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New Year’s Day Sale
Sunday, January 1, 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Our New Year’s Day Sale takes place on Sunday, January 1, 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. To participate, customers must 
make an in-store purchase during the holidays, beginning on 
Indies First Day / Small Business Saturday. When they do, they 
will receive a special coupon entitling them to some great 
discounts and bargains!

Then, on New Year’s Day, start things off right by joining us 
at MGSD for our storewide sale! Coupons are required to 
participate and are honored for in-store sales only. (Offer 
excludes reserved books, gift certificates, and Kobo ebooks.) 

The X-Files: Origins Launch Party
With Jonathan Maberry and Kami Garcia
Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 PM

Before the FBI, before the X-Files, they were just two teenagers 
in search of the truth. X-Files fans will be able to add a new 
chapter to Mulder and Scully’s story with The X-Files: 
Origins series, a pair of YA novels about 15-year-old Dana 
Scully and 17-year-old Fox Mulder. Agent of Chaos and Devil’s 
Advocate are set in the spring of 1979, when serial murder, the 
occult, and government conspiracy were highlighted in the 
news. Mulder and Scully experience life-changing events that 
set them on the path to becoming the FBI agents. Acclaimed 
bestselling author Kami Garcia tells Mulder’s story in Agent of 
Chaos, and bestselling author and Renaissance man Jonathan 
Maberry tells Scully’s in Devil’s Advocate. IDW Publishing 
publishes both a series of X-Files prose anthologies and comics, 
both continuing the original classic television show storyline, 
and telling tales of the Origins.

Lost Girls Launch Party
With Merrie Destefano, Sara Wolf, and Rachel Marks
Saturday, January 7, 2:00 PM 

The Galaxy offers New YA for the New Year with our Lost 
Girls launch party, which will include a trio of authors, 
cupcakes, swag, and raffle prizes! Novelist and magazine 
editor Merrie Destefano is best known to readers as the author 
of urban fantasies with elements of romance, mystery, danger 
and the supernatural. Her first print young adult work, Lost 
Girls revisits her enthusiasm for strong female protagonists 
who can fight their own battles. Party author Rachel Marks, 
author of Darkness Savage, enthused, “Lost Girls is full of 
mystery, meltable romance, and gritty magnetism. I seriously 
couldn’t put it down.” And see Constance’s review of Sara 
Wolf’s Love Me Never on Page 2 of this newsletter. 

Mette Ivie Harrison
Signs For Time and All Eternities
Thursday, January 19, 7:30 PM 

Huffington Post contributor Mette Ivie 
Harrison has an impressive oeuvre: 
Mormon in progress, mystery and YA 
author, Princeton PhD in Germanic 
Languages and Literatures, All-American 
triathlete, mother of 5. Publishers Weekly 
praised The Bishop’s Wife, her first 
mystery, “Harrison makes her adult debut 
with a stunning contemporary mystery 
set in Mormon country... [She] easily 
transports readers into a world most will 

find as unfamiliar as a foreign country.” For Time and All 
Eternities, the third Linda Wallheim mystery, is also a novel of 
a crisis of faith. 

Laura Anne Gilman
Signs The Cold Eye
Saturday, January 21, noon 

Return to the weird historical American 
Devil’s West of Silver on the Road with 
Laura Anne Gilman and The Cold Eye. 
The Devil’s Left Hand, Isobel, and her 
more experienced traveling companion, 
Gabriel, ride through the Territory 
seeking the source of mysterious 
supernatural disasters. Laura Anne — writer, freelance editor, 
wine nerd, cat-herder, amateur traveler, and professional nap-
taker – has committed to donating a portion of all sales of 
copies of The Cold Eye purchased at Mysterious Galaxy to the 
American Civil Liberties Union. Please note Laura Anne’s 
“High Noon” signing time. 

Thomas Perry and Jo Perry
Sign The Old Man and Dead is Best
Sunday, January 22, 2:00 PM 

Stephen King observed, “The fact is, 
there are probably only half a dozen 
suspense writers now alive who can be 
depended upon to deliver high voltage 
shocks, vivid, sympathetic characters, 
and compelling narratives each time they 
publish. Thomas Perry is one of them.” 
Tom’s latest stand-alone, The Old Man, is an Indie Next Pick 
for January 2017. Former Army intelligence officer Dan 
Chase and his three dogs are alleged to have access to stolen 
millions, despite their quiet rural Vermont life – an 
assassination attempt sets him on the run. Jo Perry’s Dead Is 
Better and its sequel, Dead Is Best, are dark, comic, 
unconventional mysteries featuring the murdered Charles 
Stone and his canine companion in the afterlife, Rose. 

Sherrilyn Kenyon
Book Launch Party for Born of Vengeance
Sunday, January 22, 4:00 PM 

Calling all Menyons! The Galaxy is delighted to 
welcome back international bestselling author 
Sherrilyn Kenyon signing Born of Vengeance, her latest in the 
League: Nemesis Rising series. Since 2003, Sherrilyn has 
placed more than 75 novels on the New York Times bestseller 
list in all formats, including manga and graphic novels. Her 
books are available in over 100 countries where eager fans 
impatiently wait for the next release. The Chronicles of Nick 
and Dark-Hunter series are soon to be major motion pictures 
while Dark-Hunter, Lords of Avalon and The League are 
currently in development for television. Sherrilyn will be 
joined by Alethea Kontis, the co-author of The Dark-Hunter 
Companion. This is a numbered event – numbers for the 
signing line are free with the purchase of Born of 
Vengeance from Mysterious Galaxy. 

David Brin Presents: Chasing Shadows 
With Dr. Brin and editor Stephen W. Potts
Friday, January 27, 7:30 PM 

Chasing Shadows: Visions of Our Coming Transparent World 
is a collection of stories and essays that examine whether 
privacy still exists in a world where the internet plays such a 
prominent role in our social interactions. When technology 
influences, and perhaps watches, our every move, will privacy 
become a thing of the past or will its definition change? Brin 
and Potts edited this thought-provoking book in collaboration 
with the Arthur C. Clarke Center for Human Imagination. Be 
on the look out for the appearance of surprise contributors.

Pop Culture Psychology Potpourri

With Dr. Janina L. Scarlet, Jenna Busch,  
Alan Kistler, and Billy San Juan
Sunday, January 29, 2:00 PM 

Dr. Janina Scarlet, a licensed clinical psychologist and a 
(mad?) scientist, intending to take over the world with geek 
culture and compassion, is the mastermind behind Superhero 
Therapy. Superhero Therapy refers to incorporating 
characters from geek culture. Dr. Scarlet and fellow 
contributors Dr. Billy San Juan, Jenna Busch, and Alan 
Kistler have presented their analysis at Comic-Con and other 
cons, The Mary Sue, on the Crazy Sexy Geeks podcast, and 
more. Works include Game of Thrones Psychology: The 
Mind is Dark and Full of Terrors, Captain America vs. Iron 
Man: Freedom, Security, Psychology, and Doctor Who 
Psychology: A Madman with a Box. 

April Smith
Signs Home Sweet Home
Wednesday, February 1, 7:30 PM 

Publishers Weekly on bestseller April 
Smith’s Home Sweet Home: “Smith’s 
terrific new novel opens with a brutal 
1985 attack on a family in a small South 
Dakota town, then flashes back to 1950 
when the husband (a WWII pilot) and his 
wife first left New York City with their 
two small children for a new life in 
Rapid City, Iowa. … Smith illuminates 
the force of McCarthyism-generated fear 
in the Midwest and effectively personalizes it through the 
persecution the Kusak family endures for their liberal beliefs. 
The author also skillfully ties together the two time periods, 
avoiding melodrama.” 

Jeffrey Siger
Signs Santorini Caesars
Friday, February 3, 7:30 PM

Jeffrey Siger’s eighth mystery featuring Chief Inspector 
Andreas Kaldis, Santorini Caesars sends Kaldis to the 
beautiful Cycladic island of Santorini. 
Kaldis investigates the potentially 
politically-connected savage black sheep 
daughter of a high-ranking Greek 
military officer. Jeff is an American 
living on the Aegean Greek island of 
Mykonos. His novels are “aimed at 
exploring serious societal issues 
confronting modern day Greece in a tell-
it-like-it-is style while touching upon the 
country’s ancient roots.” 

Leah Thomas
Launch Party for Nowhere Near You
Saturday, February 4, 2:00 PM 

Southern CA readers are invited to join Mysterous Galaxy’s 
launch party for Nowhere Near You, the sophomore novel 
from local YA author Leah Thomas. Ollie and Moritz, who 
became correspondents in Leah’s Indies Introduce Pick debut, 
Because You’ll Never Meet Me, return. (See Sarah’s review on 
Page 2.) Leah is a familiar figure at local conventions, known 
for her superlative cosplay, a Clarion graduate, and supporter 
of new writers. 

Sarah Pinborough
Signs Behind Her Eyes
Tuesday, February 7, 7:30 PM 

The marketing for Behind Her Eyes 
includes the hashtag #WTFthatending 
and review copy covers that read, “Don’t 
trust this book. Don’t trust this story. 
Don’t trust yourself.” Whether this is 
your first of her works, or you are a fan 
of her novels or her wicked fairytales, 
join us in welcoming Sarah Pinborough to Mysterious Galaxy 
and discover for yourself what makes this one of the most 
anticipated suspense novels of 2017. 

Isaac Marion
Signs The Burning World
Wednesday, February 8, 7:30 PM 

Keep your eyes open for cards and 
posters distributed by R’s Rmy, the street 
team for Isaac Marion’s Warm Bodies 
universe, as the publication of The 
Burning World approaches. Isaac 
continues the tale of R and the post-
apocalyptic world in which some 
zombies are able to achieve sentience. R is learning how to 
be human, one clumsy step at a time. But although he’s 
forgotten his old life, it hasn’t forgotten him, and it may 
threaten the world he’s grown to love. 

Kim Harrison
Signs The Turn
Thursday, February 9, 7:00 PM 

Bestselling author Kim Harrison takes readers 
inside the story before Rachel Morgan was a Dead 
Witch Walking, with The Turn: The Hollows Begins with 
Death. When a genetically modified tomato serves as host for 
a plague threatening to wipe out humanity, bitter rivals Trisk 

and Kalamack join forces to persuade 
paranormal species to reveal themselves 
on behalf of humanity. Kim has also 
written YA, traditional fantasy, graphic 
novels, and the Peri Reed Chronicles. 
This is a numbered event – numbers for 
the signing line are free with the 
purchase of The Turn from Mysterious 
Galaxy. Books and tickets will be 
available for pick-up on Tuesday, 
February 7, starting at 10 AM! 

Looking Ahead in 2017: 
February 11 – Stephen Blackmoore; February 17 – Betty Webb; 
February 17 – David Putnam; March 8 – Erika Lewis; March 9 
– Brian McClellan; and much more in March and beyond … 
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Speculative Fiction
The Bear and the Nightingale by Katherine Arden

The Bear and the Nightingale is a 
magical Russian fairy-tale of a novel, a 
gorgeous Ivan Bilibin illustration come to 
life. There are rusalkas, upyrs, and 
domovoi, the supernatural creatures of 
Russian folk-tales; Tsars and boyars, 
priests and peasants, the traditional 
inhabitants of medieval Russian tales; 
and there are bears and wolves and snow 
and unrelenting winter that in an instant 
evoke Russia for us in our imaginations. 

Then there is Vasya, the heroine of the tale, whose courage and 
resourcefulness when facing family troubles, natural disasters, 
courtly intrigues, mad monks, and a deep, implacable magical 
evil make the fairy tale real and immediate. Author Katherine 
Arden has written the best of books: a book which we never 
knew we wanted, and now can’t live without. The Bear and the 
Nightingale is original, brilliant, and wonderful. My highest 
recommendation. – David
Del Rey, $27.00. 
A Fantastic Firsts selection for January 2017

Six Wakes by Mur Lafferty
And Then There Were None meets 

Alien in this locked-room, SF-thriller, 
which grips you from the first scene in 
the frozen depths of space. On the 
generational starship, Dormire, Maria 
bolts awake in a cloning vat, her core-self 
just imprinted after her last body was 
killed. Five other crewmembers have 
been brutally murdered, and their new 
incarnations awaken near their own floating corpses. The 
artificial gravity is off, the ship far off course, and the A.I. that 
runs the ship is starting to reboot. The cloning tech that saved 
her has been sabotaged, so if someone kills her now, there’s no 
coming back. One of Maria’s fellow crewmates is the 
murderer; problem is, all of them have blood on their hands. 
Two thousand hibernating souls will never revive if she doesn’t 
stop the killer before she dies again. – Rob
Orbit trade paper original, $15.99. 
A Fantastic Firsts selection for January 2017

Death’s End by Cixin Liu
The final volume in the epic trilogy that started with the 

highly successful The Three-Body Problem. Those not familiar 
with the series, and are fans of hard science fiction, are 
strongly encouraged to pick up the first book. Readers will be 
hard pressed to find another series with a scope and scale as 
grand as what Cixin Liu has written. And Death’s End is by far 
the most awe-inspiring of the trilogy. Moving from the 
emotionally-driven storytelling of the previous novels, the third 
volume tells a story with an even greater focus on large scale 
events and scientific ideas that impact the whole of humanity. 
Years and decades unfold across chapters, resulting in a story 
that spans centuries. Central to these events is our new young 
protagonist, Cheng Xin, whose journey contains shocking, 
touching and tragic moments. With multiple tip-of-the-hat 
references to the Foundation Trilogy, fans of classic science 
fiction writers like Isaac Asimov and Arthur C. Clarke will not 
be disappointed in this very thought-provoking series. – Jared
Tor, $26.99.

Catalyst: A Rogue One Novel by James Luceno 
The newest release of the Star Wars canon, Catalyst sets up 

the events of the new Rogue One film. The story follows Jyn 
Erso’s father Galen. A brilliant scientist, Galen’s research has 
attracted the attention of Orson Krennic, a top member of 
Chancellor Palpatine’s Death Star project. Determined to 
create a superweapon before their enemies can, Krennic enlists 
Galen to do his bidding. Trapped under his thumb, the Ersos 
must escape Krennic’s plans in order to save themselves and 
the galaxy! – Gary
Lucas / Del Rey, $28.99.

The Fortress at the End of Time by Joe McDermott
In The Fortress at the End of Time, Joe McDermott writes 

military science fiction of an almost unbearable psychological 
intensity. Ensign Ronaldo Aldo, a clone posted to the farthest 
outpost of human galactic civilization, is torn by the angst of 
clones, doubting his own humanity. He encounters in 
excruciating detail the mania and despair of military personnel 
isolated in the ultimate dead-end assignment. He suffers both 
the guilt of those who crack under the strain and the guilt of 
those who survive. And he finds himself obscurely sustained 
by the hope of transcendence that sustains people stressed 
continuously to their limit. A highly original, completely 
affecting work. – David
Tor trade paper original, $19.99.

Mystery & Suspense
The Dry by Jane Harper

Debut author, Jane Harper, has written 
this story so perfectly, you can almost 
feel the heat of the severe drought and 
taste the dust of the small Australian town 
of Kiewarra. Federal Agent Aaron Falk 
has been summoned to return to this, his 
hometown, for the funeral of his boyhood 
friend, Luke Hadler. Luke’s father sent a 
note to him in Melbourne saying simply 
“Luke lied. You lied. Be at the funeral.” 
Twenty years ago, Falk was under 
suspicion of drowning 16 year old Ellie Deacon, another 
childhood friend, but Luke produced an alibi for him. Now 
Luke has killed himself, along with his wife and son. However, 
the local detective has some questions, and along with Luke’s 
parents, convinces Aaron to stay in town for a while to 
investigate further. Falk’s dreaded 18-hour visit is extended to 
what seems like eternity as old memories and secrets resurface 
to reveal a brilliant tale of suspense. Characters, setting and 
plot construction are perfect in this enthralling debut novel. – 
Bunny
Flatiron Books, $25.99. 
A Fantastic Firsts selection for January 2017. 

Once a Crooked Man by David McCallum
Crime boss Max has made crime pay. But he’s getting older 

and his doctor says to slow down. Max decides to close down 
the family business and take care of loose ends, including 
getting rid of anyone who knows too much. Meanwhile, actor 
Harry Murphy has to pee. He wanders into a restaurant only to 
be told to get lost. Harry goes around to the alley and does his 
business. Above him is an open window where Max and his 
family are talking about who needs to disappear for good. 
Harry overhears the discussion and decides to take action and 
warn their intended victim in London. And so, the chaos 
ensues, with Harry in a foreign country carrying a suitcase full 
of cash, a killer on the loose, a pretty girl who happens to be a 
British agent who is sort of helping Harry, and a series of 
unfortunate coincidences throwing monkey wrenches into the 
plans of the crooks, the cons, the dames, and the law. A darkly 
humorous chase novel reminiscent of Elmore Leonard and 
Donald Westlake. – Linda
Minotaur trade paperback, $15.99.

The Nowhere Man by Gregg Hurwitz
Evan Smoak, the assassin formerly known as Orphan X, has 

made plenty of deadly enemies in his time, both while working 
for the blackest of black government ops, and later as The 
Nowhere Man, utilizing his resources to rescue and avenge the 
deserving. His dedication to protective survival behavior 
means he leads a lonely, solitary life by 
choice, but even the Nowhere Man can 
draw unwanted attention, with lethal 
consequences. Gregg has received 
acclaim from diverse sources, including a 
SCIBA T. Jefferson Parker Award 
nomination, and consistently creates 
some of the best thrillers on our shelves. 
– Maryelizabeth
Minotaur, $25.99. 

Y-factor
Nowhere Near You by Leah Thomas

The saga of Ollie and Moritz continues 
in this sequel to the highly-praised debut 
novel from Leah Thomas, Because You’ll 
Never Meet Me. I didn’t think BYNMM 
needed a sequel so I went into this with 
some trepidation as the world of Ollie and 
Moritz was already so special and 
important. But I can say that Nowhere 
Near You is just as special and important, 
maybe even more so. If you haven’t read 
BYNMM, I don’t think it’s necessary but it 
does help create an immediate sense of story. Ollie 
enthusiastically embarks on a road trip to find other kids like 
him and Moritz, the “Blunderkids.” These are kids with unique 
characteristics, such as Ollie’s allergy to electricity and Moritz’s 
eyelessness. Meanwhile, Moritz attends an exclusive school 
despite his antisocial tendencies. The journey for both boys is 
heart-breaking, hilarious, and shocking. Nowhere Near You is a 
quirky contemporary science fiction take on the importance of 
friendship and identity. Another standout from Thomas. – Sarah
Bloomsbury, $17.99 (February)

Love Me Never by Sara Wolf
Life is full of ups and downs and navigating your teenage 

years can be difficult. It is full of your highest highs but lowest 
lows and high school is the ultimate battlefield. This book is 
the classic tale of a the new girl in town who is the strong 
willed outcast and the bad boy everyone wants but can’t have 
and how their hate for each other just might become something 
more. It is done perfectly and with beautifully real characters 
who show how growth can be painful and messy but possible. 
It reveals how the cold exterior we sometimes create is simply 
the best armor we can find to get through 
all the hurt buried deep inside and 
wrapped in scars. 

The fun dialogue hooked me right 
away and the pacing of the chapters kept 
me reading until I was done. I’ve never 
read a book that so perfectly placed me 
inside the head of a smart, sarcastic, but 
troubled teenager and I loved every 
minute of it. – Constance
Entangled trade paper original, $9.99.

Scythe by Neal Shusterman
A gripping new novel by Neal Shusterman where there is no 

sickness, no injury, no war that can kill humans. In this perfect 
world there is only one way to die: at the hands of those called 
Scythes, revered killers who keep the population under control. 
Even though killing is the last thing young and empathetic 
Citra and Rowan want to do, both are chosen to become 
apprentices to a Scythe and master the art of taking lives. As 
the story unfolds, so does a captivating plight of two teenagers 
trying to both keep and understand their own humanity in a sea 
of red. A perfect read for dystopian lovers who want something 
fresh to add to their bookshelf—I couldn’t put this one down 
once I started! – Kelly
Simon & Schuster, $17.99.

Kelly’s Kid Pick for January
A Crack in the Sea by H.M. Bouwman

Long ago the doorway between worlds opened and quickly 
closed, creating a Second World called Raftworld, so named 
after the fact that its inhabitants mostly live on rafts roaming 
the seas. Young Pip and his sister Kinchen live in this Second 
World and soon get captured by the Raft King who incessantly 
wanders the seas determined to find a way into the First World. 
Yet Pip and Kichen are just two characters in a sweeping 
narrative of how the Second World came to be. Soon, we learn 
about two other pairs of siblings who, at different points in 
time, have in one way or another come face to face with the 
magical portal. An invigorating novel that interweaves three 
stories into one magical book that is both fantasy and historical 
fiction, told in beautiful prose throughout. – Kelly
G.P. Putnam, $16.99.
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