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Susan Spann
Signs Blade of the Samurai: A Shinobi Mystery
Saturday, August 2, 2:00 PM

Susan Spann returns to the world of sixteenth-century Japan 
in this thrilling sequel to her debut novel Claws of the Cat. 
Master ninja Hiro Hattori and Father Matteo, the Jesuit priest 
Hiro has pledged to protect, are summoned to a shogun’s 
palace to find the murderer of the shogun’s cousin. Susan uses 
her deep interest in Asian culture and studies of Mandarin and 
Japanese to bring medieval Japan to life. Susan lives in 
northern California with her family where she spends time 
cooking Asian food, fencing, and knife and shuriken throwing.

Henry Herz and Nancy Holder
Sign Beyond the Pale
Sunday, August 3, 2:00 PM

Two of our favorite local authors team up to introduce a new 
fantasy young adult anthology, Beyond the Pale. Henry, most 
known for his unique picture books co-written with his sons, 
edited this collection. Local author Nancy Holder’s 
contribution is a story set in the universe of her Wicked 
series. Other authors include Heather Brewer (Vladimir Todd 
series), Jim Butcher (Dresden File series), Kami Garcia 
(Beautiful Creatures series) and more. Spend a fun Sunday 
afternoon expanding some favorite universes.

Spencer Quinn
Signs Paw and Order
Wednesday, August 6, 7:00 PM

The seventh Chet and Bernie mystery, Paw and Order, releases 
the day before Spencer Quinn returns to MG. In the latest, 
canine narrator Chet and PI Bernie journey to Washington, DC, 
where Chet sniffs around the capital city to uncover a devilish 
plot while Bernie suddenly finds himself arrested. Spencer will 
tell us more about the dangers of over-empowered guinea pigs, 
and local organization SNAP (Save, Foster & Adopt-a-pet 
Program) will be on hand with some four-legged furry friends 
for us to play with … or even take home!

Edan Lepucki
Signs California
Thursday, August 7, 12:30 PM

Edan Lepucki is the author of the 
novella If You’re Not Yet Like Me and a 
staff writer for The Millions. She is a 
graduate of the University of Iowa 
Writer’s Workshop and founded the 
Writing Workshops Los Angeles. After 
recently receiving a mention by Stephen 
Colbert in his effort to support indie bookstores, her novel 
California became one of the most pre-ordered debut titles in 
Hachette’s history. All this attention is not unwarranted. 
(Read Sarah’s review on our website.) California is the 
compelling post-apocalyptic story of a young couple 
struggling to survive in the wilderness of a not-too-distant 
future Los Angeles. 

Rhys Bowen
Signs Queen of Hearts
Thursday, August 7, 7:00 PM

The eighth book in Rhys Bowen’s Royal Spyness Mysteries, 
Queen of Hearts once again showcases the author’s 
trademark ability to uniquely blend a whodunit with a huge 
dose of comedy, creating hilarious adventure. Don’t miss this 
chance for a few laughs with Rhys and Her Royal Spyness, 
Lady Georgiana Rannoch. The best-selling and prolific 
multiple-award winning author will also discuss her Molly 
Murphy Mysteries and the Constable Evans Mysteries with 
fans – and maybe even reminisce about her work as Janet 
Quin-Harkin.

Linwood Barclay
Signs No Safe House
Friday, August 8, 7:00 PM

Linwood Barclay is the New York Times bestselling author of 
eleven critically acclaimed novels, including A Tap on the 
Window, Trust Your Eyes, which has been optioned for film, 
Never Look Away, which has been optioned for television, 
and No Time for Goodbye. In this thrilling sequel to No Time 
for Goodbye, Terry Archer and his family are trying to put 
back the pieces of the horrific ordeal from seven years ago. 
When Terry’s daughter ventures into a strange house, the 
Archers’ idyllic life turns into a terrifying nightmare.

Kelli Stanley
Signs City of Ghosts
Saturday, August 9, 2:00 PM

PI Miranda Corbie returns in this gritty neo-noir series set in 
1940s San Francisco, where she is hired to keep track of a 
professor suspected of being a Nazi spy. She takes on the job 
believing it will be her ticket to England where she hopes to 
track down her mother. Kelli Stanley is the author of two 
previous Miranda Corbie mysteries, most recently the award-
winning City of Secrets. The first in her highly acclaimed 
series, City of Dragons, has won the Macavity and Bruce 
Alexander awards for best historical mystery and was a finalist 
for The Los Angeles Times Book Prize and a Shamus Award 
nominee. Kelli also writes the Roman noir series featuring 
Arcturus, the Roman governor’s doctor and investigator.

Carol Berg
Signs Dust and Light: A Sanctuary Novel
Sunday, August 10, 2:00 PM

Carol Berg is the national bestselling author of multiple 
fantasy novels, including Breath and Bone, Flesh and Spirit, 
The Daemon Prism, The Soul Mirror, and The Spirit Lens. In 
this first of a new series, Carol returns to the magical world of 
her award-winning Lighthouse Duet series with Lucien de 
Remeni-Masson, a man with a gift for drawing. When he 
reveals his magic to a young woman, Lucien is punished to 
draw portraits of dead ordinaries, those who aren’t of his own 
kind. Sketching the truth of dead mens’ souls reveals terrible 
secrets that threaten Lucien’s own life. 

Stephen Blackmoore
Signs Broken Souls 
Friday, August 15, 7:00 PM

Los Angeles necromancer Eric Carter returns in Stephen 
Blackmoore’s Broken Souls, sequel to Fantastic Firsts Pick 
Dead Things. Not only are the MG staff fans of Stephen’s 
gritty supernatural pulpy noir books, but so are fellow authors 
Kevin Hearne, Chuck Wendig, Jaye Wells, and Kat 
Richardson. Join Stephen and fellow fans (possibly including 
some living impaired) at his MGSD party, or at the SFWA 
Southern California Reading Series at the Redondo Beach 
Library on August 30.

Tammy Kaehler
Signs Avoidable Contact
Saturday, August 16, 2:00 PM

A fateful stint in corporate hospitality introduced Tammy 
Kaehler to the exciting world of racing, which inspired the 
first Kate Reilly mystery and she hasn’t looked back since. In 
the third installment of this thrilling high-octane series, Kate 
is gearing up for the 24 Hours of Daytona race but is thrown 
off with news of her boyfriend fighting for his life after a hit-
and-run accident. When she learns it may have been no 
accident, Kate teams up with an investigative reporter to 
uncover the truth. PW says Avoidable Contact “has pacing 
reminiscent of 24…to make this entry as exciting as a spin 
around the speedway.” 

Ken Kuhlken
Signs The Good Know Nothing
Saturday August 16, 2:00 pm

Native San Diegan Ken Kuhlken’s Tom Hickey California 
Crime Series spans significant events and time periods in 
California history dating from 1926 to 1979. The Good Know 
Nothing is set in the summer of 1936 when destitute farmers 
from the Dust Bowl swarm into California. Tom Hickey 
follows a lead to solve his father Charlie’s long ago 
disappearance. This is the final chapter in the Hickey series so 
don’t miss a chance to review the California Century with 
this local author and expert.

Elizabeth Little
Signs Dear Daughter 
Sunday, August 17, 2:00 PM

A graduate of Harvard University, Elizabeth Little has written 
two works of nonfiction: Biting the Wax Tadpole: Confessions 
of a Language Fanatic and Trip of the Tongue: Cross-Country 
Travels in Search of America’s Languages. Her work has also 
appeared in the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal. 
Now Elizabeth has written a gripping debut mystery that Tana 
French calls “an all-nighter…the best debut mystery I’ve read 
in a long time.” It’s the story of Janie Jenkins, a young LA 
socialite who has just been released from prison for murdering 
her mother—a crime she has no memory of committing. Janie 
follows a lead to track down the real killer despite the fear that 
the killer may be herself. Check out Maryelizabeth’s review of 
this Fantastic Firsts Pick the back side of this newsletter.

William Kent Krueger
Signs Windigo Island 
Monday, August 25, 7:00 PM

It’s been quite a year for William Kent 
Krueger as his novel Ordinary Grace 
won the Independent Mystery 
Booksellers Association’s annual Dilys 
Award, the Left Coast Crime Squid 
Award for Best US Mystery, and the 
Edgar Award for Best Mystery. Now the 
busy author has returned to former sheriff turned private 
investigator Cork O’Connor in the 14th installment of this 
beloved Minnesota mystery series. When the body of a 
teenage girl washes up on the shore of what the local Obijwe 
call Windigo Island, Cork’s old friend asks him to investigate. 
Soon Cork finds himself pursued by monsters both mythic 
and real, endangering not only himself but also his entire 
family. 

Patrick Swenson
Signs The Ultra Thin Man
Thursday, August 28, 7:00 PM

Publisher, editor, teacher and writer 
Patrick Swenson has contributed to 
many works on Mysterious Galaxy’s 
shelves over the years, especially via 
Fairwood Press. The Ultra Thin Man 
marks his debut as a novelist, described 
by his publisher as “a tense and fast-
paced near-future thriller where aliens, terrorists, and 
interplanetary conspiracies collide.” See Patrick’s review on 
the other side of this newsletter. Of this Fantastic Firsts Pick, 
also hailed by Publishers Weekly as “a splendidly lively SF 
debut,” for more reasons to add this to your speculative 
fiction collection.

Brent Weeks
Signs The Broken Eye
Friday, August 29, 7:00 PM

Brent Weeks’s on-line bio states he 
started writing on bar napkins, then on 
lesson plans and then full time and 
eventually someone paid for it. We are 
so happy that he did as he presents us 
with the third in the spectacular 
Lightbringer series. Chromeria faces a 
civil war that will engulf the known world but the powers of 
the Prism have been lost and Kip Guile will have to survive 
the ascendant order of the hidden assassins called The Broken 
Eye. The evening promises to be entertaining with Brent 
leading a lively discussion, reading, and answering most of 
your questions, assisted by his Street Team, the Blackguard 
Captains.

Dana Fredsti 
Signs Plague World 
With Introduction by Lisa Brackmann
Saturday, August 30, 2:00 PM

Come help us celebrate the launch of Plague World, the 
thrilling conclusion to the Ashley Parker zombie apocalypse 
series. First, we had Plague Town where the virus outbreak 
began. This was followed by the action-packed Plague 
Nation where Ashley and her team were forced to travel to 
the secret lab in San Francisco. Now the zombie plague has 
gone airborne and reports of zombie swarms are coming in 
from not only all over the nation but the entire world. Dana 
Fredsti is the author of Murder for Hire: The Peruvian Pigeon 
and co-author of What Women Really 
Want in Bed. She has also appeared in 
various zombie/horror movies projects, 
and worked on Sam Raimi’s Army of 
Darkness as an armourer’s assistant, 
sword-fighting captain, and sword-
fighting Deadite. Dana’s sister Lisa 
Brackmann is the author of the Ellie 
Cooper mystery series set in the art 
world of Beijing as well as the 
standalone thriller Getaway. 

Looking ahead to September:
Margaret Coel – September 5; Steph Cha – September 6; 
John Scalzi – September 8; David Bajo – September 9; 
Lauren Beukes – September 16; Chelsea Cain – September 
19; Gretchen McNeil – September 21; Anna Carey – 
September 21; James Ellroy – September 22; Andrew Mayne 
– September 26; Tod Goldberg – September 27 … and much 
more as Fall continues, including Bouchercon in Long Beach!
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