
Sybil Johnson 
Launch Party for Fatal Brushstrokes 
Catalina Coffee Company
156 N. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach
Friday, November 21, 7:00 PM 

Debut author Sybil Johnson shares a 
similar background with her 
protagonist, computer programmer 
and tole-painting enthusiast Aurora 
(Rory) Anderson. Rory adds amateur 
detective to her resume when life 
presents her with a dead body in her 
garden and a homicide detective on 
her doorstep … Sybil appeared at the 
Bouchercon new author breakfast, and on the world 
mystery convention’s Add Spice to Your Crafts: Murder 
With Your Favorite Hobbies panel. The event will be 
held at the original location of South Bay’s 
neighborhood gathering place, Catalina Coffee House 
and Café.

Holiday Extravaganza with Publishing Reps and  
the Friends of the RB Library
Main Redondo Beach Library
Saturday, December 6, 1:00 PM

Join publisher representatives Wade Lucas (Random 
House), Tom Benton & Amy Comito (Penguin), and 
Colleen Dunn Bates (Prospect Park Books) for a fast-
paced, informative program which will answer all of your 
questions about (book) gift giving for the holidays. For 
those on your list (or maybe for you), these experts, who 
are the insiders for everything new in the publishing 
world, will tell you about their favorite new books from 
this year’s list. The program begins at 2:00 PM. 

Also taking place at the library will be a special holiday 
book sale by the Friends of the Redondo Beach Public 
Library. It begins at 1:00 PM and 
continues until 4:00 PM. Come 
early. Chat with the reps. Discover 
lots of books shared by multiple 
enthusiastic and informed industry 
experts. 

Peeking into January 2015 and Beyond: 
Watch for Mysterious Galaxy at school and library 
events, private gatherings, and conventions in Southern 
California throughout the new year.

November and December 2014  •  mystgalaxy.com           and around So Cal
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We are grateful for your support throughout the year and  
proud to present our customers with Loyalty Loot for their  

shopping pleasure this holiday season.  

Please pick up your Loyalty Loot at our new store location,
5943 Balboa Avenue (just behind See’s Candy). 

With many thanks and loads of good wishes for the holiday season,
The Mysterious Galaxy Staff

Give the Gift of Fantastic Firsts
One of the things you love about the Mysterious Galaxy staff 

is our ability to help you find your next best read. One of the 
things we love to do is listen to the buzz, read advance copies of 
books before they are published, and then let you know about 
the hottest forthcoming new releases. Fantastic Firsts offers a 
great gift-giving opportunity. We are happy to send our 
selections – always first editions, often signed – each month as 
a gift to the book lover of your choice – or you! Subscribers 
receive 20% off cover price of selected titles with your one-year 
subscription.

Select from four hardcover book clubs: Speculative Fiction 
(Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror), Mystery & Suspense, Young 
Adult , & Ladies, Lunch, and Literacy 

Select from three paperback original clubs: Urban Fantasy 
Series Starters, Cozy Mystery Series Starters, & Out of This 
World Originals (Science Fiction/Fantasy/Horror)

Some of our 2014 selections are highlighted below: 

Our February 2014 Speculative Fiction Pick
Red Rising by Pierce Brown

Darrow is a Red, one of the lowest of 
the low – designed, bred, and conditioned 
to mine the depths of Mars for the 
materials needed to terraform the solar 
system. His sacrifices today will give 
future generations a far better existence. 
Obedience is life. But it is all a lie. Mars 
has been habitable for centuries, and 
Darrow’s caste are mere slaves upon 
whose backs the ruling class Golds maintain their absolute 
power over Society. 

After his beloved wife Eo is martyred for daring to dream 
and to sing of freedom, Darrow himself is hanged for daring to 

bury her. But he does not die. The Sons of Ares have a mission 
for him, and for this mission he has been rescued … and will be 
reborn. He and his people will have their vengeance – nay, they 
will have justice. And Eo’s dream will be made real. Now in 
Del Rey trade paperback, $14.00.

– Patrick 
 
Our August 2014 Mystery & Suspense Pick 
Dear Daughter by Elizabeth Little

Janie Jenkins has a lot going for her, 
including her fierce dedication to being a 
self-protective bitch. She also has a lot of 
challenges, including being released after 
a decade in prison after having been 
convicted for the murder of her mother; 
being hounded by celebrity stalkers and 
the media; and the nagging sensation that 
perhaps the conviction was valid, as her memories of the night 
of her mother’s killing are less than clear. The sharp and prickly 
Jane assumes a low-profile persona to conduct an investigation 
based on the thinnest of clues from her mother’s past in strange 
twinned small towns in South Dakota. Jane may not be likable 
or pleasant, but she is unforgettable. Viking, $26.95.

– Maryelizabeth 

Our November 2014 Ladies, Lunch and Literacy Pick and
Our October 2014 Mystery & Suspense Pick
First Impressions by Charlie Lovett

There is nothing not to love about this book! First 
Impressions is a mystery built around an obscure book from the 
late 1700’s; almost every character reveres the written word; 
and one of the narrators is Jane Austen! It’s fun. It’s tender. It’s 
suspenseful. It’s the perfect book for almost every reader. 

In the present day, Sophie Collingwood is an Austen scholar 
just out of Oxford who has taken a job in an antiquarian 

bookshop in London. When two different customers ask her to 
find a copy of a second edition of a book in which the first 
edition is unspectacular, Sophie accepts the challenge to find it 
and eventually learns that she may be the only person that can 
unravel the mystery of who really wrote the new parts of this 
second edition. 

In 1796, Jane Austen is just beginning her writing career 
when she befriends an elderly cleric, Richard Mansfield. As 
their touching friendship blooms, the connection between the 
past and the present becomes clearer. In both stories, love of 
books, love of writing, and a number of different love stories 
unfold. Priceless! Viking, $27.95.

– Terry 

Our September 2014 Cozy Mystery Pick
Death is Like a Box of Chocolates 
by Kathy Aarons

As if Michele Serrano and Erica 
Russell, roommates, best friends, and 
business partners, didn’t have enough to 
do running their shop Chocolates and 
Chapters, they may have to add sleuthing 
to their resumes. When Denise Coburn, 
photographer and fellow shop owner, is 
found dead in their shop with chocolate 
froth around her mouth, Chocolates and Chapters is closed due 
to the crime scene, and the health department threatens. This 
fast-paced, entertaining read demonstrates all sides of small 
town life, and introduces a cast of characters with complicated, 
messy, interwoven lives. I found every page compulsively 
readable and couldn’t put it down until the final stunning 
conclusion. Like Michele’s chocolates – try it, you’ll like it. 
Berkley Prime Crime paperback original, $7.99.

– Guest Reviewer Sandra Hale 

Our January 2014 Young Adult Pick
Control by Lydia Kang

In 2150 genetic manipulation has been forbidden and kids 
who show genetic “mistakes” are turned over to the 
government. When Zelia’s chemist father is killed, she and her 
sister find themselves under scrutiny from some very scary 
strangers. Zel escapes and finds her way to a safehouse, while 
her sister Dylia is held captive and used as a human guinea pig 
for experimentation with sensory weapons. Zel is determined to 
rescue her sister, with or without the help of her outcast mutant 
pals. Zel is a great character, a super-smart, science geek with 
fierce determination who will stop at nothing to save her sister. 
Control is a smart, fast-paced dystopian adventure with love, 
betrayal, mutants, auditory ecstasy drugs, science geeks, scary 
technology and one kick-ass heroine. Dial, $17.99.

– Linda 

Visit the Fantastic Firsts pages of mystgalaxy.com for 
more recommendations and ask a staff member how to 
subscribe today!   

Thanks for a Great Year

Despite the fact that we closed our bricks and mortar 
store in Redondo Beach this past summer, our 
business future has never looked brighter! We have 
a thriving outside events business and a new, 
expanded home in San Diego.

Our new San Diego address is 5943 Balboa Avenue, 
San Diego, CA  92111 (just behind See’s Candy). 
Our phone number remains unchanged 
(858.268.4747). For outside events, you can still 
reach us in Redondo Beach via email (emilio@
mystgalaxy.com) or phone (310.542.6000).

We thank you for all you have done to support our 
business in 2014. We wish you and yours a 
wonderful 2015, and look forward to continued 
conversations about books and authors.


