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Gaslight Gathering
Town and Country Hotel
Friday, May 2 – Sunday, May 4

The Gaslight Gathering Steampunk and Victoriana convention 
makes its spectacular return on May 2-4, 2014. Offerings at the 
gala event include the Friday Night Concert with Professor 
Elemental; the Junto Academy, featuring demonstrations and 
workshops in the arts of steampunk making and costuming; the 
Art Salon; the Martian Maker Room, an exhibition of the many 
mechanical contrivances and scientific advances inspired by 
the Conquest of Mars; and the Gentleman Steampunk and 
Victorian Fashion Show. Cherie Priest is the Writer Guest of 
Honor, along with Todd McCaffrey, David Lee Summers, and 
Vernor Vinge! 

Mysterious Galaxy will be among the merchants gathered in 
the environs of the Town and Country Hotel. More 
information is available at gaslightgathering.org/.

California Bookstore Day
Saturday, May 3, all day

Join the party! It’s happening here. Throughout California 
ninety-three bookstores are promoting thirteen books and art 
pieces that have been specially published and produced for 
this special day. There will be no pre-sales allowed. Check 
out these one of a kind finds at cabookstoreday.com. The day 
will feature the Write Out Loud crew who will do dramatic 
readings from prestigious California authors, such as Ray 
Bradbury, Dr. Seuss, and Raymond Chandler. In addition, 
Mysterious Galaxy will host an afternoon spotlight with 
Kimberly Derting (The Taking), Alyson Noël (Horizon), and 
Margaret Stohl (Icons), three great young adult authors who 
will discuss and sign their latest and share their appreciation 
of independent booksellers and what we bring to our 
communities!

Daryl Gregory
Signs Afterparty
Sunday, May 4, 2:00 PM

Afterparty, Daryl Gregory’s near-future SF novel about 
neuroscience, drugs, crime, and religion, is MG’s May 
Fantastic Firsts Pick. Russell Letson of Locus Magazine 
notes: “This is a real science-fiction crime thriller: the old 
evils and insanities are all there, given new twists by the 
double-edged blades of science and technology. And, like the 
best crime and SF novels, those moral and philosophical 
questions linger, after the mere whodunnit puzzles have been 
solved.”

Charlaine Harris
Midnight Crossroad Launch Party
Monday, May 5, 9:00 PM
Books available at midnight!

MGSD is thrilled to host the 
midnight launch party for the 
first in a new trilogy by Charlaine 
Harris, Midnight Crossroad! (See 
Maryelizabeth’s review on our website.) 
Our special evening will begin when 

doors open at 9:00 PM, and includes socializing with fellow 
Charlaine fans, a trivia contest with prizes from Penguin 
USA, cake and refreshments, and more! Fans can listen to 
Charlaine at 11:00 PM, then gather for the release of the first 
copies into the wild at the stroke of midnight, via our usual 
ticketed signing line procedure with your copy of Midnight 
Crossroad from MG. 

Saturday, May 10
Mysterious Galaxy’s 21st Birthday Bash

Celebrating 21 years of bookselling

On Saturday, May 8, 1993, a new store opened in Clairemont 
Square, dedicated to the staff’s passion for books of “Martians, 
Murder, Magic and Mayhem.” Today, more than twenty years 
later, that passion continues. We invite you to join us on 
Saturday, May 10, for our annual all-day celebration, featuring 
some fantastic spotlight authors from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM, 
special bargains, and, of course, cake! 

11:00 AM: Spotlight on  
Young Readers and Young Adults

 The day’s festivities kick off with our spotlight on books for 
readers of all ages. Debra Driza’s Mila 2.0 returns in 
Renegade, as the title character struggles with her identity 

crisis, in a thriller about humanity, warfare, and artificial 
intelligence. Amy Tintera’s Wren Connolly, having survived 
death and becoming a Reboot, struggles for survival and 
understanding in Rebel. Jenn Reese brings her Above World 
trilogy to a conclusion with Horizon, as the bonds Aluna and 
her friends forged to help their disparate communities thrive 
are assaulted by a high tech enemy. And comic book and 
animation writer and producer Greg Weisman’s fantasy 
novel, Rain of the Ghosts, is an adventure in magical realism 
for readers of all ages. 

Noon: Spotlight on John Lescroart

Our noon spotlight is on The Keeper, the latest from 
bestselling crime thriller author John Lescroart. Against a 
backdrop of conspiracy and corruption, ambiguous motives 
and suspicious alibis, an obsessed Abe Glitsky closes in on 
the elusive truth behind a string of homicides, aided by 
Disman Hardy. As other deaths begin to pile up, he realizes, 
perhaps too late, that the next victim might be him.

1:00 PM: Spotlight on  
Speculative Fiction 

Aliens, ghosts, spell-casters and Klingons share our 1:00 
spotlight. Gini Koch’s Alien Collective takes Jeff and Kitty 
Katt-Martini on another high-voltage adventure of futuristic 
romance and politics. Chris Marie Green introduces Jensen 
Murphy, Ghost for Hire, in her new paranormal suspense 
novel, Only the Good Die Young. Local author Janet Tait 
debuts her urban fantasy romance, Cast Into Darkness, 
introducing magical “Null” Kate Hamilton. And MG’s own 
Jeff Mariotte takes Admiral James T. Kirk back to the planet 
Neural to investigate the consequences of the Serpents in the 
Garden in an original novel in the Star Trek: The Original 
Series universe.

2:00 PM: Spotlight on Fantastic Fiction

Hugo-award winning (and current nominee) author, Mary 
Robinette Kowal, is also a voice actor and professional 
puppeteer. In Valour and Vanity, the fourth in her magical 
Regency series, master glamourists Jane and Vincent are 
stranded in a foreign land, victims of a clever con. Marie 
Brennan is a former academic with a background in 
archaeology, anthropology, and folklore, which are reflected 
in her fantasy writings. Her latest, The Tropic of Serpents, 
continues the adventures of the world’s premier dragon 
naturalist, Lady Trent, introduced in 2013’s Fantastic Firsts 
Pick, A Natural History of Dragons. Since both authors have 
a flair for the dramatic, both will be in regency dress and 
there will be puppets during this fantastic spotlight, just 
before cake is served!

4:00 PM: Spotlight on Mystery & Suspense

Our final spotlight takes readers down some dark fictional 
streets and into the heat of the desert, as we focus on mystery 
authors David Putnam and Elizabeth Reyes. Los Angeles 
author and recognized law enforcement officer, David, uses 
his decades of experience to inform his hard-boiled debut, 
The Disposables. Elizabeth’s Desert Heat – launching at our 
Birthday Bash! – is the first in a new romantic suspense series 
from the best-selling author. Check our website for her 
ebooks, including January’s Forever Yours.

Samantha Shannon
Signs The Bone Season
Wednesday, May 14, 7:00 PM

The Bone Season, Samantha Shannon’s debut, was one of 
MG’s 2013 Fantastic First Picks, and received international 
publishing acclaim as well. Our review noted: “A compelling 
plot, combined with a richly developed alternative world, 
give first-time author Samantha Shannon an excellent start to 
a planned seven volume series.” Join the British paranormal 
and dystopian fiction author for The Bone Season’s release in 
paperback, and a possible glimpse of what is to come for 
clairvoyant Paige in The Mime Order later this summer.

Craig Johnson
Signs Any Other Name
At the Mission Viejo City Hall Council Chamber  
Friday, May 16, 7:00 PM

Join New York Times Bestselling Author Craig Johnson as he 
discusses his new book in the Longmire Mystery Series, Any 
Other Name. The award-winning Wyoming mystery series 
has been adapted into a very successful television show for 
the A&E channel. Don’t forget the recent Spirit of Steamboat, 
as Walt Longmire experiences a Western version of A 

Christmas Carol. This event is free and is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Mission Viejo Library. Books will be available 
on-site from Mysterious Galaxy. 

Glen Hirschberg and Weston Ochse
Sign Motherless Child and Grunt Life
Sunday, May 18, 2:00 PM

Our Sunday afternoon offers chills and thrills with horror 
authors Glen Hirschberg and Weston Ochse. Glen’s 
acclaimed Motherless Child, formerly only available in 
collectible small press limited release, offers his unique 
contemporary version of traditional (non-sparkling!) 
vampires. Check out Glen’s blog for behind the scene 
glimpses at inspirational music and more. 

Weston, known for his SEAL Team 666 paranormal military 
thrillers, brings a new squad to the defense of humanity – Task 
Force OMBRA – with Grunt Life, a Fantastic Firsts Pick!

HarperTeen Summer Story Crush!
With Kiera Cass, Kevin Emerson, and Amanda Maciel
Monday, May 19, 7:00 PM

What better way to prepare for a fabulous summer than to 
add titles from three HarperTeen authors to the summer 
reading stack! Recent WonderCon Guest and bestselling 
author Kiera Cass will discuss The One, the latest in the 
Selection series. Kevin Emerson takes a break from his 
Atlanteans series with Exile, the first in a new series 
celebrating romance, freedom, and rock and roll. And while 
the anti-bullying coming-of-age Tease is Amanda Maciel’s 
debut novel, she comes with a background in publishing as 
she is also an editor at Scholastic. The evening’s panel will be 
moderated by local YA book blogger Stacee Evans 
(Adventures of a Book Junkie). 

Jim Butcher
Signs Skin Game
Wednesday, May 28, 7:00 PM

Harry Dresden has faced any number of 
challenges, and (mostly) lived to fight another 
day. Sometimes survival has required 
compromise, like incurring obligations to the 
Queen of Air and Darkness – the uncomfortable 

situation that opens the new 
Dresden Files novel, Skin Game. Come 
talk role-playing games, comics, and 
stories for supporting characters with 
Jim! 

This is a numbered event – numbers for 
the signing line are free with the 
purchase of Skin Game from Mysterious 
Galaxy, available May 27th, starting at 
10 AM in San Diego.

Matthew Quirk
Signs The Directive
Friday, May 30, 7:00 PM

Edgar nominee and winner of the Thriller and Strand Critics 
Awards, Matthew Quirk follows his debut, The 500, with a 
new adventure for Mike Ford. Having survived the politics of 
Washington, DC, Mike and his brother are now attempting 
the heist of a lifetime against the forces of Wall Street in The 
Directive. Come talk legal larceny, the 1%, and the ways 
morality can shift with power with Matthew on this Friday. 

SFWA Southern California Reading Series
Launch Saturday, May 31, 2:00 PM

The SFWA Southern California Reading Series are free 
quarterly events that allow the Science Fiction and Fantasy 
community a chance to gather, network, and enjoy readings 
from local and visiting authors. Mysterious Galaxy is thrilled 
to be the host venue. Each event features three authors who 
read from their latest work, followed by a question and 
answer session and a signing. The featured readers at the 
inaugural event will be Cecil Castellucci and Nalo 
Hopkinson, with a third reader to be announced.

Looking Ahead into Summer: 
Joseph Finder – June 2; Sarah Lotz – June 3; Phoenix 
Comicon (AZ) – June 5 – 8; Jane Lindskold – June 6; Paul D. 
Marks – June 7; Greg van Eekhout – June 10; Jenny 
Milchman – June 11; Daniel Wilson – June 13; Rachel 
Howzell Hall – June 15; Jo Walton – June 17; Deborah 
Rodriguea in Mission Viejo – June 17; Summer Lovin’ 2.0 
Tour with C.J. Flood, Suzanne Young, Deb Calletti, Sarah 
Ockler & Jody Casella – June 23; Ingrid Thoft – June 30; and 
then July and Independence Celebrations!
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