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Rachel Marks and friends
Fire & Bone 

Sunday, February 25, 2:00 PM

Kirsten Imani Kasai
The House of Erzulie

Saturday, March 3, 2:00 PM

The Writers Coffeehouse
With Jonathan Maberry

Sunday, March 4, Noon

Tomi Adeyemi
Children of Blood and Bone  
Launch Party

Guest Host Cindy Pon 
Want

Monday, March 5, 7:00 PM

Thisbe Nissen
Our Lady of the Prairie

Jay Baron Nicorvo
The Standard Grand

Thursday, March 8, 7:30 PM

Ashley Poston
Heart of Iron

Guest Host Kiersten White 
And I Darken

Friday, March 9, 7:00 PM

Alma Katsu
The Hunger

Saturday, March 10, 2:00 PM

Gregg Hurwitz
Hellbent

Saturday, March 10, 5:00 PM

Naomi Hirahara
Hiroshima Boy

Sunday, March 11, 2:00 PM (PDT!)

Tahereh Mafi
Restore Me

Guest Host Marie Lu 
Warcross

Tuesday, March 13, 7:00 PM

Brendan Reichs
Genesis

Guest Host Kiersten White 
Mind Games

Wednesday, March 14, 6:00 PM
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Speculative Fiction 
Blood of the Four by Christopher Golden  

& Tim Lebbon 
Magic is power. For Princess Phela, magic 
is the power to become Queen, the 
absolute and unassailable ruler of her 
world. For Blane, a Bajuman slave and 
lowest of the low, magic is the power to 
free his people from servitude and abuse. 
Blood of the Four is the story of their 
struggle, magic against magic, and of their 
bitter apocalyptic war to the death. Along 
the way, authors Lebbon and Golden deftly 

upset reader preconceptions regarding plucky kick-ass 
princesses and heroic freedom-fighters to bring the story to a 
fabulous conclusion, one wholly unexpected yet perfectly right. 
Highly recommended! – David 
HarperCollins, $24.99. A March Fantastic First Pick!

Senlin Ascends by Josiah Bancroft
Sometimes our expectations are dashed to 
the ground and pummeled when faced with 
reality. This happens for Thomas Senlin 
when he and his wife Marya take a trip to 
the Tower of Babel in Josiah Bancroft’s 
debut novel. Thomas’ romanticized vision 
of the tower as a beautiful place full of 
wonders and amenities is immediately 
shattered when he arrives at the base of the 
tower and is separated from his new bride 
within minutes. In order to find her again, 

he has to start going up through the floors, or Ringdoms, of the 
tower. His encounters range from the surreal (such as an entire 
floor where visitors are cast in a play that they’ve never read or 
rehearsed) to the suspiciously serene (a floor dedicated to 
bathhouses and bars). Thomas will have to use every wit he has 
to find his wife or he’ll end up like all the other visitors: 
indentured servants or dead. Bancroft’s novel is a fun 
Steampunk adventure that will make you want to find out what 
lies on the next floor, and each one thereafter. – Emilio
Orbit Books trade paper original, $15.99.

The Coincidence Makers by Yoav Blum
It may or may not be a coincidence that 
you are reading this review (and possibly 
this book). Since every coincidence is 
orchestrated by the Coincidence Makers 
(CM), it is hard to determine if free will 
exists at all. Enter this world where the 
CM class of ‘75 consists of Emily, Eric, 
and Guy. “The General” leads them 
through the steps and the foundations that 
allow them to work on this parallel plane, 

and we will see how coincidences can be manufactured and 
manipulated by this highly skilled group. But to what purpose, 
and why? You will have to read this genre-bending, unique 
novel to find out. – Terry 
St. Martin’s Press, $26.99.

The Power by Naomi Alderman
What would the world look like if men—
not women—lived in constant fear of their 
physical safety? The Power is a terrifying 
yet illuminating book that flips a very real 
issue on its head. Naomi Alderman will not 
only make you think about gender, but also 
race, class, war, religion, refugees, and so 
much more. Reading this book is powerful 
in itself: its basis in reality is frightening, 
yet the light Naomi is able to shed on that 
reality is a timely reminder of why we read 

and write speculative fiction in today’s world. A moving 
novel—and a call to arms for everyone to pay close attention to 
the power within themselves. – Kelly 
Little Brown, $26.00.

The Hunger by Alma Katsu
The tale of the ill-fated Donner Party’s 
passage through the Sierra Mountains is a 
staple of American Western mythology. 
Scholars blame arrogance, a late start, an 
untested shortcut, and other poor decisions 
for the party’s being stranded by winter, 
leading to the deaths of about half the 
group, and a significant number of the 
survivors turning to cannibalism. But what 
if there was a more sinister cause for their 
behavior? “Turn back, or you will all die.” 

You’ve been warned! Recommended for fans of Dan Simmons’ 
The Terror and Christopher Golden’s Ararat. – Maryelizabeth
Putnam, $27.00.

Mystery & Suspense
The Sandman by Lars Kepler
The Sandman is a brilliant, terrifying 
thriller by Swedish superstar Lars Kepler. 
It features a young police inspector, Saga 
Bauer, who goes deep undercover as a 
patient in a maximum-security psychiatric 
unit where Sweden’s most dangerous 
serial killer, Jurek Walter, is serving a life 
sentence. Her goal is to get him to reveal 
something that will help the police find 
one of his victims, who is still alive 
thirteen years after being buried. But can 
she outwit him? And survive? Replete with shocking plot 
twists and the horrifying backstories of the two detectives who 
caught Jurek thirteen years ago, you may want to sleep with 
the lights on. Connoisseurs of Scandinavian crime fiction are 
in for a treat. – Kim 
Alfred A. Knopf, $27.95.

The Last Equation of Isaac Severy by Nova Jacobs 
Isaac Severy knew his death was imminent, so before he took 
matters into his own hands, he wrote his adopted granddaughter, 
Hazel, a cryptic note about his work, the need to destroy it, and 
instructions to deliver his final equation to a person who is 
unknown to her. It is a complete puzzle to her (as she has never 

Meet Our Booksellers

Christine: 
Christine, Fearless Book Club Discussion Leader, once 
thought she read a smidgen of all genres, but now realizes she 
needs a bigger smidgen. 

Constance: 
Strong characterization, imperfect but kick-ass protagonists, 
plots that hold you captive, and beautiful prose are just some 
of the things that make a great book for her. 

David: 
An unlikely child of reason and romance, David loves 
science fiction and fantasy — anything surprising, beautiful, 
and true. 

Emilio: 
Emilio is an avid reader of Fantasy, Horror and gruesome 
thrillers. He’s dabbled in the Science Fiction world from time 
to time and can be seen cursing the sun most mornings. 

Kelly: 
Kelly is a reader of all things fantastic: from children’s 
fantasy literature (especially Harry Potter) to modern fantasy 
to medieval literature. Dark, lush, magical, and folk/ fairy-
tale stories are sure to capture her heart.  

Kim:
Crooks, murderers, detectives, and spies – a lover of mystery 
and suspense, Kim is a crime novel enthusiast.

Maryelizabeth:
Maryelizabeth reads across all of Mysterious Galaxy’s focus 
genres and media (prose, sequential art, ebooks, and 
occasionally audiobooks), with an emphasis on sociological 
fiction.
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liked math), made urgent because Isaac insists that more deaths 
will result. Hazel has always felt like a misfit among the Severy 
family of geniuses, mathematicians, and physicists, especially 
since her bookstore in Seattle is currently failing and she is 
living in the backroom because she has nowhere else to go. As 
Hazel searches for clues that will lead her to fulfill her 
grandfather’s last wish, many secrets about her adopted relatives 
begin to unfold. This is a fun and literary mystery from a debut 
author to watch. – Terry 
Touchstone, $25.00.

Sometimes I Lie by Alice Feeney
Sometimes I Lie is a mind-bending, 
Hitchcockian British thriller complete with 
a cliffhanger ending. It features a woman 
in a coma with amnesia, and she is the 
poster child for unreliable narrators. Events 
from the present and her ambiguous past 
comprise the story. As the labyrinthine plot 
unfolds, the truth repeatedly unravels amid 
the characters’ dysfunctional relationships, 
secrets, and lies. The provocative and 
enigmatic ending has already spawned 

online conjecture and discussion. A beautifully crafted, taut and 
diabolically twisty literary thriller, Feeney’s debut is on par with 
best of the genre. Not to be missed, if you like surprises. – Kim
Flatiron Books, $26.99. 

If I Die Tonight by Alison Gaylin
“Life only gives us as much as we can 
take.” So states Jackie Reed’s friend Helen.
This is a major understatement in the life 
of Jackie and her two sons, Wade and 
Connor. A high school boy is killed trying 
to prevent a carjacking. As the 
investigation moves forward, the story 
reveals that everyone involved has dark 
secrets and has lied to family, friends and 
the police. Wade is the crux of the story as 
it becomes clear that he is troubled. Wade 

becomes the focus of the inquest, which begins to take a 
tremendous toll on his family. Cyber bullying, intimidation, low 
self-esteem, over valued sense of worth, unconditional love, all 
of these powerful emotions are rolled into this compelling 
mystery. I was compelled to keep reading but yet felt trepidation 
as to what the next chapter might bring, right down to the very 
last reveal. Great read! – Christine
William Morrow & Co., $26.99; and trade paperback $16.99.

The Echo Killing by Christi Daugherty
The Echo Killing is the first book in a 
sparkling new series featuring crime 
reporter Harper McClain. Sharp and 
spirited, yet vulnerable, Harper is haunted 
by the memory of her mother’s brutal, 
unsolved murder fifteen years ago. After 
she views a crime scene virtually identical 
to her mother’s, she begins investigating 
them both, hoping to find a connection 
between them that will lead to the killer. In 
her increasingly desperate and obsessive 

quest to solve the murders, Harper breaks all the rules, and the 
law, eventually losing her career, her home, her friends and her 
lover. Daugherty’s portrayal of crime journalism is fascinating, 
and her depiction of lush and languid Savannah is glorious. But 
it is her superbly drawn characters and their engaging dialogue 
that make this new series a standout. Highly recommended for 

fans of suspenseful, atmospheric mysteries and strong female 
protagonists. – Kim
Minotaur books, $24.99. 

Young Adult
Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi

Children of Blood and Bone, the first book 
in Tomi’s Legacy of Orïsha  young adult 
fantasy trilogy, introduces readers to the 
West Africa-reminiscent kingdom and its 
once common, now persecuted minority 
magic wielders, the divîners. Tomi 
interweaves the point of view of divîner 
Zélie Adebola, who is both eager and 
fearful to embrace her heritage, and 
fanatically anti-maji King Saran’s 
offspring, Princess Amari who questions 

the established narrative, and Crown Prince Inan, torn between 
fulfilling his father’s expectations and determining his own 
values. At times as graphically brutal as it is compelling, this 
stellar new fantasy will have an enduring legacy. Highly 
recommended. – Maryelizabeth
Henry Holt, $18.99.

The Belles by Dhonielle Clayton
Beauty is power. Beauty is a necessity. Beauty is everything. 
In a society where beauty is not just what you look like but who 
you are, the Belles are the greatest 
treasures of a cursed kingdom. They are 
“goddess blessed” with gifts that let them 
shape your very flesh, like clay, into any 
shape or color. But has their power made 
them honored servants of the kingdom or 
puppeteered prisoners in gilded cages with 
fine dresses nibbling on dainty macaroons?
Fantastically crafted, The Belles brings to 
life a richly imagined world that harkens 
back to the American South and decadence 
of Louis the XVI. The author vividly paints detail into every 
nook and cranny, while throwing you into the middle of a court 
filled with lies, cruelty, and a sick darkness slithering underneath 
a thin veneer of rosy lips and flawless skin. Sometimes the most 
beautiful monsters are the ones to fear the most, for they smile 
at you while tearing you apart. A truly unique read compared to 
many in its genre and a must read of 2018. – Constance
Free Form Books, $17.99.

Inkmistress by Audrey Coulthurst
Inkmistress is just your standard “demigoddess with the power 
to alter reality by expressing how she’d like to see the world in 
her blood accidently catalysts her 
girlfriend’s transformation into a dragon, 
setting off deadly consequences for the 
inhabitants of their country fairy tale.” 
Asra, who has been raised in very 
sheltered circumstances by the local healer, 
must not only deal with trying to rein in 
Ina’s quest for vengeance, but also 
question her own mythological heritage, 
determine whether a group of assassins are 
allies or adversaries, and muddle through 
everyday interactions with other beings in a far more 
concentrated form than she has previously experienced. 
Recommended for fantasy readers who like their magical 
creatures interspersed with plenty of kissing. – Maryelizabeth
Balzer & Bray, $17.99.

March Fantastic Firsts
So many good books come out each month and it can be hard to pick the next great read to dive into.  

That’s where our Fantastic Firsts monthly book subscription comes in! Our staff hand picks 4-6 of their favorite new books each month.  
As a subscriber, you can pick one or more of these books each month and receive a great new read at a 20% discount. We can ship it to you or you can pick it up in store.  

To learn more, talk to any of our booksellers, call us at 858-268-4747, or check us out online at mystgalaxy.com

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Blood of the Four  
Golden by 
Christopher, Lebbon, 
Tim 
“A wholly unexpected, 
yet perfectly right story. 
Highly recommended!”  
– David 

Science Fiction/Fantasy
Daughters of the 
Storm by Kim 
Wilkins
A Norse-flavored fantasy 
epic in the tradition of 
Naomi Novik, Peter V. 
Brett, and Robin Hobb.

Mystery/Thriller
The Last Equation of 
Isaac Severy by Nova 
Jacobs
“A brilliant first novel radiant 
with promise of even better to 
come.”– Booklist, starred 
review

Cozy Mystery Paperback
Hummus and 
Homicide by Kashian, 
Tina
“A delectable read!” 
– Bestselling author 
Shelley Freydont

 
Alison Gaylin
If I Die Tonight

Thursday, March 15, 7:30 PM

Josh Finney
Casefile: ARKHAM -  
Her Blood Runs Cold

Friday, March 16, 7:30 PM

Audrey Coulthurst
Inkmistress

Saturday, March 17, 2:00 PM

Marcie Colleen
Cruising for a Snoozing

Sunday, March 18, 2:00 PM

Lauren Toyota
Hot for Food Vegan Comfort Classics: 
101 Recipes to Feed Your Face

Monday, March 19, 7:00 PM

Book Discussion Group
John Dies at the End

Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 PM

Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff
Obsidio

Guest Host Kiersten White 
 Now I Rise

Wednesday, March 21, 7:00 PM

Tina LeCount Myers
The Song of All

Thursday, March 22, 7:30 PM

Jonathan Maberry
Glimpse Launch Party

Tuesday, March 27, 7:30 PM

Gayle Forman
I Have Lost My Way

Friday, March 30, 5:30 PM (note time)

Joe Lansdale
Jackrabbit Smile

Saturday, March 31, 2:00 PM

Science Fiction/Fantasy
The Coincidence 
Makers by Yoav Blum
There may be no such 
thing as a coincidence. 
Find out why ... in this 
genre-bending debut.

Young Adult
Children of Blood and 
Bone byTomi 
Adeyemi
“A sprawling fantasy 
teeming with deep and 
meaningful magic.”  
– Kelly


