Voyage of the Basilisk
Wednesday, May 6, 7:30 PM

Mysterious Galaxy is excited to welcome acclaimed fantasists 
and award-winning authors Mary Robinette Kowal and Marie 
Brennan to the store in celebration of their latest novels. In 
Kowal’s A Noble Family, happily married Sir David and Lady 
Jane Vincent have finally gotten some much-needed rest after 
their adventures in Italy when Vincent receives word that his 
estranged father has passed away. When they finally arrive at 
the estate, however, they soon realize that nearly everything 
they came expecting to find had been a lie. 

Aboard Brennan’s Basilisk, Isabella embarks on her most 
ambitious expedition yet: a two-year trip around the world to 
study all manner of dragons in every place they might be 
found. Magic, shipwrecks, intrigue, glamour, and warfare 
abound in these two stunning alternative Victorian worlds.

Mysterious Galaxy Birthday Bash 
Saturday, May 9, all day

We invite you to join us on Saturday, May 9, for our annual all-
day celebration, featuring some fantastic spotlight authors, a 
celebration of our still new to us location, and, of course, cake! 

11:00 AM: Focus on the Fantastic
Authors Tina Connolly, Kathryn Rose, Barrie Summy, and 
Linda Thomas-Sundstrom

Tina Connolly’s Seriously Wicked explains that “The only thing 
worse than being a witch is living with one,” and includes: “1 
sweet boy-band boy; 1 dragon who lives in an RV garage; 1 
demon who occasionally imitates Elvis; 1 hidden phoenix that’s 
going to explode on Halloween; 1 witch who just wants to run 
the whole city, sheesh, is that too much to ask? And 1 girl 
named Cam trying to fix it all.”

Avalon Rising continues Kathryn Rose’s steampunk Arthurian 
Metal & Lace young adult trilogy. Kathryn presents Vivienne 
with a significant challenge in the person of the villainous Black 
Knight, drawing from both early tales of Arthur, and from 
Monty Python’s famous sketch for inspiration, as Merlin’s 
protégée takes command of an aeroship for personal reasons 
that may be in conflict with those of Camelot’s. 

Local tween author Barrie Summy’s latest “dessert book,”  
following her “I So Don’t Do …” mysteries, is The 
Disappearance of Emily H. Eighth grade new girl Raine has to 
deal not only with her paranormal ability to see bits of others 
memories, but also bullies, who may have had something to do 
with the title character’s disappearance.

Wolf Hunter is the new installment in Linda Thomas-
Sundstrom’s paranormal romantic suspense Wolf Moons 
series from Harlequin’s Nocturne imprint. Romantic Times 
Book Review Magazine noted, “...Thomas-Sundstrom’s 
characters are well-developed and her mythology is both 
creative and fun.”

12:30 PM: Peering into the Darkness
Authors Kelly Dunn, Dennis Etchison, Bobby Norman , and 
Stephen Woodworth, 

Publishers Weekly praised the After Death anthology compiled 
by editor Eric J. Guignard and illustrator Audra Phillips, noting, 
“This anthology addresses one of the most basic questions of 
human existence: what happens when we die? The answers 
come in the form of 34 stories that explore diverse notions…” 
Contributor Kelly Dunn’s tale, “Marvel at the Face of Forever,” 
is a pulp-style tale of vengeful gods.

Dennis Etchison, who has been writing for more than five 
decades, is generally regarded as one of the finest writers in the 
horror genre, especially by his peers. Available titles include A 
Little Black Book of Horror Tales and Talking in the Dark: 
Selected Stories. 

Norco author and screenwriter Bobby Norman’s website 
inquires, “Have no fear? Think again.” Black Water, the first in 
a supernatural trilogy, combines hexes, curses, witches, 
swamps, erotica and the unique atmosphere of Louisiana in a 
horrific paranormal stew. 

Stephen Woodsworth’s writing credits include a first place 
award by Writers of the Future for his story, “Scary Monsters,” 
as well as a nomination for Best First Novel from Locus 
Magazine for Through Violet Eyes. His acting oeuvre includes 
a brief appearance in an episode of “Star Trek: The Next 
Generation.” 

1:30 PM: Cake! Celebrating our 
Balboa Location, and Customer 
Appreciation 
Join us as we salute all of our customers who have made the 
journey to our new location possible ... for 22 years!

2:00 PM: Stellar Science Fiction
Authors Gini Koch, Steve Pantazis

Alien Separation is the eleventh novel in Gini Koch’s hilarious 
and rollicking Alien series. Following the double-universe 
adventures of Universal Alien, Jeff and Kitty Katt-Martini and 
friends and allies in the American Centaurion Diplomatic Corps 
are on the trail of the Mastermind when they are redistributed 
into another solar system, unable to function as a team.

Local SF novelist and short story author Steve Pantazis’s 
“Switch” is included in the stories in Volume 31 of the Writers 
of the Future anthology from Galaxy Press. Steve publishes 
short stories in a variety of genres on his website and updates 
about his work in progress speculative fiction novel, Godnet.

3:30 PM: Mysterious Thrills and Chills
Authors: Craig Faustus Buck, George Galdorisi, and  
Neal Griffin

T. Jefferson Parker praised busy author and mystery advocate 
Craig Faustus’s latest, noting: “Go Down Hard is a spirited mix 
of noir homage and hard-boiled spoof, and Craig Faustus Buck 
gets the proportions just right. Sexy, tough and comic — and 
often all three at once. Noir fans with senses of humor will dig it.”

George Galdorisi is a professional military writer specializing 
in strategy, operations, tactics, and technology; his best-known 
work is probably Tom Clancy Presents: Act of Valor, created in 
close collaboration with the film’s director and members of the 
Navy Special Warfare community. In Tom Clancy’s Op-Center: 
Into the Fire, tensions flare in Northwest Asia and Op-Center 
races to prevent World War III.

Debut local author Neal Griffin’s Benefit of the Doubt is 
Mysterious Galaxy’s Fantastic Firsts selection for May. The 
lives of two desperate men, one a convicted killer and the 
other a disgraced cop, will travel a road marked with blood, 
murder and intrigue and their paths will converge on a small 
Wisconsin town – recommended for fans of Michael Connelly 
and T. Jefferson Parker.

Blake Crouch Signs Pines 
Wayward Pines sneak preview!
Monday, May 11, 7:00 PM

Join us in celebrating the premier of the new television event 
series Wayward Pines. Based off of Crouch’s Pines, the 
television series follows Seattle-based Secret Service Agent 
Ethan Burke (Matt Dillon), who is on a search for two missing 
federal agents. Wayward Pines premiers May 14, but join 
Mysterious Galaxy and author Blake Crouch for a screening 
of the first episode, along with discussion and book signing! 
Attendees at the screening should be 14 years old or older. 
The viewing is free and open to the public. Seating is limited. 
The signing requires purchase of one of Blake’s Wayward 
Pines thrillers from Mysterious Galaxy.

Diane Vallere
Signs With Vics You Get Eggroll
Sunday, May 17, 2:00 PM

Mystery author Diane Vallere’s website declares “I write 
mysteries, and I love fashion. I launched my own detective 
agency at ten years old and have maintained a passion for 
shoes, clues, and clothes ever since.” Mid-century modern 
interior decorator Madison Night, introduced in novella 
“Midnight Ice” in the Other People’s Baggage collection, is 
involved in restoration and crime tied to a rundown ranch in 
With Vics You Get Eggroll. Diane is also the author of the 
Material Witness cozy series, which launched with Suede to 
Rest in Fall 2014.

Lyndsay Faye
Signs The Fatal Flame
Wednesday, May 20, 7:30 PM

Lyndsay Faye’s gritty series featuring Copper Star Timothy 
Wilde reaches its thrilling conclusion with The Fatal Flame. We 
were first introduced to Wilde, an officer in the newly organized 
police force of nineteenth-century New York City, in The Gods 
of Gotham, an Edgar Award nominee for Best First Mystery, 
which was followed by Seven for a Secret. Now in The Fatal 
Flame, an arsonist threatens Alderman Robert Symmes, a 
corrupt and powerful leader. Meanwhile, an orphan girl may 
hold the key to stopping the fires that are terrorizing the city, 
and it’s up to Wilde and Mercy Underhill, to find out what the 
young girl knows before the entire city burns to the ground.

Abbie Bernstein and Nancy Holder
Sign The Art of Mad Max: Fury Road and  
Beauty & the Beast: Some Gave All
Saturday, May 23, 2:00 PM

The Mad Max movie franchise continues with “Fury Road,” as 
two rebels defy the odds in an apocalyptic future. There’s Max, 
a man of action and a man of few words, who seeks peace of 
mind following the loss of his wife and child in the aftermath of 
the chaos. And Furiosa, a woman of action and a woman who 
believes her path to survival may be achieved if she can make it 
across the desert back to her childhood homeland. 

Nancy Holder expands the dark romantic justice of the world 
of Beauty and the Beast in Some Gave All. When Vincent 
Keller is approached by the family of a fellow soldier who 
went missing in Afghanistan, he vows to help them uncover 
the truth behind her disappearance. Meanwhile, Catherine 
Chandler is working on the case of a young girl so traumatized 
by the brutal murder of her aunt that she is unable speak.

Elizabeth George
Signs The Edge of the Shadows
Wednesday, May 27, 6:00 PM

The internationally bestselling author of 
the award-winning Inspector Thomas 
Lynley series and hailed by 
Entertainment Weekly as the “queen of 
the mystery genre,” Elizabeth George has 
carried her success over to her 
paranormal YA series. It all began with 
The Edge of Nowhere, an Agatha and Edgar finalist for Best 
YA Novel, followed by The Edge of the Water. Now in the 
third installment, The Edge of the Shadows, Becca King and 
her friends are wondering if a band of newcomers are 
responsible for a string of fires around Whidbey Island. Becca 
is also honing her paranormal abilities, thanks to fellow 
psychic Diana Kinsale. This suspenseful coming-of-age tale 
has elements of the paranormal, mystery, and romance for 
both YA fans and adult readers alike. 

Rachel Howzell Hall and M.P. Cooley
Sign Skies of Ash and Flame Out
Wednesday, May 27, 7:30 PM

Rachel Howzell Hall’s Los Angeles homicide detective Elouise 
“Lou” Norton returns with Skies of Ash, the second in this 
critically-acclaimed series set in South Los Angeles which 
began with Land of Shadows. Lou and her partner, Colin 
Taggert, investigate a tragic house fire which killed Juliet 
Chatman and her two kids. The husband, Christopher Chatman, 
is devastated he couldn’t save them, but Lou suspects otherwise. 
She sees through the picture-perfect family façade, although her 
colleagues suspect her own marital troubles could be clouding 
her judgment.

California author M.P. Cooley’s well-received debut, Ice 
Shear, introduced mystery readers to widowed FBI agent–
turned–local cop in upstate New York June Lyons. June 
returns in Flame Out, facing a welter of crimes involving the 
volatile Ukrainian-American family of her police partner, 
Dave Batko. 

Steve Martini
Signs The Enemy Inside
Friday, May 29, 7:30 PM

Guest host Laura Akers, Attorney-at-Law, 
will help MGSD welcome best-selling 
author Steve Martini for The Enemy 
Inside – his 13th Paul Madraini legal 
thriller. “Compressing time so a lengthy 
trial fits within the pages of a novel can be 
difficult,” Martini says, “but one way to 
float the story is with humor. Funny things happen in 
courtrooms. The novelist who can exploit them in realistic 
fashion in fiction and do it with flair often has a winning 
formula. Being accurate about the legal system is important, but 
when good fiction dictates that this may not be possible, a good 
laugh may cover your sleight of hand when you are forced to 
take some liberty.” Join us for a legal laugh.

Looking Ahead as Summer Heats Up In-Store: 
Matt Coyle Launch Party – May 30; Greg Proops – May 31; 
Peter Clines – June 2; W. Craig Reed – June 4; Kathy Aarons 
– June 6; Leah Thomas – June 6; Paolo Bacigalupi – June 8; 
Nelson DeMille – June 10; Lindsay Cummings – June 12; 
Stephanie Diaz – June 12; Kris Calvin – June 13; John Rector 
– June 17; Sean Chercover – June 17; Carola Dunn – June 19; 
Anne Flett-Giordano – June 20; Clarion Workshop Series with 
Christopher Barzak – June 24; and much more summer 
reading goodness!
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Speculative Fiction
The Darkside War: Book One of the Icarus Corps  
by Zachary Brown

“The enemy of my enemy is not always a friend.” Humanity 
has been conquered and pacified … for its own good. There are 
many big-bads out there in the ocean of night, and Earth is 
chock-full of willing and unwilling recruits, cannon fodder, 
meat for the grinder. Meet Devlin, one of the not-so willing 
variety. Circumstance has placed our hero in uniform and 
posted to Icarus Crater for training, dark side of the moon, 
babies. Hell of a life. Nightmare aliens throwing everything 
they can think of at you, seemingly trying to kill you. And 
these are supposed to be the good guys. For fans of Starship 
Troopers, Ender’s Game, and perhaps Old Man’s War, though 
the recruits at Icarus are far from old, nor are they expected to 
get much older. One helluva fun Saturday afternoon read. Old 
school action and adventure. Suit up, apes! You wanna live 
forever? April 2015’s Fantastic First Out of This World 
Originals Pick. – Patrick
Saga trade paper original, $14.99.

The Scarlet Gospels by Clive Barker
The Scarlet Gospels is a 

phantasmagoric masterpiece, a revelation 
writ in dripping red grotesqueries. Grand 
tableaux of beautiful terror and terrible 
beauty form the chapter and verse of 
Barker’s revelation, which tells the tale of 
Pinhead, his most famous creation, as the 
Hell Priest starts a war and sets his sights 
on godhood. Harry D’Amour, a battle-
scarred occult detective, is forced to make 
a devil’ s bargain with the 

Cenobite: chronicle the Hell Priest’s gospel like a modern 
Dante, or witness the death of everyone he loves. Weaving 
through this gospel, binding it together, are surprising cords of 
love and humanity, which celebrate the power of diversity. 
Clive Barker owes much to William Blake and Bosch, but Poe 
too is evident in this symphony of horror, with “The Conqueror 
Worm” serving as the chorus: “That motley drama--oh, to be 
sure, it shall not be forgot!... And much of Madness, and more 
of Sin, and Horror the soul of the plot.” If you have any doubts 
about Barker’s vision, The Scarlet Gospels will make you a 
convert. – Rob
St. Martin’s Press, $26.95. 

Day Shift by Charlaine Harris
Charlaine’s Midnight, TX, continues to be the crossroads of 

her fictional universes; in Day Shift, not only do the residents 
of the anti-Cheers town (where no one knows your name or 
your business, unless you choose to share…) incur an influx of 
extraordinary visitors, but several also are required to make 
excursions outside of Midnight. The lynchpin event is psychic 
Manfred Bernardo’s difficulties – when a kindly client dies 
under suspicious circumstances during a meeting with Manfred 
in a Dallas hotel, Manfred is accused of having a hand in her 
murder and the disappearance of her valuables. The deadly 
Olivia and magic-wielding Fiji lend Manfred a hand, both out 
of varying degrees of affection, and a strong desire to see out-
of-town law enforcement remove their attention from Midnight 
and its denizens. Charlaine’s multiple point of view approach 
gives readers insight into a number of residents, both 
decreasing and increasing the mysterious atmosphere of the 
community surrounding Witch Light Road. Great fun – I look 
forward to my next visit to Midnight! – Maryelizabeth
Ace, $27.95.

Mystery & Suspense
The Fifth Gospel by Ian Caldwell

This is a stellar account of a murder and the investigation 
within the confines of the Vatican; however, it is also a 
meticulous lesson on a broad group of intriguing subjects such 
as Church history, Vatican politics, gospel scholarship, 
Renaissance art and criminal trials under canon law. Ugo 
Nogara, a gospel researcher who is about to open an exhibit on 
the Shroud of Christ, is found dead by his close friend Simon 

Andreou, a Roman Catholic priest visiting the Vatican from 
Turkey. Simon summons his brother Alex, an Orthodox priest 
and gospel expert, to the scene of the crime. Simon is arrested 
and being tried by canon law as Alex frantically researches the 
connection of the murder to the gospels and the most precious 
relic of both the Catholic and Orthodox churches, the Turin 
Shroud. So many secrets that people will kill for… a great 
read. – Bunny
Simon and Schuster $25.99. (signed first editions available)

Stone Cold Dead by James W. Ziskin
Ziskin’s Ellie Stone investigative reporter series just keeps 

getting better and better with each book. The third title, Stone 
Cold Dead, once again showcases Ziskin’s mastery of 
language. Ellie is my kind of gal—she’s witty, relentless, and 
doesn’t apologize for throwing back a whiskey after a rough 
day. But underneath that tough exterior is a young lady who’s 
haunted by her past and still aches for her late father’s 
acceptance. This shared vulnerability and sense of loss is what 
connects Ellie to Darleen Hicks, a local fifteen-year-old girl 
who turns up missing. Ellie’s investigation takes her on an 
emotional rollercoaster ride of her own as she peels back the 
layers of a young teenage girl’s tragic journey. This smart 
eloquent thriller with its nostalgic 1960s upstate New York 
setting will make every reader an Ellie Stone fan if they’re not 
already. – Sarah
Seventh Street Books trade paper original, $15.95.

Touch by Claire North
Wow! I was hooked on Touch from the 

first page. Kepler recounts watching the 
body she (he?) had just been occupying 
die from an assassin’s bullets. Then the 
gunman turns away from the body known 
as Josephine, still looking for her. He 
knows she can switch hosts. Kepler is not 
safe yet. Touch has the pace of an express 
train with faulty brakes. A continuous 
chase novel with accounts of past lives 
thrown in to bring humanity to characters constantly changing 
bodies and circumstances. Kepler treats her host bodies well, 
even coming to care for them deeply, especially Josephine. So 
when Josephine is murdered, Kepler looks for revenge. What 
does it mean to be human? What’s love got to do with it? How 
can a thrilling science fiction novel manage to explore the 
meaning of life at a profound level while still sending the 
reader on a roller coaster ride with twists and turns on every 
page? Be prepared to set aside some time to read Touch 
because you won’t want to put this book down.—Linda
Redhook, $26.00.

Inspector of the Dead by David Morrell
The sequel to Murder as a Fine Art, my favorite mystery of 

2013, Inspector of the Dead brings back opium-eater Thomas 
De Quincey, his headstrong daughter Emily and Scotland Yard 
detectives Ryan and Becker. Based on real attempts to 
assassinate Queen Victoria, in Inspector of the Dead, a serial 
killer is targeting the upper crust of British society. With each 
victim, he leaves a note naming a person who previously 
attempted to assassinate Queen Victoria, implying she is the 
ultimate target. De Quincy isn’t the most likable character, nor 
do the British citizens respect him. Fighting his opium 
addiction and poor health, he, nevertheless, is able to look at 
the murder scenes with an unbiased and unique perspective, 
seeing beyond the prejudices of an upper-crust society where 
appearances are everything. Inspector of the Dead skillfully 
blends fact and fiction, re-creating 1855 Victorian London’s 
fog shrouded streets. As always, David Morrell’s impeccable 
research and gifted storytelling elevates Inspector of the Dead 
to the pinnacle of historical thrillers. – Linda
Mulholland Books, $26.00. 

Y-factor
An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir

This is an epic YA fantasy told from alternating POVs: Laia, 
a Scholar fighting to save her brother and Elias, the Martial 
soldier who is fighting for his freedom. Laia agrees to help the 

Resistance by going undercover as a slave into the empire’s 
toughest military academy in exchange for her brother’s 
freedom. Elias must fight to the death to be the next Martial 
emperor, a title he doesn’t want despite being the academy’s 
most promising candidate. Inevitably, Laia and Elias’s paths 
cross, and it’s like fireworks going off. Despite being on 
opposite sides of the battle, they realize their destinies are 
intermingled. The Rome-like world-making here is terrifying 
and astounding, an impressive unforgettable debut that’s also 
an Indies Introduces: New Voices pick and a YA Fantastic First 
Pick for May! – Sarah
Razorbill/Penguin, $19.95.

A Court of Thorns and Roses by Sarah J. Maas
I woke up in the middle of the night a week ago thinking….

gosh if “Beauty and the Beast” and Hunger Games had a love 
child, it would be A Court of Thorns and Roses. After 
mistakenly killing a faerie, Feyre is given the choice of death, 
or living with Tamlin, a lethal and cursed faerie Lord. Taken to 
a dark and mysterious country, Feyre must learn to navigate 
through faerie politics and defeat dangerous creatures. Feyre 
soon discovers not all is at it appears and she is slowly drawn 
to Tamlin. As a mere human in a land ruled by magic, Feyre 
must use her expertise with a bow and clever killer instincts to 
keep herself and Tamlin alive. A Court of Thorns and Roses is 
an imaginative, action-packed and sexy fairy tale retelling; you 
are sure to enjoy each and every page. – Ashley
Bloomsbury Publishing, $18.00.

Woof by Spencer Quinn
Spencer Quinn has already proven that he has no trouble 

getting inside a dog’s head and providing a convincing voice 
with the Chet and Bernie mysteries. His new middle grade 
series features the just adopted, slightly slobbery but handsome 
mutt Bowser, and his new pal, eleven-year-old Birdie Gaux. 
When Birdie and her grandmother bring Bowser home to the 
family bait and tackle shop in the bayou, they find that their 
prize stuffed marlin is missing. Bowser and his powerful nose 
immediately sniff out a clue in the form of a cigar discarded by 
the dock. This sends Birdie and Bowser on the trail to danger. 
Narrated by Bowser, and similar to the mysteries as told by 
Chet the Jet, Woof is perfect for adults and kids who like dogs 
and mysteries. It helps to be easily convinced that our pooches 
know what’s going on, but are simply distracted by bacon and 
cats. – Linda
Scholastic Press, $16.99. 

A Wicked Thing By Rhiannon Thomas
It is a difficult thing to stand out among the slew of YA 

authors who tackle fairy tales. But A Wicked Thing certainly 
does so. It has a wonderfully fast paced plot, good writing, and 
a refreshing narrative. When Aurora (“Sleeping Beauty”) 
wakes up after a hundred years, she is viewed as only a 
character out of a legendary story – a princess meant to save 
and rule the kingdom with her one true love. But Aurora wants 
to write her own story and A Wicked Thing is less about 
recasting a fairy tale heroine as a love-stricken teen than it is 
about Aurora challenging her own fate. A fun read and a 
welcome addition to the Fairy Tale genre. – Kelly
HarperTeen, $17.99.

Denton Little’s Deathdate by Lance Rubin
The story opens with seventeen-year-old Denton Little 

waking up from a crazy night of debauchery that he can’t 
remember. He may or may not have had sex for the first time 
with a girl who wasn’t his girlfriend. What’s worse is that she’s 
his best friend’s bitchy sister. But none of that compares to the 
fact that he is scheduled to die the next day. This is a world 
where everyone knows the day they will die, and poor Denton’s 
happens to be one the day of senior prom. You will be laughing 
until you cry and this is only the first chapter. I absolutely adored 
Denton Little. He’s genuine, endearing, and you can’t help 
praying that the purple rash that’s crawling up his body is 
harmless. But hey, maybe it’d be cool to die at the hands of a 
purple splotch. This outrageous debut (and Indies Introduces: 
New Voices pick) charmed me to the very end. – Sarah
Knopf Books for Young Readers, $17.99.
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